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PREFACE. 


The  inducemeDt  which  led  to  the  present 
publication  is  so  fully  detailed  in  the  in- 
troductory part  of  the  first  section,  that 
little,  if  any  thing,  remains  to  be  urged  on 
that  subject;  the  author,  however,  cannot 
present  his  work  to  the  public  eye  without 
some  observations  on  what  may  appear 
to  bejchronological  discrepancies,  as  com- 
pared with  the  dates  of  preceding  biogra- 
phers, sometimes  to  the  extent  of  a  whole 
year.  This  requires  a  slight  explanation. 
The  truth  is,  that  scarcely  any  two 
writers  agree  precisely  in  the  datesj  either 
of  events  or  of  public  documents,  owingto 
the  different  modes  of  chronological  nota- 
tion cotemporary  with  Wolsey  and  the 
«arlier  annalists.  The  consequences  have, 
therefore,  in  many  instances,  been  most 
unjustly  unfavourable  to  the  Cardinal,  by 
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reversing  or  transposing  the  order  of  eventst 
representing  his  actions  as  taking  place 
previous  to  the  circumstances  which  ac- 
tually led  to  thflm,  and  thereby  exposing 
him  to  unmerited  censure,  where  a  cor- 
rected chronology  might  serve  as  his  justi- 
fication. 

This  fact,  so  fertile  in  error,  was  too 
palpable  to  escape  notice^  evoi  uirthe 
author's  earliest  researches,  and  formed 
one  of  the  greatest  difHcnlties  which  be 
had  to  contend  with  in  his  pursuit  of  truth 
— a  few  instances  will  be  sufficiently  iUust 
trative.  ■■.■-   >      '.'■'• 

Previous  to,  and  iluring  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.,  it  vas  customary  to  begin 
and  end  the  year  on  Imdy-rday;  btkt  the 
modem  mode  of  beginning  the  year  (»J  the 
Ist  of  January 'having  then  been  partially 
adopted,  the  natural  consequ^ice  wa«,  tliat 
what  happened  in  the  months  of  January, 
Februuy,  and  part  of  March^in  wygiveo 
year,  by  the  firsfc  mode,  was  set  down  as  in 
the  year  ensuing  by  those  who  adopted  the 
second ;  so  as  to  render  necessary  the  prac- 
tice, afterwards  so  frequent,  of  dating  thus 
1530-1,  1526-7,  &c. 
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Then  oso^e  anotlier  claw  of  cbronolo- 
gists,  vho  date  by  the  years  of  e»ch  king's 
reign ;  a  mode  more  uncertain  even  than 
those  previously  noted :  for  though  all  be- 
gan the  reign  with  the  day  which  included 
demise  and  accession,  yet  som6  ended  the 
reigning  year,  the  first  being  of  course  a 
iMoken  one,  on  the  Isf  of  January,  and 
others  on  Lady-day;  yrhilst  a  third  class 
carried  on  their  dates  tsom  ^nirersary  to 
aamrfernry  of  the  acctosion. 

In  nsgavd  to  foreign  dates  also,  parti- 
cularly in  Italy,  even  greater  discrepancy 
existed;  spme  biskorians  falling  into  se- 
veral of  the  eitors  of  EngHsb  chronology, 
with  resp^t  ta  the  anmts  J>omtm,  whilst 
others  dated  hy  the  ponti6clite,  beginning 
that  pmod  sometimes  fiovn  the  demise  of 
the  preceding  pope,  at  others  from  therday 
of  election  or  installation,  thus  leaving  an 
interregnuni  between  each  pope  fOid  his 
successor.  But  the  most  extraordinary 
source  of  error  was  in  -the  bureau  of  the 
pKpaX  secretary  of  stafe,  where  briefe  were 
dated  in  a  year  beginning  at  the  Nativity, 
and  bulls  at  the  Incarnation !    This  mfal- 
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lible  regulation  was  not  only  productive  of 
various  mistakes,  bat  was  also  found  very 
convenient  as  a  means  of  mys«i^*to«,  when 
his  holiness  wished  to  get  out  of  political 
or  ecclesiastical  difficnlties — of  which  a  re- 
markable instance  is  recorded  in  the  body 
of  this  work  (page  432),  wherein  Wolsey 
himself  was  nearly  deceived,  and  obliged 
to  direct  the  English  embassy  to  demand 
a  specific  explanation. 

To  regulate  and  correct  these  chrono- 
logical difficulties  has  been  the  sedulous 
pursuit  of  the  author ;  bat  as  it  is  poAible> 
though  not  in  any  important  points,  that 
error  may  have  crept  in,  he  trusts  to  the 
candour  of  the  well-informed  reader,  and 
of  the  learned  reviewer,  if  not  for  absolute 
excuse,  at  least  for  liberal  correction- 
One  word  may  perhaps  be  necessary  io 
the  heraldic  reader,  in  regard  to  the  differ- 
ence between  the  blazonry  of  the  coat  of 
arms  od  the  title-page,  as  hatched  in  the 
vignette,  and  the  written  blazonry  in  the 
note  (page  13),  copied  from  Edmonson. 
It  is  possible  that  the  Wolseys  of  Suffolk 
may  have  adopted  the  Cardinal's  coat  with 
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PREFACE.  « 

some  difference ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  the 
vignette  will  be  seen  at  once  to  be  good 
blazon,  whilst  Edmonson  gives  an  instance 
of  false  heraldry,  by  laying  metal  on  metal, 
in  opposition  to  every  established  rule. 

IomAmi,  Dee.  1.  1823. 
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LADY  JANE  OREY, 

AND  HER  TIMES. 

£Sag<mdjfprMed,  and  embtOuied  »ith  an  accredited  LUeneu, 
amd  mtmeroiu  CvU,  price  1 2t.  m  board*. 
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period  of  HUtoir  iiileneiliig  between  the  reipis  of  HeiiT7  Vlll.  iDd 
KDzdicth. 

"  ne  luthot  liu  bem  bippy  In  Ui  dioiee  of  rabfeet  \  for,  Ibough  tbe  life 
of  the  benriie  Kucd;  nteiMM  to  eennteeii  jcwt,  711  llie  period  wUch  nqr 
be  ceDcd  ■  Hei  Hmee,'  embneee  loitie  of  the  moM  importut  fecti  eomeeted 
wilti  our  eoDMitatiaii,  both  poUtial  wd  religioue." — Ifem  MettOih)  Ma- 
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To  publish  a  life  of  Wolsey,  ftt  the  present 
d^,  may  seem  a  work  of  supererogation;  yet 
for  such  a  life  there  is  istill  room :  we  mean 
a  life  wiiich  shall  refer  principaUy  to  personal 
biography,  to  the  pecnliar  customs  and  manners 
of  the  times,  and  which  shall  notice  general  poli- 
tics, home  or  foreign,  no  further  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  the  personal  detula  intelligible 
to  general  readers. 

The  propriety  of  thus  producing  a  work 
strictly  bit^praphical  may  be  justified,  if  it  were 
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S  WOLSEY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

necessary,  by  the  strong  personal  importance 
which  is  given  to  Wolsey  by  various  writers, 
especially  by  Wood,  who,  in  his  Atheoae  Oxoni- 
eoaes,  expressly  declares  that  of  all  the  clergymen 
of  his  time,  as  well  as  before  and  after  him,  he 
was  indisputably  the  greatest.  Besides  this,  he 
had  a  vast  mind,  and  a  great  sense  of  r^^ulation 
and  glory,  which  by  some  is  accoimted  pride. 
Then  his  parts,  as  Wood  continues,  were  pro- 
digious, though  it  must  be  owned  that  he  wanted 
not  a  sense  of  his  own  sufficiency,  and  therefore 
bis  demeanour  and  management  of  himself  were 
such  as  were  more  fitted  to  the  greatness  of  hid 
mind  and  his  fortune  than  to  the  meanness  of  his 
birth. 

Wood  then  observes,  that  many  historians  of 
that  period,  whether  out  of  envy  of  his  order, 
or  contempt  of  bis  birth,  or  hatred  of  his  religion, 
have  not  been  very  favourable  to  his  fame,  and 
that  the  traditionary  reporters  since,  who  have 
pretcaoded  to  an  exact  account  of  his  actions,  have^ 
upon  too  slight  inquiries,  and  with  too  great  con- 
fidence, transcribed  the  farmer  narratives ;  so  that, 
adds  he,  "  we  yet  want  an  exact  and  faithihl  hi- 
story of  the  greatest,  most  nobler  and  most  disin- 
terested det^yman  of  tiiat  age." 

That  Wood's  testimony,  so  far,  in  his  favonr, 
was  impartial,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt ; 
and  ws  are  therefore  the  more  indined  to  pay 
some  de£ereiKe  to  the  evidcmce,  or  rather  opinion. 
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of  one  who  stands  Somfaxd  codfeseedlf  not  only 
as  hia  vindicator,  but  also  as  his  panegyrist.  Tills 
writer*,  whose  work  ^jpearOd  eATly  in  the  list 
century,  observes  that  there  are  few  pea^BOus,  if 
any,  to  whom  the  world  has  been  under  obligation, 
that  have  met  with  so  mflch  ingratitude  as  has  , 
&llen  upon  Wolsey  and  his  mmuoyi  and  be 
seems  to  thiolc  it  doubtful  whether,  in  all  the  hi- 
stories extant  in  bis  time,  a  similar  instance  can  be 
foond,  in  any  nation,  of  so  general  a  prejudice  as 
that  under  which  the  Catdinal'iS  name  has  suffered. 
The  cause  of  this  he  considerB  to  have  been, 
that  Wolsey  had  the  misfortune  to  disoUige,  or 
rather  ia^iiy  to  provoke,  the  two  contending 
parties  into  whidi,  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
political  power,  the  whole  kingdom  was  divided. 
The  c(Hisequence  he  thinks  to  have  been,  that 
contemporary  and  subsequent  bistOTiana  have 
thence  been  induced  to  band  down  bis  memory 
to  posterity  with  equal  rancour,  end  equal  bigotry 
to  the  party  which  they  espoused :  those  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  peihniasion  generally  hating  him 
for  the  active  part  whidi  be  took  in  the  divotoe 
of  Queen  Katharine,  which  led  to.  a  protestant 
marrl^fe,  their  clergy  at  the  same  time,  both 
secular  and  monastic,  being  irritated  at  bis  at- 
tempts to  reform  and  to  r^ulate  ecclesiastical 
manners ;  whilst  the  Protestants,  or  Beformed  of 

•  See  Fiddes'  Life  r4  Wobef.    latrodnctioii,  p.  1 1. 
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that  day,  detested  him. for  his  rigid  adherenoe  to 
the  doctrine  and  ccHiiimmion  of  the  P^tal  See,  and 
for  his  o^MMiticHt  to  Luthraanisni,  both-  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Gennany. 

.  This  is  evidently  correct  in  r^fard  to  cMitem- 
porary  historians ;  and  at  once  explains  why  there 
is  or  has  been  no  public  character  respecting 
vhcon,  perhaps,  both  in  past  and  present  times, 
there  has  be^i,  and  is,  rach  difference  of  opinion. 
But  if  Cavendish,  his  confidential  iriend,  the  old 
chA>niclers  and  other  contranporaries  have  been 
either  his  panegyrists  or  accusers,  it  is  curious  to 
observe  the  same  in  r^ard  to  later  writers,  among 
whom  we  may  class  Knight,  Fiddes,  and  others, 
with  the  exception  of  Groves,  who.  wrote  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  cmtury,  and  is  evidently 
impartial.  The  same'  meed  of  impartiality  we 
most  also  gtant  to  a  more  recent  biogra^er*; 
but  whose  short  memoir,  written '  rather  as  a 
specimen  of  historical  degance  than  as  a  complete 
biography,  does  not  interfere  with  the  copious  and 
anecdotical  plan'  of  the  following  work.  For  our- 
selves, we  shall  endeavour,  in  a  strict  search  afler 
truth,  to  preserve  the  purest  impartiality ;  though 
we  must  confess  that  the  weight  of  evidence,  as 
taken  in  a  genera]  course  of  research,  both  in 
print  and  in  MSs.  preponderates  more  against  the 
Caf^ual  than  in  his  favour. 

*  Galt'8  Wobey. 
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'  The  anonymoiiB  writorof  the  More  Hss.,  in  the 
Lambeth  Ubraiy,  describes  Wolsey  as  one  who,  . 
though  he  had  some  good  parti  and  gifts  in  him, 
yet  he  was  of  so  aspiring  and  ambitious  a  nature* 
firaught  with  the  fruits  of  pride,  disdain,  and  re- 
venge, that  well  had  it  been  with  him  if  never 
he  had  been  bom  a  man ;  for,  hy  these  detestaUe 
vices,  says  the  bit^^pher,  he  threw  himself  head- 
long into  utter  ruin  and  shame;  corrupted  his 
prince  with  enormoiu  vices ;  caused  the  death  of 
many  good  men;  opened  the  gate  to  foul  and' 
hideous  heresy  and  schism ;  with  which  sin  poor 
England  was  most  lom^itably  overwhelmed.  The 
same  writer  adds,  however,  that  all  this,  though 
not  intended  by  him,  yet  origna^ty  sprang  of  his 
wicked  and  cursed  ambition. 

_nie  character  drawn  of  him  by  Lord  Herbert* 
was  rather  less  violent,  where  he  states  that  "  His 
man^  was  so  cunninglie  to  disoblige  that  Prince, 
who  did  fee  him  last,  as  he  made  w^  oftentimes 
therein  to  receive  as  much  on  y*  other  side. 

"  It  becometh  Princes,"  adds  his  Lordship,  "  to 
do  like  good  husbandmen  whej  y'  y*  sow  their 
grounds ;  w*''  is  to  scattw  y*  seeds,  not  to  throw 
aD  on  one  side ;"  and  he  then  goes  on  to  state 
&at  Wolsey  "was  no  great  dissembler,  for  so 
quaUfyed  a  p'sbn,  as  ordering  his  businesses  (for 

•  Brit.  Mas.,  Aja-  CcOl.,  1523,  p.  40. 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


O  W0L8EY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

the  most  part)  so  cautiously,  as  hee  gott  more  by 
keeping  his  word,  than  by  Iveakuig  it." 

Theee  certainly  ore  harsh  opinions ;  but  it  must 
not  be  denied  that  even  Cavendish,  his  intimate 
and  earliest  biographer,  acknowledges  that  the 
Cardinal  wbb,  in  hia  time,  the  proudest  man  living, 
having  more  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  person 
than  to  his  spiritual  fimction,  wherein  hq  should 
have  expressed  more  raeelmess  and  humility.     * 

But  it  was  past  the  meridian  of  life  when  Ca> 
vendiah  first  became  a  confidential  member  of  his 
household,  in  the  office  of  gentleman  usher,  and  it 
is  not  surprising  that  the  Cardinal  should  then, 
even  &om  habit  alone,  have  displayed  pride  and 
hauteur  both  in  his  manners  and  sentunents. 
His  life  had  then  been  pa&ed  more  in  courts  than 
in  cloisters,  and  Nature  herself  seems  to  have 
.  gifted  him  with  a  quality  useful  to  &e  ambitious, 
as  leading  to  the  fovour  and  even  to  the  esteem  of 
mouarchs  and  ministers :  this  was  an  easy  and 
self-existing  digni^  of  manner  and  of  expreseicm, 
which  art  can  never  successfully  imitate,  and  which 
cannot  be  perfe^y  formed  cm  rules  or  modes  of 
practice.  This  has  been  well  called  his  "  natural 
prerogative,"  uid  one  of  the  superior  distinctiona 
in  his  character,  so  far  as  we  are  now  able  to 
judge  of  his  manner,  justified,  as  it  appears  to  be, 
by  the  extraordinary  facility  with  idiich  he  was 
able  to  execute  most  of  his  designs,  even  of  the 
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higliest  polhieal  importanoe:  at  the  same  time 
it  is  not  surprising  that  his  superiority  in  these 
i^airs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  may  hare  afforded 
the  real  occasion  for  that  common  prejudice,  still 
so  general,  that  he  was  naturally  proud,  insolent, 
and  overbearing. 

This  has  been  judiciously  obeenred  by  FiddE«» 
who  also  urges  his  learning,  superior  to  most  m-< 
dindnals  of  his  time,  as  an  excuse  or  palliatiTO 
for  his  apparent  claims  of  predominance,  both  in 
church  and  stafe,  in  addition  to  the  immense  pover 
and  influence  which  he  virtually  possessed,  not  only 
from  his  ministerial  office  and  the  king's  favour, 
but  also  from  his  legantlne  powers  added  to  the 
Cardinalate. 

With  a  share  of  erudition  fully  competent  to 
qualify  him  for  the  just  and  honourable  dischar^ 
of  his  high  offices  and  conunissions  of  diplomacy, 
be  had  also  the  merit  of  being  the  declared  and 
the  active  patron  of  learning,  as  he  would  also 
have  been  of  the  learned  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  be  had  an  opportunity  of  manifesting ;  for 
the  learned  of  his  day  were,  for  the  most  part, 
friends  or  favourers  of  the  r^onned  system  of 
Christianity  then  beginning  to  spread  itself;  but 
to  that  system  his  own  personal  interests  and 
policy  made  him  inimical. 

His  moderation,  too,  especially  in  re^;ard  to  his 
ecclesiastical  power,  must  not  he  forgotten ;  for, 
with  the  exception  of  his  rapid  patronage  <^  one 
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tBdiridtial,  thence  supposed  to  have  been  his  ille- 
gitimate  offspring,  he  appears  not  to  have  s^ro- 
priated  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  his  great 
preferments  in  the  church  towards  the  a^ran'< 
dizement  of  hie  own  private  family,  but  to  have 
expended  them  either  in  the  forms  oi  iaa  high 
state,  in  the  hospitalities  of  an  hmnense  household 
establishment,  or  in  the  foundation  of  seminaries 
of  learning,  which  still  reflect  honour  on  his 
memory. 

'  £ven  our  great  poet  of  nature,  thou^  the 
purport  oi  his  Henry  VIII.  was  to'  celebrate  the 
diaracter  of  Anne  Boleyn,  the  mother  of  his  royal 
patroness,  does  justice  to  his  fame  when  he  makes 
&iffith  say  to  the  repudiated  Queen  Katharine; 

"  This  Cardinsl, 
Though  from  ap  liumble  stock,  undoubtedly 
Wu  fuhicMi'd  to  mudi  honour.     From  bia  cndk. 
He  was  a  scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one ; 
Exceeding  vise,  fair  spoken,  and  peranading : 
Lofty,  and  sour,  to  them  that  loved  him  not ; 
But,  to  those  men  that  sought  him,  sweet  as  summer. 
.And  though  he  were  unsaUsfied  in  getting 
(Which  was  a  sin),  yet  in  bestowing,  madam. 
He  was  moat  princely:  Ever  witness  tar  him 
Thoee  twins  o(  learning,  that  he  raised  in  you, 
Ipswich  and  Oxford  I  one  of  which  fell  with  him, 
Unwilling  to  ontlire  the  good  that  did  it  > 
The  other,  though  unfinish'd,  yet  so  &mgus, 
So  excellent  in  art,  and  still  so  rising. 
That  Christendom  shall  ever  speak  his  virtue."  '  .. 

To  sum  up  all,  in  a  feW  words,  in  order  to  ap- 
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prectate  Wotoey's  character  fairly,  we  must  care- 
fully observe  hie  actions  and,  without  prejudice, 
endeavour  to  investigate  his  motivefi,  at  a  period 
of  English,  and  indeed  of  European,,  history,  re- 
markable for  great  and  extraordinary  events ; 
events  new  in  themselves,  in  their  nature,  and  in 
their  very  principles,  so  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all 
reasoning,  or  acting  upon  former  precedents.  Then 
truly  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  his  deep* 
laid  poUtical  schemes,  and 'of  his  penetrating  genius, 
we  must  not  try  him  by  a  modran  political  touch- 
stone, but  by  a  close  investigation  of  the  people 
around  him,  of  affairs  both  domestic  and  foreign, — 
nay,  periiaps,  even  of  the  very  imperfect  state  of 
Christian  morality  at  that  period,  arising  from  the 
prevalence  of  superstition  and  igaortaux  over  the 
true  religion,  and  the  maiked  laxity  of  religious 
duties  pomitted  to  churchmen,  especially  of  the 
higher  orders. 

These  considerations  shall  be  developed  and 
illustrated  in  the  ensaing  sheets  of  our  biography; 
and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  notice  that  the  Car- 
dinal was  in  person  tall  and  comely,  and  very 
graceful  in  his  carriage ;  with  the  single  defect  of 
having  his  right  eye  blemished  by  disease,  from 
circumstances  supposed  not  very  creditable  to  him, 
and  from  whence  his  portraits*,  as  .well  as  his 

*  Of  these  portraits  the  two  most  authentic  are  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Physidans,  London,  and  at  Christ  Church,  OiJbrd  j 
but  the  latter  is  supposed  by  Dallairay  nut  to  be  -a  produc- 
tion of  Holbein's  pencil,  though  generally  stated  to  be  so. 
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statue  over  Christ  Oiurdi  portal,  Oxford,  are  all 
represented  in  profile.  Such  is  the  mtroductoiy 
eketch  we  have  to  offer  of  one  whose  life  was  so 
remarkable  and  eventAil,  as  even  to  have  become 
'  a  proverb  in  the  moutiis  of  all  &ose  who  would 
exemplify  the  instability  of  human  grandeur,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  courtly  &vour. 


Thomas  Wolbey,  horn.  1471,  is  generally 
represented  l^  our  best  historians  to  hare  been 
descended  from  poor  but  honest  parents,  and  of 
good  reputation,  resident  at  Ipswich,  in  Suffolk, 
where  the  common  tradition  is,  that  his  father 
was  a  butcher.  His  biography,  Fiddes,  is  un- 
willing to  give  credit  to  tim  tradition,  principally 
on  the  grounds  that,  as  shall  be  further  illustrated 
in  its  place,  his  father  died  seised  of  an  estate 
which,  in  the  possession  of  a  plebeian,  was  at  that 
time  very  considerable ;  that  he  held  several  lands 
and  tenements  by  a  tenure  which  gave  him  a  dis- 
cretionary  power  in  disposing  of  them ;  and,  finally, 
that  he  made  certain  pecuniary  bequests  to  his  fa- 
mily and  friends  of  no  small  value,  acxnrding  to 
the  proportion  which  m<»iey  then  bore  to  the  pre- 
sent rate  and  affluence  of  it 

If  the  Cardinal's  father  really  were  a  batcher, 
he  seems  as  careful  to  conceal  the  secret,  as  the 
most  biassed  of  his  bi(^raphers  can  be ;  for  Ca- 
vendish, who  professes  to  have  drawn  up  the  early 
part  of  his  Memoir  fit>m  Wolsey's  own  mouth, 
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inerely  oburves,  that  he  was  ^  an  honest  poor 
man's  son  of  Ipswich."  But  Campion  decidedly 
deoies  the  allegation,  calling  him  "  a  man.  un- 
doubtedly bom  to  honour ;  some  prince's  bastard, 
no  butcher's  son :"  whilst  an  old  poet  of  that  day, 
wi^  rather  more  delicacy,  thus  expresses  him- 
self: 

"  Great  Priest !  vhoerer  wu  thy  ure  by  kind, 
Wcdeej  of  Ipswich  ne'er  li^ot  thy  miDd." 

Newcomb,  indeed,  in  his  Repertorium  *,  asserts 
that  he  was  not  the  son  of  a  butcher,  though  with- 
out offering  any  grounds  for  that  assertion ;  whilst 
we  have  the  later  evidence  of  Groves,  that,  upon  . 
a  new  and  strict  inquiry,  several  gentlemen  in 
Suffi}lk  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Cardinal's  father 
was  in  truth  a  respectable  grazier  in  the  town  of 
Ipswich,  and  not  a  poor  butcher. 

Fuller  is  the  first  writer  that  mentions  parti- 
cularly this  now  controverted  cimunstance ;  and 
Fiddes  further  uiges,  that  this  story,  most  pro- 
bably, bad  no  other  foundation,  either  in  books  or 
in  early  tradition,  than  a  wretched  figure  over 
one  of  the  windows  in  the  front  of  Christ  Church, 
directly  above  the  Cardinal's  anus,  of  a  dog 
gnawing  a  bone,  but  not  the  spade  bone  of  a 
shoulder  (^  mutton,  as  it  is  generally  described : 
whilst  he  adds,  that  the  figiu^  seems  to  be  placed' 
there  by  mere  accident,  there  being  upon  the  same 

*  Vol.  i.  page  100,  note  d. 
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line  with  it  several  other  "  antics,"  at  proper  di- 
stances, intended,  according  to  the  aMiitecture  of 
'  the  time,  for  the  greater  decoration  of  the  building. 

After  all,  we  may  close  with  an  obeerration  of 
La  Bniyere,  that  there  have  appeared  in  the  world, 
from  time  to  time,  some  admirable,  extraordinary 
men,  whose  virtue  and  eminent  qualities  have  cast 
a  prodigious  lustre,  like  those  unusual  stars  in  the 
heavens,  the  causes  of  whidi  we  are  ignorant  of, 
and  know  as  littie  what  becomes  of  them  after 
they  disappear.  Tltcse  men  neither  have  ancestors 
nor  jKsteritt/.  They  alone  compose  their  whole 
race. 

So,  far,  however,  we  do  know  that  his  father's 
name  was  Robert,  and  that  of  his  mother  Jane,  or 
Joan,  as  appears  by  the  Pope's  Bull  •,  of  favours 
to  all  those  who  shoidd  come  to  Cardinal  Coll. 
Ozon.  (now  Christ  Church),  and  there  pray  for 
the  safety  of  Wolsey ;  and,  after  his  decease,  for 
the  souls  of  him,  his  father  Robert,  and  his  mother 
Joant. 

*  BTiner'B  YaA.  xiv.  295. 

t  Id  the  ngoette  on  tbe  title-page,  we  hare  giren  a  re- 
duced &G-stiniIe  of  Wulsey's  cuat  of  arms,  from  a  hs.  bearing 
the  date  of  1563,  and  now  No.  1197,  (p.  402)  in  the  Har- 
leian  Collection  at  the  British  Muaenm  "Encomium  in 
laudem  Reverendissimi  in  nomine  Patris  et  Domini,  Damiiii 
ThwDR  nuBeratione  divina  tituli  Saoctn  Cedlife,  lacrosaiictc 
RmnanB!  EcclesiK,  presbyter!  Cardioalis  Eboraoen."  Auctore 
Joanne  Hot^gio.  LendeuBe.  A  coat  of  the  very  same  kind  is 
blazoned  by  Edinouaop,  in  his  2d  vohune  of  Heraldry,  and 
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Wc  shall  just  further  ntenUon,  that  it  iqipears 
from  Kirby's  Suffolk  Traveller,  that  in  1514,  Ed- 
mund Daundy,  portman  of  Ipswich,  founded  a 
chantry  in  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  for  a  se- 
cular priest  to  offer  at  the  altar  of  St.  Thomas,. on 
behalf  of  himself  and  hi»  relatives ;  amongst  whom 
he  reck<med  Wolsey,  who  was  then  Dean,  of  Lin- 
coln, also  WolJsey's  parents,  Robert  and  Jane,  then 
deceased.  This  is  particularly  urged  in  favour  of 
the  Cardinal's  descent  being  rather  better  than  his 
enemies  were  dispose  to  allow;  and  in  support  of 
that  conclusion,  Kirby  farther  states  that  Daundy 
first  built  the  market  cross,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  respectable  men  of  the  town  in  his  time :  all 
his  dau^tera  married  gentlemen  of  gpod  fortune ; 
and  the  issue  of  one  of  than  was  the  wife  of  Lturd 
Keeper  Bac<Hi.  Kirby  concludes  from  thia^  that 
it  is  clear  that  the  Cardinal  was  well  allied ;  and 
he  ai^es,  that  as  we  meet  with  notiiing  that  gives  . 
the  least  countenance  to  the  common  notion  of  his 
being  the  son  of  a  butcher,  it  i»  very  probaUe  that 

Attributed  to  Wool«ef,  Suffolk.— Sable,  on  a  croBs  engruled 
»^nt,  a  Hon  passant  gardant  gules,  crowned  or,  betneea  four 
leopards'  faces  azure.  On  a  chief  of  the  second,  a  rose 
of  tbe  third,  between  two  Comish  choughs  pnper. — Creflt, 
a  naked  arm  embowed,  graeping  a  dim  bone,  all  proper. 

This  sets  at  nought  a  etUycoat  engraved  on  wood,  in  the 
first  edition  of  Roy's  Satire,  which  pr<rf'e9Bee,  in  direct  oppo- 
Mtion  to  all  good  heraldry,  to  be  quarterly,  Ist  and4tti,  sable, 
three  bulls'  heads ;  2d  and  3d,  three  Uoodv  axes,  in  a  bloody 
fidd  J  over  all,  in  a  'scutcheon,  of  pretence,  a  ban  dog  oollnred 
and  muzzled. — Crest,  a  Cardinal's  hat. 
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his  parents  were  not  in  such  mean  circmnEtances 
as  the  Cardinal's  enemies  have  taught  the  world 
to  believe. 

He  also  alludes  to  a  vulgu*  notion,  perhaps  still 
in  existenee,  that  Wolsey-  ballt  the  shambles  in 
^e  market  sqiutre ;  but  in  opposition  to  this,  he 
states^  that  these  shambles  were  rebuilt,  or  at  least 
very  thoroughly  repaired,  in  the  40th  of  Elizabeth, 
which  coiild  not  have  been  necessary  had  they  been 
built  by  Wolsey  snch  a  short  time  before.. 

In  8t.  Nidiolas'  church  there  were  three  brass 
inscriptions  taken  up  by  the  visitors  in  1648;  a 
circumstance  which  Kirby  regrets,  from  an  Idea 
that  they  might  have  afforded  some  bints  as  to 
Wolsey's  fiunily,  especially  as  it  was  the  fJEunily 
church,  in  wluiae  immediate  vicinity  stood  the 
house  in  which  tradition  says  the  Cardinal  was 
bom ;  a  supposition  not  improbable,  when  we  con- 
sider that  his  &ther  left  money  for  the  high  sltar 
tiiere,  as  well  as  for  the  painting  of  the  archangel. 

But  setting  all  conjecture  aside,  we  shall  ob- 
serve, that  the  house  in  which  he  was  bom  was, 
and  indeed  is,  on  the  south  side '  of  a  passage 
leading  from  St.  Nicholas'-street  to  St.  Nicholas' 
churchyard.  Its  fivnt  has  been  rebuilt ;  but  local 
antiquaries  are  of  opinion,  that  the  rear  may  be 
contemporary  with  the  birth  of  Wolsey,  which 
took  place  in  March,  1471  *,  the  12th  year  of  the 


*  The  day  of  the  month  is  not  known.   Parish  re^Bters  did 
not  come  into  use  until  1535. 
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,  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and  more  partundarlj  me- 
morable as  being  the  yetar  in  wbich  the  art  of 
printing  was  introduced  into  England. 

Of  Wolsey's  earliest  years  very  little  is  known. 
His  own  statement,  as  delivered  to  Cavendish, 
was,  that  "  being  but  a  child  he  was  very  apt  to 
be  learned ;  wherefore,  by  the  means  of  his  parents, 
or  of  his  good  friends  and  masters,  he  was  ctm- 
veyed  to  the  University  of  Oxford."  This  is  evi- 
dently as  much 'as  the  Cardinal  himself  wished  to 
be  known ;  but  it  is  not  a  little  curious  that  Groves, 
who  otherwise  opposes  the  reports  as  to  the  very 
humble  situation  of  his  fomily,  corroborates  these 
very  reports  in  giving  praise  to  his  &ther,  whom 
he  describes  as  highly  conunendable  for  encou- 
ruging  hiH  stm's  inclination  for  learning,  by  sending 
liim  to  school,  instead  of  putting  him  to  a  mean 
trade ;  the  latter  **  being  the  most  natural  to  be 
e^iected  from  a  person  in  so  low  a  situation." 

What  sdiool  he  was  first  educated  at  is,  how- 
ever, unknown.  Even  Fiddes,  his  professed  vin- 
dicator and  advocate,  goes  no  further  than  con- 
jecture, merely  stating  that  Wolsey  early  dis- 
covered a  docile  and  apt  disposition  for  learning 
which  encouraged  his  parents  to  send  him  to 
school,  and  to  give  him  such  an  education,  ^we 
may  judge  qf  their  design  in  it  by  the  event,  as 
might  prepare  him  fior  the  University. 

Fiddes  also  ai^es  against  the  correctness  of 
Cavradish's  insinuation,  or  rather  assertion,  that 
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he  was  sent  to  Oxford  at  the  expense  of  friends, 
and  not  at  the  proper  and  sole  expense  of  his 
father;  iirgin{^  that  it  appears  from  his  CEtther's 
will,  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  a  measure : 
but  as  Cavendish  professes  to  have  received  his 
informatirai  on  that  head  from  Wolsey  himself, 
we  may  allow  his  Htatement  to  pass  in  preference 
to  conjectural  deduction. 

-  We  cannot  find  any  record  of  the  precise  year 
cf  his  entrance  at  Magdalen  CoUe^  Oxford,  which 
had  been  selected  for  his  university  studies,  nor 
does  any  reason  appear  why  that  particular  col- 
lie was  chosen ;  but  as  he  is  expressly  stated  to 
have  taken  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  the 
very  precocious  age  of  fourteen,  the  date  d  his 
graduation  being  thus  fixed  at  the  year  148A,  we 
cannot  well  allow  him  less  than  two  years  {wevious 
study,  which  will  place  his  entrance  at  the  mn- 
versi^  in  148S. 

It  was  in  that  memorable  year  that  Edward  IV. 
■died,  "  leaving  tills  wtvld"  for  Richard  "  to  bustle 
in;"  the  murder  of  the  royal  brothers,  and  the 
usurpation  of  the  crodc-backed  tyrant,  all  taking 
place  within  the  same  year. 

If  any  of  our  readers  should  think  two  years 
too  short  a  period  to  allow  previous  to  graduation, 
we  must  remind  them  that  the  circle  of  sciences 
in  the  universities  of  that  day  was  of  much 
smaller  diamet^  than  at  present,  even  without 
taking  Wolsey's  extracmlinary  capacity  and  dili- 
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gemce  into  the  accoant ;  tor  it  was  not  until  the 
very  period  in  queetion,  that  Greek  bad  even  b^ 
come  an  object  of  stAdy,  In  fact,  it  was  then 
called  the  new  language,  and  its  etadj  totally  dis- 
approved of  by  the  heatb  of  collies;  so  that  there 
-wra^onfy  8  few  of  the  reformed  who  patronised  it, 
-in  spite  of  opposition,  and  who,  no  doubt,  had  their 
nnloB  ctHUiderahlj'  increaeed  by  the  new  lights 
which  it  threw uponthe  Christian dnpensation. 

'  'niough  -Wolsey  did  not  take  his  d^iee  untO 
148S,  his  extraordinary  abilities  must  have  pn- 
'naaaly  made  hinr  an  otiject  of  attention ;  and  we 
might  even  hazard  a  conjecture,  that  at  that  early 
-period  of  life  he  had  b^uu  to  attract  royal  notice: 
fer  H  is  upbh  record,  that  the  learned  GnM^n  was 
doBin  dlrinity  reader  of  Magdalen  Collie  in 
1)184,  or'thereafaontr;  in  which  year  Richard  III., 
ih'oue'of  hn  progresBiB,  stoi^ied  for  aome  time  at 
OxfilKd,'  taking  up  his  residence  at  Magdalen,  and 
IteUug^ddighted  at  hearing  Grocyn  and  ottfon  en- 
gaged' in  public  and  private  disputation.  The  sub- 
^edd  «f  dispiitation  are  not  preserved;  hut  we  may 
supposethem  bo  have  turned  upon  the  "new  lan- 
guige,'*  snd''hs  'new  diseo^nies-,  and  even  that 
the  ydti^Ad'aaparaat  after  ecctesiaskieal  dignities, 
thoiigir  tlieti  but  a  BtiKtsnt,  must  have  been  broc^t 
ftrwarA'  in'  the  royal  preseuoe,  nota^  fixnn  hia 
■gmeril  durqetsr  fbr  precocious  learning,  but  also 
tiayi^  tiie  ficiendahip'of  GnNyn,  yriih  whom  he 
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was  then,  aad  for  some  y&en  tSterwtids,  id  haUts 
-of  intimacy ;  onttl  he  fomnd  that  the  new  doctrinei, 
if  pennittdd  to  increase,  mtist  strike  at  the  very 
-im)t  of  hia  priestly  and  papal  ambition. 

That  Wolsey  was  then  really  fitted  for  public 
dis^mtation,  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  very 
'9000  after  his  entrance  at  College,  he  was  dis- 
tinguished at  Magdalen,  and  indeed  throu^out 
tlie  Univeru^,  for  the  extx&ordinary  progress  he 
had  made  in  logic  and  philosophy ;  and  that  he 
was,  even  thea,  as  remarkable  for  his  learning  in 
^vinity,  wliich  he  principally  acquired  by  an  early 
reading  of  the  works  of  Thomas  Aquinas. 

We  have  already  fixed,  and  upon  &ir  calcula^ 
tion,  the  year  oi  his  first  degree  at  1485 ;  on  whidt 
subject,  and  his  progress  at  College,  Cavmdiah 
obaerves,  "  where  he  so  prospered  Bfatntly  ia 
leamiOg,  that  (as  he  told  me  by  his  own  mouth) 
he  was  made  Batchelor  of  Arts  wheni  he  past  not 
fifteen  years  of  bis  age ;  he  Was  called  most  com- 
monly through  the  Uuivetaity  the  Boy  Batchelor ;" 
a  precocity  oi  University  hraoours,  in  which  he 
was  never  equalled  but  by  Cardinal  Pole.  . 

It  was  in  the  same  year  that  Richard  fell  at 
Boswortb,  BO  that  Henry  VII.  succeeded  to  the 
throne  of  England,  giving  tranquillity  to  the  king- 
dfltn,  and  ensuring  a  sa£^  protection  to'  the  seats 
of  learning.  Under  audi  happy  auspices,  Wolsey 
pursued  his  studies  with  redouUed  assiduity,  paTp 
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ticnlari^  aided  by  his  £rieiul  Qroeyoi  «d  advan- 
tage, however,  of  whidi  he  was  deprived  in  1488, 
h^  the  departure  of  that  learned  Hellcaiist  far 
Ocmiany.  Groeyn  indeed  I'etnmed  to  Oxford  in 
1491,  but  then  he  tdok  up  his  residence  at  Exeter 
College,  where  he  taught  the  Greek  tongue ;  and 
■une  }%ara  afterwards,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
notice,  becaioe  tb^  tutor  dfthe  ftr-famfid  Erasmus. 

Thoa^  no  precise  date  can  now  he  traced,  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  Wolsey  graduated 
Master  of  Arts  previous  ix>  Orocyn'a  return ;  or  at 
least  in  this  jeai.{li91),  a  year  lihewiae  remaric* 
aUe  for  the  birth  of  his  future  noyal  patron; 
Henry  VIII. ;  as  was  tlie  ensuing  one,  for  an 
event  iriiich  produced  an  extraordinary  change  in 
ibt  aflbiis  of  Europe — the  discovery  of  the  western 
hiemisj^ere  I^  Columbus. 

Soon  after  graduating  Master  of  Arts,  and  being 
(hoeen  one  cf  the  fellom  of  Magdalen  Collie, 
Wolsey  was  selected  as  the  fittest  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  sdiool  connected  with  that  establish- 
ment ;  an  office  which  he  filled  for  some  time  with 
fpxat  credit  to  himself,  add  great  advantage  to  his 
pi^ils:  bat  it  waA  not  to  the  mere  leantittg  qf 
lit  schools  that  he  now  confined  his  taleats,  for 
Hie  fine  arts  appear  to  have  engaged  much  of  his 


Dallaway  observes,  that  it  is  generally  und^- 
Btood  that  in  this  year,  1492,  the  finely  [wopor- 
c2 
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tioned  tower  of  Magdakn  College  *  was  pfamnea 
\tf  the  aspirmg  genius  of  Wolsey ;  and  be  adds, 
diat  it  was  Lis  first  es6ay  in  a  icienoe  wMck  fafl 
well  imderstood,  and  practised  with  extraOTdimny 
magnificence.  But  whether  the  origiBel  plan-wat 
really  Wolsey's,  seems  rather  a  matter  of  doubt. 
The  foundadon  sbae  .was  .cntatnly  laid,  aa  tlu 
Q&  AjiguA,  1488.;  and  it  is  poSaiUe  Aat  the 
bursar  of  the  College  in  that  year,  who -ww  the 
active  Qumager  in  that  business,  may  h&yc  availed 
himself  of  Wolsey's  architectural  ^dll  in  preparing 
a  plan  bx  its  erection :  bat  it  k  equally,  possible 
that  the  Common  opinion. or  tradition  on  this  sub- 
ject may  bare  arisen  stdaly  from  his  being  boma* 
at  t^  period  of  its  eoizq)letiaQ  in  1498,  six  years 
afterwards,  when  he  may  have  done  so  mncb  to- 
wards its  embellishment,  as  to  have  the  [dan  at- 
tributed genertdly  to  Um.. 

Wolaeyhi&ndf.BeenH  not  to  bate  taken. mudi 
pride  in  hia  University  hcnoum,  at  least  in  later 
dAjra ;  for  all  that  he  emdded  Cavendish  te  say  of 
kbb  was;  that  "  thus  prospering  and  inentasing  is 
learning,  he  was  made  fislowe  of  UiudeJin  CoUq|<^ 
iand  after  elected  or  appointed  to  be  schcde-mastnr 
of  Maudelin  Schola :"  and  it  is  curious  that  he  did 
not  even  acquaint  that  confidential  friend  w^ 
the  date  of  his  taking  rarders  for  the  priesthood. 

*  It  is  122  feet  iu  height,  and  26  in  diuneterj  and 
Ocoufied  ax  y«tn  in  buUdtng. 
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Thoogh  tmsble  to  amdffi  the  date  of  fail  ea> 
tnuiee  on  tlie  clerical  fimctioiiB,  we  niay  dearly' 
ascertun  tnxu  his  ftther*a  will  *.  which  is  dated 

*  It  ia  notioed  by  Fiddes,  that  in  tb«  ongitud  will,  a  copy 
«f  which  we  here  inaert,  the  name  ia  written  Wuley,  and  he 
takes  occaaion  tbenoe  to  obaerve,  that  from  this  Tariation  in  ' 
tiie  qielltng,  tome  penona  may  object  tiiat,  notwitihatanidin^ 
the  ooncurrrace  of  other  dreamttancea,  which  render  it  higfalf 
fmbable  that  this  waa  die  will  of  the  Cardinal'a  biher;  yet, 
after  all,  it  might  be  the  will  of  tome  other  peraon.  But  he 
adda,  that  on  thia  ptnnt  it  will  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  in 
two  authentic  instruments  directed  to  him  from  Rome  at 
diArent  times,  hia  name  is  eksctly  written  as  in  the  will ; 
wiaA  doconwnta  he  refers  to  in  Rymer's  Vcdien,  rol.  xii. 
p.  183,  whilst  he  was  rector  of  LymingtoD,  addreaaed  bi  him 
by  Pope  Alexander,  and  afterwarda  by  Pope  Julius  II.  in  a 
dlifteosatitm  to  hold  a  third  living. — Rymer,  xiii.  p.  217. 
The  will  runs  thus ; 

"  In  Dei  nomine,  amen,  the  xxxi  day  of  the  month  of  Spp- 
tember,  the  year  of  our  Xjord  god  a  m.  C.C.CCJxxxxTi. 
I  Bohert  Wuley  of  Ippyswiche,  ho<dl  of  mend,  and  in  good 
memory  beying,  make  my  testament  aod  my  last  wyll  in  this 
■laid  wyie.  First  I  beqoeath  my  Soull  to  almyghty  God  our 
I^y  Sent  Mary  and  to  all  the  company  of  beryn,  and  my 
body  t©  be  buryed  in  the  churchyard  of  our  Lady  Sent  Mary 
of  Nflumket.  Also  I  bequeath  to  the  hey  anter  of  the 
Eancbe  ol  teat  NichoUs  of  Tppyawiche  vif .  v'md.  alao  I  bo- 
(Beath  to  the  penting  of  the  archangel  there  zl«. 

"  Item,  I  wytl  that  if  Thomas  my  Son  be  a  preist  within  k 
year  next  after  my  decease,  T  will  that  he  syng  for  me  and  my 
frends  1^  the  space  of  a  yer,  and  he  to  have  for  his  salary 
ten  marics ;  and  if  the  aeyd  Thomas,  ray  Son,  be  not  a  preist, 
I  win  diat  another  honest  preist  syng  for  me  and  my  frends 
for  the  term  aforeaud,  and  he  to  have  the  salary  of  ten  marks. 
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the  3l8t  of  September,  1496,  that  up  to  that  period 
he  had  not  arrived  at  prieBt's  orders,  thou^  be 
vea  then' near  twenty-five  years  of  age;  but  that 
he  was  intended  for  the  church,  both  by  his  own 
unshes,  and  the  desire  of  his  parents  and  friends, 
is  sufficiently  evident.  From  the  probate  annexed 
to  the  will,  as  in  the  note  below,  and  dated  11th 
of  October  in  the  same  year,  we  may  infer  that  it 
was  «  death-bed  will,  and  that  W<^8^  lost  his 
fether  this  year  early  in  that  month;  but  how 
lon^  his  mother  survived  is  not  upon  record.  Nor 
does  it  appear  from  the  tenor  of  the  mortuary  in- 
strument, that  his  inheritance  was  to  any  amount; 
his  mother  being  left  in  possession  of  all  the  landed 

"  Itemi  I  vjM  that  Joan  my  vyfe  liave  all  my  lands  and 
tenetDeota  in  the  pariahe  of  St.  NicliolaB,  in  Ippyswicbe, 
afcresaid,  and  all  my  free  and  bond  lauds  in  the  Fdche  of  St. 
Stolce  tf>  give  and  to  sell.  The  residue  of  my  goods,  not  be- 
queathed, I  gire  and  bequeath  to  the  good  disporition  of  Joan 
my  wife,  Thomas  my  Son,  and  Thomas  Cady,  who  I  order 
and  make  my  executors,  to  dispoae  for  me  as  they  shal 
think  best  to  pies  almy^ty  God  and  f'tyt  tar  my  soul,  and 
of  this  my  testament  and  last  wyll  I  order  and  make  Richard 
Farringtoo  superrisor,  and  he  fbr  to  have  for  his  laboor 
xliit.  mid.  and  yf  the  seyd  Richard  deserve  more,  he  for  to 
have  more  of  Joan  my  wyf.  Item,  Ibeqa.  to  Ae  said  Thomas 
Cady  my  Executor  aforeseyd,  xiib.  iilirf,  yeryn  the  day  yar 
and  place  above  uretyn." 


"  Probatum  fnit  prmens  Testamentum  apud  Gipwic,  oanm 
uoluB  Offic.  Cons.  Dm.  Epi.  Norwic  si  die  mensis  Octotffia, 
Auno  Dm.  miUimo  cccmclxsxxvi." 
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-property,  with  power  also  to  alienate  it,  whilst 
even  the  chattels  eeem  raiheF  intended  for  the 
good  of  the  father's  soul  than  for  the  worldly  wel- 
fare of  the  son. 

It  appears,  at  this  time,  to  have  been  customary 
for  the  young  nobility,  not  only  to  attend  the 
University,  as  at  present,  but  also  to  receive  tbeil> 
eariy  education  at  the  schools ;  a  practi<%  which 
first  opened  to  Wolsey  the  door  of  patronage,  iot 
Cavendish,  speaking  of  the  year  1497.  says,  "  at 
which  time  the  Lorde  Marquis  Dorset  now  had 
three  of  his  Bonnes  there  to  schoole,  ctnniuittiilg 
as  well  unto  him  their  education  as  their  instnio- 
tion  and  learning." 

But  Wolsey's  strict  attention  to  his  duties  did 
not  prevent  him  from  forming  several  frieDd- 
ships,  amongst  which  we  may  enumerate  Mr., 
afterwards  Sir  Hiomas  More,  John  ClarynKmd, 
afterwards  President  of  Magdalen  Coll^^  Thomas 
Halsey,  afterwards  a  Bishop,  and  though  last  not 
least,  the  learned  Erasmus,  who  first  came  to  Ox- 
.ford  in  the  year  now  under  consideration.  This 
latter  friendship  was  hi^y  honouraUe  to  Wolsey's 
personal  character;  for  it  is  upon  record  that  iboe 
existed  between  him  and  Erasmus  a  mutual  re- 
spect and  union  of  sentiment  in  all  matters  where 
literature  was  concerned.  They  joined  cordially 
in  [ffomoting  classical  studies,  which  were  pecu- 
Uarly  obnoxious  to  the  bigotry  of  that  period; 
they  were  both  great  friends  of  the  "  new  learning," 
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as  it  was  called,  or  tke  study  of  the-  Gidek  lao- 
guage;  and  thdr  love  of  leaning  and  contempt 
for  the  monks  were  points  of  unity  between  thoA. 
In  short,  Erasmus  certainly  conceived  a  veiy  high 
opinion  of  W(ds^,  and  said  many  things,  in  hia 
ferour  ;  but  he  has  been  reported  to  have  dianged 
his  mind  afterwards :  n(v  is  it  surp^ing  this 
should  have  hecai  the  case,  when  we  consider  there 
is  every  reason  to  belierethatWolsey  wascn  very 
good  terms  witib,  and  even  ia  confidenoe  with  the 
early  reformers;  indeed  heeven  declared  himself 
that  he  would  r^rm  the  (^urch,  but  then  hecould 
not  destroy  papacy  in  England,  as  the  reformers 
wished,  except  in  his  own  despite,  because  -that 
way  lay  his  ambition — an  ambition  which  lurked 
early  in  his  bosom  for  the  pqial  tiara !  * 

Notwithstanding  this  intimacy  with  the  re- 
formists, Wolsey's  influence  at  coUege  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  at  all  tm  the  d^line ;  fcs:  it  ap- 
pears that  in  1498  he  was  chosen  bursw,  and  in 
that  capacity  put  the  finishing  hand  to  the  great 
tower  oi  Magdalen,  still  in  its  primitive  state,  and 
a  standing  memorial  of  the  delicacy  of  his  taste  in 
that  branch  of  Gothic  aidiitecture. 

*  Had  Widaey  mcceeded  in  his  viewa,  he  would  hxn  been 
tlie  aecood  En^ishmaa  tbat  sat  in  the  papal  chair. 
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Trath  here  obliges  us  to  confess  that  there  are 
some  coU^e  traditions  on  this  subject  not  very 
Avourable  to  Wolsey's  character.  It  is  said,  that 
chiring  his  execution  of  the  office  of  bursar  or 
treasurer,  he  luvolved  himself  improperly  in  some 
difficulties  as  to  his  accounts,  which  obliged  him, 
for  a  time  at  least,  to  retire  from'Magdalen  into 
die  country.  Another  tradition,  milder  in  its 
diat^es,  states  that  it  was  not  on  account  of  any 
inivate  personal  misconduct  on  his  part  that  this 
retirement  took  place,  but  solely  fnnn  his  having 
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appropriated  the  funds  in  the  treasury  chest 
towards  the  erection  of  that  noble  tower,  without 
sufficient  warrant  from  those  who  had  the  control 
of  expenditure ;  whilst  a  third  party  assert  that  so 
resolved  was  he  on  the  completion  of  this,  his 
favourite  object,  that  he  actually  had  recourse  to 
violent  methods  to  fiunish  himself  with  supplies 
from  the  treasury  for  that  purpose.  But  there  is 
no  ground  for  these  surmises,  beyond  mere  tradi- 
tion :  and,  as  the  charges  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  noticed  by  his  numerous  enemies  in  his  life- 
time, we  may  naturally  conclude  that  there  never 
was  any  real  foundation  for  them,  beyond  perhaps, 
his  overbearing  conduct  towards  tiiose  whose  duty 
it  was  to  control  the  college  expenses,  and  who 
may  have  been  unwilling  to  sanction  that  rapid 
expenditure  which  Wolsey  wished  for,  in  order  to 
ensure  to  himself  the  honour  of  completing  that 
elegant  specimen  of  ecclesiastical  magnificence. 

Indeed  there  are  many  other  reascHis  why  little 
credit  should  be  given  to  the  story;  especially 
when  we  recollect  that  Wolsey  bad  already  fona^ 
those  ambitious  views  which  were  the  load-star 
of  his  future  life»  and  that  he  therefore  would  be 
cautious  in  regard  to  proceedings  which  ml^t 
have  blasted  all  his  hopes,  even  in  their  very  in- 
fiancy,  and  which  would  have  been  a  perpetual  bar 
to  all  future  promotion  or  preferment :  and,  at 
least,  we  may  i^;ree  with  his  vindicator,  Fiddes, 
that  there  is  more  candour  in  considering  ths 
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noble  starueture  of  Magdalen  tvwtar  sa  aa  euAy 
essay  of  Wc^eefa  great  and  enterpr^iiig  mind, 
thaa  as  an  occasifHi  of  his  perpetrating  a  scaodaknu 
crime,  for  which  there  is  no  good,  or  competmt 
proof. 

Independent  of  all  this,  the  eveDts  now  crowding 
upon  us  show  how  ItttJe  probability  there  can  be 
in  such  a  Btory,  inasmuch  as  it  mtiat  have  pat  a 
stop,  for  the  time  at  least,  to  his  scholastic  laboorB; 
and  perhaps  aepaxaixd  his  pupib^ — a  circumstance 
which  succeeding  facts  clearly  show  could  not  bare 
happened :  since  it  is  well  known  that  Wolsey's 
^rodence  and  industry  in  the  management  of  the 
sciiool  of  Magdalen  were  the  first  steps  to  his  rise 
in  the  churdi,  through  the  friendship  and  grateful 
kindness  ofthe  Marquess  of  Dorset;  for  that  noble- 
man having  sent  for  his  sons,  at  Christmas  in 
1499>  to  his  mansion  in  Leiceatershire,  trans- 
mitted an  invitation  also  to  Wolaey  to  acooanpaay 
them.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  and  when  the 
novelty  of  field  sports  and  amusements  was  a  little 
worn  off,  the  marquess,  who  was  not  only  a  good 
scholar,  but  a  man  of  the  world,  ttx^  opportunities 
of  prnminji^g  the  youths  iocBvidually  in  r^ard  to 
their  progress  in  learning ;  with  whidi  he  WHS  very 
well  satisfied,  and  convinced  also  that  such  a  pro- 
gress could  only  have  been  made  through  the 
extreme  diligence  and  attenti<m  of  their  tutor. 
For  this  he  was  anxious  to  bestow  some  mark  of 
-gratefbl  remunendion  upm  Wolsey ;  and  it  fa^ 
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pening  at  dw  uMMnt  duit  tlie  ificutobent  of 
Jjylniiigtoa  in  SiHiieraetshire  (3<An.  BoHe)  had 
dc^Bfted  this  life,,  the  mor^ueBa,  who  was  patroa  of 
the  UTing,  instaDtly  pceeesited  it  to  his  new  fri^dk 
who,  after  the  holidays,  returned  to  Oxford,  with 
ih&  jpresentatioa  in  his  pocket.  On  his  arrival  at 
the  university  in  January,  1500,  the  new  diurdi.- 
-  man  seetns,  by  the  aocount  of  his  friend  Cavendish* 
to  hate  made  great  haste  to  take  pcissession  of  his 
living,  for  he  instantly  waited  on  the  tvdinary,  for 
the  purpose  of  beii^  instituted  to  the  rectory;  aitd 
tiamt  being  provided  with  all  the  necessary  papers 
from  the  ordinary's  <^ce,.he  eetoSfor  Somerset* 
shire,  and,  carefully  avoiding  all  delay,  he  sat  down 
quietly  in  the  eigoyniient  of  his  benefice  *. 

*  Some  vrit«n  hare  ctoifouiided  this  with  Lymington,  in 
Hampshire ;  but  drcumstuiceB  contradict  that,  fitr  it  was  the 
property  of  the  noMefionily  of  DeBedrera,  until  Edward  III. 
(RKd  it,  or  isther  fitrced  the  heuew,  Isabel  de  Fortihoa,  to 
make  it  orer  to  the  Crown  apoo  her  death-bed,  for  a  ray 
inodeqaate  consideration.  A  few  years  after  this  ui^ust  ' 
seizure,  howerer,  it  was  restored  to  the  Courtenays,  Earls  of 
Devonshire,  and  heirs  of  De  Redrers,  with  whom  it  remained 
until  29tb  of  Henry  VIII.  IS38,  eight  yean  after  Wolsefs 
decease :  eo  tbat  it  could  nerer  hate  been  in  the  preaentxtioa 
irf  the  Dorset  finuly. 

The  real  parish  is  caOed  Ummuigton,  In  the  Index  ViUaris, 
and  is  in  the  Hundred  of  Stone  and  Yeovil,  in  Soinereetahire ; 
but  even  here  we  find  sonte  little  difficulty  as  to  the  right  of 
presentation,  for  CcdUnsoo,  in  his  history  of  the  county,  says 
diat  Limmington  belonged  to  tlie  BonWUee  frcm  traip.  Henry 
IV.  until  tke  $di  of  Elizabeth,  when  it  eame  to  the  Vv 
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.   Whilst  xefiident  at  Lyraingtoai  Wolsey  faitii- 

fiiUy  and  fairly  perfonoed  all  the  duties  of  a  parish 

priest ;  officiatiiig  duly  in  hig  core,  aod  repairing- 

aiid  beautifyiiig  the  pfirsonage  house;  where,  even 

ds  late  as'the  mkfaUe  of  tlie  last  century,  were  re- 

inahung  tokciK  of  hig  -woriee,  espeei^y  his  initiBls 

in  some  of  the  windows.     Collinson  also  rwordB 

that  there  is  yet  to  be  seen  his  cypher  on  the 

pannel  of  an  ancient  pew  in  the  chancel  of  the 

,  whilst 

gave  a 

in  the 

awards 

t  really 


a  &om 
being  so  circumspect  or  so  irreproachable  as  it 
ought  to  have  been ;  for,  at  this  very  period,  he 
must  have  been  engaged  in  that  intrigue  which 
gave  birth  to  an  illegitimate  son,  known  after- 
wards by  the  name  of  Thomas  Winter,  upon  whom 
he  heaped  ecclesiastical  preferments,  even  so  hi 
as  an  archdeaconry,  to  the  great  scandal  and  com- 
plaint of  the  more  rigid,  or  more  h]rpocritical  part 
of  the  priesthood.  But  in  a  religicm  which  pro- 
fesses to  enforce  celibacy  on  its  dei^ymen,  and 

quMS  ot  Dorset.  But  ThcmiM,  first  Harqoess,  married  to  his 
second  wife,  Cicely,  dingliter  and  beireas  of  Lord  BaiTille 
and  Harringtoi). 
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clcrgffwomtn,  too,  as  Corporal  Trim  called  tbem, 
little  better  can  be  expected :  Bince,  bowever  plau- 
sible the  BrgaiDenta  in  favoor  of  clerical  celibaejr, 
we  can  find  opposite  ones,  and  irresistible  too,  in 
tbe  yndiVBB  vi  our  own  protestant  priesthood,  and 
kidead  in  a  reference  to  the  general  princqdea  of 
human  nature. 
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SECTION  II. 

1W1— 1S08. 

Conduct  «r  Wolsey  as  b  Parish  Prieet— Extnordiiuiy  Aaeo- 
dote— Dorth  of  bis  Pxtros  Donet— Beetnea  Chmplaln  to 
AfciibiBbgp  ot  Caoterfasry — also  to  Sir  John  Nanbji — P&- 
troniaed  by  Henry  VII,  and  appointeda  Boyal  Ch^tlaia — 
Sketch  of  Eurnpean  Folitica  at  that  Period— Courtly  Id- 
trigaea— Personal  Conduct,  and  early  Ambition — Dipltw 
matic  Skill,  EmbaMy  to  the  Emperor,  and  rapid  Rise  ia 
Koyal  Farodr^EocIesiafltiiial  latrigues,  flee.  &c  &o. 

At  the  close  of  the  preceding  section,  we  have 
noticed  an  anecdote  of  Wolsey,  for  &e  truth  of 
which  we  cannot  vouch,  though  stQl  believing  it 
to  rest  on  indubitable  authority ;  but  an  event  of 
a  more  public  nature  took  place  at  this  period, 
whidi  may  be  considered  as  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  his  private  character.  On  this  subject 
Cavendish  briefly  states  that  Wolsey  had  not  been 
long  at  Lymington,  when  Sir  James  (Amyas) 
Paulet,  who  lived  in  that  neigbbouriiood  "  tooke 
an  occasion  of  displeasure  against  him,  but  upon 
what  grounds  I  knowe  not ;  insomuch  that  Sir 
James*  was  so  bold  as  to  set  the  ScboolTnaster 

*  This  «as  Sir  Amyn  Panlet,  of  Hnton  St.  George,  So- 
fnenetraiiGtotorofthflEarixtfPoulet.  He&adbeenlmii^ted 
for  hit  galknt  oonduct  at  the  battle  of  Newark  apon  Trott, 
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b^  the  heeles  durinff  his  displeasure;  which  af- 
front was  aft«wardB  neither  forgotten  nor  for- 
given,"— as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  when 
we  record  Wolsejr^  devation  to  the  chancellor- 
ship. 

Of  this  untoward  aflfur,  FHddes,  his  decided  ad- 
vocate, merely  states  that  Faulet  put  an  aOrpnt 
upon  him,  very  unsuitable  to  his  character,  as  a 
scholar,  and  a  {niest,  who  had  in  those  parts  a 
proper  siad  settled  cure  of  souls.  Fiddes  further 
states  that  what  his  real  or  pretended  crime  was, 
upon  which  Sir  Amyas  committed  him  to  the 
stocks,  none  of  the  authon  whom  he  had  con- 
sulted had  related.  He  hints,  indeed,  Uiat  this 
.disgrace  was  a  mere  arbitrary  effect  of  some  per- 
sonal prejudice  which  that  Knight  had  to  Wolsey 
or  to  his  priestly  office ;  but  he  certainly  comes 
nearer  to  the  mark  when  he  acknowledges  that 
there  is  a  traditionary  report  that  the  affair  arose 
out  of  a  dnmken  frolic  in  which  Wolsey  had  in- 
discreetly engaged  at  some  rustic  festival.    YeA, 


early  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  vhto  SimDel'i  n 
put  down,  and  be  had  also  a  command  daring  Warbeok's 
aflair,  being  soon  after  made  one  of  the  Knighta  of  the  Kii^'* 
body;  yet  notwithstanding  }]iB  &rauT  with  Henry,  Wolsey 
contrired,  during  the  reign  of  his  son,  to  find  fiiU  gratification 
of  rerenge.  We  see,  as  in  the  text  above,  that  Carendiih 
apeaksof  Wolsey  btnig  still  a  achodmutv;  and  it  is  oufoiu 
thst  CoOins  in  bis  peerage  (rid«  Art  Ponlett)  also  desoibM 
Un  as  iMing  than  only  a  sijiodnButeT  at  Lyningtoa. 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AKD  HIS  TIMES.  83 

observing  furiher  upon  it,  this  advocate  certaiuljr 
endeavours  to  make  the  beat  of  it,  when,  alluduig 
to  the  subsequent  revenge  of  Wolsey,  though  he 
owns  that  some  have  thought  that  a  Chancellor  of 
England*  an  Archbishop  of  York,  and  a  Caidinalt 
ou^t  to  have  foigotteii  an  injuiy,  though  of  a 
most  provoking  nature,  done  many  years  before, 
to  a  private  parish-priest,  and  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  had  the  injuiy  'been  merely  personal* 
then  it  would  have  been  more  becoming  a  great 
and  generooB  inind  to  have  buried  it  in  oblivion : 
bat  then,  he  throws  In  that  the  Cardinal,  perii^ie, 
thon^it  the  order  Itself  suffered  by  an  outrage 
attended  with  the  last  amsequences  of  in£uny; 
and  so  it  might  appear  to  him  not  alt<^etheT  so 
'improper  or  unreasonable  that  some  animadver- 
sion should  be  made  upon  it.  Fiddee,  iiuleed,  ac* 
knowledges  that  the  punishment  was  more  than 
commensurable  to  the  offence ;  but,  for  our  part, 
we  cannot  help  thinking,  that,  if  Wolsey  had  felt 
himself  right,  he  would  not  have  ik^ted  for  re* 
dress  until  he  could  obtain  it  by  hifa  own  at-bitrary 
power. 

The  only  author  we  have  seen  who  attempts 
to  account  candidly  and  &irly  for  this  affair  of 
die  stocks,' is  Groves,  who  wrote  about  the  middle 
€$  the  last  century,  drawing,  however,  some  of  his 
fiuls  from  Fiddes :  and  he  speaks  of  Wolsey  as 
bong  remarkable  for  a  free  and  sodaUe  temper, 
and  fond  of  living  in  a  friendly  and  open  cconmu- 
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nicatlon  with  his  parishioners  and  neighbouts.  He 
adds,  but  upon  what  authority  we  know  not,  ex- 
ceipt  the  tradition  whidi  Fiddes  mentions,  that  he 
once  w«Qt  with  some  of  these  to  a  £ur  in  an  ad- 
jaoNit  town,  where  he  drank  to  excess,  and  sub- 
sequently created  some  disorder.  Paulet  ia  sup* 
posed  eitlier  to  have  been  present  at  the  same,  or 
to  hare  heard  of  it  afterwards ;  and  frar  that  exr 
oess  was  it  that  ^JS  Inflicted  such  aU  indignity 
upon  the  jovial  priest 

Tliat  it  was  a  sev»e  ili(»tlficati(»i  to  Wobey 
cannot  be  doubted :  indeed,  it  ia  said  to  have  mar 
dered  him  very  uneasy  in  his  core,  being  therein 
exposed'  to  rude  treatment  from  ignorant  and  Itt- 
bred  people,  whence  he  fonnd  his  authority  leesetaed 
so  much,  as  to  make  him  feel  it  advisable  to' 
dumge  his  residence;  a  resohition  further  cchi- 
firmed  by  the  death  of  his  patron  the  Marqueai 
of  Dorset,  which  rendn«d  it  necessary  for  himt 
who  iAt  the  strong  spring  of  ambition  in  his 
bosom,  to  look  ronnd  him  for  a  new  patron,  and 
for  a  wider  field  for  his  abilities ;  having  thus  lostt 
for  a  time  at  least,  thfe  principal  support  of  his 
hopes,  the  maiqneea  being  a  nobleman  of  such 
distinction  at  Court,  and  in  the  state,  as  to  have 
been  to  faim  a  sure  means  of  &cilltating  bis  ad* 
vancemsnt  to  the  highest  posts  in  the  Churdh, 
or  even  in  the  pursuit  of  political  Influence  anfl 
powo*. 

The  death  of  the  Marquess  of  Z^tttset  was  tb«i 
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ikebeisarify.  «t  fint,  a  soorce  of  trouble  «Dd  spxie^ 
to  Wolsey,  he  \amDg  depended  much,  if  not  solely^ 
iqMHi  that  femily  iutenst  for  promotioa  in  tht 
CbuTcfa ;  besides  wiiich,  his  fellowship  bfurmg 
been  Aeceassrdy  given  up  on  beooming  rector  (^ 
XiynuJBgtOi,  he  was,  in  a  grbat  measure,  rewovetf 
from  cdOpge  inteiest,  EUs  feeUugs,  at  ^ai»  mor 
hMAt,  art  Tei7  j^uaiatly  d^cribed  by  bii  firiMd 
CaTendiflh,  who  says,  that  now  beiog  destitule  <d 
hia  sagular  good  lord,  as  wdl  as  of  his  k\k>w 
flhip^  which  was  most  of^hia  r^ie£»,  ha  thou^ 
loaig  to  be  provldod  of  some  other  kcep»  to  defend 
himself  from  all  such  storms  as  he  toi^ik  me^ 
with.  He  then  details,  how,  "in  his  trarell 
ibveaboDta,"  he  -grew  acquainted  with  a  ywy 
gieat  and  andevt  knigbC  who  had  a  gieat  place 
in  Calais  under  HeOfy  VJI. ;  and,  he  adds,  that 
this  kuigbt  he  served,  and  behared  himself  9t 
discreetly,  tliKt  he  obtolaed  the  special  faronr  of 
his  eaid  mwter ;  Inaomudl  -tbaU  fot  his  wit  and 
gravity,  he  committed  all  the  care  and  cha^e  o^ 
his  oSax  to  tus  aaSA  cb^lain.  The  bni^t,  he 
CQittintles,  shortly  aftanrards  gave  up  his  of&w  of 
Treasuier  of  Calais,  and  returned  to  Eojfandt  iur 
tending,  on  aceiuAt  of  his  great  agc^  to  live  a 
waan  private  life ;  and  to  reward  the  services  of 
Wciaey,  be  proeured  for  him  the  situation  of 
ehapUin  to  the  long. 

Tha  kaij^t,  here  alhided  tOiVms  ^JohnNaa- 
£ui;  bat  the  lattltr  occurrence*  did  pot  take  j^ace 
d8 
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lontil  two  jrears  afterwards,  during  part  i^  wliidi 
period,  as  we  shall  proceed  to  show,  Wolsey 
met  with  both  ecdesiastical  patronage  and  pref»- 
ment. 

These  were  cimfierred  on  him  bjr  archbifAi<^ 
Dean,  who  received  falm  into  his  seiTiee  as  one 
of  his  domestic  ch^tauu ;  and  such  wag  his  ob- 
liging and  respectful  behaviouT,  that  he  gained 
rapidly  on  the  fiivour  of  the  Canterbury  prelate 
who  recommended  him  most  strongly  to  the  pope^ 
whence  be  recalTed,  soon  after,  dispensationB  to 
hold  two  benefices  at  tmce ;  a  thing  then  almost 
unheard  of. 

Dean  was  an  Ozfbrd  man,  and  may  probal^ 
have  known  Wolsey  personally,  whilst  the  tetter 
was  at  his  studies;  and,  had  he  lired  longer, 
would,  no  doubt,  have  proved  an  excellent  eode- 
aJastical  patron,  for  his  interest  must  have  been 
great,  being,  first.  Abbot  c^  Llantbony;  then 
Chanodlor  of  Ireland ;  Bishop  of  Bangor,  trandated 
thence  to  Aylesbury ;  and  in  two  years  afterwards, 
'  elevated  to  the  Archiepiscopal  See  of  Canterbury. 
Weever,  in  his  Funeral  Monuments,  describeB  him 
as  aveiywiBe,induBtriou8nien,  by  whose  care  and 
diligence,  during  his  abode  in  Ireland,  Pertds 
Warbedc,  who  counterfeited  himself  to  be  Richard 
Uie  young  Duke  of  Yoric,  was  forced  to  fly  from 
thence  into  Scotland.  He  was  assiduous  for  the 
welfiue  of  the  Churdi;  and,  whilst  Bishop  of 
Bangor,  reoova^  several  parcda  ai  land  for  that 
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See,  wUch  had  been  lost  tiiro«|^  the  ne^igenoe 
of  his  predecessors ;  amongBt  which,  was  an  island 
between  Ho^faetid  and  Ai^eaey,  caUed  Moile 
HcKtnart,  mt  the  lahmd  of  Seals.  He  also  ex- 
pended considaraUe  sums  in  the  repan^tm  <^  the 
cathedral  and  palace  at  Bangor,  which  had  been 
burnt  hy  Owen  (Hendow^. 

Baring  the  short  time  that  he  held  the  See  of 
Canterboryt  he  was  very  active,  having  not  only 
buik  the  greatest  pert  of  Otford  Hods^  hut  also 
raised  the  irtMi-work  whic^  was  then  upon  the 
ctfMDg  of  Rochester  bridge.    . 

He  died  15th  of  Felmuuy,  at  Lambeth*  and 
his  body  vras  carried  by  water  to  Faversfaain; 
from  thenoe  by  land  to  Canteifmry,  where  he  was 
boried  in  the  chapel  of  the  martyrdom  of  Thomas 
a  Becket ;  attended  to  the  grave  by  all  his  do- 
mestic clergy,  amongBt  whom  Wdsey  was  pre- 
sent, hy  awards  of  sixty  of  the  {Nriocipal  gHitry 
of  the  -county,  and  by  fifiy  tomb-bearers  with 
burning  torches.  On  his  coffin  was  laid  an  effigy 
in  his  aAdiieiHSCOpal  robes ;  and  the  wh<^  wag 
omducted  with  the  most  solemn  caremony,  WtAaey 
and  Gardiner,  then  his  chaplains,  walking  as  chie 
mourners. 

Em-ly  in  April,  1008,  prince  Arthur  died,  leav- 
ing the  suceesncm  (q>en  to  his  younger  brother, 
Henry,  then  Ihks  of  York,  and  soon  after,  created 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Westminster,  about  which 
time,  Wdsey  was  succejipfiil  in  his  endeavonr  to 
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oibtaiD  thk  favour  and  paowidge  of  SKr  J(3m 
Kanfaii,  ai  tikeaiy  alluded  to. 

ReepectlDg;  thisperson^e,  there  is  some  d^ree 
(rf  bidgrapfaical  imcertainty.  Fiddes  says,  that  Sir 
John  being  a  Somersetshire  gentleman,  it  Is  not 
improbable  that  Wolsey  had  contracted  some  ac- 
quaintance witb  him,  during  hia  residence  in  ihat 
CodBty;  but  Nash,  in  hia  histaoy  a!  Worcester- 
a^ire,  Btatw,  that  J<^  Nan&n,  about  IMS,  was 
son  and  hefr  of  Sir  Sidbard ;  and,  he  adds,  that 
it  was  Riduird,  who  was  C^itain  d  Calais,  made 
a  knight  and  esquire  of  ike  body  to  Hairy  VII. 
But  this  docs  not  9gr«e  with  the  alleged  years 
and  infirmity  of  Wolsey^fiatrbn;  for  Sir  Sadianl 
Naufon  was  Sheriff  of  Worcestershire  in  1M8« 
and  his  wife  HargSMt  did  not  die  until  1^09, 
when,  by  her  will  now  m  the  Proiogative  office^ 
she  left  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  diurch  cf 
the  exaltation  of  the  Holy  Craast  in  tiie  hospital  of 
St  Bartholomew,  in  West  fimidtfield,  along  witb 
her  husband  Sir  Richard  Nimfbi,  knt. 

How  Wolsey  conducted  himself  with  this  new 
patron  has  been  already  recorded  in  an  extract 
bom  Cavendish,  who  also  maitlons  his  recom- 
mendation to  a  royal  ch^laincy ;  of  whidi,  how- 
ever, Drake,  in  his  history  of  York,  speaks  in 
rather  more  unqualified  tenns,  for  he  says,  that, 
**  growing  weary  of  Nanfan's  chaplainship,  his 
boundless  spirit  not  brooking  so  narrow  a  oon- 
finemrat,  he  begged  ie&ye  to  resign,  when  the' 
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other  got  him  preferred  to  be  <me  of  the  king's 
diaplaina." 

It  was  an  important  era,  a  time  fruitful  in 
great  erents,  when  Wolsey  -thus  fouiKl  himself  on 
tibe  first  step  to  poltticsl  preferment  and  influence 
— a  period  which  may  he  considered  as  the  dawn 
of  popobo'  rights,  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
(tf  arts  and  sciences,  and  of  our  modem  political 
predominance :  and  a  slight  sketch  of  what  now 
ficmos  the  British  empire,  and  of  foreign  states  in 
general,  will  enable  us  more  fully  to  appreciate 
the  talents,  as  well  as  the  aCticms  of  the  subject  of  , 
our  biography. 

Eh^and  herself  cannot  be  said,  as  yet,  to  have 
fended  the  basis  of  her  present  system  of  policy, 
^tber  home  or  ftaeign,  nor  did  she  even  approach 
towitrda  it  until  the  subsequent  reign  of  Eliea- 
betii.  when  (he  protestant  religion  was  firmly 
cstaldished.  But  a  great  change  was  taking  plac^ 
notwithstanding,  in  consequence  of  the  baronial 
power  being  then  broken  by  Henry  VII.  throu^ 
the  statute  permitting  the  barons  and  other  great 
landholders  to  aliraiate,  or  to  mortgage  thejr 
estates,  without  the  payment  of  heavy  fines  for 
Ucences  of  alienation. 

As  yet,  England  was  but  a  secondary  maritime 
powers — the  naira!  preponderance  of  Europe  then 
resting  with  Portugal  and  Spain,  they  possessing, 
agreeable  to  p^ial  division,  both  the  Indies.  Ctnn- 
merce,  of  course,  was  but  in  its  in&ncy ;  for  it 
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was  only  in  the  preceding  short  reign  fH  Hidiard^ 
that  we  had  appointed  consuls  in  foreign  ports : 
and,  even  at  the  accession  of  Elizabeth,  tlie  cus- 
toms did  not  produce  more  than  86,000/.  per 
annum.  Home  mann&ctures  were  principally  of 
iron  and  wool. 

The  fine  arts  also  were  in  their  in&ncy ;  yet, 
with  us,  next  to  Italy,  they  had  made  greater 
progress  than  in  any  other  country  of  Europe: 
and  we  must  do  Wolsey  the  justice  to  aclmow- 
ledge  that  much  of  their  improvement  in  the  snb* 
■  sequent  reign  was  owing  to  his  example  and  en- 
couragement. 

The  affairs  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  was  likely  ijo 
affect  England,  may  now  be  oonsidered  as  in  ia 
quiescent  state ;  for  James  IV.  was  recently  united 
to  the  princess  Margaret,  Henry's  eldest  daughter, 
and  a  peace  had  been  for  scmie  time  omchided 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  It  is  true,  that  this 
union  was  objected  to  hy  some  of  the  oonndl, 
on  the  plea,  that  thus  Hie  crown  mi^  fidl  to 
the  blood  To^of  ScoHand;  but  Henry  ovennlad 
the  olgectioii,  saying,  that  England  would  not 
lose  by  tiiat,  for  it  would  not  produce  an  acces- 
eiaa  of  England  to  Scotland,  but  of  Scotland  to 
England,  independent  of  the  national  jealousies 
and  quarrels,  that  would  be  guarded  against  fay 
such  an  event  taking  place. 

Of  the  state  of  Ireland  at  that  period  little  &- 
Tourable  can  be  said ;  fax  it  was  then  a  divided 
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aad  anh^^  oountiy,  with  wiuO.  may  be  calkd 
three  classes  of  inhabitants,  whose  intravsta,  a« 
they  themselves  belieTed,  and  whose  pngudices 
were  8lwa)rs  in  a  state  of  war&rq.  Of  the  original 
Irish  one  portion  was  dvilised,  being  either  within, 
or  near  to,  the  J&oglish  p^ ;  whilst  the  other  was 
wild  and  savage  in  manners,  living  less  by  agri- 
culture than  by  predatory  incursions  upon  their 
neighbonrs,  with  a  kind  of  natural  taste  for  re- 
bcWon  and  diauge,  and '  always  even  ready  to 
destroy  each  otiier  in  Ae  quarrels  of  their  diiefe ; 
who  were  also,  in  a  great  measure,  snbject  to  the 
will  of  the  general  mass,  from  the  operation  of  the 
system  of  Tanistry,  wliidi  often  placed  an  luide 
or  cousin  in  rank  and  power,  when  the  l^;al  heir 
was  too  young  for  the  duties  of  a  chief,  or  when 
any  ambitious  relative  of  the  heir  choaei  by  flat- 
tering the  pe<^e,  to  usurp  hereditary  rights.  The 
other  dase  d  Ixiah  population  consiBted  of  the  de? 
Bccsodants -t^  English  settlers,  from  the  time  of 
Henry  II.  to  the  period  in  question. 
%  We  may  state  ,here,  that  Ardibishop  Sean, 
Wolsey's  late  patnui,  had  been  Lwd  Deputy  t^ 
Ireland  in  1495,  then  holding  the  episcopal  chair 
of  Bangor ;  and  was  succeeded,  in  1496,  by  the 
£aii  of  Kildare,  of  whom,  with  reference  to  Wol- 
sey,  an  anecdote  will  be  found  in  another  place. . 
Kildare  liimaelf  had,  indeed,  been  fiir  some  time  a 
prisoner  in  England ;  and  was,  in  1496,  Invught 
befcav  the  long  and  council,  to  answer  to  nume- 
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nofl  political  crittUB  chafed  against  him.  Heory 
told  tiie  «Ari,  when  fixst  brou^t  before  him,  that 
he  feared  ha  cause  was  a  voy  bad  oae ;  and, 
iherefere,  as  an  indulgmoe,  he  should  have  what 
counsel  he  desired.  **  Then,"  said  Kildare,  "  I 
dudl  ^tcfa  upon  the  best  counsd  in  England." 
The  king,  asked,  **  Who  is  that?"  when  the  earl 
replied,  "  Marry !  even  your  faij^uiess."  This 
^eased  the  king,  and  he  landed  heartily;  and 
wlien  the  council,  aftet  long  investigBtiion,  had 
conridcred  the  case,  and  the  coiuud  for  the  pro- 
sccution  had  finished  his  pleadings  with  the  ob* 
an'vation,  "  That  all  Ireland  could  not  govern  the 
earl,"  the  king  ^th  great  good  humour  replied, 
HuA  if  90,  then  the  earl  was  the  fittest  man  to 
govern  Ireland;  confirming  this  decision  by  a 
q>eedy  appointment  of  Kildare  to  the  office  of  l<»rd 
deputy,  which  he  executed  for  several  years  with 
&6  utmost  IcytHty,  though  not  withont  many  ene^ 
mies ;  but  of  this  more  anon.  ' 

To  begin  with  the  west  of  Europe,  it  Is  suf- 
ficient to  observe  of  Portugal,  that  she  was  under* 
ibe  dominion  of  Smanuel,  the  grrat  ^coarager  of 
fotmga  disooreries ;  and  had  already  b^an  to  de- 
rive great  advantages  from  her  settlements  in 
Afi4ca,  and  in  her  new  commerce  with  India  1^ 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  she  had  little  weight 
otherwne  m  European  politics,  having,  suffered 
mucb  by  her  unhappy  wsr^uv  in  Barbary«  to> 
wards  the  dose  of  the  preceding  centory. 
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'  SfNdn  WBS  goPOfoeA  hf  Flgrdtund,  fikther-jn- 
tev  of  line  yaaag  France  Henty,  and  gnu^firtiha' 
of  the  young  Rrinoe  Charles,  eft«VBrds  Charles  V. 
heir  apparent,  or  ratho-  h«ir  probable,  to  the  im» 
pe^sl  tbnme :  but  ^lein  wm  sufibring  mxah  in 
her  internal  regulatlonB,  Ify  the  recent  raqmlsioB 
of  the  Moor»  and  Jem,  which  had  almost  deprived 
.  her  of  dw  means  of  aiiand  hidustry. 

France  vas  BUHie  onbitibus  than  powerful.  She 
had  not  yet  reoorered  from  the  effects  of  her  cn>k 
teats  with  Eng^d,  respecting  claims  to  the  crown 
•—claims  whidi  Hemy  VIII.  shortly  irfterwarda 
broo^it  fitrward  to  th^  fullest  extent ;  but  ihe 
was  puttteg'  fortb  her  ene^es,  and  had  alreai^ 
oommenoed  bar  oareer  of  preponderance  in  the 
affain  of  Europe,  though  for  a  time  confined  to 
the  intrigoeir  61  tbe  papal  succession,  and  the  in- 
tricacies (tf  Italian  pohtics. 

Tbe  state  o£  Italy,  from  internal  jealonnes,  and 
friHn  ihe  claims  of  varknis  princes,  was  by  no 
means  a  happy  one;  yet  not  nwre  than  tenyeaza 
IHreviou,  Qtiiccardant  speaks  of  it  aa  quiet,  pleb* 
aant,  aad  ea^y;  adding,  that  since  the  decUiie.of 
As  Roman  empire,  the  principalities  of  that  etntik* 
try  had  not  tasted  of  such  great  and  genflral  ^o- 
^erity,  nor  had  they  been  so  happy  or  so  wall 
govnned.  The  consequence  was,  thai  being  on 
all  sides  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  hills  and 
barren  places  were  tilled,  and  made  no  less  fruitfiit 
than  tbe  valleys.    It  flourished  also  with  men  (^ 
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wit,  wdl  versed  In  all  the  arts  and  sdenees ;  whfiit 
the  pet^le  wexe  distiiigiiished  for  tfaejx  knowledge 
and  dJscipUne  in  war,  th»el^  bearing  a  great  re- 
putaticHi  amongst  the  Eun^tean  natiiMis. 

But  from  this  state  of  rq>oae  it  had  now  lor 
scmie  time  been  disturbed  by  the  claims  of  Charles 
VIII.  of  France  to  the  crown  of  Nafdes,  and  Iqr 
the  political  intrigues  of  Lndovic  Sfbnn,  uncle  to 
Ihe  Duke  xji  Milan.-  To  this  must  be  added  the 
ambition  of  Caesar  Borgia,  base  son  of  Pope  Akx^ 
ander,  who  also  aimed  at  the  throne  of  N^iks ; 
and  whose  expenses  were  so  great,  that  the  r&>. 
venues. of  the  church  woe  not  sufficient  for  him 
and  for  the  state  of  his  father's  -pupal  court,  joined 
to  the  father's  own  expenses  in  a  ahame&tl  career 
of  every  disgraceful  vice. 

The  condnet  of  Pope  Alexander^  about  thk 
period,  certainly  tended  to  produce  that  order  of 
things,  which  subsequently  gave  to  Wolsey  strong 
hopes  of  the  tiara,  as  far  as  bribery  eould  be  sue* 
oessful;  for  the  conclave  was  now  in  the  most 
corrupt  state,  in  cmsequence  of  Alexander  havii^ 
established  a.  new-  college  of  ei^^  writers  of 
brie&,  as  they  were  called,  eadi  of  whom  pur- 
diased  his  sitoation  ior  250  crowns  of  gtrikl ;  of 
his  having  tdaf^  sold  several  cardinal's  hats,  where 
vacandes  baj^wned  from  natural  demise ;  nay,  of 
his  having  even  formed  the  plan  of  p(»soning 
many  of  his  richest  prelates,  for  the  sake  of  plun- 
dering their  property,  and  sdling  their  b 
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Aksand«r  bIbo,  on  occa^on  of  the  grand  jubUee 
at  Rome,  had  raised  large  sums,  by  selling  pardons 
and  indt^eneea  to  such  aa  coald  afford  to  buy 
them ;  nay,  he  evra  granted  the  spiritoal  advan- 
tages of  that  pilgrimage  to  those  who  did  not  at- 
tend, provided  they  were  willing  to  pay  sufficiently 
for  the  same. 

In  Germany,  Maximilian,  Archduke  of  Austria^ 
had  recently  been  dected  emperor;  in  addition  to 
whidi,  by  his  marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Bur- 
gundy, he  possessed  that  dukedom,  tt^ther  with 
the  whfde  of  &&  sevrateen  provinces  of  the  Ne^ 
tfattlands.  But  his  power  as  emperor  was  by  no 
means  extmsive,  the  princes  and  inineipalities 
fadng  all  insnbtffdinate  and  all  Independent 

Such  then  was  the  state  of  Europe,  when  the 
Mibject  of  our  biogr^^diy  first  became  a  courtier, 
and  first  grasped  at  political  power. 

Wolsey's  appointment  of  chaplain  to  the'  king 
WBB,  as-  already  noticed,  prindpoUy  owii^  to  the 
firiaid^  reoonunendatifni  of  Sir  John ;  but  he  felt 
himadf  haypy  in  obtaining  it  by  any  means,  for  it 
had  been  a  frequent  saying  of  his,  that  if  he  could 
but  set  one  foot  in  the  court,  he  had  no  doubt  of 
obtaining  whatever  he  might  wish  f(B*:  and  he 
sqpecdily  set  himsifelf  to  profit  <^  bis  promotion,  b^ 
ginwiy  now  more  closely  to  study  the  nature  of 
manasd  things ;  in  which,  as  we  are  told,  by  the 
incredible  penetration  of  his  wit,  the  facility  and 
>  of  his  gmiuB,  accompanied  with  a 
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profoddd  jndgmait,  he  made  such  a  ftt'ogTeaa,  as 
aurpoised  many  about  him.  It  was  said  of  him. 
that  it  was  not  only  his  good  fbrtune  that  etalted 
him  to  that  wonderful  greataess  he  afterwards 
arrired  At,  but  also  his  industry  and  extraordinary 
parts. 

His  manners  must  also  have  had  cossideraUiit 
effect,  for  he  is  reinreeented  by  Archbishop  Farter, 
ia  his  British  Antiquities,  as  learned,  and  soft  and 
pleasing  in  speech,  and  remarkable  for  ele^gance  of 
maim^B,  and  propriety  of  dress ;  advantages  which* 
at  that  imperfect  period  of  civilisation,  must  have 
stood  him  in  great  stead.  It  is  lemarkad  of  him 
likewise,  dtat  he  raised  his  sentiments  with  his  for- 
tune; and,  as  he  Was  ptc£erred,  studied  to  be  equal 
to  the  trust  reposed  m  him ;  alws^  condaicttiig 
both  hunsdf  and  his  eonversatiDns  siiitable  te 
the  different  stations  of  life  in  whidi  he  was  pro- 
gressively placed. 

Still  it  ai^iears  that  it  was  not  to  his:  pa«snal 
merit  alone,  except  as  tiiat  might  be  uaefiil  to 
others,  that  Wolsey  was  indebted  fcr  the  early 
rapid  rad  he  met  with ;  nor  was  it  so  much  fiosa 
his  courtly  flattery  that  Bishop  Fox  patranisei 
him  at  first,  as  from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  tiiat 
prelate  to  avail  himadf  of  Wolsey  as  a  politJeal 
assistant.  Fox  saw  dearly  tiut  promodon  inost 
speedily  &I1  upon  caie  so  wall  qualified  for  my 
canploynisit  at  court ;  and  aeebrdlngly  hoped,  by 
the  assistanoe  of  so  aUe  and  so  active  a  peraan,  to  - 
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be  in  a  better  couditum  to  obriitte  tKa  derig^-of 
bis  potent  riral  the  Earl  of  Suny  *  sfid  by  tJaajt 
means  to  prevent  the  earl  £rom  filling  the  oour^ 
with  his  own  creatures 'and  dependents.  Soch 
were  the  bishop's  politics ;  tmt  they  did  not  show 
tbemselves  in  their  true  colours  until  the  bc^- 
ning  i^  the  next  reign. 

But  WoLsey's  object  was  certainly  to  attach 
himself  to  the  party  of  Bishop  Fox,  and  it  is  esr 
presaly  st^ed  by  an  accurate  writer,  that  he  no 
sooner  found  himsdf  in  a  situation  so  for  above 
his  former  hopes  or  prospects,  than  he  begun,  with 
due  policy,  to  secure  all  its  advantages ;  fw  which 
purpose,  as  his  domestic  hiograjdier  states,  h« 
having  then  just  occasion  to  be  daily  in  sight  of 
the  long  in  his  closet,  and  not  duMsii^  to  spend 
the  rest  of  the  day  in  idleness,  he  would  titend 
those  men  whom  he  thouf^  to  Ijear  most  rule  is 
the  councils,  and  were  most  in  &voar  with  the 
long.  These,  at  the  period  in  question,  were  the 
hbtA  Privy  Seal,  Dr.  Fox.  Bishop  of  \^che8ta?. 

*  Tkii  was  Thomas,  aon  of  John,  fiivt  Ddn  «f  Morfelk,  wt 
cnst«d  hj  Jlipbud  III.,  bat  thin  at  Bonrwtli,  and  attauM- 
But  Thomaa,  then  also  created  Earl  of  Surry,  tliough  taken 
prisoner  on  the  field,  was  soon  after  hooouired  vith  the  con- 
fidence of  Henry  VII.,  who  appointed  him  a  privy  counsellor, 
restored  him  to  die  earldom  of  Surry,  luid  employed  him  not 
fKily  Bgaiast  the  Soots,  but  also  on  ocoasion  of  some  of  the  in- 
amrections  in  the  north.  At  the  period  in  question,  he  held 
the  high  office  of  Lord  Treasurer  of  England. 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


48  WOLSBY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

ioad  the  master  of  the  wards  and  constable  of  tJie 
Tower,  Sir  Thomas  Lovell,  Knt.,  described  as  a 
very  wise  and  sage  counseUor. 

'Nor  were  his  labours  in  vain ;  for,  as  Cavendish 
fiirtber  states,  these  ancient  and  grave  counsellors, 
in  process  of  time,  perceiving  Wolaejr  to  be  a  man 
ci  very  acute  wit,  thought  him  a  meet  instrument 
to  be  employed  in  greater  affairs ;  but  it  was  three 
years  after  his  first  appointment  as  chi4>tain,  b^re 
any  o^rartunity  offered  for  the  exercise  of  his 
powers,  in  an  embassy  to  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian, which  shall  be  noticed  in  its  place. 

Before  we  dose  the  year  150S,  we  may  notice 
that,  on  the  S5th  of  June  in  that  year,  the  young 
Prince  Henry  was  assured  in  marriage  to  the 
Princess  Katharine  of  Spain,  widow  of  his  brother 
Arthur,  at  the  palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury 
in  FleetHstreet  *.  Of  1504,  we  have  only  to  ncxad 
that  Wolsey  still  held  the  rectory  of  Lymington, 
as  appears  from  a  papal  bull  of  that  year,  ooii* 
taining  a  dispensation  for  his  holding  a  third 
liviog,  the  rectory  of  Bedgrave,  in  the  diocese  of 
Nrawidi,  to  which  he  was  instituted,  in  1505,  by 
die  venerable  and  religious  Abbot  of  St  Edmund's 
Bnjy. 

H^uy  VII.  had  now  been  for  some  time  a 


*  This  pslace  stood  upon  the  ground  vhich  now  fonna 
Salidxiiy-iquare  and  Dorset-rtreet,  stretching  its  gardens 
domi  to  the  rinr,  at  preMnt  occu[Hed  by  coal  wharft. 
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Widower ;  and,  in  looking  rotmd  him  for  a  wife,  had 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  Margaret,  Duchess  Dowager  of 
Savoy*,  and  dan^ter  of  Maximilian  the  Em- 
penxr ;  for  which  purpose  he  was  anxious  to  em~ 
ploy  a  confidential  ambassador :  aAd  it  is  a  curious 
fact,  that  however  popular  he  was  becoming  with 
the  leading  ministers,  yet  up  to  the  ,period  of  the 
proposed  embassy  to  the  emperor,  it  do^  not  ap- 
pear that  Wolsey  had  been  in  the  slightest  degree 
honoured  with  the  royal  notice.  This  is  evident 
firom  the  statement  ol  his  own  domestic  Uogra* 
pher,  who  says,  that  the  king  having  an  ui^ent 
occasion  to  send  an  ambassador  to  Maximilian, 
Who  **  lay  at  that  present  in  the  Low  Countries 
at  Flanders,  and  not  farre  fi*om  CaUis,"  the  Bishop 
of  Winciiester,  and  Sir  Thomas  Lovell,  two  of  his 
majesty's  most  esteemed  counsellors,  were  one  day 
fldvi^ng  and  debating  with  themselves  about  this 
embassy,  when  they  mutually  agreed  th»t  they 
had  now  a  convenient  opportunity  of  pushing 
Wolsey  on  the  road  to  preferment.  For  this  par> 
pose  they  took  occasion  to  comme&d  his  excellent 
eloquence  and  learning  to  the  monarch,  who  paid 
attention  to  their*  representations,  desiring  than 
to  mtroduce  thejr  fevorite  to  the  royal  presence 

*  This  wotild  lure  been,  had  it  taken  place,  tha  fennatioB 
of  a  iecond  matiiiBonial  alliuue  with  the  Spanisli  and  imperial 
dynasty,  Henry*!  Mm  and  heir-apparent  betog  already  aaaured 
to  Katharine,  aunt  of  Chariea,  aftervards  emperar,  who  was 
«lw  onfamr  to  the  Mdt  abcC. 
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wben  t^  kio^  to  aacertain  tbs  alriliticfl  of  A> 
disdain,  ottered  into  fiuBiliar  discouree  with  him 
eeateraiikg  mabiexs  of  etaiie,  and  his  ratisety 
found  him  "  to  bee  a  man  of  a  sfaarpe  wit,  aed  of 
inch  exeeUent  parte,  tliat  hee  thon^  him  wcwthy 
to  bee  put  in  truflt  with  mattm  of  greats  fxm* 


.  The  king  was  bo  sooner  convinced  of  Wolsey** 
fitoesfl  for  the  embaasy  in  question,  than  he  gave 
him  (vders  to  prqwire  for  it  instantly,  Tefening 
him  to  the  iHng  in  council  for  his  eowmiaion  ami 
Instmetiona ;  during  the  prepanticm  of  which,  the 
new  ambeflsador  had  frequent  ocoi«oaa  t«  repair 
from  time  to  time  into  .the  royal  presexKe,  sCitt 
foither  oMiTindiig  Henty  of  his  tingukr  wisdom 
and  sound  judgment 

With  a  heart  swelling  with  ambition^  and  aa 
anxious  desire  to  distinguish  hixosdf  upon  thi« 
flattering  oi^rtuiiity,  Wokey  senns  t»  have  mad* 
up  his  mind  to  astMiidi  at  least  l^  his  despatch 
even  if  not  sucoesafol  in  his  d^j<»natic  exertions: 
Meordin^y,  hara^  taken  his  final  audience  ef 
leare  at  j^duoond  at  four  o'clock  in  the  aftrauoon* 
he  embM^ked  on  board  a  Grovesaid  bai^e  broii^ 
np  the  river  for  that  purpose ;  and,  with  the  heif 
of  wind  and  tide,  reached  Gravesend  in  litUe  mwe 
!than  three  hours.  Stopping  only  for  post  horses, 
he  set  off  between  seven  and  eight  in  the  evening 
for  Dover,  and  txavelling  with  a  speed  nearly  equal 
to  that  aS  the  [sresent  day,  he  anrived  at  Dawv  the 
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iriext  UorniBg  BtthaverymoBMMtwfawithepacfcdt 
got  nnder  wei^.  No  time  Tm  imw  to  be  loit ; 
be  pushed  «ff  to  tiie  padoC,  and  before  noon  was 
safe  <m  shore  at  Calais.  Still  prearii^  on,  lu 
waited  only  for  poet  hwses,  and  tra-Tdled  witit 
aath  diligeiKX,  tiiat  at  a  late  hoar  in  the  jeTcming 
he  found  himself  at  the  residence  of  Mtodmilian* 
who,  hearing  (tf  the  arriTal  of  anambosBadrar&oDi 
Henry,  detmroiaed  thai  no  dttie  shotild  he  lost  in 
diplomatic  formaUtiaa,  "  for  his  affection  to  th* 
king  of  Enghuid  was  sudi,  that  he  was  glad  of 
any  oppcAtnnitie  to  doe  him  m  nntsie,"  and  di- 
rected th^  Wokey  duraH  instantly  be  adnutted 
to  the  imperial  doset,  who  appears  to  liave  mads 
good  use  of  tibe  ooeadon,  stating  dearly  and  do^ 
qnently  tbe  object  ef  h»  embas^,  and  erofiag 
Speedy  despatdi  thcrson.  In  iMi  he  was  enii- 
neatfy  successial,  for  erery  tUng  was  settled  early 
Ike  next  day,  all  Henry's  requests  oeii^  girauted, 
#hen  he  again  set  oSfose  Calais,  where  he  arrived 
that  night,  accompanied  by  a  splemdid  traio  ui 
noUes  frcMn  the  emperor's  coart  to  do  him  htttour. 
At  Calais  his  arrivtd  Jubt  took  place  as  the  gates 
were  c^tened  at  day-break,  where  be  foond  a 
padcet  ready  to  ball,  tnmt  whieh  ]he  was  landed  at 
DoTer  betwem  ten  and  eteron  cfdodc  in  tise  ibr&* 
BootM  iQ  less'tiuui  serenty  houn  after  his  depaitiov 
from  Ridmymd,  where  he  arrived  that  ni^it,  aid 
went  quietly  ts>  bed  untU  the  mornj^. 
iHe  sooAO- did  His  king  leave  his  bed^ihainbcE*^ 

E  2 
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8t  an  tarty  boor,  to  proceed  to  his  closet  to  nany 
tiian  Wob^  presented  hinuelf,  when  the  king, 
tittle  awBre  al  what  had  taken  place,  be^pm  to 
dieckhimfor  his  remissness  in  not  having  alxeady 
set  off  u|Km  his  embassy — "  Sir,"  Wolsey  is  r^ 
pcffted  to  have  replied — **  if  it  may  ple«se  your 
Highness,  I  have  already  been  widi  the  Emperor, 
and  despatched  yoor  affairs,  I  trust  to  your  Grace's 
contentadon,"  and  thereupon  he  jwesented  his  so- 
vereign with  his  letters  of  credence  from  the  em- 
peror. Having  entered  into  all  the  partundars 
tbe  king's  wonder  was  strongly  excited ;  but  hia 
majesty,  for  the  present,  dissemUed  his  admiration 
and  imagination  in  that  matter,  under  the  sem- 
blance of  coldness,  if  not  of  harshneas,  and  de- 
manded of  him  if  he  had  met  with  a  pursuivant 
,  who  had  been  sent  after  him  with  letters,  "  which 
concerned  very  material  passages  which  were 
(Knitted  in  thdr  consultation,  whicJi  the  king 
earnestly  desired  should  have  been  despatched  in 
his  amhassage." 

His  mi^esty,  in&ed,  scarcely  imagined  the  mes- 
senger to  be  well  out  of  Londrai,  and  was  there> 
fore  doubly  surprised  when  Wolsey  answered — 
**  Yes,  fonootfa,  I  met  with  him  yeaterd^  by  the 
way;  and  tluM^  I  had  no  knowledge  tbereot 
yet  notwithstaaidinge,  I  have  beene  so  bold,  upojt 
mine  own  discretion,  perceiving  the  matter  to  be 
very  necessary,  in  that  behalfe  I  despatched  dw 
same :  and,  forasmudi  as  I  hare  beene  so  bold  to 
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exceed  my  oonunission,  I  most  humbly  crave  your 
royall  remiasioti  and  pardon." — "  The  Idng,  in- 
wardly rejmdn^,  replied — ^we  doe  not  only  pardtm 
you,  bat  give  you  our  princely  thanks,  both  for 
your  good  erfdmt,  and  happie  expedition :  and 
disnuffied  him  ftw  that  present,  and  bade  him 
retume  to  him  againe  after  dinner,  for  a  further 
relation  of  hia  ambassage,  and  so  the  king  went 
to  masse." 

Woteey  then  todc  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
visiting  his  good  friend,  the  Bisht^  of  Winchest^ 
and  Sir  Tliomas  Lovel,  wfao  received  him  with 
warm  applause  for  having  thus  done  such  hcoiour 
to  their  rectmimendation,  paving  the  way  at  the 
same  time  to  further  coftdeuce  and  prderment, 
soon  after  manifested  in  his  presentation  to  the 
Deanery  of  Lincoln,  which  was  then  the  greatest 
clerical  promotion  the  king  could  give,  short  of  a 
Wflhopric  Wolsey  again  found  himsdf  about  to 
lose  a  patron,  for  Henry's  health  began  sensibly 
to  decline ;  a  dreumstaoce  which  must  have  been 
more  than  onUnarily  regretted  by  him,  as  he  was 
every  day  rising  higher  in  the  royal  fovour: 
indeed  he  had  now  become  a  favourite  companion 
of  his  majesty,  who,  feeling  the  hour  of  death 
^proadi,  was  more  disposed  to  admit  his  chaplains 
tiian  hia  ministers  to  his  hours  of  privacy.  Yet 
it  was  not  jn-ecisely  for  religious  purposes  that 
Wolsey  was  selected  flor  the  royal  closet ;  for  the 
Iting  himself,  whenever  his  health  would  permit. 
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took  great  deKght  in  the  soei^  of  the  most  able 
xad  learned  men  about  the  oouit,  and  in  nom 
more  than  that  of  Wolsey,  whom  he  at  last  bi^ao 
to  oonault  upcm  his  prirate  affairs,  m  well  ei 
mattei*  of  Btat«;  and  It  waB  |«indp8lly  on  this' 
account  that  he  affpointeA  him  to  the  office  <d 
timoutr,  tber^  fixing  bim  m(s«  particularly 
near  to  the  rc^  person. 

Tbia  intimacy  with  the  king  now  for  the  first 
time  led  to  an  intimaey  with  tJbe  pcriuce,  who  was 
about  scfventeea  yeara  of  age,  and  begimung  to 
tbiofc  for  himself.  The  youthful  Henry  wtf  ficat 
induced  to  notice  Wdsey  in  consequence  of  tiie 
geuerel  respect  that  was  shown  to  him  by  all  ai)ovA 
the  court ;  and  on  a  i^ore  intimate  acguaantanoe 
he  became  so  delighted  with  his  society  and  con- 
versation, tltat  he  was  in  the  habit  oi  conversiug 
with  bim  for  hours  together, 

IntheseinterriewBwith  the  heir  apparent  Wdsey 
was  not  unmindful  of  his  own  interest,  but  took 
every  opportunity  of  furtha  inj^«dating  bJ^mflf, 
and  soon  began  regularly  to  pay  bis  court  to  faim. 

It  was  on  the  3d  of  February  1508,  that  Wols^ 
was  elected  dean  of  Lincoln,  when  he  resigned 
Lymjngton,  being  succeeded  by  John  Baker^  R  D. 
axA  three  weeks  afterwards,  SOth  February,  ha 
was  collated  prebend  <^  Walton  Brlnhold,  in  ttaa 
room  of  John  Hardoi,  who  resigned,  and  soon  aftetf 
prebend  of  Stowe,  advancing  still  so  much  in  the 
)dng*B  fovour,  tbat  he  was  considered  a  certain 
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cttdidale  for  the  next  vacant  See.  He  seems 
rattisir  to  have  euotmraged  than  to  have  dieted 
these  prognoetieati(ffis  (tf  his  fotore  cloieal  great- 
Aees,  aitd  he  lost  no  oi^rtimity  of  oonrtiiig  popu- 
brHy,  or  of  eppeatmg  to  extend  his  patronage  to> 
those  deserring  cMf  it.  In  particuhir  the  ftmous 
William  Litye,  master  of  St  Paul's  scdiool,  was 
thai  so  ibudh  in  his  fiivour,  that  he  even  visited 
Um  -there  to  witness  the  performance  of  the  Tra- 
gedy of  Dido  hy  the  pupils ;  the  fday  being  drawn 
up  by  Lilye  himself  from  VirgiL 
'  It  may  appear  strange,  at  the  present  day,  that 
Wolsey  should  have  aviuled  himself  of  the  sacer^' 
dotal  (^aracter  as  a  stepplng-etone  to  political  pre- 
ferment and  Influence ;  but  the  faxt  is,  owing  to 
a  variety  of  circumstances,  particularly  from  the 
ignorance  in  which  the  laity  were  k^t  in  general 
by  the  jniesthood,  that  much  of  the  wealth  and 
more  of  the  learning  of  the  nation  were  at  this 
time  in  the  possession  of  the  ;plergy.  Speaking  of 
their  wealth.  Baker  says,  in  his  Chronicle,  that 
they  were  of  two  sorts,  rich  and  poor ;  and  we 
may  suppose  them  so  likewise  in  regard  to  learn- 
ing, whm  we  find  the  people  in  the  eastern 
connties  in  such  a  state  of  ignorance,  that  an  en- 
thusiastic bishop,  Thomas  Scroope,  of  an  ancient 
DoUe  family,  and  at  a  very  advanced  age,  walked 
bare-footed  up  and  down  in  Norfolk,  for  several 
years,  teaching  th^  Ten  Commandments. 
Other  prelates,  however,  pursued  another  course 
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with  the  clet^>  especaally  Fox.  fii^op  tf  Win-. 
Chester,  who,  by  the  command  of  the  iang,  as- 
sembled them  all  before  him,  aud  adTised  them  to  be 
liberal  in  tJieir  contributions  to  the  n^it  treasury; 
but  to  this  he  was  anawered  by  the  rich,  and  the 
great  incumbents,  that  they  were  at  great  chaises 
in  keeping  up  hospitali^,  and  in  maintaining  their 
ftrndUes,  on  which  account  they  hoped  to  be  spared; 
whilst  the  poorer  order  urged  that  their  loeans 
were  small,  and  therefore  thty  hoped  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

Tliey  bad  thus  apparently  cau^t  the  bishop  in 
adileioma;  but  to  the  richer  sort  he  acknowledged 
4t  once  that  it  was  very  true  they  lived  at  great 
e^^iense  and  hospitality;  and,  since  they  could  do 
that,  thore  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  do 
it  for  their  prince's  scxricet  therefore  they  must 
pay;  he  then  told  the  poorer  class,  that  it  wa* 
true  their  livings  were  smell,  but  their  frugally 
was  great,  of  course  they  must  be  able  to  pay,  and 
pay  they  must 
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SECTION  IIT. 

1509—1515. 

Death  of  Henry  VII. — Promiaea  of  the  neir  Reign— Marriigs 
of  Henry  >nd  Katharine — Coronation — Wolwy's  Politics 
and  politic  Condoct — Aims  at  the  Papal  Tiam—Star- 
Qiunber— Death  of  his  Enomy,  the  ConntesB  of  Ridmond 
— Ptoww  and  iBiantcB— Made  Dean  of  Ywk— War  witk 
France — Rc^al  Campaign— liege  and  Biahopric  at  Toomay 
— Wolaey'B  Care  of  Nanl  A&in — Blahop  of  LiBcala— 
Elected  Chancellor  of  Camhridge,  but  refiuea — BecMBta 
Ardilnahop  of  Yoric — ^Marriage  of  Louis  of  France  with 
the  King'a  KMer — ^Boilda  Hampton  Court— la  raised  to 
the  Cardinriato— Manifestaticw  of  Pride  and  Arrogamoe — 
Marriage  of  Dowager  of  France  with  thoDakeofSuMIt— 
Wobey  appointed  Lord  High  Chancellor,  Sic  &c. 

WoiiSEY  did  not  long  enjojr  the  good  graces  oi 
kjs  fint  royal  master,  who  died  in  lAOQ;  and 
Cavendish  very  quaintly  oimervta,  that  it  waa  a 
wonder  to  see  what  pracdoes  and  dericea  were 
then  used  about  \bB  young  prince,  Henry  VIII. ; 
together  wUh  the  great  provision  that  was  then 
made  for  the  funeral  of  the  one,  and  for  the  coro- 
nation of  the  other.  "  After  &e  soleniniaationB 
and  costly  tryumphs,"  he  adds,  "  our  naturall, 
young,  eouragious,  lusty  prince,  and  soreraiga 
Lord,  King  Henry  VIU.,  entering  into  his  flower 
and  lusty  youth,  UxAte  upon  him  the  royall  scepter 
and  imperiall  diadone  of  this  fertile  nation,  the 
two-aud-twentieth  of  April,  Anno  Dom.  1509, 
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which  at  that  time  flouridied  with  all  abandanoe 
of  riches,  whereof  the  king  wbb  most  inestimaUy   , 
fiimished,  called  then  the  golden  world." 

Of  some  of  the  delights  (^  thia  "  golden  wortd" 
Wolaey  seemed  detennined  to  partake ;  and  still 
retaining  the  office  of  almoner,  as  hy  penmssion, 
with  hapea  of  re-qqpointment>  and  fiading  that  he 
had  a  plain  pathway  to  promodon,  he  behaved  him- 
self with  so  much  pc^cy,  that  he  was  speedily  raised 
to  the  rank  of  a  privy  counsellor,  and  increased 
daily  in  the  royal  favour,  receiving,  not  the  then 
palace  of  Bridewell  for  his  own  personal  residence 
9s  asserted  by  srana  writers,  but  a  la^  house  near 
to  it,  wliich  had  been  the  residence  oS  Kr  Richard 
Empson,  and  was  forfeited  to  the  crown,  on  his 
impeachment  and  conviction.  That  the  premises 
inust  have  been  very  extensive,  however,  is  evident 
from  the  fitct  that  Uiere  were  ten  gardens  attached 
to  them,  reaching  to  die  banks  of  the  Tliames. 
■  We  have  already  mentioned  Wolsey's  appoint* 
VxeaA  to  the  deanery  of  Lincoln  Iff  Henry  VII.,- 
and  have  now  to  recwd  that  he  was  installed  into 
that  high  office  by  proxy,  as  appears  l^  the  Ldncoln 
roister,  on  (he  2Sth  of  March,  jnevious  to  the  de< 
Qilse  of  Henry,  w:hich  did  not  take  place  until  the 
sad  vS.  April;  the  fimeral  being  celelwated  three 
days  afterwards,  on  the  25th,  when  the  royal  re- 
mains were  first  carried  in  procession  to  8t.  Paulas, 
and  from  thenoe  to  Westminster  Abbey,  to  bf!  de-- 
posited  in  the  i(»nb  and  chs^  which  Henry  him- 
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setf  had  erected;  Uie  rajral  chapli^B,  amongBt 
whom  was  Wfdeef ,  waUdiig  in  tfac  prooeerion,  and 
fraying  &U  the  wa)'. 

.  A  shwt  time  aftorwards,  on  the  3d  of  Hay, 
DeaD  Wolsqr  woa  a^ted  to  the  Pnbend  of  Stonr 
Magna,  raeant  by  the  death  of  John  Smyth,  and 
to  which  he  had  been  presented  by  gift  of  th0 
orown  dnring  the  lifetime  of  hia  deceased  royal 
mftstcr :  indeed  be  Kems  to  faaj^  let  nothing  fillp 
thiough  his  fingers,  <hi  which  h^  had  once  hud  his 
gnsp ;  and  it  may  be  nmazked  of  him,  that  with 
^  hiB.daain  to  reform  Uie  abuses  of  the  church, 
he  was  himael^  daring  the  whole  of  his  eecleeias- 
titoa!  and  political  power,  the  bolder  of  more  bene- 
fioBs.and  eirarch  preferments  at  once  than  any  in- 
diTidnal  either  be£we  or  ^oe,  whether  under  the 
Rcnnan  Cath<dic  or  Protestant  r^imes. 

The  new  reign  opened  under  very  fovouTable 
anspioes  for  Wolsey,  who  looked  forward  to  the 
ij&ce.  of  almoner,  amongst  the  eaiiiest  court  ar> 
nngmnents ;  and  on  the  very  first  day  that  he  tcp^ 
peared  at  court,  the  young  monarch  received  him 
w^  the  highest  maHu  of  fovour ;  nay,  he  ap- 
peared even  to  singte  him  out  firom  his  other  at>> 
tendantB,  conversing  with  him  in  a  way  m  friendly 
and  fimiiliar,  that  aU  the  courtiers  instantly  judged 
him  to  be  in  the  very  high  road  to  state  prefer- 
ment, and  accordingly  b^;aii  to  pay  him  the  ut- 
most personal  respect  and  deference. 

This  early  notice  of  the  king  towards  Wolsey 
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soon  gained  to  the  latter  flome  share  at  credit  and 
popularity;  he  bdng  couBidered  at  least  bb  one 
of  the  roj^al  advisers  to  a  prodamatkin,  in  whit^ 
Henry  said,  that  heing  informed  his  good  subjects 
bad  been  opi»«ased,  under  the  specious  pretence 
of  preserving  the  pmogatlve  of  the  crown,  he  now 
gave  them  leave  to  bring  in  their  complaints,  and 
promised  them  idl  due  satisfiiction  towards  the 
same.  It  is  difiQpilt  to  say,  however,  how  far 
Wolaey's  influence  had  yet  extended  with  Henry 
in  his  more  private  concozts,  particnhtrly  in  re- 
gard to  his  marriage  with  his  Ixother^s  widow, 
tbe  Princess  Katharine.  Archhaahop  Waritam  was 
certainly  strongly  opposed  to  it ;  but  Bishop  Fox 
strenuously  insisted  that  the  pope's  dispensation 
was  lawAil :  and  frtnn  the  confidential  intercourse 
between  him  and  Wolsey,  we  may  naturally  am- 
dude  as  to  the  part  taken  by  the  latter,  espedally 
as  the  young  king  was  himself  really  partial  to 
the  match,  not  only  from,  political  reawMis,  but 
also  &om  his  firm  belief,  that  nothing  more  than 
the  mere  ceranony  had  taken  place  between  his 
deceased  tnvther  and  the  bride  elect — a  ftct  after- 
wards most  solemnly  asserted  by  Katiiarine  her- 
self *.    Most  of  the  historians  of  that  day  have 

*  Thua  modestly  stated  by  herself  b  the  words  rf  oar 
Aronun  hard ; 

■    "  Please  yoo,  sir. 
The  Iriog,  your  bther,  was  reputed  fbr 
A  prince  most  prudent,  4^  «n  excellent 
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been  Ttty  ptoMx.  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
many  whimBical  anecdotes  hare  been  given  to  the 
wcH-ld  as  truths ;  but  ddicscy  forbids  us  going  fdr- 
titer  than  to  record  that  the  marriage  cerenltmy  of 
Henry  and  Katharine  was  eelebrated  in  the  diapel 
royal  of  the  palace  at  Greenwich,  on  the  3d  of 
June;  when,  as  distinctly  stated  by  several  writers, 
the  young  widow  was  dressed  in  white,  to  show 
her  virginity;  a  circumstance,  in  r^^ard  to  dress, 
on  which  great  importance  was  laid  at  that  period, 
.  the  very  wearing  <^  white  being  in  itsdf  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  tadt  vow  or  oath  at  the 
altar  to  the  truth  of  the  assumption. 

The  honeymoon  was  scarcely  half  over,  when 
I»eparations  were  busily  made  for  the  royal  coro- 
uatitNi  of  the  new  married  couple;  a  cemuMiy 
which  took  place  in  all  due  form  cm  the  24th  of 
the  same  month,  the  crowns  being  placed  on  both 
their  heads  by  Warham,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury ;  no  very  agreestde  ai&ce,  we  may  sui^tos^ 
in  r^erence  to  his  stnaig  and  amsdentious  oppo- 
sition to  the  marriage. 

It  has  by  some  been  said,  tikat  Wotsey's  very 

And  uunatdi'd  wit  uh)  jodgmott :  Ferdituad, 
Mj  bther.  King  of  Spain,  was  reckon'd  one 
Tbe  wisest  prLnoe  that  there  had  reign'd  by  moDy 
A  year  hefon  :  It  ts  not  to  be  question'd 
That  they  had  gather'd  a  wise  cound!  to  them 
OfCTtty  naJiB,  tiMt  did  ddwto  tkia  boaiiKw, 
Wba  dsMu'd  our  tnuTlage  lawfiiL" 
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ttdy  iatinu^  fridi  dia  jamg  maaaxdi,  after  hit 
euning  to  the  crown,  was  owing  to  the  partknlsr 
ncommeiidBtioii  of  Bbhop  Foz ;  And  it  ia  not  im- 
poniUe  tlurt  such  a  recommoidation  may  have 
had  ite  we^ht,  in  regard  to  aflhira  staictly  poU- 
UcaL  The£H:tia,a8Btat«d,^FoxobwrTedwi<li 
greet  imaaeineBB  the  oonrsc  which  Henry  fieemed 
inclined  to  take  in  lavidiing  the  treasures  collected 
by  hii  fiither,  and  in  bestowing  his  confidence  upon 
yoiing  and  extmvagant  feTountes.  This  made  m 
deep  an  imimeaBion  upon  him,  as  to  induce  him  to 
think  of  retiring  from  court;  but  to  this  there  was 
still  one  powerfiil  objection,  inasmuch  as  he  would 
thereby  ride  the  loss  cS  his  own  personal  fiivour 
with  the  king.  Accwdingly  he  again  tbou|^  ni 
Wdsey  as  tbd  proper  person  to  counteract  his  po^ 
titical  rival,  the  Earl  of  Surry ;  uid,  as  he  had 
dMM  whm  recommending  him  to  Henry  VII.,  so 
did  he  now  to  ha  son.  To  ^is  he  was  led,  wi 
are  told,  more  particularly  by  obserrii^  the  great 
distinction  with  i^di  Wirisey  was  treated  1^  th^ 
king ;  and,  tiierefore,  he  took  an  early  Of^>ortUiu(?f 
of  asking  an  audienee  of  the  yonthful  awmaitoh, 
when  he,  in  a  handsome  speech  carefully  prepared 
for  the  occasion,  leqaested  that  he  mi^t  be  ex- 
cused  from  a  constant  attendance  at  court,  in  «sii- 
sequence  of  age  and  infirmity.  To  this  Henry 
gave  his  assent ;  when  Fox  adroitly  seized  the  <^ 
portimity  to  reoomnMnd  WcAaef,  as  possessi^  the 
greatest  abilities  for  a  pi^UJcd  mteistert  oad  well 
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qualified  to  execute  tke  looet  iaoportaat  aernceat 
Tioa  TMonuncsidation  was  perfectly  in  coaaoaaai»_ 
witb  the  royal  feelings,  as  the  king  bunseif  nv 
knowled||ed*  and  nuMwures  weax  taken  ancordingly^ 

To  thii,  haweym,  we  may  add,  that  vfaat^w 
of  court  &Tour  Wobey  nu^  haTe  owed  to  otim«» 
part  of  it  was  probably  due  to  the  young  MaiqueH 
of  Dorset,  former^  his  pwpil,  and  then  a  great  &t 
rourite-  with  the  king ;'  though  at  a  rabaecpient 
period  he  joined  the  party  hostile  to  W<A»ey,  ewl 
not  only  subscribed,  but  was  one  of  those  -w^ 
presented  the  fbrfy-four  articles  of  impeachment 
Dgainat  him  to  his  eovrae^. 

Hoiry's  pidilie  flours  did  not,  however,  4aw 
very&strarearJyupraiWolaey;  fbritwasnotuntU 
the  8th  oi  Ncrrauber,^that  the  oid^  was  signed 
reqifKHntixtg  him  to  the  o&ee  of  almtmer;  dq 
-which  day  was  also  dated  a  gmA  to  him  of  ad) 
goods  and  chattels  nUfdones  de  aSy  and  all  ookh 
aen'  deodai^ ;  but  with  the  express  regexvotiaai 
that  the  proceeds  were  all  to  he  distributed  ftff 
charitaUe  poiposes. 

At  tUe  psvfod  it  must  be  rcQiembwed,  tha^ 
Binry's  disposkifni  wss  exactly  snch  as  an  sehi- 
taooa  &Tcnirit«  might  wish  for,  accwdmg  to  the 
aoKHint  gi1«n  by  Stowe;  whoj  after  stating  the 
sames  of  his  eouncil,  recwameaded  by  the  Coait< 
t<»  of  Badunon^  lue  grandmother,  observes,  that 
diese  gsaTe  oetmadlors,  femmg  last  auh  abuud- 
ahoe  of  richfs  wd  vealth,  as  tbe  Idug  wasjmw 
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poBMsaed  of,  might  move  hie  young  yean  jmto 
riotous  forgetting  oi  himself,  persuaded  him  to  be 
{Wewnt  with,  them  whm  they  sate  in  coundl,  to 
acquaint  him  with  matter  pertaining  to  the  politic 
govraimient  of  the  realm ;  with  which,  at  first,  he 
could  not  well  endore  to  be  much  troubled,  being 
rather  inclined  to  follow  such  pleasant  pastimes  as 
his  youthful  yean  did  more  delight  in. 

Tliat  Wolsey  should  hence  speedily  rise  into 
&Tour  with  the  youthful  monardi  is  not  sor- 
prising,  after  its  being  also  con&ssed  by  his  apo- 
k^ist,  that  Henry  being  young,  and  much  given 
to  his  pleasure,  his  old  counsellors  advised  him  to 
have  recourse  sometimes  to  the  council  about  im^ 
portant  a^hirs;  but  that  the  politic  almoner,  on 
the  contrary,  persuaded  1^  royal  masto*,  "  to 
mind  his  pleasure,  and  he  would  take  his  care  and 
dia^  upon  himsdfe,  (if  his  m^jestie  wouM  coun- 
tenance him  with  hid  authoritie),  which  the  king 
VkeA  well ;  and  thus  none  was  like  to  the  almoner 
In  &TDnr  witii  the  king." 

This,  if  true,  is  amviBcing  prooC  if  proof  were 
needful,  of  the  daring  grasp  of  Wolsey's  mind,  and 
of  the  extent  of  his  ambition,  in  already  tispMng 
to  the  pefiocy ;  on  whkh  ptrint,  his  own  personal 
exniions  he  felt  to  be  strongly  required  by  the 
existing  state  of  affairs.  In  the  first  [daee,  the  ' 
Refinrmation,  though  its  dnnonatrations  in  the 
north  of  Italy  had  just  been,  as  it  were,  extermi- 
nated, had  nevertheless  made  great  inngress  in 
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G^inany,  and  was  bcf;iiiiuiig  to  show  Itself  in 
fifdwinia ;  wliilst  in  England  its  principles  were 
Sufficiently  manifest  to  alann  an  ambitious  man 
Stoking  forward  to  the  highest  offices  in  Uie  papal 
hierarchy.  In  the  second  place,  whoever  might  be 
candidate  for  the  papal  tiara,  must  fix  his  political 
hopes  either  on  the  imperial  or  French  interests. 
Now,  as  to  the  empire,  Maximilian,  whose  political 
influence  and  preponderance  on  the  Continent 
arose  rather  from  his  possession  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Netherlands,  than  from  his  Austrian  domi< 
rntms,  was  well  aware  that  he  only  held  those 
states  in  right  of  his.  wife;  and 'was,  therefore, 
anxious,  for  his  better  securityr  to  court  the  al- 
liance of  the  youthiiil  Henry,  lest  he  should  adopt 
a  different  line  of  policy  from  that  of  his  father 
towards  him  :  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  France 
was  not  only  still  in  doubt  as  to  the  claims  of 
Bocoession,  which  a  young  and  spirited  monarch 
might  choose  to  renew,  but  Louis  XII.  was  him- 
self then  endeavouring  to  incorporate  Bretogne 
with  his  other  dimunions,  hy  an  union  with  the 
heiress ;  a  measure  which  Henry  VII.  had  already 
heea  much  blamed  for  allowing  to  be  in  train 
without  opposing  it,  and  which  might  readily  be- 
come a  subject  of  contest  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. Besides,  Louis  was  then  at  war  with  some  of 
the  Italiav  states,  so  that  a  rupture  with  England 
would  have  been  highly  impolitic  Wdsey  was 
well  awaie  of  this,  and  that  in  the  common  course 
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of  politics  these  two  mcmarchB  must  beoune  even 
the  suppliants  of  the  minister  and  &vourite  of  the 
King  of  England,  who  was  then  in  possession  of 
a  well  stored  treasiuy,  and  actaat»d  by  a  spirit  of 
boldness  and  daring  that  would  not  hesitate  at 
warfare.  Here  then  was  the  steppingHstone  to 
papal  power;  and  the  arobitioiis  &vourite  sow  that 
he  had  but  to  choose  between  the  two  interests. 

It  was  about  1509  that  Wolsey^  received  the 
appoiutoient  of  reporter  of  proceedings  in  the  Staf 
Chamber,  but  must  previously  have  been  entrusted 
with  higher  powers ;  for  hia  domestic  biogn^ih^ 
obsOTVes,  that  his  sentences  in  the  Star  Chamber 
were  ever  so  pithy  and  witty,  that  upon  all  oc* 
casions  his  brother  judges  chose  him,  *'  for  the 
fluent  eloquence  of  his  tongue,  to  be  the  expositor 
to  the  king  in  all  their  proceedings.  In  whom  tiie 
king  recdved  so  great  content,  that  he  called  him 
still  nearer  to  his  person ;  and  the  rather  becauae 
he  was  most  ready  to  advuice  the  king's  own  will 
and  pleasure,  having  no  respect  to  the  case." 

This  is  a  most  unfortunate  admission  for  Wei- 
Bey's  judicial  honesty;  particularly  when  we  re- 
flect, that  not  many  years  aibarmxda  he  was  en- 
trusted with  the  pTOpexty  and  rights,  nay  th^ 
almost  with  the  lives  of  the  people  of  England,  in 
the  high  office  of  Lord  Chancellor.  But,  indeed, 
he  is  adcnowledged,  even  in  this  early  political 
stage  of  his  pn^ress,  to  have  acted  a  part  whidi, 
at  the  pixsent  day,  would  not  be  considered  a  very 
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honourable  one,  and  might  cause  mure  than  one 
long  debate  in  parliament ;  for  he  is  stated,  being 
now  generally  known  to  be  in  high  favour,  to 
have  been  the  mark  for  all  having  soUdtationB; 
"  till  at  last,"  says  Cavendish,  "  many  presents, 
gifts,  and  rewards,  came  in  so  plentifully,  that  I 
dare  say  he  wanted  nothing,  for  hee  had  all  things 
in  abundance,  that  m^t  either  please  his  fande, 
or  enrich  his  cc^ers,  for  the  times  so  fiavourably 
smiled  upon  him."  To  account  for  this,  it  is  else- 
where expressed,  that  Wolsey  climbed  up  For- 
tune's wheel,  BO  that  no  man  was  in  estimation 
with  the  king,  but  only  he,  for  his  witty  qualities 
and  wisdom :  to  which  it  is  added,  that  he  had  an 
espedal  gift  of  natural  eloquence,  and  "  a  fyled 
tongue  to  pronounce  the  same,"  so  that  he  was 
able  therewith  to  persuade  and  allure  all  men  to 
his  purposes,  in  the  time  of  his  continuance  in 
power  and  fevouir. 

We  have  already  brought  down  this  biography 
to  the  latter  part  of  1509,  but  we  may  here  gp 
back  to  notice  that  Wolsey  felt  reastm  to  omgra- 
tnlate  himsdf  on  an  event  that  took  place  in  the 
royal  family,  whidi  removed  an  obstacle  to  the 
increase  of  his  influence  over  the  mind  of  the 
youthfnl  monarch.  This  was  the .  death  of  the 
venerable  Margaret,  Countess  of  Richmond,  Henry's 
grandmother,  which  happened  on  the  39th  of  Jnn^ 
very  soon  after  the  coronation.  .  Old  Grafton  aaya 
78 
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this  was  aa  event  by  which  the  public  welfare 
was  "  greatly  endammaged,  for  she  being  a  woman 
of  singular  wisdotn  and  policy,  and  also  of  most 
virtuous  life,  perceiving  that  the  king,  by  reason 
of  his  youthful  and  lusty  years,  could  not  execute 
and  minister  his  office  and  function,  did,  &om  the 
banning,  so  provide  and  study  at  all  times,  that 
she  brought  to  pass,  that,  such  men  as  were  the 
worthiest,  and  of  most  integri^  and  godliness, 
were  advanced  to  the  highest  authority,  and  bore 
the  chiefest  sway  in  the  administration  of  affairs 
for  the  puUic  weal."  Without  impeaching  Wol- 
sey's  character  or  motives,  we  may  still  suppose 
that  his  policy,  as  afterwards  displayed,  would 
not  h^ve  escaped  the  prophetic  penetration  of 
the  politic  countess.  We  have  already  noticed 
tiie  royal  present  to  Wolsey  of  the  parsonage 
and  tenements  of  St.  Bride's,  with  various  gar- 
dens, &c.  which  had  been  previously  seieed  ille- 
gally by  Sir  Richard  Empson;  but  it  appears 
from  Rymer  (Feed.  zii.  969).  that  the  grant  was 
not  made  <^cially  out  until  the  SOth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1510;  soon  after  which,  on  the  7th  (^ 
February,  he  was  appointed  Canon  of  Windsor, 
succeeding  to  Robert  Fysfaer :  about  which  pe- 
riod we  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  d^free  of  S.  T.  B.  at  Oiford,  on  his 
awn  request;  and  tm  the  d8th  of  the  following 
November  he  received  the  additional  favour  d 
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the  rectory  oi  TuniiDgton,  in  the  diocese  of  Exe- 
ter, thus  still  adding  to  his  wealth  and  ecclesi- 
astical influence. 

Though  Wolsey  was  not  yet  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  minister,  he  was  such  a  personal  favourite, 
that  the  king  seemed  not  happy  without  him, 
taking  him  in  the  royal  suite  wherever  he  wenL 
On  one  occasion,  Wolsey  was  with  him  at  Wind- 
sor, from  whence  he  wrote  to  Bishop  Fox ;  this 
letter  will  clearly  show  the  political  card  that  he 
was  pitying,  both  with  his  old  patron  and  his  new 
one — it  runs  thus : 

"  After  my  most  humble  commendations,  with 
desire  of  your  health  and  perfect  recovery,  may  it 
please  your  good  lordship  to  understand :  the  am- 
bassador of  Spain  hath  liberally  dealt  with  my 
Lord  D'Arcy,  and  given  him  allowance  for  one 
whole  month  after  Sd.  the  day,  and  for  fifteen 
days  After  9d.  the  day,  for  every  soldier,  more 
than  he  could  demand ;  and  tiie  king,  our  master, 
hath  for  his  part  given  to  him  the  thousand 
pounds,  whidi  at  his  departing  his  grace  lent  to 
him.  Thus  the  king's  money  goes  away  in 
every  kind;  and,  as  touching  the  Icing's  abode 
here,  hie  intoids  not  to  depart  hence  till  four  or 
five  days  be&oe  All-hallowe  tide.  On  Monday 
next  coming,  his  grace  proposes  to  ride  to  London 
to  see  his  'ship,  there  to  tarry  two  days,  and  then 
return  hither  again.  My  Lord  Sha — yn  is  not 
yet  come  to  court,  but  is  expected  in  two  or  three 
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days.  My  Lord  Treaeurer,  Suny,  waited  <m  hs 
faighoefls  this  day  sevetmi^t,  and  had  such  man- 
ner and  conntenance  showed  to  him,  that  on  the 
morrow  he  d^Murted  home  agsdn,  and  is  not  yet 
returned  to  court.  WiUi  little  help  now  be  might 
be  removed ;  whereof,  in  my  pomr  jadgment,  no 
little  good  would  ensue.  Mr.  Howard  greatly  in- 
censed the  king  against  the  Scots,  l^  whose  wan- 
ton means  his  grace  spends  much  money,  and  is 
more  disposed  to  war  than  peace.  Your  presence 
would  be  very  necessary  to  repress  this  appetite. 
Other  news  we  have  none  here,  except  that  it 
is  thou^t  the  quera  is  with  child ;  whm  other 
affairs  of^nir,  I  shall  let  you  know,  hoiNblg  God  will 
preserve  your  good  lordship  in  happiness.  At 
Windsor,  in  baste,  the  last  day  of  Septmnber,  witli 
the  rude  band  of  your  loving  and  bumble  priest. 

"  As  touching  tbe  preferment  of  Mr.  Y— ng,  I 
need  not  write,  for  I  suppose  be  baa  advertised 
your  lordship  at  length  in  that  behaU^  and.  also 
desired  your  counsel  now  that  the  king  has  showed 
him  his  pleasure,  bow  Cor  the  expedition  of  ^lis 
matter  shall  be  fiirth^  ordained  and  demeaned. 
Our  Lord  send  you  health  and  strength." 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  this  epistle  it  is  dear 
that  Wolsey  was,  as  yet,  not  arrived  at  that  po- 
litical preponderance  which  enabled  him  *'  to  set 
up  for  himself."  He  was  still  the  political  proteg^ 
of  Fox,  and  still  acquainted  him  with  tbe  state  ttf 
courtly  affairs,  which  he  was  better  enabled  to  do^ 
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>«^en  a  member  oi  the  Fiirjr  Council :  but  in  tbat 
council  his  (pinion  vaa  not.  yet  of  sufficient  weight 
to  counterbalance  other  interestfi,  or  to  insure  that 
line  of  policy  which  his  good  sense,  perhaps  self- 
inteiest,  would  have  dictated ;  nor,  indeed,  did  the 
^poiutment  take  place  until  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1510. 

Th^t  Wolsey  was  a  great  encourager  of  learning 
and  learned  men,  having  magnificent  designs  of 
promoting  both,  is  now  generally  acknowledged ; 
yet  it  is  e^iresaly  asserted  by  Dr.  Middleton,  in  the 
dedicatioa  of  a  work  d  his, "  A  Letter  from  Rome," 
that  about  this  time,  and  in  the  very  infancy  of 
printing  in  England,  he  saw  the  probable  effects 
of  the  press,  in  opposition  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  so  that  in  a  speech  to  some  body  <^  clergy, 
he  publicly  forewaraed  them,  that  if  they  did  not 
destroy  the  press,  the  press  would  destroy  them." 
Still,  even  whilst  reprobating  this,  if  true,  we  must 
not  forget  that  it  was  under  his  influence  that 
Henry  was  induced  to  invite  both  Titian  and 
Raphael  into  England ! 

His  rise  now  b^an  to  show  itself  with  more 
npidi^,  and  the  almoner  was  looked  up  to  as 
soon  likely  to  becrane  prime  minister ;  so  evident 
was  his  power  indeed  about  this  time,  that  Dean 
C(Aet,  when  ill  and  supposed  to  be  dying,  said  to 
£rasmuB,  tiiat  Wols^  had  the  supreme  command 
ai  the  kingdom,  and,  therefore,  he  was  going  to 
retire  from  the  world.-    So  rapid*  idso,  was  bis 
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rise,  and  80  frequent  his  duinge  of  title,  that  Eras- 
mus, who  wrote  a  book  about  this  pmod,  to  be 
dedicated  to  him,  declared,  that  before  he  could 
have  en  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  his  patron- 
age, he  was  forced  three  times  to  change  his  s^le 
of  address. 

We  have  already  noticed  his  iq^intment  to  a 
canonry  of  Windsor,  but  it  appears  from  Bymer* 
(Ffled.  xiii.  398.)  that  the  grant  was  not  signed  until 
the  7th  of  February  1511,  soon  after  which,  he 
was  f^»pointed  r^istrar  of  the  rader  of  the  garter. 

To  do  Wolsey  impartial  justice,  we  most  record 
that  he  began  early  to  exercise  his  power  and  in- 
fluence in  favour  of  Oxford :  and  it  was  at  his  so- 
licitation, joined  to  tUat  of  Ardibishop  Warham, 
then  Chancellor,  and  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  then 
High  Steward  of  the  University,  that  Henry  not 
only  confirmed  all  its  charters  of  privil^es,  but 
even  granted  to  it  greats  ones.  Oxford  must,  in- 
deed, have  been  much  in  need  of  royal  patronage,  if 
the  statement  is  correct  as  to  the  facts  which  led  to 
this  application  on  their  part :  for  we  are  told,  that, 
at  this  very  period,  the  scholars  had  been  very  ill- 
treated  by  the  toMiismen,  the  latter  attempting  to 
destroy  some  of  the  moat  ancient  and  well-known 
rights  of  that  university.  On  this  the  scholars 
immediately  complained  to  their  chancellor ;  but 
at  the  same  time  stating,  that  their  finances  weve 
so  exhausted,  they  had  not  money  eaougfa  to  pur- 
chase a  renewal  of  their  privileges. 
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In  Wolsey,  however,  they  found  a  finn  friend, 
and  one  diaposed  to  serve  them ;  for  which,  too, 
he  was  soon  better  qualified  by  an  aj^intment  to 
the  Deanery  of  York,  on  the  Slat  of  February, 
1513;  an  arrangement  which  seems  to  have  been 
very  agreeable  to  Cardinal  Baynbridge,  arcfabishop 
of  that  Bee,  then  resident  at  Rrane,  who  sent  him 
a  highly  oongratolatory  letter  upon  the  occasicm. 
He  was,  about  the  same  time,  appointed  to  the 
Prebend  of  Bugthorpe,  in  York  Diocese,  end  on 
the  18ih  of  October  following  was  presented  to 
the  Deanery  of  9t.  Stephen's  Westminster,  now  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  by  Bishop  Fox,  and 
Qeor^,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  to  wh(mi  the  pre- 
sentation had  heeaa  granted  by  the  king's  letters- 
patent.  Wolsey  was  admitted  and  instituted 
into  the  hi^  dBce,  fay  John,  then  abbot  oi  West- 
minster; but  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  only  evi- 
dence of  this  foct,  now  existing,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  re^Bter  or  lease  boc^  of  that  church  and 
dibacy. 

Active  political  measures  now  took  place,  arising 
out  of  the  war  between  France  and  the  pope,  on 
which  subject  several  councils  were  called,  but  in 
which,  if  Wolsey  was  a  participator,  as  probaUy  he 
was,  still  we  do  not  find  any  record  of  his  opinions. 

One  par^  urged  that  the  king  had  now  an  op- 
portanity  of  recovering  the  ancient  possessions  of 
the  dvwn  in  France,  the  people  (^  which,  it  was 
alleged,  would  readity  return  to  their  ancient  al- 
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l^ianee;  especially  as  Louis  Xll.was  then  in  Italy. 
Besides  it  was  strongly  represented  that  England 
might  depend  upon  the  assistance  not  only  of 
Spain,  but  of  Germany  also.  But  the  otbcT  party 
contoided  that  hitherto  England  had  never  re- 
ceived any  real  advantag;e  frtHU  all  the  battles  she 
had  fou^t  with^  or  all  the  victories  she  had  gained 
over  France;  and  theiefare  no  fiiture  advantages 
could  be  expected.  Nay,  they  said  that  not  only 
were  all  our  treasures  formerly  exhausted,  but  that 
the  people  were  even  tired  of  the  victories  that  had 
been  gained.  They  further  uiged  that  we,  as  an 
island,  had  nothing  to  do  with  continental  posses- 
sions, or  contioental  war&re ;  and  that,  if  some- 
thing warlike  must  be  entered  into,  then  the  East 
or  West  Indies  were  our  proper  fields  of  action, ' 
where,  if  the  ^>aniards  or  Portuguesf  should  re- 
fuse to  let  us  participate  in  their  parts,  still  was 
there  enough  left  for  our  own  discovery.  It  was 
added  that  if  piety  was  an  object,  then  there  would 
be  more  merit  in  converting  the  infidels  to  Chris- 
tianity than  in  expending  our  time  and  treasure 
in  establishing  a  doubtful  head  of  the  chim:h— 
one  whom  the  council  of  Pisa  had  determined  to 
depose. 

Notwithstanding  the  rationality  of  these  latter 
arguments,  the  warm-rhearted  and  enthusiastic 
monarch  easily  entered  into  the  views  of  those 
who  recommended  war ;  and  he  not  only  acceded 
to  the  plan  of  calling  a  parliament  for  the  purpose 
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of  raieiiig  the  necessary  supplies,  but  also  iqiproved 
of  two  demands  which  were  to  be  sent  over  to  the 
King  of  France  by  a  special  ambassador:  the  first, 
that  he  shouM  desist  from  hostilities  against  the 
pope;  the  serand,  that  Louis  should  deliver  up 
'Anjou,Omenne,&c.  But  the  French  monarch  re- 
fused to  comply  with  either,  and  war  was  declared ; 
the  parliament  not  only  approving  of  the  same* 
but  also  grantiiig  lai^  subsidies  both  from  the 
commons  and  the  clergy. 

This  parliament  met  in  November,  1812  ;  and 
no  sooner  was  a  royal  campaign  determined  on, 
than  Wolsey  was  specially  appointed  by  the  Idog 
to  superintend  not  only  every  thing  connected  widi 
die  roy^  household,  but  even  the  formation  of  an 
army,  and  the  furthering  of  its  present  and  future 
supplies. 

It  may  at  first  seem  strange  Uiat  a  priest  should 
be  occupied  with  military  preparations ;  but  it  has 
been  justly  accounted  for,  on  the  principle  that  he 
was  entrusted  with  these  preparationg  from  im 
great  favour  with  the  king,  without  referents  to 
his  dmcal  pcofesrion :  and  he  certainly  acquired 
both  favour  and  reputation  by  his  exertions,  for 
he  was  carefiil  not  to  ne^ect  any  thing  that  could 
tend  to  increase  Henry's  good  opinion  of  him ;  and 
tm  this  occasion,  in  particular,  hu  most  inde- 
fatigable application  appeared  so  evident  to  the 
king,  that  he  was  highly  pleased  widi  it ;  and  per- 
haps the  more  so  because  he  was  pleased  thus  to 
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find  in  his  cotirt  end  conndl  a  churchman  less 
scnipulouB  on  many  pcants  than  srane  of  his  older 
councillors.  This  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  mo- 
nardi,  it  is  stated,  was  therefore,  when  joined  with 
his  other  talents  for  business,  and  his  extensive 
knowledge  in  divini^,  the  means  by  which  Wol- 
sey  finally  gained  such  advantages  over  ibe  other 
courtiers. 

Rapin,  indeed,  attempts  to  give  a  different 
colour  to  those  events ;  for  he  says  tliat  Wtdsey 
made  it  hia  particular  business  to  show  to  the  king 
his  errors  since  hia  accession  to  the  throne,  and  how 
his  youth  had  been  abused ;  by  which  method,  he 
insiniiatedtofaimbyd^reestiuttbe  was  ill-served, 
and  wanted  an  able  minister,  capable  <^  easing  bioi 
in  the  administration  of  the  most  weighty  afiaiis, 
and  of  showing  him  the  consequences.  In  a  word,- 
continues  that  autiior,  he  so  managed,  that  he  be- 
came hinifielf  the  minister  whldi  he  advised  the 
king  to  seek,  and,  by  degrees,  was  ^trusted  with 
the  care  and  conduct  of  the  king's  principal  affairs. 
Then,  adds  Rapin,  his  credit  rendered  him  haughty, 
proud,  insolent,  and  ungrateful  to  hi^  old  firiends  ; 
in  short,  he  was  taxed  with  all  the  foilings  of  this 
nature  which  favourites  are  usually  chained  with, 
and  which,  indeed,  few  favourites  can  avoid. 

Of  the  justness  c^  these  diarges  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  judge,  in  the  course  o£  the  following 
pages ;  only  anticipating  so  &r,  as  to  notice  an- 
other observation  of  that  hisbnian,  that  Wolsey, 
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like  moet  others  in  his  aitoation,  became  extremely 
odious,  chiefly,  because  his  counsels  were  self-in- 
terested, which  the  event  discovered  to  all  but  the 
king,  who  was  blind  in  that  respect ;  he  states,  also, 
that  bis  favour  and  credit  caused  the  most  potrat 
prinoea  of  Europe  to  strive  to  gain  him  to  their 
inta<e8tfi,  and  to  glory,  at  least,  outwardly,  <hi  being 
in  the  number  of  his  friends. 

We  feel,  however,  although  not  pan^yrists 
of  the  Cardinal,  that  something,  at  least,  of  this 
charge  of  selfifdinees  wiU  be  remored  by  various 
occurrences,  yet  to  be  related ;  and  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  adduce  some  instances  of  real  patriotism 
in  his  behalf.  Wolsey  certainly  had  sufficient  po> 
litical  sagacity  to  perceive,  as  Rapin  hints,  that 
during  Henry's  reign  the  affairs  of  Europe  were 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  give  to  England  the 
power  of  making  the  balance  to  incline  to  whatever 
aide  she  might  espouse ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  he  knew  how  to  improve  this  advantage,  and 
thei^by  to  render  himself  the  richest  and  most 
powerful  subject  that  ever  was :  still  we  cannot 
give  full  wei|^t  to  the  assertitHi  that  he  laboured 
not  with  the  same  ardour  for  his  master's  honour 
as  for  his  own  interest. 

But  Rapin  seems  to  hare  spoken  generally  from 
what  Lord  Herbert,  in  his  Life  of  Henry,  states 
more  particularly,  when  he  sayB  that  the  king  being 
young  and  given  to  his  pleasure,  some  advised  him 
to  have  recourse  to  his  council  for  instructions 
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how  to  gonra  his  kingdom ;  but  Wolaey  told  the 
Jang  that  he  should  scnnetimeg  follow  his  studies 
and  sometimes  t^ce  his  pleasure;  and  that  it  was 
wrong  to  meddle  with  old  men's  cares  before  it  was 
proper  so  to  do,  especially  seeing  there  was  not 
wanting  a  pereon  who  could  recite  to  his  majesty 
the  effect  of  a  whole  day's  consultation  in  coundL 
He  then  asserts  that  this  advice  so  pleased  the 
king,  that  Woteey  thence  attained  the  height  of 
royal  fevour. 

It  will  not  be  irrelevant  here  to  notice  a  speech 
attributed  to  Wolsey  in  a  moment  of  royal  con- 
fidential communic^on  ;  but  of  the  authenticity 
of  which  there  may  fairly  be  some  doubt,  from  the 
strong  Jesuitical  sophistry  which  pervades  almost 
every  line  of  it.  Lford  Herbert  makes  Wolaey 
allude  to  the  experience  which  the  king  already 
had  of  the  strange  effects  produced  by  contradic- 
tions of  counsels.  He  tben  is  made  to  say,  that  it 
was  unsafe  to  believe  singly  either  of  those  <m 
whose  advice  the  king  most  relied,  and  it  was  im- 
possiUe  to  beUeve  both;  wherefore  he  jecom- 
roended  that  the  youthful  monarch  should  choose 
some  one,  who,  being  disinterested,  might  have  no 
passion  or  thought  but  how  to  serve  him.  Then 
come  arguments,  ui^ing  that  all  those  reasons  of 
state  whidi  prove  monarchy  to  be  the  best  form 
of  government  make  for  a  fevourite  in  the  nest 
place,  upon  the  principle  that  a  king  should  not 
allow  his  power  to  diffuse  itself,  at  once  from  his 
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own  person,  but  through  the  medium  of  another 
individual ;  for  kings  must  never  descend  hut  hy 
steps,  and  the  higher  they  must  stand  in  proportion 
to  the  ranlcs  and  orders  under  them. 

It  was  a  bold  stroke  of  policy  in  Wolsey  next 
to  tell  the  king,  if  he  really  did  do  bo,  that  the 
adoption  <Hf  a  fovourite  miidster  would  not  induce 
the  other  members  of  the  cooncil  to  consider  them- 
selves  much  lessened;  because,  as  long  as  they 
should  be  permitted  still  to  exercise  their  usual 
sway  aver  their  inferiors,  they  would  not  think 
themselrea  much  concerned  for  the  rest 

Other  pleas  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  ui^^ed 
were,  however,  if  not  peifectly  correct^  yet  more 
plausible,  as  he  is  stated  to  have  said, — **  Besides, 
your  people  will  be  glad  of  it,  as  knowing  whidi 
way  to  address  their  suits ;  to  leave  them  more  at 
large,  were  to  expose  them  to  those  delays  and 
uncertainties  they  would  never  patiently  endure. 
Again,  it  would  be  impossible  any  other  way  to 
keep  secresy  in  business  (which  yet  is  the  life  of 
~  council),  or  almost  to  find  out  who  is  the  divulge. 
Hweover,  if  your  highness  would  not  seem  to  have 
advice  to  proceed  from  you,  how  easy  may  your 
highness  disavow  all,  and  lay  the  fault  on  him. 
Thua  may  your  highness  find  the  many  uses  you 
may  malffi  of  your  &vourite:" — but  the  whole  of 
tiiis  appears  to  be  in  a  style  <tf  ai^nmextt  which 
Wolsey  would  never  have  dared  to  use  towards  a 
monarch  so  clear>8ighted  as  Henry  was ;  nor  can 
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we  suppose  that  even  so  young  a  monardt  would 
have  been  blinded  by  that  affectadoa  of  self-denial 
where  Wols^  ia  made  to  urge,  that  he  would  never 
advise  the  king  to  see  only  by  the  eyes,  or  to  hear 
'  cmly  l^  the  ears,  of  tlie  favourite;  since  that  woold 
be  to  keep  him  in  too  much  darkness  and  subjec- 
tion. To  prevmt  that,  he  is  said  to  recMnmend 
the  appointment  of  other  able  perstms,  audi  as 
might  be  unknown  to  each  other,  by  whom  the 
king  might  be  informed,  &om  time  to  time,  not 
<Hily  of  what  was  done,  but  even  said  in  common 
r^ute ;  whence  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  ^ 
vourite  to  deceive  him.  He  is  also  made  to  re- 
commend the  formation  of  something  very  like 
what,  in  later  days,  has  been  called  backstairs  in- 
fluence, by  advising  with,  and  consulting  sepa- 
rately, diree  or  four  confidential  persons  fen*  the 
purpose  of  particular  scrutjny  and  examinaticoi  of 
the  more  intricate  and  doubtful  parte  of  business; 
these  persons  not  to  be  members  of  the  council,  but 
to  prepare  and  to  investigate  such  difficult  ques- 
tions as  were  to  come  before  that  body. 

Thus  far  we  can  scarcely  suppose  Maehiavel 
himself  would  have  ventured  to  speak  so  openly ; 
what  then  shall  we  say  of  the  conclusicm  ? — "  This 
will  enable  you  to  speak  thravof  when  yon  transfer 
it  to  the  body  of  your  council,  and  make  you  dis- 
cern thdr  opinions  only.  If  any  thing  be  deter- 
mined, let  your  &vouiite  be  the  chief  actor  in  the 
execution  thereof;  thai  your  hi^ness  may  jdease 
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to  advise,  neidier  will  I  presume  to  notuiaata  my- 
self; otherwise  only  I  will  crave  leave  to  say  this 
madi,  that  when  your  highnftw  will,  out  of  your 
own  election,  think  fit  to  use  my  service  therein, 
I  doubt  not  but  so  to  establish  aud  conserve  your 
hig^mess's  authority,  as  to  make  you  the  greatest 
and  hi^iest  jKince  living,  neither  shall  I  fear  to 
&U  when  any  benefit  to  your  majesty  will  grow 
thirdly." 

Can  we  believe,  <xa  Lord  Herbert's  evidence, 
tiliat  this  speech  so  &r  prevailed  on  the  king  that, 
without  any  other  advice  or  consideration,  he  in- 
stantly ordered  Wolsey  to  despatch  his  most  im- 
portant o&irs  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  proposi- 
tion ?  Or,  are  we  to  suppose  with  Polydore  Vii^, 
that  Wolsey  was  of  such  a  gay,  facetaous  temper, 
that  he  could  suit  his  humour  to  the  king's,  so  as 
to  make  it  agreeable  to  the  levity  and  passion  of 
youth ;  and  that  he  would  sing,  laugh,  dance,  end 
play  with  the  young  courtiers  who  were  most  in 
fiLVour  with  the  king? 

More  liberal  is  it,  indeed,  to  give  credence  to 
Collier's  account,  where  he  observes  that,  although 
Widsey  on  coming  into  power  indulged  the  king 
in  his  humour,  yet  he  reminded  him  of  business, 
aad  particularly  endeavoured  to  make  him  sensible- 
what  advantages  trade  and  navigation  would  pro- 
duce for  the  kingdom ;  which  induced  Henry,  in 
his  youUiiul  days,  to  be  very  attentive  in  that  re-- 
^Kct,  both  in  giving  his  subjects  letters  of  safe. 
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conduct,  and,  in  case  they  sustained  any  damage 
by  foreigners,  in  demanding  aatiflfoction ;  and,  if 
tliat  was  not  to  be  had,  to  repel  force  by  force. 

The  probabiKty  of  this,  too,  is  further  confirmed 
by  what  Polydore  Virgil  himeeJf  acknowledges, 
that,  after  a  share  of  the  puUic  businesa  was  de- 
Tolved  by  the  king  on  the  fevourite,  yet  Henry, 
though  in  that  respect  disengaged  and  at  liberty, 
being  well  disposed,  instructed  and  formed  fw 
empire,  did  not  wholly  neglect  his  duty :  but,  that 
he  might  employ  his  time  both  commendably  and 
to  advMitage,  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  good 
literature;  sometimes,  at  his  leisure  hours,  with 
music ;  at  other  times  with  divinity,  and  thia  he 
did  by  the  advice  of  Wolsey. 

That  Wolsey,  as  is  g^erally  acknowledged,  poa- 
sessed  an  unirbrsal  genius,  adapted  for  his  times, 
and  for  his  own  ambitious  plans,  cannot  well  he 
doubted ;  and  in  his  new  oflSce  he  showed  hims^ 
as  well  fitted  for  the  camp  as  for  the  court  ot 
conclave.  Hostilities  being  already  determined  on 
by  parliament,  and  now  on  the  verge  of  l»reakmg 
out  between  France  and  Kngland,  Henry,  as 
already  slightly  noticed,  determined  to  eolket  a 
formidable  ftnrce  and  to  invade  France  in  person^ 
which  he  could  do  more  easily  Ihon  at  the  piesent 
day,  Calais  being  then  in  our  possession.  Itbecame 
necessary,  of  course,  that  all  due  and  requisite  {ht^ 
parations  should  speedily  be  mader;  Henry,  th£r»- 
(oK,  determined,  as  we  have  already  rec<H^ed,  to 
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give  the  whole  chai^  to  Wdmy,  as  the  fittest 
ptTSon  for  it :  and  he  certamly  was  so,  aorardiiig 
to  the  qnHt  and  practice  of  that  day,  foe  he  beiB|; 
widiouC  scruples*  in  whateivr  the  king  Doi^it 
deinaDd,  however  difficult  'it  might  seem,  accepted 
the  charge  at  once,  toad  was  so  actire  and  so  stre- 
miotu,  that  all  tUngs  irere  provided  milch  earlira: 
than  the  kii^  could  have  hoped  for,  not  only  in 
Rgard  to  troops,  bnt  ateo  the  amnranition,  artil- 
lery, provisions,  st{)re6,  &c.  tKcesSary  for  sudi  an 
army. 

'  Previons  to  Henry's  taking  the  field,  an  army 
was  first  sent  over  to  France  under  the  Earl  of 
Kirewsbury,  who  instantly  commenced  hostilities 
hy  undertaking  the  siege  of  Tennienne,  whilst 
Wolsey  actively  hastened  the  royal  preparations^ 
yet  not  losing  sight  of  his  ecclesiastical  interests  in 
O^  bnatle  o£  warfiure  and  pomp  of.  chivalry :  for, 
if  the  dates  we  have  cons,ulted  are  correct,  he  took 
eare,:tiiat  evten  during  his  absence  he  should  secure 
whatever  church  vacancies  mig^t  suit  his  purpose^ 
in  case  q£  their  falling  in  when  be  was  not  actually 
cm  file  spot  Of  his  extreme  eare  on  this  BiU>}e(± 
thtm  is  one  instance  on  record,  in  the  precentop- 
itip  mt  SL  Paul's,  b«»me  vbcbhC  by  the  death  of 
Chmdissolvi  Fordinand,  a  foreign  mcmk,  and  to 
wbidi  office  he  was  collated  on  the  Stli  of  July, 
though  then  actually  with  the  army  in  France.    - 

«  CaTeodish,  MSS. 
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Every  thing  being  fwepared  for  the  royal  de- 
pwtore,  by  Wokey's  active  care,  acd  the  queen 
having  been  appointed  regent  during  the  Idng^i 
[voposed  absence  on  this  campaign,  both  their  ma^ 
jesties  departed  from  Greenwich  on  the  15th  of 
June,  with  a  long  train,  consisting  of  the  Duke  c£ 
.Buddnghani;  the  Marquis  of  Dorset;  the  Earls  of 
Northumberland,  Essex,  Kent,  and  Wiltshire;  the 
Lords  Audtey,  De  la  War,  and  Curzon ;  the  prime 
minister  .and_ almoner,  Wolsey;  Fox,  Bishop  of 
Winchester;  and  many  others  of  high  rank  and 
eminence.  Proceeding  by  easy  journeys,  they  ar- 
rived at  Dover,  from  whence,  after  a  short  delay, 
his  miyesty  and  suite  sailed  for  Calais,  thai  in 
P^glish  possession,  where  he  landed  on  the  SOth 
of  June,  and  was  suitaUy  received  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Talbot,  the  governor. 

Waiting  at  Calais  only  until  the  provisions  and 
stores  and  some  further  .reinforcements  of  troopa 
should  come  over,  Henry  then  departed  with  his 
ficH^e  to  join  the  English  army  already  occupied  in 
the  siege  of  Terouenne,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
18th  of  July.  The  place  was  very  strong;  beades 
which  it  was  rumoured  that  the  French  anny  was 
in  foJl  mardi  to  attack  that  of  Enghmd:  but 
Henry  was  not  dismayed;  and,  mustering  his  little 
band  of  (mly  36,000  men,  he  quietly  awaUed  &» 
approach  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  a  very  curious  fact,  that  although  neither 
Fox  nor  Wolsey  went  over  to  France  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  fighting;  yet  so  oumerouB  were  their  at- 
teadtnts,  as  nearly  to  form  the  rear  guard  of  the 
.English  army. 

The  French  force  was  by  oo  nteatis  bo  nomerous 
at  this  moment  as  reported,  being  little  more  than 
an  army  of  observation;  yet  they  boldly  resolved 
to  make  a  dashing  attempt  to  save  the  town;  and 
accwdlngly,  on  the  l6th  of  August,  the  whole  of 
their  cavalry,  to  the  nimiber  of  SOQO  men,  made  a 
sudden  and  well-conducted  attack  on  the  EngUsh 
«nt-poet8  :  but  a  sufficient  number  (^  troops  were 
soon  collected,  and  so  well  were  the  Frenchmen 
received,  that  their  first  assault  was  repulsed  with 
the  loss  of  six  standards,  many  men,  and  officers, 
amongst  whom  was  the  then  c^brated  Duke  of 
Longueville.  So  hot  indeed  was  their  reception, 
that  they  were  8o<hi  broken  and  fled ;  and  so  rapid 
was  their  flight,  so  hard  did  they  spur  their  horses, 
that  the  afiair  has  ever  since  been  designated,  by 
historians,  the  Battle  qf  Spurs. 

Terouenne  was  carried  by  a  fierce  assault  two 
days  afterwards;  and  there  Henry  was  met  1^  the 
Emperor  Maximilian,  who  not  only  brou^t  a  large 
army  to  his  assistance,  but  took  wages  of  the  king 
abo;  or,  in  modem  diplranatic  language,  accepted 
a  subsidy. 

Henry  had  no  sooner  got  possession  of  Terou- 
enne, than,  by  Wolse/s  advice,  he  made  every  pre- 
paration for  its  {ureservation  and  defence,  not  only 
to  secure  a  retreat,  if  necessary,  but  ^bo  to  support 
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himself  in  the  possesion  at  Tovmay,  should  it  fa& 
into  his  hands;  an  cibject  of  some  importanot 
to  the  ahuoner,  as  the  revenues  of  its  see  were 
ccmsiderable,  and  its  mitre,  as  Wolsey  no  doubt 
thoii^t,  ex|H:«8sly  made  to  fit  him. 
,  The  siege  of  Toumay  was  speedDy  undertalffili 
ta  the  fllst  of  September,  and  carried  tm  so  Iniskly, 
agreeable  to  the  military  ideas  of  that  day,  that  it 
as  speedily  Eurrendered,  when  Henry  instantly  ap- 
pointed his  clerical  frioid  to  the  see,  as  a  reward 
for  bis  activity  and  diligence ;  but  as  publicly  an- 
nounced, it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  Frandi 
bishop  refusing  to  swear  fealty  to  the  King  of 
England,  that  Wolsey  was  appmnted  to  supersede 
him.  The  citizens  of  Toumay  were  noti  indeed, 
80  scnipalous,  for  it  appears,  that  immediately  oh 
Its  sarreoder,  the  new  bishop,  in  hia  eapiieity  of 
king's  ahnoner,  administered  the  oatha  to  upwards 
of  80,000. 

It  was  on  the  80th  of  September  that  Toumay 
surrendered,  after  which,  in  a  council  of  war,  many 
debates  ensued  as  to  the  proprie^  of  retaining  that 
place.  Jt  appears,  however,  that  Wolsey,  upon 
this  occasion,  assisted  at  the  conncil  of  war,  md 
ui^  most  strongly  that  Toumay  should  be  kept 
as  a  trophy  of  the  king's  victory;  and  the  ra^er 
so,  because  Julius  Caesar,  in  his  Commentaries, 
acknowledged  he  nowhiere  met  with  so  brave  a 
raaJatance  as  at  Toumay.  Wolsey's  advice  was 
finally  ^iproved  by  the  council;  and  the  king 
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jpuiog  in  thegeDernl  ofrinkm,  detwmined  to  make 
.a  jniblk  eatiy  into  that  city,  tv&i  more  si^Hididly 
than  he  did  at  Taoa^me. 

During  the  royal  stay  at  Ttnunay,  Hairy  wap 
viaited  by  tfae  Archdake  CliarleSi  his  netdiev^,  after- 
wards CSuvles  v.,  and  by  Mei^aret  of  Savoy,  wbp 
<ame  to  iCQo^vtulate  him  on  his  conquests ;  and 
acoordiag  to  Hniry's  ta^  and  eusttmi*  titey  were 
attertoiaed  with  splendid  jousts  and  toumaio«nt»: 
but  ev«i  amidst  this  royal  gaiety  W^aey  had  moA 
important  game  in  view,  and  was  busily  ^igagsd 
with  tbf  Doehaui  of  Savoy,  in  {«e|iBring  the  treaty, 
caUed  the  Treaty  of  TcKwoay,  whidi  not  only  fxa- 
vided  for.icanTiDg  on  tlte  war  against  Fraqoe,  but 
£wth«  marriage  of  tin  Archdake  ^th  iHie  Frinosts 
Mary*  Bmiy'B  ymwgest  sister,  afterwards  ^leen 
of  i^ianta,  and  wife  of  tbe  Duke  of  Suffolk. 
„  WluUt  Woteey  waft  thus  engaged,  the  news  ts£ 
-hit  suddwi  favour  and  politjcal  rise  had  found- its 
way  to  -fiome;  asd  ana  Cardinal  Bay«bridgfl, 
^B  kiag'a  ambaseader  there,  did  not  disdain. to 
ottr-ltia  eongmtulaliaaBt  and  to  make  his  court 
thaOB^theneviaiHiatcr,  aa  appears  from  thefot- 
lawHg  Utlai  tetiiat  efiiect^-^ 
: .  *.'  Brother,  nMbto;, almoner,  in  my  best  raaidnr 
'i.comwmd  myself: luito  yoOtadTeitisii^  you,. that 
ef  tnttk,  tfuch  ItonburandiioblcaacBB  is  berabpcken 
of  the  -Jong's  graoe,  by  osaaon  of  hiannst  victo- 
snuB  estcrpnses  i^&inst  the  enemies  bf  ife  church, 
and  Ins  otiier  demeanour,  tliat  his  glory  here  is 
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esteemed  to  b^  immortal.  It  is  to  all  his  true 
subjects,  lovers,  and  friends,  joy  and  ecHnfort  in- 
estimable, and  you  may  veil  be  assured  it  is  no 
less  pain  and  samw  unto  our  common  enemy,  who 
here  be  uttniy  discouraged.  Would  oar  Lord 
Jesus  it  were  my  fortune  conveniently  to  see  there 
his  Grace,  you,  and  other  my  Lords,  his  noUe 
CMnpany,  io  this  his  journey.  I  taust  thov  Hvetk 
no  man  that  be  more  desirous  thereunto  than  I  am ; 
but  in  the  meantime  I  shall  hetftily  pray  to  QoA 
for  the  prospCTous  preservation  of  his  GhBce,  you, 
and  all  his  good  company,  and  add  the  beat  and 
most  diligent  service  I  can  do  here  for  the  same." 

Henry  had  shown  much  ^^Mrrait  anxiety  to 
retuni  to  his  kingdom,  even  during  the  ^tege  of 
Toumay,  which  evidently  aroee  from  the  hostile 
preparations  of  his  royal  brother-in-law,  James 
IV.  of  Scotland,  for  the  invasion  of  En^and. 
But  ihe  battle  of  Flodden  field,  in  idikh  the 
Scottish  monarch  fell  with  most  of  his  noblea, 
having  talam  [dace. in  the  interim,  and  of  whidi 
he  received  infiirmatioB  an.  the  20tfa  of  Sqitembov 
he  was  relieved  firom  all  amiii^  on  that  sceve,  and 
thus  enabled  to  enjoy  his  snooeeseB  in  FraiK8} 
wliidi  were  much  heightened  by  the  rank  and 
number  c^  the  jHisoiMn  whom  he  -carried  over 
with  him,  conairting  of  the  Duka  of  Longu»> 
viUe,  Viscount  CleraxaU;,  and  many  othen. 

In  short,  having  settled  all  afUrs,  dvil,  eecfe- 
jiaatical,  and  military,  be  {UP^ared-fiv  ntanaag 
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to  En^and;  leaving  Touma^on  the  SOth  of  No- 
vembtt,  accompanied  by  Wolsey,  and  sailing  fev 
Dorer  on  the  34th,  firom  whence,  on  his  arrival, 
he  inetaatiy  proceeded  to  Ridimond. 

The  people  were  delighted  with  the  royal  suc- 
oessee ;  and  so  much  was  considered  as  owing  to 
Wolsey's  providoQt  care  and  preparation,  that  not 
the  sl^fatest  popular  displeasure  was  manifested, 
when  it  was  understood-  that  he  was  le^y  frime 
minister ;  nor  were  the^at  all  dissatisfied  with  the 

■  coBtinnance  of  1^  war,  which  was  now  carried  on 

-both  by  land  and  sea. 

But  it  was  net  aloUe  to  naval  warfare,  as  a~ 
secondary  eonsiderataon,  that  Woiaey  directed  his 
views ;  for  he  had  scarcdy  entered  upon  tlie 
active  coneons  of  state,  when  he  saw  that  the  best 
dtfeaee  of  Britain,  in  the  existing  state  of  Euro- 
pean "potitics,  mtast  be  found  in  her  navy.  He 
also  saw  Utat  much  remained  for  'Bngland  to  ac- 
quire on  the  new  theatre  of  unezjdcNred  oceans ; 
he  saw  that  she  was  best  capable  of  extending  hex 
domains  in  new  worlds ;  and  he  saw  that  to  ac- 
quire and  preserve  tiiese  advantages,  she  must  be 
mistress  of  the  seas.  He,  therefore,  encouraged 
the  predilection  which  Henry  seemed  to  have  for 
nautical  sfeirs ;  and  his  earliest  advice  to  him 
was  to  form  a  navy  royal.  In  consequence  of 
which,  t^  Henry  Gtrace  de  Dieu,  a  ship  of  the 
greatest  burden  ever  bnilt  in  our  ports,  at  that 

-pmed*  was  laid  on  Qw  stoda ;  and  became  a  fo* 
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rourite  hobb^  of  the  young  monarch,  as  ^ppeani 
from  a  letter  pf  Wolsef  to  Fox,  still  extaaL 

WdBeys  Bupreoiacy  of  power  waa,  bowever ,  not 
yet  arrived  9t  its  height ;  for  evm  bow  we  find 
him  complaJUiiig  to  his  patron  Fox  oi  various  acts 
of  Btate  policy  with  which  he  waa  dissatisfied,  in 
a  letter  whkh  is  extant,  wheron  he  states  that  he 
Could  not  write  80000*  on  those  subjecta  without 
sending  half  a  relation ;  but  he  had  then  acqaiicd 
the  knowledge  <tf  soBB«e  particulars,  particularly  >in 
regard  to  ^tain,  from  wh«itoe  the  hoxi  D'Arcy, 
with  his  troops,  was  then  ok  the  point  of  retum- 
-  ing ;  and  thwgh  a  mwsenger.  or  envoy,  frvu  the 
King  of  Spain  had  come  to  assure  He»ry  that  the 
Spanish  monarch  swore  he  wbidd  never  deijst 
fmta  the,war,  uw  leav»  hia  8onoiii>4aw,  till  sndi 
time  as  he  had  obtained  ttw  crown  of  France  £or 
him,  yet  WoJsey;  appears  to  hav«  put  f ei;y  little 
faith  in  tbtm  protet^atiws.  He  titm  atatoa  a 
fariUiantafi«ir:of  the  Sngli^h  fleet«wfalch  we^iail 
preset,  in  his.owh  w«^ds,^— "  ,>V».  haye  r«aeivj«d 
lamcsitable  tidings  pfi  the  njii^thiance  i^iat  hf^mud 
to  our  people  at  sqa,  on  Tuesday,  was  if^rtqii^t, 
when  they  nut  with  twenty  Freiuh  mea  ef  war 
(the  best, provided  that  any  ships  ^yer-were^;  a^ad 
after  a  desperate  engagement,  the  Regent  boarded 
the  Carrick  of  Bre8,t,  wher^  were  four  lerdp, 
tjhree  hundi;ed  gfptlemen,  ^ht  hn^cfred  s^diers 
afl4  .f^amen*  fflur  hundred  (ro^how.  mac^.  qse 
.hundred  gmmers,  two  hundred  terns  of  wine,  one 
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hundred  fripes,  sixty  bsmte  of  guopowderi  and 
other  anununitiaa  equivakat.  In  this  action  our 
men  acquitted  themselTes  so  well,  that  they  kilted 
most  part  of  tike  men  within  the  ship ;  but  as  th^ 
were  striking,  the  Carrick  was  on  fire,  which  wa^ 
•0  entangled  witii  the  R^^t,  that  in  less  thao 
three  hours  they  were  both  burnt;  and  Sir  Thomas 
Knyvett,  who  most  galkmtly  acquitted  himself  on 
this  oecssifHi,  was  kilted  by  a  gun-shot :  Sir  Jdin 
Carew  and  others,  likewise,  lost  their  lives.  My 
lord,  'keep  this  secret,  £ar  no  man  yet  knows  it 
here  save  the  king  and  myself.  In  8h(H%  you 
would  marrel  to  see  how  wisely  the  king  behaveth 
liimsdf ;  I  have  not  seen  the  like  ■  ■  ■  . 

"P.S.  Tfaereatdneofthe  French  fleet,  on  beiitg 
diasedt  was  put  to  flight ;  and,  like  cowards,  fl«d 
into  Brest  harbour.  Sir  £dward  Howard  has 
Towed  to  God  that  he  will  never  see  the  king's 
fyux  till  he  has  revenged  the  death  of  that  noblb 
and  Taliant  knight.  Sir  Thtmias  Knyvett" 

Notwithstanding  his  complaints  of  want  of  iU'^ 
fluenee,  it  is  not  impossible  that  Wolsey's  ol^ect 
may  rathex  have  been  to  mystify  his'  old  patrons, 
and  to  repress  tbdr  jealotisy  of  him,  than  to  make 
serious  representation  of  his  want  of  importanoe 
at  least  very  soon  after  the  return  from  France, 
we  find  tiiat  his  power  b^an  to  display  its^  eyeit 
ova:  the  corporation  of  the  metropolis,  on  occasicHi 
of  a,  commotitm  which  took  place,  under  drcnm- 
stances  not  uninteresting  at  the  jwesent  day. 
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It  I4>pears  that  the  pet^e  of  Islington,  of  Hox- 
ton,  and  of  Shoreditdi,  had  so  enclosed  their 
grounda,  that  it  was  conBidered  as  debarring  the 
dtizenB  ironi  their  accustomed  freedom  (^  walking 
uid  ^^Tis«8 ;  when  the  apprentices,  then  a  power- 
Ail  and  united  bod]'',  rose  in  a  mass,  and  with 
Tarious  implements  soon  levelled  the  hedges  and 
ditches  that  intorupted  a  free  intercourse.  It  is 
Mid  they  were  first  incited  to  this  hy  an  indi- 
Tidual,  a  turner  hy  trade,  who  ran  throu^  the 
streets  in  a  fool's  coat,  calling  out  for  shovels  and 
spades ;  and  as  so  extensive  a  riot  was  allowed  b^ 
the  magistracy  to  take  place,  particularly  from 
so  small  an  excitement  in  the  first  instance,  Sir 
Geoi^  MoDoux,  the  Lord  Mayor,  was  sent  for  by 
Wolsey  and  reprimanded,  gently  some  say,  for  not 
taking  better  care  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city, 
and  then  dismissed  with  an  edortation,  which  is ' 
stated  to  have  had  the  desired  effect 

The  new  year's  day  of  1514  was  to  Wolsey  a 
fortunate  one,  for  on  tiiat  day  he  was  presented 
by  his  sovereign  with  the  Bishopric  of  Lincoln, 
being  thus  first  raised  to  an  Enghsh  mitre ;  and 
on  this  occasion  he  received  the  ctmipliments  €fS 
aU  the  prelates,  nobility,  and  gentry,  then  about 
the  court,  or  in  the  metropolis,  all  eager  to  catdi 
the  smiles  of  the  new  favourite !  Some  annalists 
State,  that  Wolsey  received  the  p[4>al  confirmation 
to  his  episcopal  dignity  on  the  6th  of  February, 
following;   a   rtipidity  of  communication  with 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  9ff 

BxHne  not  veiy  likely  in  those  days :  but  the  fact 
BeeoiB  to  be*,  that  the  pope's  bull  was  signed  on 
the  8th  of  the  ides  of  that  month,  such  being  the 
date  affixed  to  that  document. 

Notwithstanding  the  papal  claims  to  high  chnrdi 
juriadietion  in  England,  yet  there  were  laws  even 
then  existing  to  keep  them  in  check.  One  of  the 
moBt  important  of  which  laws  was  the  statute  of 
pr^nunire,  which  Henry  alctually  put  iii  force  to 
a  certain  extent  on  this  occasion;  for  the  p(^ 
having  sent  over  fbor  bulls  in  regard  to  the 
bisht^c,  in  one  of  which,  accepted  and  acted  on 
by  Wols^,  he  claims  Uoicoln  for  himself;  but 
bestows  it  upon  the  favourite,  as  if  the  royal  grant 
had  been  nought ;  the  tes^  mimarcb,  not  relishing 
the  exutenoe  of  "  Two  Kings  in  Brentford,"  and 
feeling  his  own  daim  to  church  supremacy  in  his 
own  dominions,  he  dther  in  the  anger  of  the  mo- 
ment, or  perhaps  merely  wishing  to  mark  his  pro- 
test against  papal  arrogance,  actually  ordered  the 
IRtq>er  law  proceedings  under  the  statute;  but 
stoj^ied  them,  by  his  layti  pardon  to  the  new 
bishop*  on  the  4th  of  March  following.  That  the 
king  was  not  seriously  displeased  with  Wols^ 
himself,  we  may  infer  from  the  £act  of  his  de- 
livering OTer  to  hini>  on  the  same  day,  the  tem- 
poralities of  the  bishopric,  alUiough  the  consecra- 
tion did  not  take  place  until  the  26thj  and  then- 
by  proxy; 

*  Rytner,  Fad.  xiii.  3M. 
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On  the  following  day,  he  resigned  the  precen- 
toTship  (tf  St.  PsoI'b  Cotiliedral,  tn  whidt  otBtx  he 
was  succeeded  by  William  Horsley,  8.  T.  P ;  also, 
on  the  1st  of  April,  he  vacated  the  chunji  oiBar- 
well,  in  Norwich  diocrae,  erf  his  appointment  to 
which  ws  find  no  record ;  resigning  the  ahnonry 
Ukewise,  his  Buceessor  being  iUchard  Rawlins,' 
Pr^Nndarjr  of  St.  Paul's. 

■  !Iima  riii^  in  pollUcal  and  ecclesiastical  power 
and  influence,  Wolsey  was  naturally  looked  up  to 
hy  the'  two  universities.  Oxford,  indeed,  ddmed 
Um  already  as  her  own ;  and  Cambridge  appears 
anxious  to  participate  in  his  faTDors.-  This  was 
manifested  by  tlieir  dioice  of  him  to  fill  tKe  vacant 
diancdlorehip  of  that  university ;  a  drcumstance 
reapecting  which,  however,  there  are  two  accounts 
ratlier  contradictory.  One  acoonnt  says,  that  it 
was  the  primary  intention  of  the  unireraity  to 
have  elected  Fisher,  then  Bishop  of  Rodiester,  to 
that  office ;  iHit  he  declined  it,  and  adrised  them, 
as  more  advantageous,  to  ofi^  it  to  the  Bishop  of 
Lineolfl— advice  which  they  eagerly  followed ;  for 
bdng  doubtfiil  of  success,  they  not  only  tudes- 
voored  to  pwsuade  Fisher  to  become  their  advo- 
cate with  Wolsey,  but  also  applied  to  the  Bishop 
of  Windiester  for  the  same  purpose.  To  ibis  ap^ 
plication,  however,  Fox  demurred,  as  he  had  ac* 
tually  been  in  expectation  of  an  offer  of  that  dig' 
nity  to  himself:  he  was  not  likely,  therefcnv,  to 
oigage  in  persuading  his  former  protegee  to  ac- 
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cqftt  an  ottiee  which  he  faimBelf  would  have  gladly 
graqwd  st  Another  ocoount  states,  that  when- 
Fidier  declined  tlte  chancellorship,  the  long,  hy 
letter,  off»ed  it  to  Wolsey,  who  was  elected,  but 
through  pride  refused  it,  when  the  univaiBity  re- 
elected Fisher  to  the  office. 

Indeed,  WoUey  has  beai  accused  not  only  v^ 
pride,  but  of  littlenew  of  mind  upon  this  occasion ; 
M  it  is  asserted  that  his  real  motive  of  refusal  was 
Qie  necessity  he  would  have  been  under  to  furnish 
a  mortuary  Bermm  for  the  deceased  Countess  of 
Richmond,  the  king's  grandmother,  and  fonndress 
ef  Bt  Jcrfm'e  College ;  a  lady  to  whom  he  bore  no 
good  will,  on  account  of  the  advice  which  she  was 
supposed  to  have  given  her  grandson  on  Ins  first 
otHning  to  the  throne,  warning  bun  more  particu- 
larly agunst  the  plausibility  and  hypocrisy  of  tbe 
new  favourite  than  <tf  any  other  individual. 

Of  the  university  records,  upon  this  occasion, 
we  can  state  tiiat  there  is  now,  in  tbe  orator^ 
botdc  at  Gamlni^,  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  Wblsey^ 
pe^ii^  him  numerous  ccHnpUments  on  his  le^omlDg 
and  virtues,  announdng  thdr  choice  of  him  as 
diancellor,  and  b^ging  his  acceptance  of  that 
office ;  to  which  there  is  an  answer,  id  which  he 
a{^)ears  to  decline  dOffiir  choice,  without  actually 
doing  so,  concluding  with  the  fi^owing  remarfe- 
abie  sentence : 

**  Rdiqna  a  mandatis  vMtris  m^;iatratibas  ha- 
rum  latoribus  dedi  vobis  exponenda  quibos  eairi 
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fidem  h^Kre  nigamur  periode  ac  si  conun  lo^ie-^ 
remur.  Valete~"  a  style  not  mudi  unlike  that  of 
a  king,  a  f<xidnesB  for  which  afterwards  formed 
one  of  due  principal  chaiges  on  his  impeachment.' 

Amongst  other  favours  he^ied  upon  Wolaey  ^ 
this  period  bj  his  royal  patron,  waa  a  grant  of 
half  the  advowson,  in  next  reversion,  of  Ber- 
mohdsey  Abbey,  in  Southwark.  The  advowscm 
of  tliis  Priorate  was  really  in  the  monks ;  but,  as 
Manning  states,  their  election  was  not  finally 
valid  until  ccotfirmed  by  ihs  king.  Henry,  how- 
eva-,  without  reference  to  this  right  oi  the  nuHiks, 
issued  his  letters-patent  on  the  21th  June,  1014, 
granting  the  next  advowson  to  Wolsey,  then 
Bi^op  of  Lintwln,  and  to  John  Reve  de  Melford, 
Abbot  of  St.  Edmondsbuiy.  Some  doubt  still  re- 
mains, indeed,  as  to  Uieir  acting  upon  the  patent ; 
at  least,  there  is  no  record  to  show  whether  they 
were  ever  collated  to  the  grant,  or  that  it  was  re- 
sumed by  the  king.  According  to  the  value  of 
money  at  that  time,  this  grant  was  of  some  im- 
portance ;  for  its  annual  revalue  was  about  £550 : 
its  final  surrender  did  not  take  place  until  1541, 
long  posterior  to  the  Cardinal's  death. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  that  the  year  1514 
was  fraught  with  honours  and  wealth  for  Wolsey, 
placing  in  his  hands  two  bishoprics  and  one  archi- 
q>iBcopal  see,  in  the  course  of  twelve  months*. 

*  That  wu  by  the  andent  mode  «F  reckoDing  the  rnr  from 
March  t«  March. 
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The  first  of  the^  was  Tonrn^,  alseady  nen- 
tioiMd;  and  the  eecond,  the  Bee  of  Lineohi  (of 
which  cathedral .  he  was  then  already  Dean),  va- 
omt  ^  tbe  dsBUse  of  Dr.  Smith.  It  seems  that 
Wfiiaej  never  allowed  the  grass  to  grow  under 
his  feet,  etpedally  when  eodeeiaBtloal  preftmunrts 
"ware  in' view;  and*  on  this  occasion, his  gentleman 
nahdr  describes  lum  as  having  been  in  as  great 
haste  to  take'  possession  of  his  episcopal  chair,  as 
he  manifested,  bn  the  preseotation  to  his  first  Rec* 
tolrjrof  LynuBgton.'  Nay,it  is  even  confeased^tjiat 
he  went  a  little  ftirtber ;  that  he  made  aQ  speed 
fiu*  his  eonseoration,  and  the  solemnization  thereof 
jbeing  over,  he  found  a  way  to  get  i^»  his  hands 
all  his  pfedeeessor's  goods,  with  which,  or  part  of 
whidi,  he  furnished  his  own  hoOse :  but  we  must 
fitill  take  this  charge  wi&  some  allowaiKe,  having 
seen  that  the  presentation  was  on  the  Ist  of  Ja^ 
nnary,  and  his  cmsefcration  on  the  96tii  of  Mardt 
Scarcely  was  Wolsey  seated  on  his  episcopal 
thcvHie,  When  an  arcfaiepiscopal  mitre,  more  pal- 
pable tJban  Macbeth's  air  drawn  di^er,  started 
np  to  his  ambitioua  view,  by  the  donise  of  Dr. 
Baynhridge,  Arehbish<^  of  Yorfc,  who  died  whilst 
engaged  cm  a  diplomatic  mission.  For  a  primacy 
to  be  vacant,  and  unsought  after  by  'Wolsey,  was 
a  thing  not  be  expected ;  that  he  should,  have  ob- 
tained it  without  dijfficulty  is  equally  plain :  ac- 
cordingly, no  time  was  lost  either  in  the  tnmad*- 
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tim*.  or  in  the  ccvefBoay  of  untallBtian,  whidi 
latter,  bcwever,  did  not  tain  plaoo  nntil  tite  Sd 
of  Oeaember,  and  then  by  prmy. 

No  socmer  did  he  ftel  hinuelf  solenaly  oanae- 
trated  an  archlrisbop,  and  primate  of  En^and, 
than  his  ambition  led  him,  as  all  cotnnpomy 
writers  aneit,  to  set  hinuelf  above  the  Primate  of 
all  fingland ;  so  that  h«  not  only  aet  up  and  ad- 
vanced his  cross  in  the  limits  oi  his  own  eeda- 
nautical  jurisdiction,  bat  boldly,  indeed  we  mmf 
May  impudentiy,  eren  in  the  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Archbiihop  of  Canteriniry ;  nottritli- 
ataiHHBg  that  in  aU  fomier  tames,  it  was  "  in 
mwient  obedieooe  of  Yorke  to  abate  advancemoit 
of  hia  crosses,  to  the  crosses  of  Canterimty." 

For  this,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbnry,  Wap- 
juun,  gave  him  a  severe  check,  telling  him  plainly 
dmt  his  conduct  was  jnresnmptuoiia,  which  ]H0- 
doced  a  serious  quarrel  and  ill-will :  Wolsey  was, 
however,  obliged  fcr  the  mcHnent  to  submit,  but 
he  soMi  after  triamfdied,  on  being  i^pointed  a 
Cardinal  by  the  Pope's  BulL 

Of  this  Brcbie]H8C<^>al  promotion,  an  author,  not 
■vtry  inimical  to  Wolsey,  obs^ves,  that  "  A  way 
for  higher  powo*  and  wealth  ^as  now  opened 
to  him  by  the  death  of  Christopher  Baynbridge, 

*  Tie  grant  in  Rymer,  F«d.  xiii.  p.  412,  is  dated  &th  ^ 
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Ardilnshop  of  Yak,  then  at  Rome  as  the  king's 
|iroctor  or  ambassador.  That  Bafnbrid^  Boat 
his  de^th  by  msans  o£  poison  was  bf  none  denkd  ; 
Aat  Wolsey  bad  eomethhig  to  do  tvith  it  was  by 
many  suspected :  yet  if  we  may  trust  to  the  ac- 
imait  i^ven  Ir^  Ciaeonins,  in  hia  History  of  the 
Bomsa  Pontiffs  and  Cardinals,  the  nlnrder  is  aot 
«nuited  ttx  without  any  Uarne  attadhhig  to  die 
Gardbial.  The  statement  «rf  this  authtn-  is  that 
BayiAridge  wis  poisened  by  a  priest,  Riotddo  dq 
Modena,  whom  he  vmfAayed  aa  his  steward,  and 
to  wh(Hii  be  bad  given  a  Mow  t  aad  this  ia  etm^ 
irmeA  hy  P»dBS  JorhiS,  who  aaaerts  that  the 
frkst  made  his  conftasicA  to  tbat  piirpOrt  tat  the 
phiee  of  «secatloD,  ha  having  been  t^en  up  ia^ 
Btontly  on  so^riqim,  aad  oonmlttcd  to  prisoA^ 
where  ho  ateo  attempted  to  destroy  himself  by 
poison." 

It  may  also  be  noted  that  Ciac»nius  expressly 
describes  B^nlmdge  to  have  been  a  man  of  moat 
insolent  and  violent  passions,  and  of  great  soil- 
ness of  temper  both  to  his  servants  and  others. 

Without  pretending,  at  this  distant  period,  to 
determine  upon  the  truth  or  injustiee  of  theee 
accosataons  ag^nst  Wols^,  we  may  observe  that 
some  circumstances  connected  with'  his  elevation 
to  ibe  See  of  York  are  dawrving  of  notiiJt  here,  as 
dtfTcioping  the  extraordinary  ecdesiastieal  power 
whi^  th^  popes  wens  then  in  the  habk  of  Using 
itt  Btigland,  wd  ahwady  aUudcd  to.    Curdii^ 
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Baynlnidge  was  poisoned  on  the  14tb  of  July  $ 
and  on  the  very  same  day,  Hae  Caidinal  de  Medici» 
wrote  to  Heniy  himsdf  to  the  following  tnupctft-^ 
N^  "  Most  Sereoie,  mogt  InTincible,  and  most 

Venerable  Sir, 
"After  the  huubble  reconunendationa  of  a  good 
memory  to  the  last,  the  Cardinal  of  York  paid  the 
debt  whlcb  he  owed  to  nature :  the  grief  whidi 
I  received  on  that  occasion  I  am  not  able  to  vt- 
press  by  words ;  for,  besides  that  I  regarded  and 
loved  him  in  no  rulgar  manner,  our  order  has  sus- 
tained a  very  great  loss  in  the  want  of  so  great  a 
&ther,  and  mastar:  but  since  these  things  are 
from  God,  who  is  pleased  with  nothibg  but  what 
is  right,  we  must  sutnnit  to  his  will,  and  entreat 
his  mercy,  that  he  may  be  thoa^  worthy  to  re* 
ceive  the  crozier  to  eternity.  As  I  thought  it  a 
part  of  my  duty.  Immediate^  attended  our  Most 
Holy  Father^  <md  beseecked  him  that  be  would 
ftof  dispose  of  his  late  Eminenctf's  benefice  till  he 
kTKWytmr  Mt^est^s  pleasure,  whiek  I  easify  ob-' 
tainedjrom  his  HoUness,  through  his  great  and- 
paternal  benevolence  and  taction  ,fi)r  your  Ma- 
jesty. For  my  own  part,  I  will  in  no  sort  dqiart 
from  my  institotion,  and  my  duty  towards  your- 

majesty ." 

So  far  indeed  did  Henry  at  this  period  submit  to 
the  overwhelming  claims  of  the  Roman  P<»til^ 
notwithstanding  his  own  claims  to  the  supremacy* 
that  he  was  content  to  ask  the  vacancy  for  his  prhne: 
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minister  from  hia  Holiness,  even  a&xx  this  Bit- 
nouneement ;  who  not  only  acquiesced  in  the  da- 
Kumd,  but  slao  sent  a  bull  to  Wdlaey,  commencing 
with  the  proud  and  pt^ial  declaration,  of  "  the  ac- 
cust4Htted  clemency  of  the  Apostolical  See,  lest  the 
diqiositicHia  made  by  her,  relating  to  metropolitan 
diuiches,  ^ould  in  any  respect  be  impugned ;  but 
that  the  persona  translated  to  than  may,  with  a 
pore  fa^art,  and  sincere  conscience,  preside  over 
them,  SbB  adminhto-a,  as  is  proper,  seasonable 
remedies."  What  these  seasonaUe  remedies  are 
is  explained  in  a  succeeding  paragraph,  where  His 
Holiness  says — "  with  the  advice  of  our  brethren, 
and  the  iiilness  of  ^mstolical  pow^,  we  have  re> 
solved  to  absolve  you  frtun  the  ties  which  you  ac- 
knowledge to  Innd  you  to  preside  over  the  church 
of  Xiincoln,  and  to  transfer  you  to  that  <^  Ymje,  at 
present  in  some  manner  destitute  of  pastoral  oom- 
iartSy  of  which  church  w^  ^>pcnnt  you  archlnahop 
and  pestor ." 

NotwilhsUmdisg  this  full  gift  of  His  Holiness, 
Henry  still  seems  to  have  kept  his  eye  upon  se- 
veral good  things  connected  with  the  archbishopric ; 
&r  in  oooferring  finvours  he  was  not  unmindful 
ef  his  own  interest^  generally  reserving  patronage : 
and  evoi  in  tiiis  case  from  Wolsey  himself  though  - 
stated  by  Hall,  in  his  Chronicle,  to  have  "  at  that 
time  been  all  the  rule  about  the  king,  and  what 
he  said  was  obeyed  in  all  places ;" — but  Wolse^r 
readily  yielded,  for  he  well  knew  that  he  must 
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famd  to  aonle,  in  wder  to  iwe  aVer  ofhen;  aiid 
that  €Uch  was  hia  unbition  now,  eveo  beyond  an 
ardibiahcfiric,  we  may  filfex  fircm  a  snocdsdlsgob^ 
servation  df  the  same  author,  who  sAya  that "  when 
he  was  once  Archbishop,  he  studied  day  and  ta^t 
how  to  be  ai  Cardinal,  and  cailsed  the  king  BpA, 
the  French  king  to  write  to  Rome  Ch  him,  and  at 
thor  reK^ieata  he  obtained  bis  purpose."' — ■ 

At  this  period  indeed  he  could  not  fiodl  of  the 
active  assiBtanoe  of  Louis,  when  we  recollect  thai 
the  negotiatioris  for  his  marriage  with  the  youUfr* 
ful  Princeee  Mary,  the  king's  youngest  sister,  were 
naw  in  great  forwardnea  at  iJie  English  court  1 
wd  the  French  monarch  was  careful^  even  as 
early  as  the  3d  of  September,  to  send  him  a  letter 
of  eongratulatiffii  <m  hs  elevatidn  to  the  Prakcy; 
the  BaU  bom  Leo,  howerer^  absolving,  him  from 
dw  oaths,  &C.,  for  Linoolii,  and  confirming  the 
election  for  York^  n<4  ntiviHg  iil  England  until 
the  7th  of  October,  which  was  published  to  Usk 
cb^ter,  clergy,  and  pebple,  df  t^  arch-^ee,  cm.the 
3d  of  December  following,  ttrhen  he  was  insbdled^ 
by  pntfy,  ita  that  cathedrals 

Bat  we  must  go  hkdc  a  Uttle  to  notace  Ab 
offidal  part  whii^  Wolaey  took  in  alrauging  tlue 
nlaniage  xjE  the  Frineess  Mary  with  Louis  of 
France ;  it  is  Sufficient  now  to  state  that  the  muu 
riage  Was  soteiUbized  by  proxy  in  Eligland)  ita  the 
n«Hlt£  of  August,  when  a  special  messenger  was 
sent  off  with  the  intelligettce.      This  proditued 
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a  freqwnt  eaadueige  o(  couriers,  one  of  vfhom 
broni^t  otee  a  letter  to  Woltey  from  Iiouia  him- 
self wliidi  is  carloiu  enough  to  merit  iafidrtion. 
«  My  Lord  of  York, 

"  What  I  hare  iMffBed*  bjr  the  return  of  the  eou- 
tier  from  ymir  ride,  detcmmies  me  not  to  let  him 
at  (Hit  agwA  .without  my  letters  to  you,  by  idiidk 
I  affectkmately  prsy  yon  to  make  my  good  and 
AvdlaJ  recomineudAtfons  to  tiie  Hog  aAd  queen, 
my  good  brother  and  sister;  and  also  to  the  queei^ 
my  wife.  I  Ukewise  pfay  yoii  to  do"  what  you 
eaa  that  my  de%fatfial  spouse  may  set  out  frmd 
thence  as  soon  as  possibly  it  m^  be  i  for  there  is 
aotbing  in  the  wwld  I  so  much  desire  as  to  see 
fcer,  and  to  be  WiA  her.  In  this  you  will  do  AM 
pleasure,  and  oblige  me  more  and  more,  praying 
Ood,  my  Lord,  &c    The  Sd  of  September. 

"  Loois." 

Bat  p(£ticiaiw  iot  d6t  so  hasty  as  love^,  and 
Accordin^y  great  part  of  September  was  occupied 
only  ip  preparatioiu  fi)r  the  princess's  journey,  imd 
in  tiie  ratifieation  of  treaties ;  yet  we  are  not  to 
suppose  that  Wolsey  wag  really  dilatory  in  this 
affkir,  ferinasdhsequentletterwefindljouiatbiB 
Addressing  hinl. — 

"  And  as  to  what  yon  «rite  about  iiie  pandge 
of  the  queen,  my  ^v^^e,  I  give  you  thanks  for  the 
pains  UtBt  you  have  taken  for  {nx>tiding  all  things 
necessary  fur  her  voyage,  and  the  extraordinary 
di^gence  yim  hnve  nted,  and  still  tse,  as  my  liord 
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of  Marignjr,  and  Johan  de  Paris,  ha;vie  wrote,  be-: 
seeching  you  to  continue  your  care  with  as  much 
expedition  as  you  can,  because  the  greatest  desire 
I  have  at  inwent  ie  to  see  her  on  this  side  the 
Mrater,  and  to  meet  her.  In  contributing  to  whidi, 
without  loss  of  time,  as  you  promised  me,  you  wiJl 
do  me  a  singular  pleasure,  and  such  as  I  shall 
always  remember,  and  think  mys^  oUiged  to  you 
for.  And  as  to  your  having  detained  the  said  Lord' 
de  Marigny,  and  Johan  de  Paris,  to  assist  ywi  i» 
setting  oat  all  things  k  la  mode  de  France,  yon 
have  done  me  much  pleasure  therein,  and  I  have 
written  1^  these  presents  to  them,  that  not  only 
in  this  they  should  obey  you,  but  also  in  all  other 
thbigs  you  diall  command,  with  the  same  respect 
as  if  they  were  about  my  person. 

"  And  as  to  the  pleasure  which  yon  iniwm  nie^ 
by  your  said  letters,  my  wife  takes  in  hearing  good 
news  from  me,  and  that  the  thing  which  she  daily 
Aesires  is  to  see  me,  and  be  in  my  company,  I 
desire  you,  my  LcHrd-  of  York,  and  good  fric^  to 
iilfdnn  her  from  me,  and  make  her  sensible,  thai 
my  desires  and  wishes  are  the  same  and  in  every 
respect  like  hers ;  and,  because  it  is  not  possible 
that  I  should  see  her  so  soon  as  I  could  widi,  X 
.  entreat  her  that,  as  often  as  may  be,  I  may  hear 
from  her,  and  I  promise  the  like  on  my  side," 

There  is  certainly  something  ludicnnu  in  a 
prime  miaister  and  an  arehlriahop  being  thus  made 
m  amatory  go-between ;  and  it  is  {vobtdde  tbst 
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Woteey  was  Bot  very  fond  of  the  part  which  his 
JunbitiaD  obliged  him  to  plaj' :  firom  this,  however, 
he  waa  at  length  relieved  by  the  departure  of  the 
IHincess  to  join  her  royal  bnsb&nd  in  France, 
which  took  place  in  October ;  and  no  sooner  was 
tbe  mftniage  soicannieed  than  Louis  again  wrote 
to  Wolscy,  stating  in  the  highest  terms  how  mudi 
he  was  obliged  to  him  for  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  tJiifi  nuttzinu>Qial  nraotiatim. 

Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  or  considered  as 
mere  matter  of  compliment ;  for  it  is  well  autben- 
ticsted,  tb^  the  wh<de  court  of  France  were  par- 
ticularty  struck  with  the  beauty  of  their  new 
queen ;  and  as  for  Lewis  himself,  a  French  histo- 
nan  expressly  says,  that  "  he  gave  bimsdf  over 
too  much  to  beh<M  her  moat  admirable  beauty, 
not  considering  hw  youth  (being  but  ei^teen), 
wd  his  own  weak,  decayed  body." 

From  the  queen  herself  too  he  received  a  letter 
whidi  shows  that^  with  all  their  admiration  of  h^ 
eharms,  the  Frendmien  were  not  diq>osed  to  treat 
her  with  that  de^ee  <^  bie/ueanee,  which  they 
doim  esdusivdy  for  themselves,  dismissing  the 
greatest  part  of  her  retinue  almost  immediately 
after  the  nuptifds  and  coronation.  In  hct,  of  all 
those  who  came  with  her  frton  En^and,  there 
were  left  only  a  few  officers,  and  attendants^ 
amongst  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  afterwardi^ 
cdeln'ated  Aime  Boleyn;  so  that  she  oranpiained  to 
Woiaey,  stating—"  the  day  I  was  married  my 
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flt^anU  wdn  discharged,  which  gttve  me  nOfOnaM 
uneasmess ;  I  wish,  imtead  of  the  £hike  of  Noiu 
folk,  who  has  been  too  condefcenditi^  to  the 
French,  your  grace  had  been  entnuted  to  ccHodtict 
me  to  France." 

The  new  archbishop  no  sooner  had  tdme  to 
attend  to  his  own  concerns  than  he  tocdc  posses* 
ston  of  Yoric-mace,  which  seemi,  hy  the  oldesi 
maps  of  London,  to  have  stood  somewfaere  b&- 
twtim  the  present  sites  of  Northumberland  House 
and  White  Hall,  then  in  a  very  ruinous  coudititnaj 
but  Bnch  were  his  mesas,  such  hid  acdvity,  and 
audi  his  love  of,  and  skilt  in  architecture,  that  all 
the  necessary  repairs,  induding  the  pulling  down 
and  rebuilding  of  many  parts  of  a  very  fextenBive 
edifice*  were  completed,  and  the  palace  rendered 
fit  for  reception,  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

He  also  further  gratified  hli(  love  of  ardtiitectaMd 
splttidour  by  commencing,  abont  this  period,  the 
ertction  of  Hampton  Court  Palace,  of  which  some 
of  the  origin^  pdrts  st^  remain,  independent  of 
that  portion  built  by  William  XII. 

Of  this  plade  he  had  become  lessee,  In  ibe  early 
part  of  Henry's  reign*  from  the  prior  of  the  eoo' 
tent  o£  Knights  Hospitaller^  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
■aletn,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  in  fee,  pTeViotU 
to  the  year  1311,  by  the  Lady  Joan,  relict  of  Sir 
Robert  Orey. 

The  castdlated  form,  adopted  by  Wols^  in  the 
erection  of  Haraptoh  Court,  was  petftctly  in  ooin> 
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«ideaos.witb  ttie  Jtiamatt  of  die  tiiw,  when  cc^ 
&xt  was  beeomiog  an  object  of  conalderaticHi^ 
Instead  of  ODofiniiig  every  efibrt  in  tbe  science  of 
•ndiitecture,  as  Dallaway  obserres  in  hla  elaborate 
work  tm  the  Arts,  to  ecdesiastical  or  mJlitary 
Bttuctures,  paying  little  attention  to  extern^ 
beauty  or  commodiousness  in  the  private  hatnt*- 
tions  of  men.  In  &ct,  up  to  the  dynasty  of  the 
Tudna,  when  castellated  houses  became  fasfaion- 
atde,  instead  of  the  gloomy  towers  and  tmrets  of 
eariier  tiniest  We  have  no  specimena  WhateVa'  of 
plain,  ainple  dweUing-houses}  but  at  the  period 
in  questioii,  nothing  particularly  military  can  be 
traced  in  hew  residences,  generally,  except  the 
-battlements  and  turrets,  solely  adt^tted  as  otna' 
mests  of  d^nity,  not  of  defimee. 

Dallaway  observes  fiuther,  that  of  ardilteCtuK), 
whieht  adt^ting  a  military  appearance,  diB]dayBd 
likewise  the  magnificence  and  conyentence  <Mf  a 
private  dwelling,  Hampt^m  Court  may  be  consi' 
dfared  as  a  strlkbig  specimen,  exhibiting  also  k 
ftecna  (tf  the  most  gorgeous  expeitse. 

V^  in  ike  nudst  of  sadi  extensive  private  oon- 
btsm,  pobUe  affairs  wtn  not  fiorgotten;  indeed  li 
is  evoa  acknowledged  by  Rapin,  who  was  by  no 
means  a  friend  to  bim,  that  Henry,  bef(H%  hlB 
actual  ministry,  was  imposed  upon  in  all  treaties 
widk  fijreign  powers,  from  the  incompetency  of  his 
caUnet  and  diplomatists :  but  as  soon  as  Wolsey 
came  btto  power,  which  he  states  to  have  beoi 
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when  made  ardibiahop,  then  all  gross  emore  were 
joorrected,  the  new  minister  carefully  guardkig  his 
Bovefeign  against  all  didumourable  treaties,  and 
equally  carefiil  to  act  in  all  respects  in  such  a  way 
that  England  should  not,  as  hitherto,  be  rendned 
the  spcat  of  foreign  di^domatista,  or  contemptitdc 
in  the  eyes  of  strangexs. 

But,  amidst  this  busUe  of  politics,  Wolsey  still 
found  leisure  for  literature  and  its  cultivatoors; 
and  althou^  the  gennal  acquisition  of  knowledge 
in  England  was  ^lat  which  he  had  moat  to  dread 
in  behalf  of  his  own  ambitious  views,  his  lore  of 
teaming  sometimes  overcame  his  amUtion,  parr- 
ticularly  in  regard  to  ^  valuable  Qreek  M86, 
.^rhieh  were  now  discovered  daily  amidst  the  rab- 
bisfa  1^  mraukish  superstition,  and  lodged  in  the  U?- 
ieary  of  the  Vatacan,  of  which  it  was  his  intentiui 
to  have  copies  taken  for  the  English  universities. 

This  literary  patronage  was  extended  even 
to  those  whom  he  loiew  to  be  friendly  to  the 
R^rmadon ;  fiu-  that  he  did  not  forget  his  old 
friends  is  evideut  from  his  attentions  to  tlie  learned 
Erasmus,  at  this  period  Greek  professor  at  Cam- 
bridge, who  was  now  in  fis|^and  iqicm  his  seaond 
visit,  and  travelled  from  Cambridge  to  London  to 
congratulate  his  old  college  companion  on  his  ele- 
vation to  the  mitre.  On  his  arrival  he  was  re< 
ceived  in  the  handsomest  manner  by  Woiaey,  who 
not  only  gave  to  him  hopes  of  an  ai^intmcDt  to 
the  first  vacant  canonry  at  Toumay,  but  abo 
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assigned  Um  a  penuoa,  -to  enoourafe  him  in  the 
praseeation  of  his  studies,  which  he  long  eqjoyed 
with  otiieTs  from  Lord  Montjoy,  a  particular  fiiend 
of  Wt^aey,  from  Bishop  Fishier,  end  Archlrishf^ 
Wadiam. 

'Diese  attentions  were  met  with  equal  gratitude 
<«i  ibb  part  of  Erasmus ;  who,  during  the  wh(da 
course  of  his  epistf^ary  cnrespondence,  seedia 
amdous  to  do  every  honour  to  WcHaesy,  not  only 
W  regard  to  his  great  abilities,  but  ftlao  With  re* 
epect  to  the  ^isdom  and  rectitude  of  his.  admini- 
sferstion.  In  cue  of  his  letters  written  about  thia 
tiiae,  he  e^s,  "  your  highness,"  (thus  addrrasing 
the  fiiTmuite  nearly  in  the  style  <tf  nu^esty,  as 
used  at  that  period),  "  in  the  haj^y  administraUan 
oi  dw  most  flourishing  kingdom  upon  earth,  an 
not  lees  neoessary  to  the  king  your  master  than 
Theseus  was  ibrm^ly  to  Hercules,  and  Achates  to 
^Cneas;"  giving  him  credit  at  the  same  time  fw 
lu8  great  diplomatic  exertionB  in  regulating  the 
pesoe  of  £ur(^>e. 

Yet  Wolsey  has  been  aetused  of  very  active 
hostility  to  those  who  either  favoured  the  Re- 
{nmatioa,  o^  attempted  to  resist  the  claims  of 
derical  power.  There  had  been  for  many  years  a 
standing  contest  between  the  two  powers  of  the 
civil  and  ecdesiastical  state,  in  regard  to  the 
exxia^ition  of  the  clergy  frtaa  the  cognizance  of 
tempwal  eoorts  in  sjnritual  cases ;  and  about  this 
pviod  a  merdiant  tailor  of  the  city  oi  Loudcm, 
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Bamad  Hnmi.  was  a  sbmiutMs  advocate  tar  Aa 
tmgmority  of  the  dvil  power,  and  havii^  nfnaid 
to  paf  a  mortua^,  was  chad  for  the  HOne  into  a 
apiiitual  court  by  the  claqyman  daicaadmg  h. 
Hunn  iufitantly  prosecuted  his  antagonlM,  on  a 
pmrnmbe ;  bnt  his  proseeotlon  wai  ovcr^ruled  by 
tfae  judgu,  rather,  perh^ie,  against  Uie  expectation 
of  the  dergy,  as  thejr  had  contrivad  to  get  np  a 
ctiargeof  heray  agahiBthim:  fur  this  he  was  takM 
np^  and,  as  it  ^peara,  imprisoDed  in  the  Town* 
where,  some  time  after,  he  was  ftHind  dead — imo<- 
dered  indeed,  as  pc^nilar  report  dedared,  by  tba 
kctive  connivance  of  the  clergy,  and  in  wMeb 
Wolsey  was  accused  of  having  too  deeply  parti- 
dpated.  From  this  diai^  Fiddes  hss  labonred 
very  hard  to  exon»ate  liini ;  and  he  oertinnty 
Shows,  from  incontrovertiUe  dates,  that  Hie  diarge 
So  brought  was  unfounded  in  many  reepeets,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  dates  and  dKamstaaoes ; 
the  affidr  being  rejHVsented,  even  in  its  most  fi»- 
vourable  point  of  view,  as  an  abuse  d  the  )e- 
gatine  power;  when,  in  fact,  W(rf8ey  was  not  even 
cardinal  when  the  event  took  place. 

But  diere  is  perhaps  more  trait  in  the  aHe^i*- 
tion,  that  some  misunderstanding  existing  at  the 
mcnnent  between  the  Dukes  of  NorfoUc  and  Suffolk, 
he  was  particularly  anxious  and  active  in  femeni- 
ing  it ;  not  from  any  partiality  to  dufiblk,  biit  that 
he  /might  the  more  effectually  serve  his  own  in- 
terests and  those  c^  his  old  friend,  the  Bfehop  of 
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Wiodmtw,  cohM  he,  by  nuani  of  this  qoaml, 
GwMzive  to  leBsen  the  osteon  which  Henry  stfll 
RtoiiwA  for  tile  Qoln  «f  Norfidk,  thoogfa  Suffidk 
tras  cvtfUBly  the  greitest  peraonal  fiTOtirite  ef 
titotVD. 

At  <ar  about  this  period,  and  soon  after  the 
oarriagB  of  Mary,  the  king's  sister,  with  Low  of 
France,  th«  latter  monarch  estaUiAed  m.  €6ts  of 
jousts  and  tonmamente,  to  which  all  the  yontlrftil 
fsUnslry  at  Kmope  wire  inrited.  To  these  jousts 
fikfiblfc  was  very  anxious  to  go ;  bnt  his  raquest 
to  the  Idag  for  leave  bad  been  thwaztad  I^  Nor- 
fBSkt  nor  did  he  obtain  permission  until  he  had 
aerated  WoIsct's  interference;  It  wap  on  this 
oMaatoK  tbot  Suffolk  so  diaongnished  himself  in 
the  e^  of  iha  young  Queen  of  France  as  to  lead 
to  a  manii^,  which  will  be  detailed  in  its  proper 
place. 

bideed  on  the  very  first  day  of  tbe  ensuing 
year.  1515,  Louis  died,  leaving  Mary  a  widow;  a 
loss  vhldi  H«ury  soon  forgot  in  the  birth  of  a 
princess  (Mary),  on  the  8th  of  Felnniary,  at  Ocem- 
wich,  where  she  was  baptized  a  few  days  afiter- 
vneds,  Wolsey  having  the  honour  to  stand  OoA* 
fother  upon  the  occasion,  but  with  the  Duchess  ot 
N<ff&lk  as  Godmother. 

It  was  on  the  dth  of  February,  1515,  that  Wol- 
Bey,  in  the  fifth  parliament  of  the  reign,  first  took 
his  seat  oa  the  episoopal  bench  in  the  House^  of 
iiurds ;  but  there  is  no  record  oi  his  parliamentary 
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enrtbos,  nor  indeed  were  the  |»t<oceedfa^  of  Hk 
legislature  of  any  great  menient  during  that  ses- 
don,  with  the  exoeptioo  cS  an  act,  dedarmg  that 
no  member  of  the  lower  borne  shouM  depart  £rcm 
the  parliament  before  the  end  of  the  session,  with- 
out license  first  obtained  of  the  house ;  and  the 
Heaaee  to  be  entered  upon  reoind  by  die  desrit 
of  the  pariiament,  under  penaity  i^  losing  their 
ttvpendl 

This  presents  a  curious  picture  of  home  politks, 
as  ccmtratted  with  affiurs  itf  the  present  day ;  and 
it  is  ftirther  worthy  of  notice,  that  a  most  consti- 
tutional  reascm  was  adranoed,  even  at  the  time, 
for  the  passing  of  that  particular  act.  It  was 
urged,  that  it  frequently  happened  towairds  the 
dose  of  a  session,  that  various  mranben^  trae 
lovers  of  their  country,  were  in  the  practice  of  i»- 
turning  home,  apprehending  that  all  mattos  tX 
moment  were  then  gime  through ;  when,  in  &ct, 
their  absence  was  taken  advantage  o^  by  indivi- 
duals procuring  the  passing  of  bills,  which  wovld 
never  have  been  tolerated  in  full  booses. 

But  if  Wolsey  had  no  field  for  exertarai  in  pal*- 
liamentary  tactics,  he  was  not  idle  in  eodesiastical 
affairs,  earnestly  soliciting  Henry  to  preserve  and 
to  confirm  all  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  see  fif 
Toumay.  Of  course  he  could  not  fail  of  sucoess 
in  his  solicitations,  which  gave  great  satkfiacticMi 
to  /ikit  diopter  of  that  church ;  so  much  so  in- 
deed, that  as  they  expressed  themselves,  they  only 
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widied  for  an  opportunity  of  testifyinf^  their  gra- 
titude and  respect.  For  this  an  opportunity  soon 
c^ered,  Wolaey  recommaiding  to  them  a  young 
student  to  be  preferred  to  some  eccieskstical  bene- 
fice, which  they  immediately  complied  with ;  an- 
swering to  his  reconunendAtioD,  that  they  were 
exceeding  ^ad  of  a  letter  fivm  his  grace,  and  so 
mudi  the  more,  that  they  had  thereby  the  oppor- 
tunity they  had  long  sou^t  for  of  expressing  their 
hi^  respect  for  his  grace ;  not  that  they  could  re- 
pay any  thing  (UisweraUe  to  his  benefits  towards 
Ifaem,  but  as  it  was  fit  to  declare  in  some  sort  their 
gratitude  for  his  paternal  care,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge the  extrac#dinary  honour  and  singular  ob- 
servance they  had  to  the  same,  they  unanimously 
consented  to  his  request,  and  yielded  to  him  what- 
ever he  desired,  there  being  nothing  that  they 
Would  not  do  for  his  sake. 

From  the  strength  of  expression  used  upon  this 
occasion,  one  mig^t  suppose  that  the  dea&  and 
chapter  were  anxious  not  only  to  manifest  their 
gratitude  to  and  deference  for  their  bishop,  but 
also  to  find  some  excuse  for  themselves  for  con- 
ferring an  ecclesiastical  benefice  upon  an  otigect 
who  might  not  be  very  well  fitted  for  it.  In  short, 
we  suspect  that  the  person  thus  recommended, 
though  his  name  is  not  recorded,  was  Winter, 
supposed  to  be  an  ill^timate  son  of  Wolaey,  who 
b^;an  very  early  in  life  to  revel  in  the  good  things 
of  the  church. 
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But  if  the  chapter  were  not  veiy.tcaiadouB  oi 
the  due  exsxdae  of  their  sacerdotal  power,  yet  they 
were  suffidently  so  of  their  pecuniary  concans,  as 
was  evinced  in  an  affair  which  Boon  after  took 
place,  when  the  canons  having  received  a  sum  of 
money,  Dr.  Sampson,  who  was  Wol^ey'a  vicar- 
general  at  the  see,  concnved  that  a  part  of  it  hfr- 
loi^;ed  to  his  master,  and  claimed  it  acoor|ditt|^. 
To  these  claims  the  canons  could  uot  aesont,  Iw^ 
wrote  to  Wolsey,  to  assure  him  that  the  money; 
though  paid  into  their  treasury,  could  ni^  poasibljf 
belong  to  bis  grace,  being  particularly  m^iror 
priated  to  the  repura  of  the  church,  and  otheo:  jk- 
Ijgjoufl  uses,  which  had  been  granted  to  them  hx 
an  apostolical  decree.  Still,  tiiough  they  refused 
the  money,  were  they  anxious,  if  possiUe,  to  avert 
Wolsey's  displeasure,  and  to  preserve  bis  friend* 
ship ;  and,  accordingly,  they  attempted  to  soft^ 
down  the  refusal  by  a  promise  that  whatever  could 
be  expected  from  them,  his  most  faithfiij  bea^ 
mea,  should  he  perfbrmed-~4  promise  which  ipight 
t^  considered  as  every  thing  and  as  nothing,  and 
which  Wolsey  knew  the  world  too  well  not  to  un- 
derstand in  its  proper  bearing. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  a  counterrbishops 
or  bishop  elect,  as  he  was  called,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  see  of  Tounufy.  in  opposition  t? 
Wolsey,  whom  the  Froidi  party  wished  to  dis- 
place :  and  we  find  it  recorded,  that  when  Sampr 
son,  as  vicar-general,  visited  various  towns  ia 
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Flandere,  within  the  limits  of  the  diocese,  for  the 
■pwfpoee  of  eoU^cting  the  epiect^  dues,  be  met 
iWfli  Very  irrtvertnt  and  impertinent  treatment 
fiOUi  the  different  municipalities ;  for  in  each  jAace 
the  bishop  elect  bad  alrebdy  made  similar  claims, 
#tilch  ihey  wefe  most  disposed  to  comply  with. 

Indeed,  BO  sturdy  were-  tlidse  officers  in  their 
fefiiBals,  that  Saihpsoli  wrote  to  Wdaey,  to  6a.f 
tbtA  If  he  wished  Quietly  to  enjoiy  the  adminlstrft- 
tl6fi  of  ttiat  see,  he  mnst  persuade  the  Fre&eh  kin^ 
to  put  a  check  upon  the  conduct  of  the'  bishop 
^lecL  That  ^e  point  of  resistance  to  Wolsey  wdtt 
A  serioofl  one,  is  e^dent  fhmn  SampstHi  feelii^  it 
neecBsary  to  point  out  to  him,  that  if  he  "we^  to 
follow  a  proceffi  of  low  fbr  the  tvcovery  of  his 
dues,  and  the  bishop  elect  were  to  defend  the 
cause,  it  might  be  ottmded  with  infinite  incon- 
venience to  hbn ;  bat,  in  the  mean  time,  as  ^e 
officf^  had  requested  a  short  respHe  in  regard  to 
payment,  in  ord«  that  they  nu|^t  consult  the 
bisltop  elect.  lie  had  granted  the  request,  hoping 
that  in  the  intoim  the  interposition  of  the  French 
king  would  render  all  fiirther  -^oeeedings  im- 
necessaiy. 

This  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  municipali- 
ties was  in  direct  disobedience  of  the  pope's  brief 
of  ccmfirmation,  when  Wols^  was  first  appointed 
to  ibe  bishopric ;  but  when  Dr.  S^impsou  nrge*^  in 
defence'  of  its  l^ality  in  unisoa  witb  ecclesiastical 
ctstoms,  ttiat  tiie  see  liad  been  virtually  vacast  at 
i2 
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the  time  of  Wolsey'fl  ^^intmeat,  and  that  the 
nav  bishop  elect's  absence  and  desertion  of  the 
iHBhopric  was  cause  sufficient  to  justify  all  that 
the  pope  had  been  pleased  to  grant  to  the  former, 
they  answered,  that  what  the  bishop  elect  had 
done  at  that  period  was  in  time  of  necessity,  and 
for  his  own  safety,  the  city  being  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  English.  It  might  hare  been  urged 
in  return,  however,  that  the  bishop  elect  would 
not  have  incurred  any  danger,  had  he  stayed  and 
taken  the  necessary  oaths  to  the  new  government ; 
and  that  Wolsey  would  not  have  been  appointed 
■to  supersede  him,  had  he  not  actually  made  a  va- 
cancy, by  refusing  the  necessary  oath  of  allegiance, 
the  choice  of  staying  having  already  been  ofifered 
to  him. 

Instead,  however,  of  Wolsey  receiving  any  be- 
nefit irom  the  delay,  or  iMiug  aUe  to  procure  any 
countenance  in  the  cause  from  the  French  king, 
the  advantage  lay  all  with  the  opposite  party,  who 
were  fortimate  enough  to  find  Adrian,  Bishop  of 
Bath,  and  then  the  king's  orator  at  *Rome,  so 
jealous  of,  and  so  unfriendly  to  Wolsey's  cause,  as 
to  suffer  them  without  the  slightest  opposition  to 
obtain  a  bull  from  the  pope  in  favour  of  the  bishop 
elect ;  on  which  the  latter  plumed  himself  so  much, 
that  he  now  demanded  the  revenues  of  the  see 
undo-  the  penalty  of  anathema,  more  especially 
as  tftfe  bull  its^  was  addressed  to'  all  Christian 
princes  to  assist  him  with  their  forces,  in  ordeirto 
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replace-  lUin  in  his  bishopric,  under  pain  of  excran- 
municatioh.  Affairs  were  at  last  carried  with 
so  high  a  hand,  that  Xh-.  Sampson  was  forced  to 
write  to  Wolsey,  that  unless  effectual  means  were 
taken  to  suppress  or  set  aside  that  bull,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  any  longer  to  be  of  service 
to  him  at  Toumay ;  a  piece  of  intelligence  which 
took  him  quite  by  surjHrise,  since  his  spies  had 
totally  &iled  him  on  this  point ;  and  he  had  not> 
as  yet,  received  any  information  respecting  the 
double  pEut  thus  played  by  the  pope  and  conclave. 
in  the  whole  of  ihia  affair,  Henry  felt  his  own 
dignity  outraged,  in  addition  to  die  wrong  put 
upon  his  fovourite ;  acrordingly  he  wrote  a  strong 
expostuUtory  letter  to  his  holiness,  in  which  fae 
plainly  told  him  that  his  proceedings  were  con- 
-  trary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man ;  fae  also  in- 
formed the  Bishop  of  Bath,  that  if  he  did  not  pro- 
cure the  revocation  of  the  bull,  he  should  be  su- 
perseded by  one  who  would  be  more  attentive  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

By  these  and  similar  remonstrances,  not  only 
was  the  bull  revoked,  hut  another  more  faTonr- 
able  obtained;  and  shortly  afterwards  Wolsey 
found  himself  again  in  quiet  possession  of  his 
Toumay  bishopric.  But  the  pope  had  already 
begun  to  dread  the  independent  spirit  of  the  En- 
glish clei^,  who,  when  he  demanded  an  extraor- 
dinary subsidy,  on  pretence  of  a  war  with  the  , 
Turks,  plainly  told  him,  in  full  synod,  that  the 
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popeq  could  lay  no  impositkHi  on  the  clergy  with- 
out a  general  council ! 

Still  was  there  that  reeiatance  to  Wolsey 
thronghout  the  bishopric,  that  Dr,  Ssmpeon  again 
Unrote  to  him  in  May,  to  future  him  that  the  only 
way  to  secure  the  quiet  and  tranquil  posaeasion  of 
his  ecclesiastical  dignity  would  be  to  procure  a 
resignation  <m  the  part  of  his  riva^  through  the 
interference  of  the  French  monarch,  FrandB  I^ 
who  had  succeeded  to  Louis  XII.  At  the  same 
time,  he  recommended  that  a  p^uion  should  be 
gFfmted  to  the  bishop  elect,  tiU  he  might  be  other- 
Wise  provided  for  in  France,  Francis  proralaing 
that  he  should.have  one  of  the.  first  pn^aotioqe 
t^t  might  &U.  Tlaa  is  stated  1^  that  churchmaa 
to  be  t^  safest  and  most  godly  way,  in  consid^rttr 
tipn  that  the  bishop  elet^  behig  deprived  of  his 
benefice,  had  notluug  else  to  Uve  upp^, 

Henry  stiU  offitinued  to  heap  favours  on  his 
minista',  and  accordingly  we  find  a  grant  (tf  the 
9th  of  May,  ccmfening  on  Woi^esy  the  keeping  of 
4^  the  manors  of  Sir  Rfiiph  Bygod,  deceased*  by 
reason  of  the  minority  of  his  son  Francis,  together 
with  the  Qiarriage  of  the  latter.  The  king  also 
lud^oured  hard  a^  Rome,  by  his  ambassadors,  to 
procure  a  place  for  his  favourite  in  the  conclave 
of  cardinals;  and,  accordingly,  he  was  declared 
a  member  of  the  sacred  coUc^  by  the  pope  in 
full  consistoty,  on  the  11th  of  Septeanber ;  whai 
Francis  I.  of  France,  being  then  in  Italy,  and 
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willing  to  assume  some  mc^t  to  himself  on  tUs 
occasion,  actually  sent  to  faim  the  first  notice  of 
his  promotion. 

Henry  having  become  possessed  of  ^e  manor 
of  Woking,  in  Surry,  amongst  other  est^^s  that 
came  to  him  by  the  death  of  bis  grandmother,  the 
Countess  of  Richmond,  had  used  it  at  times  as  a 
temporary  summer  retreat ;  and  Grafton  relates, 
that  ib  the  middle  of  September  in  this  year,  151dy 
he  repaired  to  his  manor  of  Okyng,  and  thither 
eame  to  him  the  Ardihuhf^  o!  Yorii ;  and  it  was 
dming  his  residence 'here  that  he  tecdved  t^e  no< 
tification  £n>m  the  papal  court  of  his  being  elected 
to  the  rank  of  cardinal. 

One  of  our  old  Chronicles,  in  describing  tliia 
event,  says,  that  **  in  the  myddle  of  Septemb^^ 
1510,  the  kynge  in  his  progress  came  to  the  manor 
of  Okyng,  and  thither  came  to  hym  ibe  Arch- 
byalutp  of  Yorke,  whom  he  hartely  welcomed,  and 
showed  him  grete  plea«ires.  And  while  he  so- 
journed there,  a  letter  was  bronghte  to  the  artb-* 
byghop  fiiton  Rome,  certefying  hira  bow  he  was 
elected  to  be  a  cardyneQ,  which  incontinent  showad 
the  same  to  the  kynge,  disaUing  himsdfe  in 
wordes,  thoughe  his  entent  was  otherwise;  and 
■0  the  kynge  did  eneoruvge  hym,.and  wylled  hym 
to  tdoe  the  ordre.on  hym." 

But-this  beckwardness  on  the  part  oi  the  iciest 
was  evidently  more  the  result  of  policy  tiian  of 
modesty ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  that  no  sooner 
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had  the  pope's  bull  arrived,  constituting  Wolsey 
Cardinal  of  Bt.  Cecilia,  and  Legate  {Legatut  de 
Laleris),  than  he  caused  preparations  to  be  made 
for  his  installation  in  Westminster  Abbey,  more 
like  a  triumph  or  a  coronation,  than  as  a  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  meek  and  lowly  Lord  of  all.  To 
this  ceivmony  aU  the  bishops  in  England  were 
summoned;  and  they  were  obliged  to  a|^>ear  in 
their  mitres,  and  all  other  episcopal  ornaments,  to 
give  greater  eclat  to  the  ceremony,  and  to  con- 
vince them,  by  actual  demonstration,  of  the  supfr* 
riority  which  the  new  Cardinal  was  determined  to 
exerdse  over  them. 

We  have  seen  it  stated,  that  previous  to  this 
ceremony,  Wolse/s  cross  had  actually  been  set 
before  that  of  Canterbury,  by  royal  mandate ;  that, 
however,  was  now  unnecessary,  as  the  Cardinal's 
cross  must  have  had  pre-eminence,  though  it  is 
probable  the  order  of  precedence  did  take  place, 
and  remained  still  in  ibrce,  as  Wols^  now  always 
set  forth  two  crosses,  one  for  his  bai,  die  other 
for  hia  mitre,  which  were  always  home  bef<nv 
him  wherever  he  went,  either  on  horseback  or 
otherwise,  by  two  of  the  tallest  and  stoutest  jniests 
whom  he  could  procure. 

There  is  radier  a  whimsical  anecdote  related  cS 
Wolsey,  in  regard  to  this  cardinal's  hat ;  for  we 
are  told,  tiiat  although  '*  the  pope  sent  him  this 
worthie  hat  of  dignitie,  as  a  jewell  of  his  honoair 
end  authoritie;"  yet  such  was  either  the  n^^- 
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gence  or  the  poverty  of  the  holy  see,  that  it  **  was 
conveyed  in  a  varlett's  budget,  who  seemed  to  all 
mea  to  be  but  a  person  of  small  estimation." 

No  sooner,  however,  was  the  Cardinal  informed 
of  this  fact,  and  of  the  people's  opinion  at  Dover, 
where  the  messenger  had  landed,  than,  he  felt  it 
neccasaiy,  fiar  the  honour  of  so  hi^  a  message, 
**  that  this  Jewell  should  not  be  conveyed  by  so 
simple  a  pergon.** 

Aocwduigly,  with  true  Jesuitical  cunning,  he 
directed  that  the  messenger  should  be  stopped  aa 
his  route  to  town,  until  he  should  be  furnished 
with  sumptuous  apparel  of  silk,  gold,  &c.  as  was 
meet  for  an  embassy  of  such  high  importance. 
This  priestly  scarecrow  was  no  sooner  equi{^)ed 
in  his  new  costume,  than  he  recommenced  his 
journey,  and  was  met  on  Blackheath  by  a  gor- 
geous train  of  bishops,  mitred  abbots,  and  gentle- 
men of  the  first  rank ;  from  whence  he  was  con< 
ducted  into  the  metropolis  with  a  d^ree  of 
triumph,  as  surprising  to  the  once  ra^ed  mes- 
senger, as  amusing  to  those  who  were  in  the 
secret. 

Bui;  there  was  good  policy  in  ibis  on  the  part 
of  Wolsey,  who  wished  to  give  all  the  eclat  pos- 
sible to  his  new  rank;  in  furtherance  of  which  he 
had  every  thing  jH^pared  in  Westminst^  Abbey 
for  the  public  confirmation  and  acceptance  of  diis 
hi^  sacerdotal  office ;  where  the  service  usual  oo 
such  occasions  was  performed  with  aU  solemnity 
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and  ijdendaar,  by  all  the  Uabopa  and  abbots  who 
conld  be  readily  assembled,  all  attired  in  tbeir 
copes  and  nntres ;  and,  in  fact^  with  a  d^;ree  at 
atate  Trhich  had  never  been  seen  in  England, 
CTxept  at  a  royal  coronation. 

Tfaia  occunenre  is  stated  even  more  pointedly 
1^  Tindal  *,  who,  speaking  of  his  promoti<m  to 
tbe  cardinalate,  says,  "  Not  &rre  unlike  to  this 
was  the  receiving  of  the  Cardinal's  hatte,  whidl', 
^en  a  ruffian  had  brought  unto  him  to  West- 
minster, under  his  doke,  he  dothed  the  raesaoiger 
in  rich  array,  ei^  sent  him  becke  to  Dover  again, 
and  ^»poyiited  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury  to  meets 
Mm,  and  then  another  company  of  lordes  and 
genius,  I  watte  not  how  oft,  ere  it  came  to  West- 
Hiinster,  whtre  it  was  set  tsi  a  eupborde  and 
t^Rra  dtout,  80  that  the  greateat  duke  in  the 
Undemnst  mate  curteaie'thereto:  yea,  and  to  his 
empty  aeat,  he  being  away." 

We  suspect  thcxe  is  too  much  trutii  in  tlie  g&- 
neral  aorasBtions  against  Wolsey,  that  stidi  was 
Ua  insf^ence  afler  recdving  the  eantinsdate,  that 
Norfolk  and  other  nobles  retired  from  the  emit 
in  disgust  Evenhis  old  friesd  and  patron.  Fox, 
Biahop  of  Windieater,  threw  up  the  privy  seal ; 
and,  on  tddng  leave,  cautioned  the  Idng  not  to 
make  any  of  his  subjects  greater  t^""  hinmrif :  to 
which  Henry  answered  very  shortly,  that  he  knew 
well  how  to  iKep  all  his  subjects  in  subjection. 

«  Hiidal's  Works,  p.  374. 
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Hall  also  states,  that  **  when  tmce  he  was  a  per^ 
feet  Cardiud,  he  looked  then  above  all  oBtateis 
80  that  all  men  almoet  hated  him,  and  (tiadained 
hun." 

We  may  suppose,  however,  that  all  this  jside 
was  not  natural  in  bis  hear<^  but  must  have  been 
worked  up  \fY  the  drcnnutances  of  his  sudden 
ris^.  and  most  probably  by  the  very  nature  of  hia 
9&IX  and  official  oath ;  Which,  \/f  sepaiii^iDg  his 
atk^;iance  from  his  Idng.  and  transferring  it  to 
the  Roman  pontiff  induced  him  r^Uy  tp  imagitie 
himsdf  a  more  important  personage  than  even  his 
royal  patron. 

It  b  an  important  cousidjeration,  partjctUarl]^ 
at  the  present  d^y,  that  the  all^iUuice  oi  .tb«  Rok  . 
foan  Catholic  cjei^  in  lElDgland  has  alw^e  be«a 
^i^nger  towards  the  pope  than  even  towards  thfllr 
Qwn  nKraardi— ^  truth  which  may  be  feirly  stated, 
yet  stiU  not  taxing  them  with  active  disloyalty^ 
The  clerical  oaths  whidi  they  are  oUiged  to  tafci^ 
naturally  lead  to  this ;  let  us  then  look  at  part  of 
Wols^s  oath,  whicii  pledged  him  to  take  no  part 
IB  any  business,  "  neither  in  council,  in  deed,  pf 
in  treaty,  in  which  any  thing  shall  be  oonteai- 
pjated  agunst  our  Lord,  or  the  JRomish  churcb* 
por  prejudicial  to  it  in  person,  rights,  honours, 
atate,  or  power.  If  such  things  I  shall  know  to 
be  procured  or  treated  for,  I  shall  hinder  them  as 
much  as  I  can ;  and,  as  often  as  possible,  I  shall 
give  notice  of  the  same  to  our  Lord.     Heretics, 
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sduBinatics,'  and  rebels  to  dur  Lord,  and  to  his 
guocessora,  I  shall  prosecate  and  contend  against 
as  far  as  in  my  power  *." 

Wolsey  also  gave  great  offence  by  his  superb 
dress ;  for  his  upper  vesture  was  <^  scarlet,  or 
else  of  fine  crimson  taffeta,  or  crimson  satin  in- 
grained. He  also  wore  red  gloves,  along  with  hifl 
red  hat,  and  shoes  of  silver  gilt,  set  with  pearls 
and  precious  sbmes :  and  we  are  told,  that  when 
Dr.  Barnes  was  first  brought  before  Wolsey,  and 
admitted  into  his  chamber,  on  some  charge  about 
preaching  against  the  luxury  of  the  clergy,  he  was 
obliged  to  fall  upon  his  knees,  when  the  Cardinal 
Is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  *'  What,  mastra'  doctor, 
had  you  not  sufficient  scope  in  the  scriptufes  to 
preach  on,  but  you  must  meddle  with  my  golden 
shoes,  my  poleaxes,  my  pillars,  my  golden  cushion, 
my  crosses  ?  Did  these  so  offend  you,  tiiat  you 
must  make  us  ridiculum  caput  amongst  the  peo- 
ple ?  Surety  that  sermon  was  fitter  for  a  stage 
than  a  pulpit  T 

The  appointment  of  Wolsey  to  the  bishopric  of 
Toumay,  as  we  have  already  stated,  seems  to  have 
given  great  offence  to  the  pope,  or  to  the  cardinals 
who  formed  his  court  and  council ;  and  a  short 
tame  before  Wolaey's  elevation  to  the  cardinalate, 
a  bull  had  been  issued  against  Henry  on  that 
subject,  which  excited  much  displeasure  in  the 
breast  of  the  king,  and  induced  him  to  MTite  a  very 

*  Rymer,  Feed.  xiii.  453. 
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angry  remonstrance  to  the  Bishop  of  Bath^  then 
resident  ambassador  at  the  papal  court  Henry 
tells  his  representative,  that  it  was  not  only  his 
duly  to  solicit  and  to  expedite  all  such  causes  and 
matters  as  might  be  entrusted  to  him  from  time 
to.time,  but  also  vigilantly  to  guard  and  foresee 
that  nothing  should  take  place  jwejudicial  or 
hurtful  to  the  crown,  or  to  the  realm,  or  dero- 
gatory to  the  royal  dignity;  yet  all  these,  he 
complained,  had  taken  place  under  tiie  above- 
mentioned  bull,  in  favour  of  the  French  bishop 
of  that  see,  elected  in  opposition  to  Henry's  ap- 
pointment of  Wolsey. 

The  king  then  directs  the  ambassador  to  xorgt 
several  heads  of  remonstrance,  one  of  whidi,  in  ■ 
direct  reference  to  the  Cardinal,  is  thus  expressed : 
"  Fiftly,  bee  (the  pope)  hath  revoked  the  autho- 
ritie  and  administration  of  Uiat  see,  l^  him  granted 
at  our  instance  to  the  most  reverend  father  in 
God,  the  Cardinall  Archbishop  of  Yorke,  withoute 
care  of  his  knowledge  or  consent ;  wheras  if  any 
pne  of  us  both  had  bin  called  thenmto,  wee  would 
and  might  have  showen  suflBcieht  grounds  and 
causes,  according  to  the  premisses,  why  hee  might 
not  so  doe;  for  wee  remember  well  that  one  <^ 
the  causes  principallie  movynge  the  pope  to  grante 
the  authoritie  of  administration  of  the  said  bishop- 
rick  to  the  said  Cardinal,  was  for  as  'much  as 
the  sayde  preteodyd  bisbopp  had  neither  made  his 
homage  nor  fideletie  for  his  temp(n^ti)»,  nor  yet 
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done  his  dut^e  or  releve  for  the  same*  whidi  cause 
yet  retnaineth,  the  said  Inshopp  not  only  neg- 
lectynge  and  refiisynge  to  doe  the  sBine,  but  alaoe 
toDspyrynge  against  us  as  a  diiobedjent  and  tnti- 
toroua  subject:  and  if  the  pope's  said  holiness 
shall  by  those  sinister  wayes  more  favour  sivdi 
rebds  than  ui,  that  hare  donne  so  much  for  thd 
diuicht  or  yet  the  said  Cardinal!  beeing  an  ho- 
norable member  of  the  said  churdi,  and  congenyaU 
vS  the  collie.  It  will  jpTe  small  courage  to  princes 
cither  to  obey  his  processes,  or  yet  to  assist  him 
in  his  necessitie." 

Much  light  has  been  recently  thrown  on  this 
aSair,  and  aa.  that  also  of  tbe  cardinalate,  by  Mr. 
Rosooe,  in  his  Life  of  LeoX.;  who,  speaking  on  this 
sulgeGt,  Bays,  that  Wolsey,  -on  aneceeding  to  the 
Ardilndiopric  of  Y^k,  felt  that  the  preferment; 
fhou^  it  increased  his  revenues,  did  not  satisfy 
his  ambiti<ai ;  having  flattered  hirasrif,  that  along 
with  it  he  fdumld  also  have  obtttlned  the  cardinal's 
hat  worn  by  his  predecessor.  He  adds,  that  in 
Soliciting  from  the  pope  this  distinguished  favour, 
Wolsey  had  rdied  mudi  on  the  assistance  of 
Adrian,  Bish<^  of  Bath,  an^  a  cardinal,  then  the 
pope's  ooUector  in  England ;  under  Whom,  aS  ihi 
cardinal  resided  at  Rome,  Polidor  Virgil  acted  as 
sub-collector.  Adrian  being  either  unable  or  un- 
willing to  render  the  expected  service,  such  was 
tbe  resentment  of  Wols^,  who  conceived  that  he 
had  been  betrayed  by  him,  that  under  some  trivial 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AVD  HIS  TIM^.  137 

pretence,  he  seized  upon  his  deputy  Polidor,  and 
committed  him  to  the  Tower.    - 

Repeated  repTesentatioua  on  ibis  subject  were 
made  from  the  court  of  Rome  to  that  of  EngUitd; 
but  although  the  Cardinal  GhUio  de  Medici,  and 
the  pope  himself,  bid  written  to  the  king,  re- 
questing the  liberation  c£  their  agent,  he  still  re- 
mained in  confinement. 

Mr.  RoBcoe  seems  to  consider  this  as  havii^ 
been  the  efficient  cause  of  Wolsey's  papal  ex- 
pulsion from  Toumay,  and  he,  following  in  a  great 
measure  Lord  Herbert's  authority,  proceeds  to 
atate  that  the  apparent  disrespect,  thus  manifested 
by  the  English  monarch  towards  the.  Holy  Bee 
induced  the  pontiff  to  listen  to  the  representations 
<tf  Frauds  I.  of  France,  who  was  extremely  earueat 
to  obtain  the  restoration  of  Louis  Guillard,  ez- 
iHshop  (tf  Touniay,  (o  that  rich  beo^ce,  of  which 
be  had  been  deprived  by  the  intrusion  of  Wolsey. 

The  subsequent  elevation  to  the  cardinalate 
lirocured  the  liberation  of  Polidor ;  but  Wolsegr 
aUll  refused  to  reugn  his  claims  to  ^oumay:  and 
it  is  hinted  l^  the  elegant  writer,  alre£^y  quoted, 
that  he  iBSupppsed  to  have,  stimulated  his  sove- 
'  reign  to  a  new  quarrel  with  Francis,  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  aiGfording  himself  a  pretext  jfor  retaiomg 
the  emoluments  of  his  see. 

It  has  indeed  been  elsewhere  stated  positively,, 
that  Wolsey  discovered  by  spies  at  Itome,  that 
Frauds  had  espoused  tiie  cause  of  the.ex-bislw^ 
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most  warmly,  and  Bc^dted  the  pope  ftur  the  bull 
promulgated  in  his  favour.  Incensed  at  this,  the 
vindictlTe  prelate  persuaded  Henry  to  violate  the 
treaty  oi  peace  he  had  made  only  a  few  months 
before,  and  to  form  a  new  confedetacy  with  Maxi- 
milian and  Ferdinand  of  Sptdn  against  France. 
'  If  this  be  true,  the  pope  must  himself  hare  been 
deceived;  for  there  is  a  letter  extant  from  him  to 
Wolsey,  of  the  ISth  of  October,  1515.  in  which 
be  strongly  recommends  to  him  to  increase,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  friendship  with  Ferdinand 
of  Arragon,  and  Joan  of  Castile. 

This  much  is  clear,  in  regard  to  this  affair,  that 
when  parliament  met  on  the  I2th  of  November^ 
Wolsey  dared  not  then  disclose  his  hostile  designs 
against  France,  nor  was  it  until  forty  days  after- 
wards that  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  cf 
Peers  for  a  subsidy,  there  read  <Hice,  end  then 
carried  by  Archbishop  Warham  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  it,  most  probably,  met  with  an  un- 
favourable reception :  for  parliament  was  dissolved 
on  the  ensuing  day,  SSd  of  December.  On  the  same 
day  Warham  resigned;  and  after  that,  no  par- 
liament was  called  until  the  31st  of  July,  1528. 

Wolsey  seems  to  have  been  fateA  to  act  the  part 
of  an  advocate  in  the  court  of  Cuind,  and  was  again 
called  on  in  that  capacity  by  the  young  queen 
dowager  of  France,  soon  after  the  demise  of  Louis 
XII.  To  understand  this  thoroughly,  we  must 
advert  to  some  early  circumstances  connected  with 
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that  princess,  who  at  an  early  age  was  affianced  to 
the  Archduke  Charles,  afterwards  Charles  V.,  the 
contract  being  confinned  in  1514,  and  a  time  fixed 
for  the  solemmzation  of  the  nuptials.  But  tlus  - 
contract  soon  became  matter  of  neglect,  principally 
perhaps  from  the  extreme  youth  of  the  proposed 
tnrid^;room ;  so  that  many  of  the  young  nobility 
of  the  first  rank  actually  had  the  hardihood  to 
think  of  marriage  with  the  yoiing,  and,  as  it  is  said, 
most  beautiiiil  ^rincefis. 

Amongst  those,  however,  there  was  but  one  that 
had  any  chance  of  winning  her  love,  and  that  was 
Charles  &iradon,  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Suf- 
foUe.  He  was  remaricable  for  personal  beauty  and 
activity,  with  an  air  and  manner  befitting  his  rank, 
and  a  sweetness  of  temper  and  disposition  that 
rendered  faim  a  great  favourite  with  alt,  but  more 
especially  with  the  ladies.  He  was  besides  in 
constant  habits  of  intimacy  at  court ;  and  it  has 
been  said,  that  in  a  short  time  the  princess  became 
so  much  enamoured  of  him,  that  it  was  apparent 
to  the  world,  and  publicly  spoken  of.  This  affec- 
tion was  met  with  equal  Warmth  on  the  part  of 
Suffolk,  so  that  the  courtiers  were  induced  to  speak 
of  it  loud  enough  for  the  king  to  hear;  but  Henry 
only  laughed  at  the  affair,  although  be  did  not  ex- 
actly aj^rove  of  iL  That  under  such  circumstance 
of  disapproval  he  should  still'  have  permitted  the 
■fiiiiT  to  go  (m  has  been  thus  accounted  for. 
It  has  been  observed  that,  wiUi  all  his  [^utiality, 
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he  did  not  set  so  high  a  value  upon  Brandon  as 
to  make  him  his  Ivother-inrlaw,  though  he  had  a 
greater  kindness  for  him  than  for  any  others  of 
his  courtiers,  with  the  exception  of  Wolsey;  but 
still  he  was  in  hopes  to  draw  some  advantage  from 
the  inequality  of  this  amour,  which  he  thought 
would  exasperate  the  amorous  youthful  iarda 
against  the  princess,  and  cause  them  to  desist  any 
more  looking  after  her:  besides  idiidi,  he  fianded 
himself  so  much  master  of  his  sister  and  Suffolk, 
that  no  serious  steps  would  be  taken  by  either  <^ 
them  without  his  consent 

In  this  state  of  affairs  the  Frendi  Dnke  de'Lua* 
guerUle,  an  hostage,  proposed  his  master,  Lom's 
XII.,  as  a  candidate  for  her  hand — an  ofier  whidt, 
as  we  hare  seen,  met  with  the  hearty  concurrence 
of  Hemry,  as  leading'  to  peace  and  amity  betwecoi 
the  two  countries ;  for  which  purpose  the  king  at 
race  refnred  him  to  W<rfsey,  when  the  matter  was 
BO  well  managed,  that  the  latter  received  directions 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  treaty  both  of  peace  and 
marriage. 

We  find  it  recorded  that  Mary  readily  submitted 
to  her  brother's  will,  and,  tempted,  perhaps,  by  the 
prospect  of  a  crown,  endeavoured  to  conquer  her 
first  love,  and  to  forget  the  galUnt  Brandcm  for  a 
royal  bnt  aged  lover.  That  she  did  not  submit 
mrwiUingly  is  clear  from  the  fdct  that  the  zeal  and 
readiness  which  Wolsey  displayed  upon  this  ocea- 
rion,  only  for  the  good  of  the  nation  as  th^  iina- 
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gined,  was  yet  bo  aeceptsfale  to  the  prineess,  that 
die  repeatedly  esfreeaBi  how  highly  she  was  ia- 
tisfied  with  hie  conducL  In  the  minds  of  somc^ 
howerer,  a  doubt  now  arose  respecting  the  con- 
tract with  Charlea  of  Austria :  but  the  two  mon- 
archs  did  not  feel  any  difiScuUy  upon  the  subject, 
nor  even  deem  it  necessary  to  ha7e  a  dispensation 
from  the '^pi^;  and,  as  foe  Mary  hwsdf,  shs'nia^ 
a  declaration  'befeie  'a'  notary  public,  and'  othw 
witness, -tUat  she  hbd  been  foMed  to  pU^t>Ue* 
^itth:  to  CSiBBlea,  and  tl^t'fae  held  ptttmis^  W 
opouad  her  by  proxy,  and:  '*  p^verba  de  'pt&- 
aente,"  as  soon  as  be  ahonldbe  ibuiteen  yeard  of 
Mgi,  blithe  had  kiiken  his  word;'aAdf  M'^fafe  Vas 
uradiUy  infiinBed  l^at  the  '«aunsdb)rg'  and  VOA^ 
fidairta  <^  tfae  Arohduke  were  itutUliiog  i4to  hii 
iwai4't»  tba  UtAoat  of  tliair  power,  an  avtae^k 
fiwtbeKinjg  ef  Eol^aiid,  hefbrotiier,  sosbAdei. 
dared  that  shewaii  now  advised 'that  ahew^fi^M 
frtnn  that  contract,  aui  at  liberty  to  many  any 
ether  prince,  in  spite  lof  it:  a  declarattbfl'-'vribiKii 
was  followed  itp,  two  dAylB  ittenntdB,  bf  a  rit^ 
fication  vi  ike  ttedty  elf  marriage.  Buffolfcf  WHt 
lost  all  hopes';  yet  he  watf  one  at  thoatjwho  at- 
Mnikd  Mary  to  France,  whetie  he  displayed  ihi 
gnatest  skill  and'  gallantry  in  all  tiie  jemts  and 
toummnents,  aa  already  hinted  at,  that  'wfere^cele^ 
Ikated  ttpOD-  tlie  ooession ;  during  wbidi  an  'O^ 
cnrrence  h^ipeaed,  whicAi  deserves  nfttlce:  It  la 
Belated  in  a  letter  finm  the  Maiqui^  of  DorsM^ 
K  3 
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who  sayB,— "  The  Frendi  highly  cinnmendeth  my 
Lord  of  Suffolk,  and  say  that  no  Christian  prince 
has  two  Budi  servants  as  we  two,  both  for  peace 
and  war,  in  field  and  oouDcil.  My  Lord  and  I  ran 
three  d^B  and  lost  nothing.  On  Saturday  the 
ISth  <^  Nov^nber,  the  Toumay  and  eoniBe  in  the 
field  b^an:  my  Lord  of  Suffolk  and  I  ran  the 
first  day  ourselves;  then  put  our  aids  to  it,  because 
there  wcxe  no  noblemen  to  run  with  us.  On  the 
Slflt,  the  fighting  on  foot  began,  when  they  put 
an  Almoin  (German)  that  never  came  into  the 
field  before,  i^^ainst  my  Lord  of  Suffolk,  to  have 
put  us  to  shame,  but  could  not." 

As  soon  as  Xiouis  died,  which  was  only  dgfaty 
days  after  the  celebration  of  bis  nuptials,  and 
already  slighdyrecorded,  the  young  queen  dowager 
declared  that  she  would  return  to  England ;  and 
in  the  meantime  she  received  letters  of  condolence 
from  Henry,  in  which  be  particularly  advised  her 
not  to  enter  into  any  new  contract  of  marrii^ 
without  his  knowledge  and  consent.  Wolsey  also 
wrote  to  her  in  pointed  terras,  and  entreated  her 
to  conform  herself  to  her  brother's  advice. 

To  thfse  epistles  the  young  queen  returned  a 
spirited  answer;  that  she  protested,  that  if  the 
king  would  have  her  marry  in  any  j^iace,  save 
where  her  mind  was,  she  would  shut  herself  up 
in  scane  religions  house;  a  r^ly  that  made  consi- 
derable inqiressian  upon  Henry's  mind:  and  he 
therefore  attended  at  once  to  her  wish  to  retnzn 

D,q,i,.cdb.Gooyk" . 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  18S 

io  En^aud,  sending  over,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
companying her,  the  Duke  of  Sufitdk  hunself,  to- 
geHier  with  Sir  Richard  Wiogfield  and  Dr.  West, 
as  ambassadors,  both  to  congrattilate  the  new 
monarch,  and  to  conduct  the  royal  widow  to  her 
native  shore,  with  all  the  respect  not  only  due  to  a 
French  Queen,  but  also  to  a  Princess  of  England. 
During  the  attendance  of  the  ambassadors  upon 
the  young  dowager,  previous  to  her  journey, 
Brandon  did  not  &il  to  observe  her  majesty's  par- 
tiality for  him,' which  she  took  care  very  soon  to 
oonfinn,  hinting  to  him  during  a  confidentiEil  coiU 
versatioa,  that  the  haj^incss  of  the  married  state 
depended  not  so  much  upon  great  dignities,  as  on 
the  love  and  aflection'the  parties  might  have  fioir 
each  ot^er;  and  that,  for  her  part,  if  ever  she 
married  again,  she  would  marry  where  her  love 
was,  or  ccmtinue  single  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Brandon,  though  now  confident  of  her  affection, 
was  yet  conscious  of  the  disparity  of  rank  between 
s  sovereign  and  a  subject;  but  this  formed  no 
obstacle  to  their  imion  in  her  nuyesty's  mind,  and' 
therefore,  as  Suffolk  was  yet  too  humble  to  dedare 
his  wishes,  she  actually  had  an  interview  with  the 
new  m<Hiarcb,  Francis,  in  which,  without  hesita- 
tion or  circumlocution,  die  admowledged  that  her 
design  was  nothing  less  than  to  marry  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  conjuring  the  king  to  assist  her  in  per- 
fecting her  wishes ;  a  request  with  iriudi  Francts-- 
readily  complied. 
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In  an^nfuiDg  conferenoe  the  Freach  kfai^  told 
lAit  Duke'of  Suffolk  the  plain  -etate  of>  the  case, 
Vhen  the  latter,  instantly  confessed  his  lore  ibr  the 
queen;  but  hinted  that  ifithe  afiUr  ahoidd  become 
known  to  Hauryi  he  would  be  undone.  To.thie 
the  king  obligingly  answend,--'"  Let  that  done 
to  me;  for  I  and  the  queen  shall. bq  solicit  your 
Biaater,  that  he  shall  be  content." 

Hut  the  duke  trusted,  perhaps^  more  to  Wol- 
aef.B  influenoe  than  to  aay  other;  and,  aocanUn^i 
he  instantly  made. to  him  a^.oeilfidcaitial  eomvui- 
nieatinn  of  the.  whole  affair*  his  letter  )WUlii]|f 
partiy  thus, — **  I  cannot  hot  oommunicate  to  yoo, 
my.Lord  of  Yorii,  what  has  .passed  on  this  ooea^ 
akn,  beeaUK.I  intend  .to  hide  nothing  from  ycni ; 
and  earnestly  desire  .yoor  speedy  advice,  and  whe- 
thei  you  intend  to  inform  the  king  af  this  letiv. 
And  I  thank  God,  that  he  whom  I  feared  mostia 
vast  witting-to  be  an  author  of  this  act  himsel^and 
to  be  an  adrocaie  for  me  to  the  Idn^  my  mflstec." 
llus.was  «videlitly  Intoided  aa  a  hmt  to  the  .Car^ 
duul  to  break  the  afiair  to  Henry,  withoutiAso- 
lutely  making  it  a  matter  of  request;-  at  least 
Wolsey  seems  to  hare  understood  it  in  that  light, 
and  accordingly  he  took  the  first  opportunity  of 
offering  it  to  the  nfyei  notice,  at  the  same  time 
using  all  his  influeace  to  soften  Henry's  displea- 
sure, who  was,  at  first,  very  iudignant  at  matters 
having  proceeded  so  far  in  Francct  without  his 
knowledge  or  license.    After  some  time,  hoirever. 
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the  royal  reaentmoit  was  so  far  overctnne,  diat 
Wolsey  wrote  to  Suffolk,  advisiag  him  to  Etddress 
the  king  m  soft  strains,  which  he  did,  and  his  letter 
was  received  most  favourably :  the  queen,  likewise, 
writing  to  hie  majeaty,  reminded  him  of  his  pro-  ' 
mis^  and  concluded  with  a  very  broad  hint  of 
her  determination  to  please  herself, — **  Your  Grace 
well  knows  what  I  did,  as  to  my  first  marriage, 
was  for  your  pleasure;  and  now,  I  trust,  you  will 
suffer  me  to  do  what  I  like." 

Whether  Wolsey  was  or  was  not  acquainted 
Vith  the  queen's  determination  to  act  without 
Waiting  for  her  hrotfaer's  approval  does  not  clearly 
appear ;  but  it  aamot  be  doubted  that,  whatevet- 
she  might  do,  she  placed  great  rehra^ce  on  his  good 
.  <^fices  to  extricate  her  firom  any  ill  coneequencea 
that  might  flow  from  her  want  of  caution ;  as  was 
manifested  by  her  tiling  Brandon,  a  few  ilays 
afterwards,  tiiat  unless  he  resolved  to  marry  her 
Within  fimr  days,  she  would.never  have  him.  To 
so  fair  a  diallenge,  and  so  iair  a  challenger,  Bran- 
dtm  eodld  not  say  nay — and  hi  two  months  after 
she  was  a  widow  she  became  privately  a  wife. 
Mary,  -Witii  great  propriety,  now  took  on  herself 
the  task  of  reconciling  her  brother  to  this  hasty 
match,  justifying  Brandon  by  a  candid  declaration 
of  the  means  which  she  had  taken  to  hasten  it ; 
but  not  receiving  an  iromediate  answer  to  her 
ejristle,  it  was  thought  expedient  that  the  bride- 
gnxnn  should  write  to  Wols^. 
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This  he  did  in  a  way  that  ieems  to  have  justi' 
fied  the  Cardinal's  reproaches  to  him  upon  a  sub* 
sequent  occafiidn;  &r  he  expressly  stated  in  his 
letter  that,  next  to  God  and  the  king,  he  owed  to 
Wolsey  all  the  hraiours  that  had  attended  him 
hitherto ;  and  he .  concluded  with  declaring  hiq 
fear  of  the  royal  displeaaure,  on  account  of  the 
marriage,  earaestly  fae^ng  his  friend  to  me^Mt? 
in  his  iiivour.. 

Nor  was  Wolsey  inattentive  to  the  wishes  of 
the  lovers  ;  but  availed  himself  of  his  influence  to 
remove  all  feelings  of  displeasure  irom  Henry's  . 
bosom;  so  that  he  was  soon  enabled  to  announce 
to  them  the  great  [Hrobability  of  suocess,  advising 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  write  to  their  royal 
brother  in  the  most  submissive  style,  which  he  &lt 
confident  would  have  the  best  effect. 

This  judicious  advice  they  pursued;  and,  on 
the  receipt  of  their  tetters,  Henry  instantly  ex- 
pressed his  ready  fiu^veness,  inviting  them  ovi^ 
to  England:  an  invitati<at  which  they  joyously  ac-; 
cepted,  testiiying  at  the  same  time,  by  letto^  to 
Woleey,  the  grateful  sense  which  th^  bad  erf*  hi^ 
friendship  and  extr^ne  kindness  to  them  tb^op^ 
the  whole  affair. 

It  is  a  whimsical  anecdote  of  that  day  that  a 
friar  actually  went  from  London  to  Paris  to  warn 
Mary  not  to  marry  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  earnestly 
exclaiming  to  her, — "  Of  all  men,  beware  of  him; 
for  I  can  assure  you  Uiat  he  and  Wt^sey  have 
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dealinge  witli  Satan,  l^  which  they  rule  the  kiiig 
for  their  own  ends." 

But  Mary  had  too  much  good  semte,  or  too 
much  passion,  to  listen  to  such  absurdity;  so  that 
the  affair  went  on,  as  related,  and  the  young 
couple,  rery  soon  after  their  arriral  in  England, 
were  re-married  in  the  Chapel  Royal  at  Green- 
wich, on  the  13th  of  May,  1516. 

Scarcely  had  Wolsey'a  affair  of  the  Cardinalate 
been  settled,  when  his  royal  master,  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  summed  up  all  his  fiavonrs  in  the 
appointment  of  Lord  High  Chancellor,  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Ryraer  states  (Feed.  xiv.  539-)  that  at  one  hour 
past  noon  the  new  chancellor  received  the  seals ; 
but  another  account  says,  that  he  received  them 
at  Ehham  in  the  royal  presence,  and  in  the  Chapel 
Royal  after  vespers. 
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SECTION  IV. 

1516— 1518. 

EsertioDB  as  ChaacelloF— Arbitrary  ExeiciaetrfPower — Strict 
Audit  of  Public  Accoonta — Conduct  towudB  the  Earl  <^ 
Kildaie — ExerciBe  of  eccledutical  Authority — Friendahip 
xnd  Correspondence  with  ErasmuH — Great  internal  Iin- 
provementi  is  I«we  ud  Manntn — Ftorelgn  PcAtica^-^ 
8platdid  Housdiold  Establishment— Satire  by  Sir  IIkhbm 
More — Amorous  Iiitrignee>  »nd  mysterioas  Aoecdote — 
Personal  Adornment — His  Wish  to  reform  the  Churdi — 
Treaty  with  Prance — Tournay  Testored--~Foreign  Pensions 
— Anecdotes  of  insolent  Pride — Praised  by  ErasmnE— Lon- 
don Mots  agidnStPoTdpiers — Tergirersatson  with  Foreig* 
PMeiitates — IMplomatic  Anecdotiw — ^Visits  Oxfwd,  and 
Coniids  Lectures — Extraordinarj  Sabnission  of  Cambridge 
University — First  Visit  of  Cardinal  Carapeins,  and  its  Con- 
sequences— Whimsical  Aaecdotei  of  Italian  Pride  and  Po- 
Terty — Extraordinary  Papal  Grants — Farther  PromoUons, 
and  Royal  Favours— Anecdotes  of  priestly  Pride,  &c,  &c. 

The  moBt  faTOurable  account  of  the  maimer  in 
which  Wolsey  eucceeded  to  the  seals  is  ttiat  given 
by  Hall,  who  says,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
parliamentary  sesfiion,  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, perceiving  that  his  rival  meddled  more  in 
his  office  of  Chancery  than  it  became  him  to  per- 
mit, but  which  he  could  not  object  to  without  risk 
of  the  n^^  dispIeaBure ;  and  observing  also  that 
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Woisey.  attepiptedto  :afitiuae  all  rule  and  power, 
and  to  usurp  all  authcurity,  adding  thereto  the 
oonaideration  of  his  own  great  agei  he  tbon^t  it 
best  to  sorroider  the  ffeat  seal  at  (mee  into  the 
king's  hands,  who  instantly  presented  it  to  W(A- 
B«y.  It  mnjt  be  amfuaedi  boweva*,  that  otJocr 
wiiters  are  by  no  means  so  favourable  either  to 
hte  inAral  or  political  honesty. 

Tlie  new  chancellor  no  sooner  felt  himself  finnly 
seated  than  he  began  to  enforce  two.  acts,  whkb 
had  passed  in  tha  preceding  pBrliament,  .colled 
the  act  of  ^qiarel,  and  the  act  oaf  Idbonrera; 
^^K^ituig  conunisfaonB  in  erery  connty,  to  see 
them  eaUnrced.  Nay»  so  auxioufl  was  he  fhr  their 
daeobBerranee^  particularly  of  the  first,  thqt  he 
took  the  law  into  his  own  hands ;  and  one  dxy 
called  ttnrards  him  a-geutleman  of  the  usipe-of 
l^moD  Fite-IUdiard,  from  whom  he  took  an  old 
jacfcet  of  crimson  velvety  and  Tarioos  broaches  and 
(Hiuanents.  This  exdted  mu<^  spteen  and  ill-will 
amoi^  the  many,  but  was  to  his  flatterers  and 
officer!!  only  a  bad  example ;  so  that  the  Mayor  of 
Hodiester,  in  hopes  of  court  £a¥Our,  actual^  exr 
posed  a  young  man  in  the  pillory  for  wearing  s 
n^;ed  shirt. 

These  extraordinary  acts  of  power  mre  evai  , 
increased  when  he  received  the  p^ial  bull,  with  a 
grant  oi  the  l^antine  authority  in  England,  bat 
tile  date  of  which  is  uncertain,  as  will  be  hereafter 
Aotieedt  wfaidi  gave  him  the  hii^est  ecdesiastical 
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jurisdictidii  in  tbe  kingdtHii ;  tmaWing  him  to  ap- 
point to  all  offices  in  the  spiritoal  ooorti,  and  to 
]]re8ent  to  all  ecclesiastical  benefices.  It  further 
granted  to  him  the  power  of  oonatitating  masters 
vS.  faculties,  and  of  appointing  masters  of  cere- 
mcnies,  in  augmattation  of  his  own  personal  di- 
mities ;  together  with  a  viaitnial  inspecticm  over 
all  monasteries  and  convents,  and,  id  short,  over 
all  the  English  clet^,  whether  exempt  or  non- 
exempt  by  former  grants. 

With  such  powers,  powers  also  which  he  exer- 
cised  to  their  fullest  extent,  both  dyil  and  ecvle- 
staetical,  the  conduct  of  the  new  chancellor  could 
.  not  fail  to  meet  with  strong  animadversicoi,  espe- 
diUy  as  a  spirit  of  religious,  and  consequently  of 
&ee  political  inquiry,  had  b^uu  to  show  itsdf 
amongst  tile  people :  yet  it  muM  still  be  con&ssed 
that  Wolsey's  pride  and  arrogance,  if  tJiey  made, 
him  enemies,  were  not  the  sole  cause  of  that  hos- 
tility ;  for  there  were  other  reasons  intimately, 
connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Idngdon,  whidi: 
soon  raised  a  neet  of  hornets  about  him.  In  the 
first  place,  he  instituted  a  systou  of  atldit  for  all. 
accounts  connected  with  military  expraiditure,  or 
odier  public  money;  a  measure  that  gave  great 
ctfence,  as  many  entrusted  with  the  public  purse 
in  their  sereral  departments  were  most  shame- 
fully in  arrear  of  payments,  and  unable  to  make 
up  their  balances.  It  is  said,  indeed,  l^  the 
old  dironideri,  tha».  numbers  of  the  guilty  saved 
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themsdvea  by  perjury  and  bribeiy,  vlillst  odwra 
less  guilty  were  severely  punished :  but  Wolsay 
must  not  be  blamed  for  this,  as  it  is  owned  that 
"  for  a  tmth  he  so  punished  peijury  with  opot 
punishment,  that  in  his  tyme  it  was  lease  used." 

He  also  caused  a  great  reform  of  mannerB  in 
the  country ;  showing  no  respect  of  persons,  but 
dealing  with  all  alike ;  ptmishii^  not  only  the 
omunon  peo|de,  but  .also  kni^ts  and  lords  for 
riots,  or  other  misdemeanorB ;  bo  that  the  peo{^ 
in  general,  were  enabled  to  live  in  tranquillity; 
Vet  no  sooner  did  the  poor  perceive  that  Wolsey 
punished  the  rich  than  they  be^an  to  forge  and 
fobricate  complunts,  by  wbidi  many  worthy  per^ 
sons  were  brought  into  trouble.  Bonumcronsi 
indeed,  were  those  complunts  at  last,  that  the 
chanceUo^  found  it  impossible  to  attend  to  them 
personally ;  be»de9  wbidi;  he  soon  ascertained  that 
many  of  these  charges  were  founded  in  raivy,  ill- 
will,  and  folsehood :  and,  therefore,  to  get  rid  oi 
them  entirely,  he  procured  a  royal  conmuBsimifor 
the  establishment  of  four  inferior  courts,  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  poor  people  by  Irill.  The  first 
of  these  was  held  in  Whitdiall,  then  called  York- 
place;  the  second  was  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Stfdcesley,  the  king's  almoner ;  a  tiuid  was  hdd 
in  the  Lord  Treasurer's  Chamber,  next  to  the 
Star  Chamber ;  and  the  fourth  at  the  Rolls. 

The  pressure  of  business  at  tiieae  courts,  when 
first  estaUished,  was  immense;  but  the  novels 
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WM«  were  c^,  and  the  poor  wtre  tired  of  com. 
idaining  of  their  betters,  especially  when  they 
fintnd  that  great  delays  took  place ;  that  few  af- 
fiurs  were  at  the  last  decided ;  and  that,  even  when 
decided,  no  man  was  bonnd  by  the  award.  Those, 
tiiev^bre,  who  had  real  complaints  of  ^evances 
to  make  were  soon  glad  to  resort  to  the  oommon 
law  in  preference. ' 

Th^  Woliey  stmietinHS,  at  this  period,  em- 
pleyed  h&  power  for  the  gratffioation  of  private 
nudScev  has  been  a  heavy  iiiai^  against  him;  <%pe> 
t^aHj  in  ^hs  cse  of  the  Earltof  Kildne.  We  ^rk 
told  that  Kildare's  dang^,  at  this  time,  was  evi- 
d^ly  Very  great  t  not  so  mudi  from  any  political 
crimes  Hiat  he  might  have  been  guil^  of,  as  from 
a  stnn^  ill-witl  borne  towards  Ulm  by  Wolsey. 
Ftmd  whimls  this  feding  arose'  it  is  difficult  to 
•cocrant  for;  bothls  enemies,  at  I«igth,  soet^edeit 
in  having  him  convicted  on  an  accusation  of  having 
kent  his  daughter  to  tbe  various  ItHsh  chiefis,  soli^ 
dting  them  to  join  in  a  conspiracy  against  tlie 
fin^isfa  power  under  the  Earl  of  Ossory.  After 
sentoice,  Kildare  was  eommitted  to  the  Tower; 
b«t  undeir  «'rB|Wieve  front  the  kingj  who  seems  to 
have 'been  unwSUng  to  shed  blood  upon  this  oeea- 
tAxa,  and  the  earl  tnmseif  must  haVe  looked  ibr- 
ward  towards  m  ultimate  pardon— at  least  he  had 
philosophy  enough  to  be  contented' under  his  then 
circumstanoes :  and  it  is  stated  of  him,  that  he 
'*  was  heartily  loved  of  the  lieutenant,  p^ed  in  all 
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the  court,  and  standing  in  90  hard  case  ahsod 
little  of  hie  accxtstomed  hue,  cosnfortiiig  oth^ 
noblemen,  priBonen,  and  dissembling  his  own 

SOItOT." 

Stowe  relates  in  his  Clinmicle,  that  one  night, 
when  Kildare  sad  the  Ueatraiant  of  the  Tower 
were  amusing  themselTes  at  the  game  of  shovel* 
groat,  an  order  arrived'  moat  imezpectedly  fdrhlH 
ezecntion  on  the  following  morning.  '  Tbia  brder 
tras  no  socmer  looked  at  by  the'  Heutenant  than  he 
uttered  a  deep  sigh,  when  Kildare  exdaimed,  "  By 
St.  Brides  lieutenant,  there  is  some  mad  scheme  in 
that  scroll ;  but  £bU  out  how  it  will,  thi^  throw  is 
for  a  huddle !"  Struck  with  his  msgnaiuinity,  tiie 
lieutenant  did  not  hesitste '  to  acquaint  him  wltit 
the  extent  d  the  order ;  when  Kildare,  snspecdng 
tfast  the  whole  affair  arote  rather  from  the  Car^ 
dinal's  malice  than  SnxA  the  king's  will,  with  grekt 
'good  sense  r^uested  that  officer  to  lesni  from  the 
long's  own  mouth  whether  he  was  privy  to  this' 
sudden  determination.  The  lieutmaht  was,  rt 
first,  very  unwilDng  tb  enter  upon  this  inqufiry, 
lest  he  should  thereby  give  offence  to  Wolsey,  so 
great  was  the  dread  of  Ms  power  in  the  minds  of 
nun  in  general ;  but  he  at  length  determined,  at 
the  hour  of  midnight,  to  set  off  fbr  the  court,  and 
demand  an  Inmiediate  audience  of  the  king,  which 
was  tiieh  considered  a  privilege  of  his  office.  On 
arriving  at  the  court,  an  interview  was '  imme- 
diately graitted,  yrbea  the  king^  gave  him  his  signet 
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in  t<dcen  of  countermanding  the  order,  on  which, 
indeed,  he  made  eome  very  strong  obserrationsj 
talking  of  the  "  saudoess  of  the  priest"  in  Tery 
plain  terms;  and  the  lieutenant  insiantly. waited 
wpoa  Wolsey,  who  was  so  enraged  at  the  royal 
interferatioe,  that  he  lost  sight  even  of  decorum, 
and  "  hegan  to  IffeaUie  out  unseasoned  words, 
which  the  lienteiiant  was  loth  to  hear,  and  so  he 
left  him  fretting." 

Of  oth^  accusatioDB,  we  may  allude  to  a  general 
one,  that  when  Wolsey,  by  the  dismissal  (^  the 
Ardibisht^  of  Canterbury  frran  the  chanoellM*' 
ship,  and  hy  the  subsequent  grant,  felt  himself 
secure  of  the  great  seal,  being  also  archbishop  and 
cardiual  l^ate  soon  aftnwards,  bis  pride  knew  no 
bounds,  but  those  of  his  power,  and  scarcely  that 
His  first  object  was  to  surmount  the  Archbidiop 
of  Canterbury  in  all  jurisdictions,  which  he  corn* 
pletely  marked  and  manifested  by  tiie  exercise  cS 
superior  ecclesiastical  powers,  summoning  not  only 
all  the  lnsh(^  of  both  provinces,  but  even  the 
archlnshop  himself,  to  attend  his  convocations; 
claiming  therein  the  whole  parochial  patronage 
(tf  the  church,  sending  his  own  visitors  to  all  the 
spiritual  houses  in  the  kingdom,  filling  'all  the 
ecclesiastical  courts  with  his  own  oommisHoners, 
scribes,  apparitors,  together  with  all  other  officers; 
all  tliis,bowever,as  wehave  seen  in  the  slight  sketdi 
of  his  legantine  powers  io  a  preceding  page,  we 
must  own  he  was  authorised  to  do ;  and,  therefore, 
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if  blame  fatls  on  him,  it  ougfat  rather  to  be  from 
the  undue  exercise  of  his  power,  than  from  the 
strict  l^al  exertion  of  the  high  papal  conuniasion. 

Yet  with  all  tiis  ideas  of  the  supreme  arbitiBry 
authority  of  the  head  of  the  Romish  church,  it  is 
rather  a  curious  tact  that  Wolsey,  even  after  he 
became  a  cardinal,  was  still  upon  good  terms  with 
some  of  the  Reformers,  especially  with  Erasmus, 
who  had  recently  obtained  the  royal  license  to 
retom  to  Basle,  from  whence  he  wrote  to  Wolsey; 
who  seems,  by  tiiis  letter,  almost  to  have  been  his 
confidant  in  the  grand  work  of  Reformatioii. 
**  Moet  Reverend  Prelate, 

« I  am  very  sorry  that  I  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  a  longer  and- more  particular  conference  with 
your  highness  before  I  left  England.  My  last 
refiige,  and  the  sheet  anchor  of  my  felidly,  I  had 
fixed  on  you ;  but  I  was  in  haste  to  publuh  St. 
Jerome,  a  voluminous  and  celebrated  work ;  and 
if  I  mistake  not,  a  work  which  will  be  imia(H*tal> 
besides  its  being  piotts  and  edifying.  This  it  was 
which  I  bad  so  much  at  heart,  that  I  n^Iect«d  all 
other  business  to  prosecute  it" 

He  aftierwardH  proceeds  to  state,  "  There  is  a 
new  Greek  Testament  printed  as  it  was  written 
1^  the  f^Ktstles,  with  a  I^atin  trauslatiott  and  an- 
notations by  me.  Some  other  things  also  I  have 
puldished  of  less  omseqt^ce ;  and  yet  these  trifles 
are  a  greater  trouble  to  me  than  those  ardubus 
affairs  of  state  are  to  you.    When,  therefore,  we 
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have  finifhed  those  undertakings,  wie  vill  hasten 
our  return  to  Enghmd,  especially  if  ywir  emor- 
nency's  goodness  and  g^Kroeity  Mrill,  in  the  nwan 
time,  be  providing  smnething  for  me  a*  a  re&eefa- 
ment,  both  to  my  mind  and  body,  i^ter  the  iatjgtim 
I  have  undergone  &om  these  emjdoymenta.  May 
a  good  state  of  health  be  M^oyed  by  your  moat 
rererend  lordeh^  to  whom  I  .wholly  devote  and 
dedicate  myself^-Basle,  Feb.  S,  1516." 

It  was  worthy  of  record  also^  that  about  thia 
fame  period  the  fimious  fir.  Ct^et,  foundor  of  St^ 
Paul'&  sduwl,  met  with  the  kindest  treatmant  from 
Wols^,  at  the  very  time  when  the  Bishop  of 
Xiondon  had  proeacuted  him  for  heresy.  Colet,  on  • 
this -occasion,  laid  his  comidwiit  before  the  car- 
dinal, whopaidtohim  throu^aUthepiroeeedjui^ 
a  particular  del»ence  and  respect ;  tiia%  tridng 
are  that  Colet  should  peaeei^ly  posaasa  the  pvo* 
feimenta  which  he  held  without  any  further  dis- 
turbance, putting  thvfl  an  end  to  the  ultetiec  pro> 
(Kwdiqga  which  had  been  intended  against  him: 
y<S  Colet,  aa  we  have  ae^  In  a  preceding  aBoedk^ 
could  not  sutonit  to  the  extraordinaiy  powers  of 
WolscT-.  A  letter  fr«n  Henry's  own  hand,  neariy 
of  this  date,  will  show  in  what  afiisctionate  esteem 
he  was- held  by  his  royal  mastezv  notwithstanding 
the  pfthUc  clamour  against  him. 
"  My  Lord  Cardinal, 

"  I  recwuQHul  me  unto  you  as  haartil^  as  I 
can,  and  I  am  rif^t  glad  to  htar  of  your  good 
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bealtil,  «^ikli  I  pray  Qod  may  long  cantiiMe.  & 
ft  is,  tiiat  I  faare  received  your  ietterii,  to  ths 
wbicta,  because  they  aak  long  answeriog,  I  have 
made  an  aosirer  by  my  Kcretary.  Bat  two  things 
there  are,  vbich  are  so  secret,  tkat  they  cause  na 
St  this  time  to  write  to  you  mysctf.  The  oae  ia, 
&Mt  I  trust  die  queen.  Day  wife,  ia  with  child ;  tbo 
other  is  dte  diisf  cause  why  I  am  m>  loth  to  repair 
to  Tjonrion,  because  now  i6  partly  her  dangHvas 
time'*,  and  likewise  beoaaee  I~ would  rcmore  lier 
as  little  as  possible.  Now,  my  lord,  I  write  this 
unto  you  not  as  an  assured  dung,  but  as  a  thing  - 
wherein  1  have  great  kope  and  likelihood ;  and 
alsa  I  do  well  know  that  this  news  will  be  com^ 
fortable  to  yon  to  mideretand,  there&re  I  do  write' 
it  unto  you.  No  mere  unto  you  at  this  timie,  nid 
quod  Deu»  veUt  mteptuwt  opus  benejimri. 

**  Written  with  the  hand  of  ydnr  loving  prince 
"  Henby  R."    ' 

That  Henry  should  have  been  so  extremety 
partial  to  Cardfaud  WdlKy,  even  if  that  partiality 
had  first  been  fonnded  in  yonthfiil  error  and  pre* 
judioe,  win  not  appear  so  wonderful  in  his  riper 
yean,  if  we  take  a  liberal  view  of  the  cardinal's 
exertibns  in  his  pubUe  capacity,  not  only  for  bis 
master's  good,  but  for  the  general  good  of  the 
country.  We  find  H  acknowledged,  tbat  altbon^ 
the  diiftveBt  bosfaiMs  Wolsey  was  engaged  in  re< 

*  PrDtwUy  Ib  alhsiba  to  tbeBweatliig  nokieM. 
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lative  to  his  offices,  both  stnritual  and  tempcffd,' 
was  fuUy  sufficient  to  have  ocenpied,  in  general 
opinion,  bo  much  of  his  time,  as  to  have  allowed 
him  very  little  for  attention  to  other  matters :  yet 
mich  was  his  intense  application  to  all  die  depart- 
ments of  government,  that  he  was  aUe,  in  the 
course  of  this  very  year,  1516,  to  reform  nnmeroos 
abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  different  offices, 
particularly  in  regard  to  tibe  revenue,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  courts  of  law,  as  has 
been  slightly  alluded  to. 

His  exertions  in  r^ard  to  the  Exchequer  couUr 
not  &il  to  make  him  many  enemies:  for  as  hv 
found  it  much  exhausted,  both,  through  the  king's 
liberality,  and  the  demands  for  the  public  service, 
he  judged  it  expedient  to  bring  all  persons,  idiat-^ 
ever  their  rank,  entrusted  with  the  receipt  of  the 
revenue,  to  a  strict  account  and  audit  In.  this 
inquest  he  gave  great  offence  to  the  Duke  of  Suf- 
folk, who  was  a  debtor  to  the  crown  to  a  aw- 
siderable  amount ;  no  demands  having  been  made 
either  upon  him  or  various  others,  through  the 
n^lect  or  treachery  of  the  proper  c^Bcers.  ^Vitfa 
respect  to  Suffolk,  the  effects  of  the  demand  were 
80  serious,  tiiat  being  unable  then  to  arrange  it,  he 
found  it  neorasary  to  retire  from  the  expensive  life 
of  a  court,  in  order,  by  frugality  in  country  sechi- 
sion,  to  save  a  sum  sufficient  to  answer  the  debt : 
for  he  was  aware  that  in  this  case  Henry  would 
not  interfere  wiUi  the  r^pilations  ot  hie  chan- 
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odlca>,  wba  had  Already  obliged  some  to  pay  into 
the  Treasury  what  they  owed,  prosecuting  otherB 
to  eompel  payment,  and  thus  proTiding  the  king 
with  money,  without  any  new  taxes  or  imposts 
upon  the  people.    ' 

Previous  to  this  the  admin^tration  of  the  cri- 
minal  law  had  been  very  faulty,  tending  rather  to 
kicrease  than  to  diminish  crime,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  misdemeanors,  riots,  and  even  rapes  and 
perjuries,  so  that  neither  perscm  nor  property  were 
8a£e.  But  Wolsey  exerted  himself  here  also,  more 
especially  as  to  peijuly,  which  was  then  the  dry 
rot  of  criminal  law  and  of  sodal  confidence ;  so 
that,  in  a  short  time,  that  crime  was  nearly  era- 
dicated, to  the  great  improvement  of  morals.  The 
other  crimes  he  also  followed  up  with  careful 
trials,  and  certainty  c^  punishment  on  conviction ; 
n4iich  was  much  fiidlitated  by  the  eataUishment 
of  a  new  court,  in  which  sat  the  lords  of  the 
coundlj-with  several  others  of  the  nobility. 

AU  these  things  gained  him  great  praise,  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  good,  at  least  from  judicious 
politicians ;  and  we  must  not  foi^et  that  he  was 
the  founder  of  the  court  of  requests,  and  of  numy 
other  regulations  in  the  civil  government,  whi(& 
were  then  very  acceptable  to  the  people  at  large; 
r^ulations  bo  tempered  by  wisdom  and  patriotism, 
that  BfHue  of  them  are  in  use  evea  at  the  presrait 
day. 
■  Even  the  ifiitnifffti  historians  of  that  time  ac- 
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knowl^e  the  truth  of  tibese  fiicte ;  and  Eraoant^ 
whoM  authority  will  not  readily  be  disputed,  sajw 
cxpteeely  that  he  jvooeeded  in  such  a  way  aa  to 
bid  £ur  to  render  Soglapd  a  mote  glorious  natioit 
thau  it  ever  was  before;  for^e  wo  thoniu^ily 
(Reared  the  reaLtn  of  tnakfiictors,  and  evil  doers  of 
erery  »xt,  that  it  was  not  more  fire  irom  poieoos 
uid  wild  beasts,  than  from  noxioui  men ;  that  bjr 
his  authority  he  cut  in  simder  many  perplexed 
hnreuits,  no  less  ha|^y  than  Atexander  did  the 
GfHrdiui  knot  t  and  also  that  with  much  wisdom, 
he  oompoeed  the  dfflerences  betweea  great  mo^ 
which  often  tended  to  the  injury  of  the  state. 

Thus  powerful  and  acHre  at  hom^  he  was 
courted  even  by  foreign  courts.  Scotland  was 
ahnost  at  hUbedE,  especially  in  r^;ard  to  the  queea 
dowager's  party ;  for  she  was  now  so  poor,  as 
actually  to  be  dl^liged  to  bMxow  money  team  him, 
Sp»in  too  looked  up  to  En^^d  now  as  a  powei^ 
ful  ally,  her  crown  having  foUm  to  the  youthful 
Charles  of  Anstria,  t^  the  demise  of  King  Per- 
dinandt  and  who  was  now  generally  understood 
to  be  a  candidate  for  the  imperial  diadem,  idiea- 
ever  it  should  be  vacant  by  the  death  of  his  grand* 
father ;  and  so  successful  was  the  young  moDanih, 
in  opposition  to  the  intrigues  of  France,  that  a 
Irague  was  enta^  into  at  Loudon  with  the  Em- 
peror Maximilian,  in  October,  1516,  nominally  in 
defence  of  the  church,  but  really  in  hostili^  to 
Francis  I.     In  die  diplomatic  proceedings  re- 
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qiectiiig  tliis  (reflty,  Wdteey  sat  at  tihe  head  of  Um 


It  waa  the  policy  of  En^aad,  however,  not  to 
oome  to  opea  boetilitiei  with  Frauoe,  althou^  she 
advanced  money  to  Maximilian  in  his  war  in  Italy ; 
a  service  for  whidi  the  emperor  diowed  ao  little 
gratitode,  that  even  aiier  Henry  had  paid  the 
half  of  60,000  floxinfi  contracted  for  in  his  name* 
Marimiiian  had  the  assumnce  to  teU  him  that  if 
he  did  nirt  also  pay  his  hal^  for  he  hod  no  moneys 
thra  he  should  be  obliged  to  make  such  conceaajona 
to  tbs  King  of  France  as  £iiglaud  would  not  ^h 
prove  ui.  Yet  Henry,  and  Wcdsey  also,  had  been 
so  m^wtified  t^  Avstrian  d^kHoacy,  that  they  ao 
tually  believed  Maximilian  to  have  been  sinctf* 
in  a  project  of  dispossessing'  the  Frenidi  of  tht 
Milanese  traritory,  and  of  Mineiing  it  to  the  crown 
«f  Sa^uid.  Henry,  howevs-,  had  good  smae 
enough  to  aee  that  the  restoratioB  of  Franda 
Sfensa  to  that  dukedom  would  be  more  honour- 
^le  and  more  beneficial  to  hitoaelf  and  his  king' 
dom,  and  when  the  pn^Mwal  waa  made  to  him 
through  his  agent.  Dr.  Pace,  he  announced  hid 
ajqvobatiau  of  it  l^  a  letter  under  his  own  hand. 

Amongst  other  political  trickE^  at  this  time,  ii 
waa  actually  sud  that  Maximilian  had  offered  to 
resign  the  imperial  sc^itre  in  favour  of  Henry ; 
but  his  remissness  in  the  Italian  campaign,  not  to 
call  it  by  a  harsh  name,  mnrfhing  back  &om  the 
gates  of  Milan  to  Trent  as  if  in  a  panic,  most 
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have  conTinced  Heniy  of  the  instalnlity  at  his 
frienddiip. 

Elevated  to  power,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  to  wealth,  both  hy  ^t  means  and  foul,  Wolaey 
began  more  pointedly  to  dis|day  his  taste  for  ma^ 
nificence,  and  to  court  populsrHy  by  ho^itali^ 
in  open  hoiue-lKepiDg.  Fot  this  purpose,  tiiree 
boards  were  daily  sinead  in  his  hall,  wherever  he 
mig^t  be  resident :  at  the  heftd  oS  the  first  sate 
a  priest  in  the  office  of  steward;  at  the  head  at 
the  second  a  knight,  as  treasurer;  and  at  the  third 
an  esquire,  who  was  always  comptn^er  (rf  the 
household.  Besides  these,  tha«  were  other  esta- 
blished officers ;  consisting  of  a  confessor,  a  phy- 
sician, two  almoners,  three  marshals,  three  ushers, 
and  several  grooms. 

To  supply  these  tables,  the  kitchen  estaUisfa* 
ment  was  necessarily  extensive ;  consisting  of  a 
master-cook,  whose  daily  dress  was  either  velvet 
or  satin,  with  a  gold  chain  to  mark  his  superiority, 
two  other  cotAiB,  and  six  assistants  or  labourers,  as 
they  were  called;  in  addition  to  whom  there  were; 
in  what  was  called  the  hall-kitchen,  two  detlo, 
holding  the  offices  of  comptroller,  and  anrveyor 
over  Uie  dressers.  In  other  departments  were 
equally  responsible  persons;  the  hall-ldtchra 
having  two  cooks,  and  labourers,  and  children,  to 
the  number  of  a  dozen ;  the  spiceiy  superintended 
by  a  cleric ;  in  the  pastry,  two  yeomen  and  two 
paete-layers ;  in  the  scullery,  four  scullions ;  b&< 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AMD  HIS  TIMES.  158 

sides  one  yecanan  and  two  groomB ;  one  Teomaa 
and  a  groom  in  the  larder ;  two  yeomen  and  two 
grooms  in  the  buttery ;  tiie  same  in  the  ewry ; 
tliree  yeomen  and  three  pages  in  the  cellar ;  and 
two  yeomen  in  the  chandlery. 

Here  then  is  a  list  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a 
modem  court  calendar ;  but  we  have  still  to  add 
two  yeiHnen  in  the  wafery;  a  master  of  the  ward- 
rahe,  with  twenty  assistants,  or  male  chamber^ 
maids,  in  the  bed-room  department ;  a  yeoman 
and  grocnn,  thirteen  pages,  two  yeomen  porveyors, 
and  a  groom  purveyor,  in  the  laundry ;  then  in 
the  bakehouse,  two  yeomen  and  grooms ;  one  yeo- 
man and  groom  in  the  wood-yard,  coals  not  being 
then  in  general  use ;  one  yeoman  in  the  bam ; 
and  two  yeomen  and  two  grooms  as  portezs  at 
the  gate. 

In  his  stables  equal  pomp  was  displayed,  there 
being  a  master  of  the  horse  (and  a  yeoman  of  his 
bfu-ge),  besides  a  derk  and  a  yeoman ;  a  fiurier ; 
a  yeoman  of  the  stirrup ;  also  a  maltlour,  whose 
oflSce  we  do  not  very  wdl  understand,  and  sixteen 
grooms,  every  one  of  them  keeping  four  geldings. 

The  Cardinal's  diapel  must  have  been  on  an 
establislmient  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  sovereign ; 
for  at  its  head  was  a  dean,  always  a  divine  of  the 
first  eminence,  and  selected  for  extensive  learning; 
next  to  him  a  subdean,  also  a  repeater  of  the  choir, 
a  reader  of  the  gospels,  a  singing  priest  fiar  Che 
epistles,  and  a  master  of  the  diildren.    These  were 
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fcH-  dispel  service  on  conunoD  dajrs ;  but  on  great 
&st8  or  fntivah,  there  wvn  other  penons,  ob  a 
coDstant  retainer,  who  came  to  assist.  In  the 
Vestry  also  were  a  yeoman  and  two  grooma. 

Besides  this  pomp  of  eedesiastical  servioe,  the 
chi^  was  furnished,  and  all  the  offices  perfianned, 
with  the  utmost  spdendour  of  Roman  catholic  da- 
oamtitm.  The  o(q>eB  and  other  vestments  of  white 
satiii.  or  scarlet,  or  Qimson,  with  the  nuMt  costly 
omaments  of  jewels  and  precious  stones,  ._ 

Sudi  may  be  called  the  public  estublishment «( 
Wolsey's  honsdiQld;  but  splmdid  as  it  was,  'twas 
fiur  exceeded  l^  his  perstmal  domestic  ananga* 
mcnts.  His  two  oroas  bearers,  with  two  pillar 
bearers,  were  always  in  waiting  af  due  how%  in 
the  ante4t>om  or  great  chamber,  whilst  the  privy 
diamber,  or  chambers,  perhaps,  must  have  been 
crowded;  for  there  were  a  chief  duunberlaiiv  a 
vice  chambezlaiii,  a  gentleman  usher,  besides  a 
gentleman  usher  of  his  own  chamber.  Here  were 
also  twelve  waiters,  of  low  degree,  and  six  gentl&r 
men  waiters:  but  the  most  extnundinary  thing 
ia,  that  he  had  also  nine  or  ten  -peas  of  the  realm 
(nt  his  householdiist,  "  i^to  had  each  of  theun  two 
or  three  men  to  waite  upon  him,  ezjcept  the  ElarlQ 
of  Darby,  who  had  five  men." 

Cavendish,  who  seems  to  boast  of  all  this  dis- 
play, goes  on  to  recount  that  this  proud  Cardinal 
had  also  fcnrty  persons  in  the  offices  of  goittemen 
cupbearers,  of  carvers,  and  sewers,  both  of  the 
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giBi^ehamlier  aadof  tfaepriTyehantJier;  besides 
six  jeoBBen  osIuts,  d^  grooma  cf  the  duunber ; 
"  abo  he  had  of  afaaea,  who  wtre  ddly  waiters 
of  his  hoard  at  dumer,"— tirdTe  doctors  (not  phf  • 
aktBiia,  we  {uresnnie),  and  du^hnns,  a  clerk  of  the 
doeet,  two  secretaries,  two  derks  of  the  signet, 
iaad  four  ooiuudleiB  leamed  in  the  law. 

It  is  farther  stated  by  Cavendisfa,  that  he  had 
adrricaf  tbediecqne  upon  his  rhi^tdns  and  also 
upon  the  yeranen  of  the  chamber;  and  when  he 
bcfsme  diancdlor  he  added  tluareto,  for  the  ready 
^ecDtion  af  that  office*  a  riding  deric,  a  deik  of 
tile  crown,  a  deik  of  the  hanapa*,  and  a  wax 
ebafet. 

Hiea  there  were  "  foure  footmen  gamiahed  with 
ridi  mnning  ooetee,  whensoever  he  had  uiy  jour' 
neyt"  and  besides  these,  a  herald  at  anns,  a  sero 
jeant  at  arms,  a  physidan,  an  apothecary,  four 
minatrels,  a  keep»  of  the  tents,  an  armourer,  an 
instroctDr  of  his  wards  in  cliancery,  an  "  instructor 
of  his  wardn^  of  roabes,"  a  keqier  of  his  chamber 
continual^,  a  snrreyor  of  York,  and  a  derk  of 
the  green  doth. 

In  short,  to  sum  up  in  a  few  words,  there  were 
actually,  upon  his  *'  cheine  rtdl,"  eight  hundred 
persons,  independent  of  suitors,  who  were  all  en- 
tertained in  the  halL  "  All  these  were  daily  at- 
tending dowuelying  and  upridbog.  And  at  need 
bee  had  eight  continuall  boords  far  the  chamber- 
U^aes  and  gentlemen  oflfeers,  tutTing  a  mease  cf 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


156  WOLSEY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

young  lordfl,  and  another  of  gmtlemen ;  besides 
this,  there  waa  never  a  gentleman  or  officer,  or 
other  worthy  person,  but  hee  kept  8<Hne  two,  some 
three  persons  to  wait  upon  them ;  and  all  other,  at 
the  least,  had  one,  which  did  amount  to  a  great 
number  of  pravons." 

In  fiact  the  number  exceeded  eight  hundred  of 
all  ranks,  including  nine  ra-  ten  peers,  or  sons  of 
peers,  fifteen  knights,  and  forty  esquires ;  but  then 
it  must  be  stated  that  these  latter  were  not  con»- 
dered  as  domestics,  but  as  Mends  who  resided  in 
his  &nu]y  either  for  education  and  knowledge  ot 
the  world,  or  for  state  purposes,  merely  adding  to 
the  show  on  days  of  ceremony. 

The  ftnniial  sum  necessary  to  keep  up  such  an 
establishment  must  have  been  inunense ;  but  the 
royal  munificence,  further  marked  about  this  time 
1^  the  grant  oi  the  abbacy  of  St.  Alban's,  had  ac- 
tually put  the  Cardinal  in  possession  of  an  income 
superior  to  Uiat  of  the  crown ;  to  which  must  be 
added  pensions  from  foreign  courts,  openly  paid, 
to  which  we  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  re- 
vert, besides  many  large  sums  of  money  which 
he  is  supposed  to  have  received  from  OHitending 
princes  in  order  to  deprecate  the  hostility,  or  en- 
sure the  neutrality  of  England. 

In  short,  such  were  now  Wolsey's  means,  and 
so  lavish  his  expenditure,  that  his  pride  and  vanity 
became  so  very  conspicuous  as  to  be  almost  pro- 
verlnal  in  men's  mouths,  even  whilst  he  was  in 
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power;  yet  nq  one  dared  accuse  him  (^lenly.  Sir 
Thomas  More,  indeed,  in  his  work — "  A  Dialogue 
of  Comfisrt  againBt  Tribulation" — does  record  a 
whimsical  anecdote  of  him  in  regard  to  lus  bebar- 
viour  at  his  own  table ;  but  this  is  told  as  having 
happened  in  Germany.  He  describes  the  Car- 
dinal, under  this  fidnt,  as  "  glorious  very  farre 
above  all  measure,"  adding  that  it  "  was  great 
pitie,  for  it  dyd  harm,  and  made  him  abuse  many 
great  gyftes  that  God  had  so  geven  hym." 

More  then  declares  him  to  have  been  "  never 
sadate  of  hearinge  his  owne  prayse,"  and  in  proof 
<^  this  relates,  that  one  day  at  dinner,  when  there 
was  a  lai^  company  assembled,  he  made  a  long 
speech  on  some  specific  point  of  general  interest  at 
the  time,  which  he  seemed,  himself,  to  like  very  well, 
but  then  during  the  whole  time  of  dinner,  he  sat, 
as  it  were,  upon  thorns,  waiting  to  hear  how  the 
ccHupany  would  commend  it.  But  no  one  spoke, 
yet  it  was  observed,  that  at  last  he  sat  musing 
for  some  time,  as  if  contriving  some  roundabout 
modest  way  of  recurring  to  it  so  as  to  call  forth' 
observations  on  it.  In  this  ci^tation,  however, 
he  seemed  not  to  have  been  successful,  and  there- 
fore "  for  ladce  of  a  better,  lest  he  should  have 
letted  the  matter  too  long,  he  brouj^t  it  even 
bluntly  forth,  and  asked  us  all  that  satte  at  his 
bwdes  end  (for  at  his  own  messe  in  the  middes 
there  satte  but  himself  alone)  how  well  we  lyked 
his  <nw7ion  that  bee  hadde  made  that  day.    But, 
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in  &ytfa  nnd«,  wbea  that  pnAleme,  was  once  jno^ 
jponed,  till  H  was  fall  answered,  no  memie  (I  weme) 
cate  one  monell  of  meate  mare.  Eviery  manne 
was  fallen  in  ao  dope  a  studje.  Cor  the  fyn^nge 
of  Bome  exquifitte  prayae." 
.  Thai  Henry  was  displeased  with  Wobey's  di»* 
|Asy  of  wealth  can  scarcely  be  suppoaed,  partdcn' 
brly  whts  we  recollect  that  be  used  often,  and 
with  great  glee,  to  partako  of  tbe  hospitalities  of 
the  Cardinal's  residence,  visiting  him  in  masque, 
according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  and  of  course 
witnessing  aU  the  pageantry  of  his  siste,  and  tiia 
proflision  of  liis  entertainments. 

How  well  fitted,  indeed,  Wolsey  was  to  join  die 
c&ee  a£  master  of  the  revels  to  his  ecdesiasttcal 
dignity  may  be  surmised  from  a  passage  in  Stowe's 
Annals,  where  he  says,  that  when  it  pleased  tJieking, 
for  his  recreation,  to  repairto  the  CardinaFs  house; 
as  he  did  frequently,  there  wanted  no  preparatioD 
or  furniture;  banquets  were  set  forth  with  masques 
and  mummeries,  in  so  gorgeous  a  style  and  ooBtiy 
vaaanar,  that  it  was  an  heaven  to  behold.  Thera 
wanted  no  dames  or  damoselj},  meet  or  apt  to 
dance  with  the  masques,  oar  gami^  the  place  for 
the  time :  thai  there  was  all  kind  of  rniuic  md 
hannony,  with  fine  voices  botJi  of  nMn  uid 
children. 

Anudst  all  this  revelry,  poeseased  of  a  hand- 
SMne  person  and  esgagic^  manners,  and  not,  per< 
h^M>,  very  aerupulous  in  regard  to  i 
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trigue, like  all  hkclerical  brcthmn  at  that  p«riod, 
,  it  may  naturafiy  be  inferred,  that  WtAsefe  intez^ 
ooone  with  the  fiur  was  not  kept  witliin  very  strict 
Vninds.  Indeed  we  have  erery  reascm  to  soqieet 
titat  some  mysterions  intrigue  was  at  this  very 
moment  going  on,  the  finiita  (tf  whidi  it  was  ne> 
eeisaiy  to  conceal  in  a  manner,  peHups  ndC  very 
Mneommom  at  that  day,  bat  which  is  gttfficiiejltly 
zonantic  to  form  an  e»:ellent  foundation  fcr  aa 
historical  novel  like  those  that  charm  from  tiie 
pm  of  the  author  of  Waverley. 

The  charge  may,  at  first,  seem  a  aevtre  one, 
but  is  not  the  less  true ;  in  procS  of  which,  we  is- 
lert  the  following  copy  of  a  lett^  to  Secretary 
Cromwell,  said  to  be*  "in  relation  to  a  bastard 
daughter  of  Caardinal  Wolsey's  in  the  nunnery  of 
Shaftsbury." 

Ryghte  tunTable  aft'  most  humyll  comenda- 
cyons  I  lykewyse  beseeche  yow  that  the  contents 
of  ihys  my  eymple  lett  may  be  secret,  and  that 
for  asmyche  as  I  have  grete  cause  to  goo  home,  I 
beaseehe  yaur  good  masfshipe  to  eomand  Mr. 
Hwytag  to  give  atendans  opon  your  masfshipe, 
liar  the  kuowlege  off  youre  plesnre  in  the  seyde 
secrete  matt'  whiche  ys  this.  My  Lorde  Cardi- 
nall  causyd  me  to  put  a  yong  gentyll  homan  to 
the  Bonjntery  and  unry  4^  Shayfftysbyry,  and  ther 

•  Brit.  Mas.  Ays.  Col.  No.  4160.  art.  1 1. 
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to  be  p'sessyd,  and  wold  hur  to  be  namyd  my 
dogthter,  and  the  troytiie  ya  shee  was  hisdowythter, 
and  now  by  yo^  visitacyon  she  haythe  coman'ymeut 
to  dep'te  and  knowythe  not  whether ;  wherfore  I 
humely  beseeche  youre  masf ehipe  to  Ayrect  yo'  Iet< 
ter  to  the  abbas  there,  that  she  may  there  co'tynu 
at  hur  full  age  to  be  p'fessyd.  Wowte  dowyte 
she  ys  other  zxiiii  yere  full,  or  shalbe  at  shuche 
tyme'  of  the  here  as  she  was  boren,  whiche  was  a 
bowyte  mychelmas.  In  this  yo''  doyng,  you'  mas- 
tershipe  shal  do  a  very  charitable  ded,  and  also 
bynd  hur  and  me  to  do  you  suche  s'vyce  as  lyythe 
in  owre  lytell  powers,  as  Imowythe  owre  Lord 
God  whome  I  hunwiy  beseeche  p'speryssly  and 
hmge  to  psve  you, 

Your  Orator, 

John  Clusey. 

To  the  rygthe  hoiTfall 
and  his  tnoBt  especiall 
good  m'.  Master  Cromwell 
Secretary  to  owre  Sov'and 
Lord  the  Kyng. 

That  the  date  of  this  letter,  if  it  had  been  pve- 
serred,  would  have  fixed  the  mtrigue  much  about 
this  period,  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  it  could 
not  have  been  later,  as  the  nunnery  of  Shaftsbury 
was  surrendered  to  the  commissioners  on  the  S3d 
March,  1539,  when  the  abbess  Elizabeth  Soudie, 
or  Zouche,  obtained  a  pension  of  £lS3  Gs.  Sd.  per 
annum,  pensions  beiag  also  allowed  to  thirty-eight 
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of  the  other  nuns ;  and  this  abbess  might  have 
been  igiun^nt  of  the  circumstance,  not  receivii^ 
that  (^oe  until  15S9>  when  she  succeeded  Elisa- 
betii  llietfbrd,  yho  in  1523  had  been  the  suc- 
cessor of  Margery  Twineham,  this  latter  holding 
the  <^Sce  from  1505,  so  that  it  was  most  probably 
during  her  abbai^  that  the  yoimg  nun  had  becsi 
receiTed. 

The  public  complaints  were  not  now  eo  much 
against  profusion,  as  that  the  state  assumed  by 
fJie  Cardinal,  when  chancellor,  was  even  greater 
'  than  that  <^  royalty  itself.  This  is  certainly  true, 
and  it  must  have  occupied,  in  common  with  the 
mere  flDrmalities  of  religion,  much  of  his  time  UU' 
necessarily.  But  early  hours  were  then  in  Csshion, 
md  the  Cfffdinal  rose  early;  and  as  soon  as  he  camfi 
out  of  his  bed-chamber,  he  generally  heard  two 
masses,  either  in  his  ante-chamber  or  chapel.  .Re- 
turning to  his  private  apartments,  he  made  various 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  day ;  and  about 
eight  o'clock,  lett  his  privy  ehamber  ready  dressed, 
in  the  red  robes  of  a  cardinal,  his  upper  garment 
being  of  scarlet,  or  else  of  fine  crii^ison  taffeta,  or 
erimson  satin,  with  a  black  velvet  tippet  of  sables 
about  his  nedc  and  holding  in  his  huid  an  co-aage, 
deprived  of  its  internal  substance  and  fiUed  with 
a  piece  of  sponge,  wetted  with  vln^[ar  "  and  other 
confections  against  pestilent  airs,  the  which  hee 
most  commonly  held  to  his  nose,  when  he  came 
to  the  presses,  or  when  he  was  pestered  with 
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many  suitors."  This  may  account  for  so  many 
<tf  the  old  portraitB  being  painted  with  an  orange 
in  the  hand.  The  Gireat  Seal  of  England  and  the 
Cardinal's  hat  were  biith  home, before  him  "by 
some  lord,  or  some  gentleman  of  worship  right 
solemnly ;"  and  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  presence- 
chamber,  the  two  tall  priests,  with  the  two  tall 
crosses,  were  ready  to  attend  upon  him,  witb 
gentlemen  ushexs  gtdnig  before  him  bare-headed, 
and  crying  **  on  masters  before,  and  make  room  for 
my  lord."  The  crowd  tfans  called  on  am»sted 
not  only  of  common  suiton,  or  the  individuals  of 
his  own  family,  but  often  of  peers  of  the  realm, 
who  chose,  or  were  perhaps  obliged,  thoa  to  crouch 
to  an  upstart — a  character  not  in  very  great  re>- 
pute  in  those  days.  In  this  state  the  proud  Car* 
dinal  proceeded  down  his  haill,  wiUi  a  sei^;eant  at 
arms  before  him,  carrying  a  lai^  silver  mace, 
and  two  gentlemen,  each  bearing  a  lai^  plate  ttf 
silver.  -  On  his  arrival  at  the  gate,  or  hall-door,  he 
found  his  mule  ready,  covered  with  crimson  velvet 
trappings ;  for  though  the  Cardinal  imitated  his 
Divine  Master  as  to  the  beast  he  diose  to  ride  on, 
.  yet  he  thought  there  could  be  no^iing  wnmg  in 
having  him  more  splendidly,  attired  than  is  war^ 
ranted  by  scriptural  documents. 

When  mounted,  his  attendants  consisted  of  his 
two  cross-bearers,  aztd  his  two  pillar-bearers, 
dressed  in  fine  scarlet,  and  mounted  on  great 
horses  caparisoned  in  like  colour,  of  four,  men  oa 
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footjiWith  eadi  a  pole-axe  in  his  hand,  and  a  long 
train  of  gentry  who  came  to  Bvell  his  tzuunph  aa 
he  proceeded  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  where  he 
generally  sat  until  eleven  o'clock  tq  hear  suits  and 
to  determine  cau8e&  '■■- 

With  all  this  state,  he  seems  to  have  affected 
aomedi^ireeoffatniliaritf ;  fori  pterious  to  taking 
his  seat  in  the  court,  ]ie  generally  stopped  at  a 
bar  made  for  him  below  the  chancery,  convening 
with  the  iidier  judges^  and  'Hometimes  with  m* 
div£clQadB  'of  less  apparent  osnsequenee. 

Aa  soon  as  his  chancery  business  was  tfRC,  lie 
etqnmonly  proceeded  ta  the  Star^tihamber ;  where^ 
as  has  been,  wc  hope  tniljr,  lepcnted  of  him, "  hee 
neither  spaced  faigb  nor  low,  Wt  did  judge  evtif 
dieaecording  to  tight" 

'  Indeed,  dmidsfall'  cotateo^diig '  accounts,  there 
still  appears  to  have  been  much  virtue,  in  this  e& 
traordinary'  man,  who  might-  e^ven  'daim'  nLsrit  as 
being  one  of  i^iti  ddef  causes  of  the  rapfd  tixi- 
tension  of  the  H<ifbnqation  in  England,'  firoAi 
his  sedulous  endaxrours  to  detect  the  disordoB 
amongst  the dei^ at' home;  disorders,' the  know- 
ledge of  which '  was  uos^  produd^  such  nia- 
moraUe  cfrents  in  Germany,  and  le^^ing  to  the 
Reformation  there  also. 

In  the  midst  of  all  his  greatness,  Wolsey  exr 

perienced    considerably    ttbuble  and  anxie^  in 

regard  to  Tonmay,  as  not  oqly  the  mhabkanlB 

but  the  clergy  were  in 'favour  of  his  competitor. 

M  S 
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It  was  understood,  too,  that  France  was  determined 
to  recover  it,  either  by  force  or  surprise ;  particu'- 
larly  when  it  was  known  that  Wolsey's  interest 
was  now  so  for  predominant  at  the  Court  of  Rome, 
ibat  the  Pope  not  only  revoked  his  former  bull 
in  favour  of  the  French  bishop  elect,  bnt  had 
even  appointed  his  English  rival  his  general  col- 
lector of  papal  dues  in  England — an  office  of  high 
trust  and  confidents,  and.  which  could  not  fail  to 
add  much  to  the  Cardinal's  power  and  influents- — 
dnd  to  his  wealth  also,  as  the  accusation  has  been 
against  him. 

Notwithstanding  these  demonstrations  of  papal 
iavour,  Wolsey  was  soon  content  to  rid  himself  of 
his  Toumay  troubles,  especially  where  the  pro- 
fits were  so  small,  with  the  best  grace  he  could ; 
when  he  BO  for  resigned  his  claims  to  his  royal 
benefactor,  that  a  treaty  was  soon  after  entered 
into  with  France  for  the  delivery  of  that  city  and 
bishopric,  as  an  act  of  friendship  previous  tit  a 
family  union,  by  a  marriage  of  the  Princess  Maiy, 
then  an  infant,  with  the  Dauphin  of  France,  yet 
unborn,  but  expected,  as  the  French  Queen  ex- 
hibited symptoms  of  pregnancy — the  result  df 
which  might,  however,  have  beeai  a  daughter 
instead  of  a  dauphin,  in  spite  of  diplomatic  sa- 
gacity. 

By  this  treaty,  Wolsey  gained  much  upon  the 
personal  friendship  of  Fnmds  I. ;  and  he  appears 
to  have  been  equally  a  favourite  with  the  young 
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^wnish  monarch,  who  settled  upon  him  a  pension 
of  3000  livres  per  aimum,  on  the  avowed  princi- 
ple of  being  not  only  a  mark  of  the  great  amity 
and  consideration  which  Charles  had  for  him, 
but  also  in  reward  for  the  good  oflKces  and  ^- 
fectual  pains  which  the  Cardinal  had  taken  in  recent 
n^otiations,  between  him  and  his  royal  uncle  of 
England.  This  grant  was  anaounced  to  Wtdsey 
by  an  aut<^raph  letter  from  King  Charles ;  wh(^ 
in  the  grant,  calls  him  "  our  most  dear  and  special 
freind," 

.  To  a  pension  so  handsomely  presented,  the 
Cardinal  could  not  object ;  indeed,  it  appears  th^ 
he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  refusing  even  smaller 
sums,  as  in  this  present  year  he  also  accepted  a 
pension  (tf  SOO  ducats,  frcnn  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
for  his  services  in  regard  to  that  Duchy. 

But  these  foreign  favours  were  by  no  means 
palatable  to  the  people  of  England,  whose  jealousy 
of  him  was  thereby'  only  the  more  increased,  so 
that  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled  widi  stories  <^ 
his  rapacity  and  profusion,  of  his  betraying  the 
interests  of  his  king  and  country,  for  his  own  pri- 
vate gain ;  and,  in.  short,  little  else  was  noticed 
at  this  moment  but  the  pride  and  insolence  of 
Wols^ ;  whidi  were  depicted  pointedly  and  most 
peculiarly  in  many  instances ;  but  in  none  more 
folly  than  in  what  ia  called  *  a  Character  of  the 

*  Brit.  Mas.  Lamdown,  Col  No.  976.  p.  213- 
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insoleid  Behaviour  of  Cardinal  Woteey,  aa  given 
b^  Thomas  Allen,  Priest  and  Clu^lain  to  the&aii 
c^Shre\«vbiir)'. 

,  "  Plesetlt  your  >Lordshfp  to  UBderataiide  ujion 
MonSay  was  Bennii^t  laste  poste,  I  delivered  your- 
letter  w"*  the  ezaminacyon  to  my  Lord  Cardynall 
at  Guildford,  whence  he  connnanded  .me  to  wait 
<m  faiih  to  ifae  court  I  followed,  him,  and  there 
gaVe  atteiidence,  and  could  have  iio  answer.  Ujxwi 
Friday  last  he  came  from  theuce  to  Hampton 
Court,  where  he  lyeth.  The  morrow  after,  I  be- 
~  soilgUt  his  Grace  I  might  know  his  plesure-^I 
ooilld  have  no  ohswer.  Upm  Monday  last,  as  be 
walked  in  the  parke  at  Hantptoa  Court,  I,be> 
Botght  his  Gb'ace  I  might  knowe.  if  he  wolde  com- 
mand me  anye  serVyce.  He  was  not  content  with 
me  that  I  spoke  to  him.  ,  Bo  that  who  ahall  be  a 
soitQr.  to  hint  may  faure  no  other  busyiiesse  but 
give  attendance  upota  his  plesure.  He  that  rifall 
80  doe,  it  la  needfull  should  be  ai  wyser  man  llian 
I  am.  I  strive  no  nanedy  but  came  w'Ntttt  an? 
Bwere  excq>t  I  #olde  haVe  done  aa  n^  Lord  Da^ 
d*e'fl  servant  ddth,  who  came  with  letters  for  the 
kynge^s  servyce  fivfe  teoneths  since,  and  fH  hath 
no  answere :  and  another  servfint  of  the  Deputy 
of  Calais,  likewyse,  who  c^me  before  the  other  to 
Walsingham,  I  heard  when  he  answered  th6m.  If 
ye  be  not  contente  to  tarry  my  leysure,  departs 
when  ye  will. 

"This  is  tmthe.    I  had  rather  your  Ldebyp 
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wmrniMiBded  me  to  Rome  then  deliT«r  faim  letters, 
and  bring  aoBweis  to  the  same.  When  he  walketh 
in  the  parke,  he  will  suffer  no  servant  to  come 
nygbe  him,  but  onamands  Uiem  awaye  as  far  as 
one  might  shoot  an  arrow." — 

Yet  Sraamus*  in  his  cwfidential  letters,  seems 
to  have  formed  a  very  different  opinion  ctf  Wolsey 
from  the  pt^Hilar  one ;  statisg  his  principal  virtues 
to  be  his  extraordinary  hmnanity  and  moderation* 
his  beneficence  and  «eal  for  the  reformation  c^man- 
necSf  and  the  advanoraient  of  learning;  whilst  his 
alnlities  were  to  be  judged  t^  the  wisdom. and 
rectitude  of  his  administration.  Nay,  Erasmus, 
who  has  never  been  accused  of  flattery,  says  to 
bim  in  a  letter  about  this  period — "  a  very  great 
and  Sfdendid  fortune  is  usually  invidious ;  but  the 
wonderful  fadli^  of  your  manners,  ooBf^cuous 
and  known  to  all  persons,  so  disarms  envy  itself, 
titat  Uiey  do  not  so  much  consider  the  greatness 
of  your  fortune,  as  the  native  goodness  of  your 
'di^osition.''  Yet  Erasmus  afterwards  observed, 
upon  his  fall — "  This  is  the  {day  of  Fortune;  &om 
being  a  achoolmaster,  he  was,  in  a  mannw,  ad- 
vanced to  the  royal  dignity,  for  he  might  mor« 
truly  be  said  to  reign  than  the  king  himself.  He 
was  feared  by  all  persons,  beloved  by  few,  if  by 
any  body." 

Betwera  such  counter  ojnnions  it  is  difficult,  at 
this  late  period,  to  decide;  but,  in  unison  witfi 
public  opinion,  we  are  obliged  to  confess,  that  no 
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sooner  did  Wolsey  find  himself  securely  seated  mi 
the  chancery  bench,  than,  with  an  apparent  little- 
ness of  mind,  prompted  evidently  by  revenge,  and 
still  smarting  under,  perhi^,  a  deserved  lash,  he 
sent  for  Sir  Amyes  Paulet,  who  had  formerly  set 
him  in  the  etodcs  at  Lymington,  abused  him  with 
foul  reproaches,  and  ordered  him  not  to  dare  to 
quit  the  metropolis,  without  a  licence  to  that  pur- 
pose. The  knight,  fearful,  no  doubt,  of  the  sove- 
reign's displeasure,  through  his  &vourite,  sub- 
mitted to  this  decree  for  five  or  six  years,  taking 
up  his  abode  in  the  gate-house  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  which.  Cavendish  says,  "  he  re-edified,  and 
sumptuously  beautified  the  same  all  over  oa  the 
outside,  with  tbe  Cardinal's  arms,  his  hat,  his 
cc^izance  and  badges,  with  other  devices  in  so 
^orious  a  manner,  as  hee  thought  thereby  to  have 
appeased  his  old  displeasure." 

Cavendish  appears  inclined  to  vindicate  this, 
though  he  does  not  venture  to  defend  his  master's 
revenge,  on  the  principle  that  the  punishment  of 
the  stocks  was  absolutely  inflicted  Wrongfully:  but 
he  tallra  of  that  punishment  being  more  of  humour 
tlian  of  justice ;  and  considers  the  whole  affair  as 
a  warning  to  men  in  power. 

Wolaey's  policy  and  good  sense  were  this  year 
hastily  called  into  action  by  a  most  alanniog  riot 
in  the  city  of  London,  which  arose  firom  the  en- 
couragement given  to  foreign  artists  and  trades- 
men, or  as  the  old  Chronicle  says,  "  for  that  ewh 
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immbers  of  etrangers  were  permitted  to  resort 
hitiier  with  tiieir  wares,  and  to  exerdse  handy 
erafis,  to  the  great  hinderance  aad  impoverishing 
of  the  king's  liege  people." 

To  sud)  a  height  did  this  discontent  proceed, 
that  a  brolffir,  John  Lincoln,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
actually  waited  on  Dr.  Standishe,  who  was  to 
preach  the  Sidtal  sermon  in  Eaater  week,  and  re- 
quested him  to  notice,  in  his  discourse,  the  wrongs 
thus  done  to  Englishmen ;  but  Standisfae  refused 
to  accede  to  this  extraordinary  request,  and  Lin- 
coln then  applied  to  Dr.  Bell,  who  was  to  preach 
on  the  Tuesday,  and  persuaded  him  to  read  a  bill 
of  grievances,  which  is  described  as  very  seditious ; 
not  only  showing  to  the  people  that  they,  as  En- 
g^hmen,  ought  to  cherish  and  maintain  them- 
selves, but  also  that  it  was  lawful  to  attack  these 
aliens  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth.     This 

'  sermon  had  its  effect,  and  various  disturbances 
took  place  up  to  the  38th  of  April,  on  which  day 
some  giddy  young  men  set  out  into  the  streets  in 
<»der  to  pick  quarrels  with  the  foreigners,  some 
of  whom  they  struck,  whilst  others  they  forced 
into  the  lunnel.  Good  order  necessarily  required 
the  lord  mayor  to  put  an  end  to  this,  and  some  of 
the  most  active  rioters  were  sent  to  prison ;  but 
peace  was  fiir  &om  being  restored,  for  a  report 
instantly  spread  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 

'  dtizenS'to  day  all  foreigners  on  May-day.  This 
rqnrt  sfwead  so  rapidly  and  so  loud^  that  many 
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of  the  foreignerB  l«ft  town  in  the  greatest  aldna  ; 
and  it  Boon  readied  tbe  court,  where  the  kiiig'a 
oouncil  took  it  into  immedi^ie  consideration.  "WtA- 
sey  immediately  sent  for  the  lord  mayor  and  al- 
dermen, and  fox  several;  oi  the  common  counefl,  to 
whom  he  stated  what  he  had  heard ;  when  the 
lord  mayor,  as  if  ignorant  of  the  matter,  ti^  him 
thp.t  he  doubted  not  but  so  to  govern  the  dty  as 
peace  should  be  observed ; .  to  which  the  Cardinal 
replied  by  advising  him  so  to  do,  and  to  take  good 
heed  that  if  any  riotous  attenjptwere  intended*  hs 
should  with  good  poli(7  prevent  it. 

The  1(H^  mayor  having  returned  into  the  city 
about  four  o'clock  on  May  eve,  when,  if  mischief 
were  intended,  no  time  should  beloet  in  prevent* 
ing  it,  immediately  summoned  a  meeting  at  the 
Guildhall;  butit  was  seven  in  the  eveaiing  before 
the  BssemUy  proceeded  to  business.  Various  opi* 
nifflis  w&e&  then  broached :  some  thought  that  it 
vould.be  .sufficient  to  set  a  substantial,  watch  of 
honest  citiz6n8»  #hich  might  withstand  the  evil- 
doers, if  they. .went  abctut  any  misrule;  whilst 
others  urged  that  the  best  mode  would  be  to  ord« 
every  man  to  ^mt  up  his  doors,  and  to  ke^  hia 
servants  within. 

This  consultation  being  closed  as  spee^iy  as 
po^ible,  the  recorder,  about  eight  o'clock,  was  sent 
to  Wolsey  with  the  opinions  of  the  common  coun- 
cil; and,  he  approving  of  the  second  pn^Msal,  the 
recorder,  accompiuiied  by  Sir  Thom&s  Mor6,.  late 
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under  shetdff,  returned  to  the  Guildhall,  vhen  the 
(^proved  resolution  wa$  itutvitlx  CH*dered  to  be 
put  in  £orce^  .  . 

On  the  same  evening.  Sir  John  Mundy,  one 
of  the  aldermen,  returning  from  his  own  ward, 
through  Chet^Kode,  found  two  young  men  playing 
at  Mord  and  biicklers,  whilst  a  number  of  otl^rfi 
were  lotddng  on.  Id.  fact  Ihe  order  was  Exarcft 
publisfaed,  and  probably  was  not  known  to  these 
people ;  but  Sir  John  ordered  them  to  leive  off; 
and  when  one  of  them  gaked  him  the  reason  why, 
the  ^dcxman  was  about  to  order  him  to  the 
Ccanpter.  This,  however,  was  not  so  easily,  done^ 
for  the  prentices;  then  a  very  fdrmidable  union  ill 
the  aky,  not  Only  resisted  the  caption,  rescuing 
the  prisoner,  but  cried  ollt  "  Prentices !  and  clubs  V. 
96  lustily,  that  prentices  and  duba  rushed  ont 
'froln  ^vtsey  door,  and  obliged  Sir  John  to.fly. 
'  The  crowd  still  increased,  and  about  deven  at 
night  th^  brdce  open  the  Ccanpter,  and  released 
aH  .the  prisoners  already  oonunitted  for  their  ^as^ 
saults  upon  the  foreigners ;  and  soon  after  they 
did  the  same  at  Newgate,  in  spite  of  the  mayor 
tyui  sheriffs,  who  attended  to  make  dne  prodama^ 
tiou.  This  seme  of  riot  and  confusion  lasted  some 
houra,  in  Which  much  damage  was  done<;  but  the 
rioters  about  three  in  the  morning,  having  left  off 
th^  'WoriE  of  destruction,  were  seized  in  detafl 
by  the  rity  pbliee,  find  about  three  hundred  com- 
mitted to  various  prisons.      In  a  few  days  the 
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prisoDOTB  were  tried,  and  Lincoln  and  twetve  others 
adjudged  to  die,  for  which  purpose  ten  gallowses 
were  erected  in  the  most  public  spots  in  the  me- 
tropolis, where  they  were  executed.  On  the  7th 
of  May,  some  others  were  sentenced  to  death,  and 
immediately  drawn  on  hurdles  to  Cheapside,  where 
(Hia  of  the  party,  Lincoln  Shirwiu,  suffered  his 
sentence,  and  the  others  had  the  ropes  about  their 
necks  when  a  respite  arrived,  and  they  were  re- 
manded to  jn-ison. 

The  good  policy  of  this  jnerdfiil  change  cannot 
be  doubted ;  but  Henry  was,  or  af^peared  to  be, 
very  unwilling  to  grant  it :  for,  as  Stowe  affirms, 
it  was  not  determined  on  until  three  queens,  Ka- 
tharine, Queen  of  England,  and  by  her  means, 
Mary,  the  French  Queen  Dowager,  and  Margaret, 
Queen  of  Scots,  the  king's  sister,  then  resident  in 
England,  had,  for  a  long  time  on  their  knees  before 
Henry,  solicited  a  pardon,  "  which,  I^  persuasion 
of  the  Cardinal!  Wolsey,  (witiiout  whose  counoell 
bee  would  thai  doe  nothing)  the  king  granted 
onto  them." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the  18th  of  May,  the 
king  came  to  Westminster  Hall,  where  he  was  re- 
'ceived  by  the  lord  mayor  and  corporation,  when 
the  remainder  of  the  prisoners  w«re  brought  up 
with  halters  round  their  necks  and  ultimately  par- 
doned ;  but  not  until  Wolsey  had  severely  cen- 
sured the  corporation  for  their  n^igence.  The 
pardon  being  pnmounoed,  the  prisoners  shouted 
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and  threw  lip  th^  halters  to  the  roof  of  the  hall; 
then  they  were  dismissed  with  a  severe'  reprooC 
the  gallowses  were  talmn  down,  and  peace  and 
tranquillity  restored. 

Notwithstandiiig  Wolsey's  farmer  emmty  to- 
wards the  King  of  France,  we  have  seen  that  he 
b^an  to  change  his  feelings  or  his  opimons  on 
that  subject  after  considerable  coquetting  with  that 
monarch,  who  sent  him  many  curious  and  vahiable 
presents,  accompanied  by  the  most  flattering  letters, 
in  which  be  copiously  bestowed  upon  bim  the  titles 
of  Lord,  Father,  and  Guardian,  assuring  bim  that 
he  would  not  only  r^;ard  his  advice  as  oracles, 
but  also  reward  his  s^^ces  most  amply.  Francte 
now  conceived  that  he  bad  completely  secured 
Wdsey'a  favour  and  assistance  with  Henry,  and 
therefore  be  directed  his  resident  ambassador  to 
negotiate  privately  with  bim  respecting  the  resti- 
tution of  Tonmay,  already  alluded  to,  and  publicly 
about  an  aUiance  between  England  and  France, 
proposing  to  cement  ihe  peace  and  friendship,  by 
the  union  of  the  infant  Mary,  with  his  own  ex- 
pected son,  tiie  Dauphin. 

As  an  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  Toumay 
formed  part  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  Wolsey 
listened  to  it  willingly,  and  resolved  to  bring  Henry 
over  immediatdy  to  a  change  of  political  feeling ; 
andhismodeandmannerof  this,  as  it  has  been  de- 
scribed, is  too  curious  to  pass  without  notice.  His 
first  step  was  to  take  Henry  in  a  confidential  mo- 
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rnent,  presenting  him  with  some  of  the  moat  cu- 
lions  things  idiich  Franda  had  sent  him.  Whai 
he  perceired  the  king  to  be  thns  put  in  good  hu- 
mour, he  said — "  With  these  things  hath  the  King 
of  France  attempted  to  corrupt  me.  Many  servants 
would  have  concealed  this  fiwm  their  masters;  but 
I  am  resolved  to  deal  openly  witii  your  Grace  w 
all  occasions."  Lest,  however,  that  be  should  go 
too  far,  he  tempered  the  acciwation  by  adding, 
*<  This  attempt,  howevei,  to  Morupt  the  servant, 
is  acertain  proof  of  his  sincere  desire  of  the  friend- 
ship of  the  master." 

It  is  also  stated  that  Henry,  so  ihr  from  beii^ 
offended,  actually  felt  his  vanity  flattered  by  the 
idea  that  he  had  selected  one  so  able  fw  his  mi- 
nister,— one  BO  much  admired  and  Courted  1^ 
other  princes ;  as  was  evinced  by  his  obserfatitHt, 
— **  The  Cardinal  wUl  govern  both*  Francis  and 
me." 

This  was  very  soon  after  verified  when  the  two 
monarchs,  in  regard  to  the'  mutual  amity  and  con- 
fidence established  between  them  by  the  treaty, 
commenced  their  negotiations  for  an  interview, 
which  afterwards  took  place  at  Ardres,  so  noted 
in  l^e  history  of  that  period.  Indeed,  on  this 
occasion,  {henry's  confidence  inlVolaey  was  not 
greater  than  that  of  Francis,  who  is  stated  to  have 
shown,  by  a  very  sensible  and  demonstrative  proof, 
how  much  he  esteemed  the  Carding  and  what 
high  trust  and  confidence  he  reposed  in  his  inte- 
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grity  and  honour :  for  it  appears  that  after  the 
French  and  English  commissioners  in  London 
had  agreed  that  an  interview  should  take  place, 
the  F^nch  king  actually  referred  the  r^ulation 
of  it,  with  respect  to  time,  manner,  and  place,  and 
to  all  other  circumstances  connected  with  it,  to 
WcHsey  himself ;  for  which  purpose  he  sent  hiia 
a  eonunission,  some  time  ofterwuds,  containing 
the  fiilleat  and  most  amjde  powers,  with  ih.e  sole 
reservation  of  a  condition  regarding  ihe  safety*  and 
honour  of  his  person. 

But  the  knowledge  of  this  proposed  interview 
gave  great  uneasiness  to  Charles  of  Spain,  who 
took  an  early  opportunity  of  remonstrating  on  the 
Rubject,  not  only  by  his  ambassadcns  at  the  English 
court,  but  also  by  private  agents  to  Sir  Richard 
Wingfield,  then  governor,  or  deputy,  at  Calais,  in 
order  that  he  might  represent  the  affair  more 
pointedly  to  the  Cardinal,  who  no  sooner  heard  of 
it,  than  effectually  to  remove  all  jealousies  and  sus- 
picious reports,  he  immediately  expluned  the  whole 
a&ir  without  any  disguise,  not  only  what  steps 
the  King  of  England  had  taken  towards  jt,  but 
also  what  the  Flemish  ambassadors  had  done  to 
obstruct  it 

That  the  Flemish  interest  was  very  inimical  to 
Wolsey  upon  this  occasion  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  Lord  of  Chevres,  then  high  in  power, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  Biu^fnndy,  actually  stopped 
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the  King  cS  Spain's  grant  of  pennon  to  him  *, 
when  it  came  to  be  signed  and  sealed  at  Ghent, 
where  it  was  originally  granted..  This  opposition 
front'  the  Flemings  was,  however,  soon  got  over ; 
and  Wolsey,  euzious  to  please  the  Spaziish  mon- 
arch, then  at  Madrid,  persuaded  Heniy  to  confer 
upon  him  the  order  of  the  garter,  which  was  sent 
to  him  in  due  form  by  a  splendid  embassy.  On 
this  occasion  we  have  a  curious  diplomatic  &ct 
in  lett^iB  from  Dr.  Edward  Lee,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Boleyne,  in  whidi  they  earnestly  write  to  Wolsey 
for  CTamp  rings,  or  his  majesty's  hallowed  rings, 
promising  to  dislxibute  them  well,  and  to  the  best 
purposes. 

These  vete  accordingly  despatched  at  the  Car- 
dinal's request ;  indeed  his  wish  iras  now  a  law ; 
and  the  whole  of  Henry's  conduct  towards  him 
seems  to  have  been  a  tissue  of  royal  favours :  for 
on  the  S9th  of  April,  we  find  a  grant  from  the 
king,  to  enable  him  to  confer  letters  patent  of  de- 
nizen under  the  great  seal  t ;  and  shortly  after 
another  grant,  empowering  him  not  only  to  make 
out  all  cong^  d'eUre,  royal  assents,  uid  restitu- 
tions of  temporalities  of  ecclesiastical  dignities, 
from  archbishoprics  down  to  the  lowest  religious 
establishments ;  but  also  to  take  the  homages  and 

*  See  letter  dated  12tli  Mky,  1518,  Brit.  Mas.  Harl.  Coll. 
295. 
t  Rymer's  F(Ed.  xiii.  605,  606. 
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fealty  of  all  penoaa  which  migfat  be  due  to  the 
crown  for  sudi  tempontlities — grants  which  WoU 
aey  could  not  ^1  to  find  faigiily  lucrative,  at  a 
period  when  bribery  was  openly  and  uitbhishing^ 
practised. 

The  political  operations  of  the  Cardinal  left  him 
little  time  for  perstoial  atteutiom  to  alma  mater, 
though  he  still  felt  wunnly  in  the  cause  of  the  piece 
of  his  education,  whenever  he  had  an  of^rtunity 
to  serve  her :  rimunstances,  however,  this  year  led 
him  to  visit  ^e  university  of  Oxford,  about  the 
httter  end  of  Lent ;  for  Henry  and  his  queoi  going 
on  a  pn^ress  to  Abingdon,  he  accompanied  them, 
where,  the  day  of  their  arrival,  a  deputation  was 
sent  to  wait  on  them  in  the  name  of  the  univer- 
sity, which  tke  queen  readily  listened  to,  having 
a  great  desire  to  visit  Oxford,  and  at  the  same 
time  she  requested  Wolsey  to  accompany  her.  Her 
m^esty,  we  are  told,  was  received  with  all  the 
honours  and  expressions  of  joy  that  could  be 
shown  upon  such  an  occasion,  and  which  were 
proper  to  testify  how  much -the  heads  of  houses, 
with  their  whole  train  of  fellows  and  graduatei^ 
tbougbt  the  seat  of  the  Muses  adorned  by  the 
presence  of  so  great  and  excellent  a  princess.  Her 
m^esty's  house  of  reception  was  at  Merton  Col- 
lege, wht3K  she  was  publicly  eutertained  in  the 
hall,  and  which  had  for  several  centuries  been  set 
apart  as  the  inn  or  hotel  for  the  Queens  of  Eng- 
land, whenever  they  should  visit  that  university. 
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.  When  the  amvocation  was  awemUed,  and  the 
congratulatory  addresses  presented,  not, only  tQ 
the  queen,  but  also  to  the  Cardinal,  t^e  latter  an- 
swered in  a  long  speech,  in  which  he  declared  how 
much  he  had  the  interests  of  the  university  at 
heart,  and  faow  desinnis  he  was  to  do  to  it  Qvery 
serrice  in  his  power.  For  this  purpose  he  assured 
them  that  he  particularly  proposed  to  found  eery 
tain  lectures  (afterwards  established),  and  that  he 
wished  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  reducing 
thrar  statutes  into  sfflne  better  fonn  and  order ;  the 
r^ulation  of  whicht  on  account  of  their  c(»ifusitiq 
and  discrepancy,  had  been  for  some  time  past  oont- 
mitted  to  other  persons. 

This  offer  was  at  once  acoepbed;  and  letters 
were  instantly  despatched  to  Archbishop  WarhaiOt 
then  chanoellOT  of  the  university,  to  acquaint  him 
both  with  the  offer  and  its  favourable  acceptance. 
This  was  rather  a  bitter  pill  for  Warham,  espe- 
cially as  prescribed  by  his  enemy  and  rival ;  but, 
after  some  time,  he  was  persuaded  by  the  repeated 
remonstranos  of  the  members  of  the  imiversity  to 
agree  to  it;  and,  in  consequence,  on  the  Ist  of 
June,  a  full  convocation  passed  an  ample  and 
solemn  decree,  that  the  statutes  of  the  university 
should  be  put  into  Wt^bey's  hands,  to  be  corrected, 
r^ormed,  changed,  or  ex^ninged,  as  he  in  his  dis- 
eretiim  should  think  proper. 

This  humility  of  conduct  ai^ean  to  have  even 
l(eai  sorpassed  by  Cambridge,  in  an  act  of  sub- 
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I  in  s  fotler  raaimer  an  abt 
■olste  power  of  lefoniung,  metiiodiBing,  and,  if  he 
should  think  jroper,  of  changing,  nay,  of  destroy* 
ing  all  tiidr  fimner  statutes ;  and  even  after  this 
adxmg  laagoage,  that  university,  complaiiied,  io 
tbs  woids  qf  theor-  grant,  that  they  vonted  ex* 
presaionB  to  denote  the  powers  wherewith  they 
wished  he  might  beinrested,  and  the  ahsohite 
conveyance  of  their  ri^ite  and  privileges  as  an 
**  ineoipondale"  body  to  him ;  lut  with  a  reeerra- 
tion  of  such  distinct  rights  and  .privileges  as  wrae 
pn^ter  to  the  ^  severe  failleges  cf  liiat  university.  . 
Eiddes  amtends  that  .the  grounds  iqKMi  whidi 
the  university  of  Camhridge  proceed  in  this  adi 
dress  to  Wobey  are  sdU  more  gloiious  to  him 
than  even  the  powers  thereby  granted ;  &r  the 
addnesB  desired  that  their  statutes  might  -Ik  mo- 
delled by  his  judgment,  as  by  a  true  and  settled 
standard.  It  fiirtJier  apoloe  «f  him  as  one  wnihy 
a  fecial  Fpovidence.frnm  heaven  for  the  puUic 
benefit  of  mankind,  and  particularly  to  t^  end 
they  might  be  favoured  with  his  patronage  and 
protection.  But  the  address  went  also  further, 
and  it  gave  a  title  to  Wolsey,  of  which  Fiddes, 
himsdf  his  vindicator  and  advocate,  acknowledges 
that  it  "  even  i^»pears  superior  to  that  of  majesty 
from  the  other  univeraity ;  but  the  proper  force  of 
vhidi  cannot,  I  believe,  be  expressed  by  any  word 
of  the  language  wherein  I  write."  Now  the  &ct 
is,  that  the  title  applied  to  him,  and  hy  Cambridge 
ns 
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too,  18  that  of  "  Numen,"  idiich  certainly,  even' if 
it  went  no  further,  meant,  amongst  the  Romans,  a 
protecting  Deity — a  being,  if  not  in  the  first  list 
of  gods,  yrt  above  mortality!  The  passage  albided 
to  is—"  Shall  we  not  by  every  mode  of  intreaty 
implore  the  aid  of  a  Deity  (numinis  opem)  for  the 
restoration  of  our  laws  ?  Shall  we  not  fly  to  this 
altar  of  justice,  to  this  asylum  of  right  ?" 

If  flattery  can  go  further  we  know  not,  but 
folly  di^;  for  these  extraordiluiTy  powers  were 
conceded  to  this  mitred  godt  not  for  a  torm  of 
years,  or  fu-  a  specific  purpose,  bat  for  term  oS 
life,  and  under  such  express  conditions,  that  he 
might  exercise  them  as  often,  in  what  manner, 
and  according  to  what  different  sanctions  he  mi^t 
tiiink  most  convenient  *. 

Subject  to  such  flattery,  endued  with  sucb 
powers,  ecclesiastical  and  dvil,  as  he  now  pos- 
sessed, and  supported  in  the  plenitude  of  his  au- 
thority by  both  king  and  pope,  can  we  wonder  if 
Wolsey,  like  Philip  of  Macedon,  should  be  in  dan- 

*  We  b&Te  not  seen  this  extraordinary  document ;  bnt 
tboBB  who  IiBTe  uiy  doubts  respecting  its  aatbenticity  may 
consnlt  Fiddea's  "  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,"  folio  edition, 
1724,  pp.  184,  165,  particniarly  a  note  in  the  Utter  page,  in 
wkich  the  author  uys,  "  A  copy  of  this  BabnuBsion  was  ooin- 
mnoicated  by  my  very  worthy  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  HoBbln, 
which  tie  found  among  several  original  papers  in  the  posses- 
aion  of  Mr.  Hale  of  Alderley,  in  GlooceMerahirej  it  is  on 
TeHnm,  having  the  cardinal's  arms,  with  bis  cap  painted  at 
tketop." 
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ger  ui  Abetting  that  he  was  a  man  ?  He  must; 
indeed,  have  been  more  than  man  had  he  not,  in 
Sfune  measure,  forgot  himself;  yet  still  we  must 
laugh  at  some  whimsical  circumstancea  vi  i«ide 
and  littleness  which  often  qq>eared.  A  curious 
instance  oi  this  pride  and  ambiUon  took  place  thjs 
year,  in  consectuence  of  the  arriTal  of  Cardinal 
Campeius,  as  ambassador  from  the  pope,  and 
which  afterwards  led,  as  some  writers  assert,  to 
his  own  procuring  of  the  full  l^antine  autho- 
ri^*;  fear  no  sooner  did  he  know  of  the  proposed 
embassy,  and  that  Campeius,  who  was  also  a  le- 
gate de  latere,  would  thus  take  precedence  of  him 
as  a  cardinal,  than  he  srat  an  episcopal  friend,  ao 
oompanied  by  several  learned  doctors,  to  wait  for 
iiim  at  Calais,  as  if  to  do  him  honour  by  a  wel- 
come, bnt  really  to  persuade  him,  that  if  he  wished 
to  meet  with  success  in  his  embassy,  he  must  send 
post  to  Rome,  in  order  not  only  to  have  the  le- 
i;antiue  authority  conferred  upon  Wolsey,  but  also 
to  have  the  latter  joined  in  the  general  diplomatic 
commission. 
This  representation  had  its  expected  effect  upcm 

*  lltere  is  great  confuion  and  diBcrqwney  in  the  date* 
of  his  appoiatment  to  the  tegantioe  authority.  Sone  fix  it 
cotemporary  with  his  cardinalate,  and  record,  as  we  have  done, 
hia  exercise  of  that  authority  previoas  to  the  arriral  of  Cam- 
pdns,  whilst  others  agree  with  the  date  of  the  anecdote,  lliis 
■rach  ia  certain,  that  the  legantine  grant  waa  at  Ant  only 
tMq>Mvy,  and  not  fw  life,  as  otben  bad  it. 
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Canipeiii^,  who  took  the  steps  necesBaiT  for  its 
execution,  so  that  the  affair  waB  settled  at  Rome, 
hot  without  suspicion  rf  large  bribes,  and  the  bull 
brought  to  Calus  in  the  coafse  of  seven  weeks : 
where  Camprius  and  fais  train  waited  for  it,  and 
where  their  poverty  and  shabbiness  vftre  so  ap- 
patent,  that  Wolsey  sent  a  quantity  of  red  doth 
over  for  thdr  new  clothing. 

Thus  refitted,  tile  whole  party  crossed  over,  And 
procMded  towards  the  metropolis,  being  received 
at  every  town  with  great  ceremony,  and  accom- 
panied from  stage  to  stage  by  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  ^ch  vicinity.  On  arriving  at  Black- 
heath,  Csmpeiufl  waB  taet  by  the  Duke  <tf  Norfolk, 
accranpanied  t^  an  immense  train  of  bishops, 
knights,  and  gentlemen,  all  dad  in  the  richest  ai^- 
parel ;'  and  by  them  he  was  oitertained  in  a  rich 
tent  of  cloth  of  gold,  where  he  attired  himself 
in  bis  cardlnaTs  robe,  edged  with  ermine ;  tlxn 
mounting  his  mule,  set  off  in  full  procession  for 
London. 

In  those  processions  it  was  cusUHnaTy  fw  great 
men  to  be  accompanied  by  nnde^  or  boree^  laden 
with  rich  furniture,  and  even  with  treasure ;  but 
Campeius  travelled  with  such  apparent  pover^, 
that  Wolsejr  was  actually  ashamed  of  the  appear- 
ance which  he  would  make  in  passing  through  the 
public  streets :  and,  therefore,  on  the  ni^t  pre- 
vious to  the  public  entry,  knowing  that  the  muks 
of  the  Italian  only  amounted  to  el^t  in  number* 
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he  seat  faiin  a  dcnen  othen,  ia&ea  with  ooflferv 
covered  with  red  <loA,  bnt  empty.  This  deeep^ 
titm  passed  on  T«y  well  until  their  arrlTol  in 
Cheapeide,  when  one  of  the  mulea  hroke  firom  its 
keeper,  threw  <^  its  own  chests,  whidi  burst  open 
in  the  &]!«  and  made  two  or  tiiree  of  tiie  other 
innles  turn  restive  and  do  the  same ;  but  the  de- 
rision of  the  piqralace  was  violent  in  the  extreme, 
when  they  saw  that  "  ont  of  some  feU  olde  hosen, 
bn^en  shoen,  and  roasted  flesdie,  peees  of  bread, 
eggea,  and  muche  vile  baggage :  at  vrttidie  sigfita 
the  boyes  oyed,  '  See !  see,  my  Lord  L^;ate*s  trea- 
sure;' and  so  the  muleteers  wei*e  adiemed,  and 
tooke  up  all  their  stuffb,  and  passed  loTtbe." 

Bnt  other  folks  might  have  been  at^amed  also, 
kit  previous  to  this  the  prooessicm  had  been  jtMued 
hy  the  whole  body  of  London  clergy,  with  crosses, 
erasers,  and  copes,  who  censed  Campdus  with  aH 
due  solannlty,  whilst  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men, common  council,  and  all  the  trades  and  oc- 
cupations of  the  city,  lined  the  streets  in  thdr 
best  liveries,  with  every  possiUe  CCT»Dony  to  do 
him  honour. 

No  sooner  had  he  recovered  in  some  d^ree 
from  ihe  disastrous  disclosure,  than  he  found  a 
number  of  bishops,  in  mitres  and  foil  canonicals, 
ready  to  receive  him  beneath  a  superb  canopy, 
under  which  he  entered  the  church,  the  canopy 
itself  being  instantly  claimed  by  his  servants  as 
their  fee.     After  the  papistical  oerranony  of  the 
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Mieriiig,  he  bestowed  his  benediction  on  t^e  pet^  * 
and,  again  mounting  his  mule,  pioeeeded  to  Batk< 
place,  where  he  was  lodged  with  all  his  train, 
being  there  also  first  weletuned  by  Wolsey,  who 
thus  kept  .up  the  appearance  of  royal  authority 
over  his  fellow-cardinal,  from  whom  he  now  rfr< 
celved  several  bulls  granted  to  him  by  the  poga, 
particularly  one  which  gave  him  the  poww  of 
visiting  the  mona^erles,  in  CMumission  witib  Cam- 
peiua,  who  also  showed  him  the  powers  he  had 
from  the  pope  to  enforce  the  bull  *,  whicb  granted 
to  Wolsey  the  tenths  of  all  the  revenues  of  the 
prelates.  &c  throughout  the  kingdom. . 

Here  we  may  rectnrd  a  qtedmen  of  uod^haiid 
deling,  of  which  the  Cardinal,  in  a  political  pmnt 
of  view,  has  oiten  been  aanised>  and  which  is  even 
granted  l»y  his  apologist,  ^wfao  acknowledges  that 
Wolsey,  thinking  himself  capaUe  without  aa 
associate  of  being  visiter  of  the  monasteries,  ev^ 
while  Campeiua  remained  in  England,  sent  Dr. 
John  Clarke  to  Rome,  to  request  from  the  po[e 
that  the  whole  power,  as  to  that  article,  mi^t  bs 
tranderred  upon  himself.  This,  as  Lord  Herbert 
says,  was  done  by  the  king's  command ;  but  diat 
command  could  uily  follow  Wolsey's  wishes: 
Clarke,  however,  wliether  sanctioned  by  the  royal 
authority  or  not,  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  th« 
business,  as  Fiddes  expressly  states,  that  the  car* 

*  Kymer,  FcM,  xir.  599. 
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disal,  Canpeius  being  now  revoked,  obtained  a 
buU,  wbereby  be  was  enabled  to  viait  not  only  ' 
nMwastenes  snd  all  the  dergy  of  SiBf^aad,  but  to 
dispense  witb  the  laws  of  the  church  for  the  tenn 
of  a  year  ensuing  the  date  of  his  aunniiesion. 

But  titese  letter  erenta  took  plaee  posterior  to 
the  time  c^  wbidi  we  write ;  we  shall,  thanfbr^ 
resume  the  order  of  our  narrative  in  stating,  tint 
Sunday  seems  to  have  been  a  da.y  generally  dedi- 
cated to  court  oeremoniM  at  this  period ;  and  ae- 
cor^n^y,  (xa  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  arrival  of 
Campeaus^  Wcisey  and  be,  in  thor  state  ba^es, 
set  off  for  tbe  court  at  Gtreenwidi,  each  of  them 
-  having  their  crosses  deplayed,  also  two  lallais  of 
silver,  two  small  axes  gilt,  two  dbak  bags  em^ 
brcHdered,  and  tbeir  car^nal's  bats  earned  before 
tiian.  On  entering  the  royal  ball,  Wots^  took 
the  rig^t  or  uj^ter  hand  of  Campeius,  aad  tbere 
they  w»e  met  by  the  king  in  full  courtly  stat^ 
and  received  as  if  both  bad  come  fnmi  lUnue;  so 
jfaknis  was  Wolsey  of  admitting  even  the  slightest 
distinction  in  which  be  did  not  partake.  His  ma^ 
jesty  now  led  the  way  towards  the  presence  cham- 
ber, when  an  Italian  in  the  traia  made  a  long  ora- 
tioa,  stating  the  object  of  the  embassy  to  be  two- 
fold ;  osie  for  aid  of  the  Christian  church  again^ 
the  Turks,  who  were  then  very  troublesome  to 
£un^>e»  the  other  for  the  reformation  of  the  clergy. 
High  mass  was  then  celebrated,  after  which  the 
two  cardinals  were  ushered  to  a.  chamber,  where 
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tii&y  dined  in  great  state,  being  served  by  lordS' 
and  knif^U :  and  this  over,  Aey  took  leave  of  the 
kin^,  "  mouDted  their  mnlee,  and  so  rode  away" 
all  through  the  dty,  "  in  greate  pompe  and  glory 
to  their  lodgynges." 

With  respect  to  the  firat  point  allnded  to,  aid 
against  the  Turks,  there  appears  to  have  been  just 
oanse  for  alarm,  as  Selim,  the  Turldsh  emperor, 
had  recently  subdued  the  Sultan  of  Egypt ;  and 
had  thus,  1^  the  annexation  of  that  powerful  em- 
pire to  his  own  already  powerfiil  dominions,  ren- 
dered himself  very  formidable  to  the  princes  of 
Europe.  The  African  Corsairs  had  also  recently 
inade  several  incursions  upon  the  Itidicm  coasts, ' 
from  whence  they  had  carried  off  the  inhalHtants 
of  whole  villages,  and  even  towns,  into  slavery ; 
So  that  the  pope,  unable  to  ddfend  hlnwelf,  had 
DO  other  policy  to  pursue  than  to  persuade  the 
European  princes  to  unite  against  the  enemies  of 
Christendom. 

To  gain  over  Henry  to  this  confederacy  was  an 
vh^ect  of  the  first  importance,  and  therefore  the 
pope  joined  Wolsey  in  commission  with  Campeins, 
signifying  to  him  by  a  prii'ate  commnnication, 
that'  notwithstanding  the  confidence  which  he  had 
M  the  conduct  and  abilities  <ii  the  latter,  yet  know- 
ing the  Cardinal's  great  weight  and  authority  at 
court,  tatA  that  he  was  able  effectually  to  advise 
or  dissuade  any  diin^,  he  had  especially  required 
Ids  assistance,  in  order  to  aMtductand to fiBcititate 
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the  n^otiation  on  foot ;  and  had,  therefore,  con* 
stitated  and  deputed  him,  "  as  an  angel  of  peace," 
to  transact  it  with  an  equal  share  of  power  and 
aodiority  with  his  own  ambassador. 

At  first,  Henry  listened  with  complacency,  and 
even  entiiueiasm,  to  this  negotiation;  but  ob- 
serving that  other  princes,  in  joining  the  proposed 
confederacy,  were  more  intent  upon  their  own  in- 
terests than  the  welfare  <^  Christendom,  he  soon 
dropped  all  connexion  with  Jt,  and  the  whole  affair 
fell  to  the  ground;  particularly  after  the  deaA 
of  the  watlike  Selim  had,  in  adme  measure,  neu- 
tralised the  fears  of  Europe. 

'  But  amongst  the  extraordinary  powers  granted 
to  Wolsey,  in  conjunction  with  Canapeins,  was  one 
most  extraordinary ;  that  whenever  either  of  them 
should  celebrate  mass  before  the  king  or  queen, 
th^  should  then  have  power  to  dedare  plenary 
remission  of  sins  to  all  persons  of  both  sexes  that 
Were  penitent  or  had  confessed,  or  who  might  be 
in  a  tme  and  sincere  disposition  to  confess,  pro- 
vided they  were  present  at  the  solemnity,  at  least 
when  the  benediction  should  be  prouonnced.  Tlie 
intention  of  this  was  supposed  to  be,  to  create  a 
greater  personal  veneration  for  the  two  cardinals, 
by  whose  mouth  the  absolution  was  to  be  spoken ; 
the  **  plenary  remission"  signifying,  in  the  shape 
of  an  indulgence,  the  condition  upon  which  God 
doth  pardon  the  sinner,  and  ratify  the  sentence  of 
the  priest !    But,  p^haps,  the  most  extraordinaiy 
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part  of  the  buainesB  is,  that  Fiddes,  a  ProtcBiant 
cleigyman,  a  cbafdaiu  to  the  then  Earl  vi  OxScad 
(the  famous  Harlef)  should  dedicate  a  page  to  the 
vindication  oi  "  ^eoary  renuBsioD,"  as  if  the  ceie- 
mony  of  absolution  in  our  own  rubric  required  it 
: — a  ceremony  which,  in  its  very  form,  marks  the 
important  difference  and  vital  distinctioa  between 
iProtestant  and  popish  absolution. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  bustle,  Wolsey  must,  in- 
deed, have  been  actively  employed ;  bur  on  the  31st 
of  July,  the  French  appointment  of  embassy  took 
place,  which  was  to  u^otiate  a  perpetual  peace,  to 
settle  the  restoration  of  Toumay,  in  lieu  of  which 
Frauds  offered  a  pension  of  12,000  livres,  and  to 
arrange,  not  only  the  treaty  of  marriage  betwera 
the  Dauphin  of  France  and  the  infant  princess, 
but  also  whatever  might  be  necessary  for  the  ex- 
pected meeting  at  Ardres. 

Soon  after  this  the  see  of  BaUi  and  Wells 
became  vacant,  by  the  dqtrivation  of  Cardinal 
Hadrian,  who  had  ejxited  the  jealousy  (^  the  p(^ ; 
and  Henry  scrupled  not  to  ask  it  for  his  favourite 
frixn  Pope  ZiOO.  It  was  speedily  granted;  and 
Wolsey  not  only  received  the  temporalities  bom 
the  king  on  the  28th  of  August,  but  had  also  a 
grant  of  the  abbacy  of  St  Alban's.  The  latter 
grant  has,  however,  by  some  been  fixed  at  an 
earlier  period ;  and  Browne  Willis  thinks  it  must 
have  been  made  in  1516,  thou^  the  temptvalitieQ 
weie  not  given  iq>  until  IfiSl. 
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Along  witii  Bath  and  Wells,  ^e  Caidinal  mxm 
bad  the  administration  of  the  sees  of  Worcester 
and  Hereford  granted  to  him  hy  the  pope ;  but  it 
is  to  be  observed,  that  these  bishoprics  were  only 
held  in  conunendem,  or  in  farm,  being  already  pos- 
sessed by  foreigners,  ivho,  it  is  said,  were  per- 
mitted by  Wolsey  to  adopt  nonresidence,  but  com- 
pounding with  him  for  .such  indulgoice  by  a  share,- 
the  lion's  share  too,  in  the  revenues. 

These  grants,  however,  altbough  ostensibly  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  pope,  were  the  result  oi 
his  n^al  master's  kindness — a  shower  of  favours 
w^  described  by  our  own  immortal  poet  in  his 
play  of  Henry  VIII. 

"  K,  Ren.  Hbvc  I  not  mode  you 

Ute  prime  man  of  the  itate }  I  pray  you,  tell  me. 
If  what  I  wow  pronounce,  yon  have  found  trae  '. 
And  if  yon  may  confess  it,  say  withal. 
If  you  are  bound  to  us,  or  no.     What  say  yon  : 

WfH.  My  sovereign,  I  confess,  your  royal  graces 
Shower'd  on  me  daily,  hare  been  more  than  conid 
Hy  Btadied  pnrpoacB  requite  i  which  went 
Beyond  all  man's  endeavours: — my  endeavonrs 
Have  ever  come  too  short  of  my  desires. 
Yet  fill'd  with  my  abilities:  mine  own  ends 
Have  been  mine  so,  that  evermore  they  pointed 
To  the  good  of  your  most  sacred  person,  and 
The  profit  of  the  state.     For  yoar  great  graces 
Heap'd  apon  me,  poor  undeserver,  I    . 
Can  nothing  render  but  allegiant  thanks; 
My  prayers  to  heaven  for  yon ;  my  loyalty. 
Which  ever  has,  and  ever  shall  be  growing, 
fin  death,  that  winto-,  kill  it." 
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But  libese  fiivoars  were  not  ODDfined  to  Heuiy 
alone,  otha  ouHiardiB  offered  ^eir  tributes  of 
gratitude,  pArticularly  the  King  o£  Spain,  who,  in 
A  letter  of  the  17th  (^  Septenib«-,  thanks  the 
Lord  Cardinal  WplBey,  for  Mb  loviii^  letter  and 
good  advice,  which  he  wm  reserved  to  follow.  It 
must  be  remarked,  that  the  affairs  of  the  jroung 
l^pemah  monarch  were,  aa  yet;  in  a  very  unsettled 
state.  Castile  and  Arragou  were  his  hy  inherit- 
ance, but  his  r^al  power  was  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged by  the  other  provinces  of  the  Peninsula. 
:  Court  fHes,  aa  well  as  politics,  now  courted  tiie 
Cardinal's  attenticm;  for  the  French  embassy  being 
arrived,  he  introduced  them  to  the  king  at  Green- 
wich, on  the  23d  of  September.  This  embasey, 
expressly  designed  by  Francis  to  gratify  the  vanity 
of  Henry  and  his  clerical  &iend,  was  the  most 
splendid  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy ;  for  it  con- 
sisted oi  a  brilliant  train  of  the  gayest  lords  and 
ladies  of  France,  accompanied  by  twelve  hundred 
oflScers,  guards,  and  servants. 

Though  apparently  designed  for  show,  yet  it 
contained  men  well  fitted  for  political  business; 
between  whom  and  Wolsey  matters  were  soon  so 
for  arranged,  that  on  the  Sd  of  October  a  treaty 
was  concluded  with  France  for  mutual  suppwt  in 
case  of  rupture  with  the  empire,  and  to  anticipate 
the  evil  consequences  of  the  expa:;ted  election  of 
Charles  of  Spain  to  the  situation  of  heir  apparent 
(or  emperra*  elect)  to  that  dignity :  and  Charles 
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was  eridfifitiy  snrare>of  this,  m  appean  from  ida 
eondttct  ui  rq;axd  to  Toumay*  «  strong  fortress, 
if  in  the  handa  <£  the  Fr^ch,  to  goard  against 
inrauon ;  fw  it  is  stated,  that  ia  e^iectaticHi  of 
its  restoration  to  France,  tbe  Spanish  ambaaaador 
actually  offered  to  Wolsey  a  bribe,  or  douceur,  of 
one  Imndred  thousand  crowns,  if  he  would  canse 
tbe  citadel  to  be  dca&oUahed  beforehand.  Thia, 
however,  the  Cardinal  dedined  oetoisihly,  as  being 
contrary  to  articles  and  to  good  faith ;  but  more 
particularly  because  it  was  his  polii^  now  to  court 
Francis,  as  most  lilrely  to  aid  him  mi  the  next 
papal  vacancy. 

Though  so  deeply  ^igaged  in  foreign  politics, 
Wtdsey  did  not  lose  sight  <^  the  good  things  at 
homti;  for  we  find,  that  in  October  he  recraTed 
the  royal  grant  of  the  officeof  bailiff  of  the  honour 
or  lordship  of  Cheshunt  in  Hertfordshire,  with 
^e  place  of  park-keeper  of  Brantingisley,  in  that 
lordship.  What  object  he  could  have  in  view  in 
obtaining  this  grant,  it  is  difficult  to  conodve ;  for 
all  ite  iq^iarent  foofits  were  from  the  herbage  t^ 
the  park,  and  the  garden  bekniging  to  it;  the 
grant  too  was  for  U&.  It  ki  equally  difficult  to 
imagine  what  profits — ^l^;al  profits  ^t  least— could 
result  from  a  grant  in  November,  of  the  custody 
oi  all  things  belonging  to  John  Broughton,  Bsq^ 
then  defunct 

It  would  be  unfiur,  at  this  distant  period,  to 
affix  ckargm  of  int^vstcd  and  improper  motives 
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npon  the  dead ;  yet  a  plain  man,  howevet  skilled 
in  the  manners  and  cnstonra  of  that  day,  must  still 
feel  at  a  loss  to  perceive  any  honest  and  lawful 
advantages  that  could  accrue  from  either  grant. 

Yet  Wolsey  was  not  all  for  himself  even  then ; 
for  the  foundation  of  the  Collie  of  Physicians  hy 
Heairy,  in  this  year,  1S18,  was  principally  at  his 
instigation,  as  the  king  himself  expressly  states  in 
the  preamble  to  the  original  charter,  speaking  of 
the  Cardinal  as  one  by  whose  advice,  in  unison 
with  other  eminent  persons,  he  had  been  incited 
to  that  work. 

Still  did  public  and  private  jealousy  exist  against 
him,  nor  is  it  surprising,  if  we  give  credit  to  that 
writer  who  says,  that  no  sooner  did  W(dsey  find 
himself  securely  fixed  in  the  legantine  power,  than 
of  his  own  accord,  and  by  virtue  of  his  sacerdotal 
pre-eminenix,  he  even  dared  to  exercise  the  papal 
authority  without  the  royal  license.  He  first  set  up 
a  court,  which  he  called  the  L^;ate's  Court,  who-e 
he  proved  testaments,  as  in  the  Prerogative  CMSoe, 
and  also  heard  general  ecclesiastical  causes,  to  the 
great  annoyance  tmd  injury  of  the  bishope.  Nay, 
he  visited  the  bishops,  in  his  visitations,  as  well 
as  t^e  inferior  clergy,  without  regarding  whether 
they  were  exempt  or  not ;  and  it  was  loudly  as- 
serted that  his  visitations  were  nothing  better  than 
a  system  d  plunder,  where,  under  pretence  of  rfr* 
formation,  he  made  himself  master  of  much  trea- 
sure, whilst  his  proposed  rdionas  only  produced 
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gi^eater  mischief.  It  is  also  etated,  that  in  oocuie- 
quence  of  his  example,  aot  only  priests,  but  all 
persons  connected  wiUt  the  church,  grew  so  proud 
that  th^  could  wear  nothing  but  sillu  and  relvets, 
whether  in  gowns,  jaclcets,  doubleta,  or  slioea ;  «» 
Tidous,  tiiat  they  lived  in  opm  iucontinmce ;  and 
BO  insoleait,  upon  the  assumption  of  his  authority 
toA  Acuities,  that  no  one  dared  to  reprove  or  to' 
oppose  them,  "  for  feue  to  be  called  heretique, 
and  then  thei  would  make  hym  smoke  or  bare  a 
£aggot ;"  alluding  to  the  custtxu  of  forcing  all  sus- 
pected heretics,  especially  those  of  the  reformed 
religion  then  spreading,  to  wear  the  picture  of  a 
&ggot  on  their  sleeve,  an  emblem  which  was 
downr^t  ruin,  not  only  exposing  those  who  wore 
it  to  the  oontumety  and  malignity  of  the  Catholics, 
but  also  preventing  any  person  from  daring  to 
deal  with  €tr  employ  them. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  surpdsing  that  the  igmwaot 
and  bigoted  priesthood  of  that  day  should  have 
conodered  the  Cardinal  as  the  first  man  in  the 
kingdom,  and  the  royal  and  civil  to  be  subordinate 
to  the  sacerdotal  power ;  for  Wolsey  himself  wa» 
80  elated,  as  to  believe  that  he  was  at  least  equal 
to  the  kfaig — nay,  bo  far  did  he  go  in  the  usurpa- 
tion of  more  than  royal  state,  that  after  performing 
miss,  he  obliged  not  only  earls,  but  even  dukes,  t9 
•erve  him  with  wine,  to  hold  hie  n^dda,  and  to 
present  the  basin  at  the  lavatories. 

Need  we  be  mrprised  then,  as  the  old  dirpniclep 
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tell  us,  that  "  thus  the  pride  and  ambidon  of  the 
Caidinall  and  clergie  Tras  ho  highe,  y'  in  maner 
all  good  persons  aUiorred  and  disdeined  it !" 

That  the  possession  of  so  much  power  as  Wol- 
sejr  held  should  excite  personal  jealousies,  as  well 
as  public  clamour,  might  well  be  expected;  bat 
he  seems  to  have  cared  little  about  it,  and  to  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  increasing  his  authority: 
for  it  is  a  drcumstance  not  generally  known  of 
WoIb^,  that  all  the  places  he  held  w^e  not  suf- 
ficient for  his  ambition,  and  he  was  anxious  to 
have  the  office  of  Lord  High  Constable  of  En^aod 
made  permanent,  and  in  his  own  person.  The 
foct  is  stated  expressly  in  a  MS.  Life  t^  Sir 
Thomas  More,  in  the  Lambeth  library,  and  pub- 
lished by  Bean  WordswortiiK  in  the  second  volume 
of  his  very  interesting  Ecclesiastical  Biography. 
This  MS.  Bays,  that  very  socm  after  ^  Thomas 
More  Was  called  to  the  privy  coundt,  Wdeey,  who 
was  then  the  lord  president,  proposed  the  restora- 
tion and  permanence  of  the  office  in  question,  as 
a  thing  very  expedient.  After  he  had  urged  the 
question,  repeating  all  his  ai^uments  in  its  favour, 
the  members  of  the  council  seemed  disposed  to 
adopt  the  measure ;  but  More  thought  otherwise ; 
and  though  single  in  his  opposition,  said  at  once 
that  he  thought  it  an  unmeet  proposal,  giving 
many  reasons  in  support  of  his  opinion.  The 
council,  in  geaeTvi,  were  mudi  ofiended  with  wbat 
they  thought  a  too  fcNnrard  interfezence  iiu  so 
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young  a  member,  and  one  whose  rank  in  life  was 
the  lowest  of  that  assembly;  and  Wolsey  himself 
was  so  displeased,  as  to  consider  himself  injured 
«by  More,  whom  he  addressed  in  terms  not  very  re- 
markable for  their  politeness,  however  they  might 
be  for  their  apparent  bittemeBS :  *'  Are  you  not 
ashamed.  Master  More,  so  much  to  esteeme  of  your 
wisdmn,  as  to  think  us  all  fools,  and  set  here  to 
keep  geese ;  and  you  only  wise,  and  set  to  govern 
En^and  ?  Now,  by  my  troth,  thou  showest  thy- 
self a  very  proud  man,  and  a  more  foolish  coun- 
seUor." 

But  More  was  not  abated  with  the  intended 
rebuke,  "  and  answered  him  accordii^  to  his  dis- 
position in  this  merrie,  yet  wittie  sort :  '  Our  Lord 
be  blessed  (quoth  he),  that  my  sovereign  leage  hath 
but  (Hie  fool  in  so  ample  a  senate'—'and  not  a 
wwde  more.    The  Cardinal's  drift  was  all  dasht." 

The  exact  date  <^  this  anecdote  we  cannot  ascer- 
tain, but  it  was  between  1516  and  1518,  and  with 
it  we  close  this  fourth  section. 
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1619—1521. 

Deitli  of  the  Emperor — Political  AmagenieBU— Hesry'a 
Arabitton  uid  DiaappoiiitmoBt— Snrrcndv  at  Tonruy — 
PreparatioDS  for  the  Meeting  at  Aidrei — Royal  Confidenoe 
in  WoUe; — Politics  at  Rome— Extraordinary  Coincidence' 
of  three  Cardinals  mling  Europe — Wolsey's  Conduct  in 
R^ard  to  the  Reformation — His  illegal  Proopedingi  in  the 
Legantine Court — Anecdote  of  Ueiiry,u)dArchbiahop War- 
ham — Chaagei  in  the  Royal  Houehold— Wolaey'i  Hoato- 
keeping— Anecdotes  of  Wobey  and  Eraamna — Lectoiet 
founded  at  Oxford— Affair  of  the  Duhe  of  Bnchingbam— 
Foreign  Pensions — Visit  of  the  Emperor — Champ  d'  Or  at 
Ardres — Courtly  and  diiTslrona  Anecdotes — Viait  to  tbt 
Emperor— Clamour  againat  the  Cardinal — ^Wolsey'  s  Poven 
extended  by  the  Pope — Whimsical  Anecdote  of  the  Ki^ 
and  Bishop  of  Dnrhaai-— Wobey 's  Attendance  at  Conrt— 
Embassy  to  Bruges — Political  Objects — Anecdotes — Desth 
of  Pope  Leo — Disappointment  of  Wolsey's  Ambition- 
Henry  and  Anne  Boteyn— Plana  against  Qneen  Katharine, 

&C&C. 

We  commence  this  section,  and  the  year  1519. 
with  an  event  important  to  the  affairs  of  Europe 
— the  death  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  whidi 
touk  place  on  the  ISth  of  January.  On  thie  oc- 
casion the  French  and  Spanish  monarchs  both 
declared  themselves  candidates  for  the  imperial 
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tiofwa  i  but  in  this,  CSiarles  had  the  Eidyatitage 
of  httviag  been  elected  Kii^  of  the  RomsuB  eome 
time  before.  The  pope,  however,  it  has  been 
stated,  was  not  Savoorable  to  either  of  them ;  and, 
wishing  rather  to  see  some  German  prince,  or  even 
Henr^  of  England,  himself,  chosen  to  that  high 
office,  took  private  measures  accordingly.  Henrjr's 
ambituHi  was  thus  suddenly  roused ;  and  he  sent 
Dr.  Pace  into  Oermany  to  sound  the  electors  on 
^the  subject  i  but  Pace  found  the  ground  onnpletely 
pre-occu{ried  by  the  two  royal  candidates  already 
named,  and  Henry  with  sound  sense,  and  good  po- 
licy, gave  up  his  object,  determining  to  bestow  his 
asfdstanoe  and  inflneace  on  Frauds,  in  preference 
to  his  own  nephew. 

That  Wolsey  was  the  secret  mainspring  on  this 
occasion  cannot  be  doubted;  and  that  Francis  had 
engaged  him  to  his  interests  is  well  known,  btea 
lekten  stUl  extant,  by  which  the  Froich  monarch 
iqi(>ears  to  have  ofibred  to  him,  without  disguise, 
and  in  the  most  direct  terms,  his  assistance  towards 
obtaining  ihe  papal  throne.  Francis- even  went  so 
&r  as  to  desire  Sir  Thomas  Boleyn  to  speak  to  Wol- 
sey on  the  subject,  promising  to  him  that  fourteen 
oi  his  brother  cardinals,  and  the  whole  House  of 
Ursini,  then  predcnninant  in  papal  politics,  would 
stand  forward  to  support  his  claims.  Francis  at 
the  same  time  hinted,  in  a  delicate  way,  to  the  am- 
bitioDB  Cardinal,  that  the  Kings  of  England  and 
fVuice  could  not  only  make  pi^iKs,  but  emperois/ 
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also,  if  they-  tliougbt  fit ;  yet  guardodly  iasi- 
ntiatiog  that  nothing  btU  the  great  trust  he  put  in, 
the  English  monardi,  and  his  friendship  £(«'  that 
monarefa'a  favourite,  could  indu(x  him  to  put  the 
papal  authority  into  the  hands  of  an  Englishman. 

During  these  n^fotiations  Ute  d^  of  Toum^ 
was  delivered  up  to  Uie  French*  on  the  10th]^of 
FetKVarjr,  agreeable  to  the  treaty  recently  mtered 
into;  the  Eaii  of  Worcester,  grrat  chamberlain  to 
the  king,  being  the  commisBioner  appointed  in  that 
business :  and  on  this  oocasion  Wolsey  displayed 
his  usual  perspicuity,  and  strict  attention  to  eco- 
nomy; for  he  previously  appointed  agents  to  sell  ^ 
off  all  the  royal  propaiy  on  the  spot,  eqwdally 
all  provision  made  of  materials  for  the  king's 
buildings,  consisting  of  stone,  lime,  and  timber,  for 
the  repair  and  enla^ement  of  the  citadel,  also  the 
provisions  collected  for  the  victualling  of.  it.  He 
further  directed  that  all  the  vagabonds,  or  other 
idle  persons,  who  had  no  certsiu'  occupation  or 
settlement,  should  be  sent  ont  of  the  town,  and 
that  every  man  should  pay  his  debts — a  measure 
of  strict  justice  too  little  attended  to  at  that  period. 

It  was  on  the  23d  of  February  that  the  French 
king  signed  the  commission,  already  noticed,giving 
full  powers  to  the  Cardinal  to  act  as  his  plenipo- 
tratiary,  and  to  bind  him  by  those  acts,  in  all  the 
arrangements  for  the  meeting  of  the  two  monarc4is 
at  Ardres ;  yet,  althou^  it  had  been  promised  and 
expbcted,  nay  in  some  measure  acted  uptm,  Wotaey 
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ibaa^bA  it  becoming  his  humili^  to  refuse  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  powers  thufi  granted  to  liini,  until 
he  should  have  Henry's  consent  and  licence  for 
that  purpose.  The  partial  monardi  considering 
this  as  a  new  proof  of  the  singular  fidelity  and 
obedience  which  Wolaey  bore  towitfdB  him,  in- 
stantly audiorised  him  to  accept  the  conunisBioD 
thus  (^ered ;  and,  as  Wolsey  no  doubt  expected 
would  be  the  ^result  of  his  political  finesse,  actually 
conferred  upon  him  the  same  powers  in  r^ard  to 
himself  and  to  the  same  extent  as  giaated  1^  the 
fVendi  king. 

The  political  negotiatifms  in  Germany  were  still 
going  <ni :  in  June  the  cmferences  of  the  elect<H:8 
began,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  moath  Qiarlea  V. 
was  declared  Emperor  of  Gtermany. 

Amidst  all  these  potitical  manceuvres,  Wolsey 
still  contrived  to  keep  up  his  interest  at  the  ooBit 
of  Bome ;  and,  accordmgly,  we  find  that  on  the  tA 
of  August  (some  accounts  make  it  a  year  earlier) 
the  bull  was  signed  for  the  deprivation  of  Adrian 
BidK^  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  for  the  confinna- 
tion  of  the  Cardinal  himself  in  the  auperint^ideaiCQ 
aod  emoluments  of  that  see. 

Indeed,  Wolsey's  personal  interest  appears  to 
have  been  very  great,  at  this  m<nnent,with  Cardinal 
Bembo,  the  pope's  prime  minister ;  and  if  we  add 
to  than  CardimU  Ximenes,  then  minister  in  Spain, 
we  may  say  th^  three  <^fHinnlH  then  governed 
Hut  world.     It  is  true  that  the  latter  aj^eared  to 
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interfere  very  little  in  foreign  politics ;  and,  if  we 
may  judge  from  facta,  was  \h.e  least  s^-interested 
(€  the  three:  for  Ximenes  gare  up  much  of  his 
time  and  attcxititm  to  tiu  moral  and  political  ain»- 
licoBtton  of  Spain ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  the  lees  inducement  to  mix 
in  EuropeMi  politics,  as  a  new  world  was  just 
opened  to  his  ambition  by  the  discovery  and  early 
settlement  of  the  American  continent  and  islands.  ' 
Acan^ngly,  we  find  his  name  little  mentioned,' 
except  in  regard  to  Spain ;  and  we  feel  the  less 
occasion  to  enter  into  a  parallel  between  him  and 
Wolsey,  whidi  some  biographers  have  done  to  a 
great  length,  though  tiiere  is  more  contJ'ast  than 
parallel  between  them. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  Wdeey,  thongh 
unwilling  to  aAfiit  of  that  species  of  reformation 
which  struck  at  the  very  root  of  papal  power,  was 
yet  so  flilly  convinced  of  the  necessity  (^  reform  in 
the  churdi,  as  to  have  formed  some  very  extemive 
plans  upon  that  subject.  Po-haps  the  dearest 
idietch  we  can  give  of  his  views  in  this  respect 
may  be  found  in  a  letter  written  to  him  by  Bishop 
Fox,  and  which,  of  itself,  is  an  unanswerable  ar- 
gument to  those  popish  casuists  who  still  contend 
for  tiie  pnrity  t^  their  cljurch,  in  practice  and  in 
prindple. — 

"  The  satisfaction  and  pleasure,  most  reverend 
fisther,  were  inexpressibly  great  which  I  received 
from  your  last  letter,  by  which  I  am  infwmed  that 
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your  Orace  is  detennined  toTefbrm  the  whole  body 
of  the  dergy,  and  that  you  haye  notified  and  pre- 
fixed  the  day  on  which  you  will  speedily  begin 
and  |Hvceed  upon  that  work,  for  which  I  hare 
truly  no  lees  ardently  wished  than  did  Simeon, 
.  mentioned  in  the  Goepel,  to  see  the  much  desired' 
and  expected  Messiah  ;  and  since  I  hare  receired 
these  letters  of  your  Lordship's,  I  persuade  myself 
that  I  hare  in  a  manner  a  sensible  demonstration 
of  a  more  entire  and  perfect  reformation  of  the 
English  ecdesiastical  hierarchy  thim  I  could  ex- 
pect, or  eren  hope  to  see  effected,  or  so  much  as 
attempted  in  this  age. 

"  I  endearonred,  as  'twas  my  duty,  to  execute 
the  same  design  within  the  compass  of  my  own 
small  jurisdiction,  which  your  Lordship  will  soon 
finish  in  both  the  lai^  provinces  of  this  kingdom. 
For  the  space  of  three  years,  this  important  affair 
was  the  great  end  of  my  study,  labour,  and  atten- 
tion, till  I  discorered,  what  before  I  had  not  ima- 
{^ed,  that  all  things  relating  to  the  primitire 
simplicity  of  the  clergy  (especially  of  the  monastic 
Bt^te)  were  perrerted,  either  by  indulgences  or 
corruption,  or  else  become  obsolete  or  exploded  by 
tiie  iniquity  of  the  times.  As  this,  in  a  declining 
llfSe,  overpowered  my  inclination  and  rtgilance,  s6 
it  took  from  me  all  hopes  of  ever  seeing  a  reforma- 
ti(Hi,  even  in  my  own  particular  diocese;  but  now 
I  conceive,  from  your  Lordship's  most  acceptable 
letter,  an  assured  hope  and  full  expectation  of 
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seeing  a  Te&nnatirai  bodi  pnUic  and  omTenal; 
fiK"  I  am  foUy  persuaded,  from  many  instaaceSf 
that  whatever  your  Lordship  may,  at  any  time, 
design  or  imdertate,  as  it  will  be  wisdy  oonoerted, 
your  prudence  and  resolution  will  accfrnpliah  with- 
out di£Sculty  or  delay." 

Fox  then  goes  on  to  express  his  hopes  that 
Wolsey's  influence  with  the  king  and  pope,  and 
with  all  Christian  princes,  will  tend  to  the  aceon- 
plishment  of  his  object,  which  was  to  "  restore 
the  whole  estate  of  the  English  clergy,  and  of  the 
monasteHes,  to  their  primitive  rules," — ^the  ow- 
sequences  of  which  he  supposes  will  be  to  abate 
the  calumnies  of  the  laity,  to  advance  the  htmour 
of  the  clei^,  and  so  to  reconcile  Henry  faimsdf 
towards  them,  that  he  and  the  nobnli^  will  be 
more  their  friends. 

This  was  politic  conduct  in  Fox,  as  afiairs  then 
stood;  for  he  well  knew  the  diangeableness  of 
Henry's  disposition :  and,  although  that  mmarch 
had  just  written  his  famous  book  against  Luther, 
with  th^  assistuice  of  Fisher  of  Rochester,  yet  as 
Luther  and  the  sturdy  monarch  were  still  engaged 
in  not  imfriendly  correspondence,  he  had  sense  to 
see  and  to  fear  the  coming  storm,  unless  it  could  be 
averted  by  previous  reformation  in  the  English 
church.  Sudi  aj^tear  also  to  have  been  the  Car- 
dinal's sentiments.  Yet  Wolsey  himself  must  have 
been  shortsighted,  for  heavy  charges  have  been 
made  against  him  in  consequence  oS  the  legantine 
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court  whkh  he  eatatdished  this  year,  at  West- 
minster,  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  Stqihen  Gardiner,  afterwards  so  infamous 
in  Maxy'fl  reign.  Ijord  Herbert,  in  his  Life  (^ 
Heary,  speaks  very  warmly  on  this  subject,  assert- 
ing, that  in  respect  to  this  court,  and  emph^ing  a 
.  judge  in  it,  he  was  changed  with  much  rapine  and 
extorthm ;  fmr,  mating  an  inquiry  into  the  life  of 
every  body,  no  ofieoce  could  escape  craisure  and 
punishment,  unless  the  parties  accused  luibed 
handsomely,  which  they  generally  found  to  cost 
them  less,  besides  being  thereby  exempted  from 
the  shame  of  public  expoaure.  Wolsey  is  further 
accused  of  am^ating  to  hims^  the  power  of  in- 
Testigating  the  conduct  of  the  exocaton  tii  wills ; 
he  also  BumnuMied  all  religious  or  ecdesiastieal 
persons  before  faim,  terrifying  them  with  menaces 
until  they  made  heavy  compositions ;  until  at 
length  Warham,  Archbishop  ctf  Canterbury,  felt 
himadf  obliged  to  report  the  mattn  to  the  Ipng 

liinwirff. 

It  has  been  said  that  Henry's  answer  was,  that 
he  should  not  have  known  any  thing  respecting 
the  affair,  unless  Warham  had  mentioned  it ;  to 
which  he  added  that  no  man  was  so  blind  any 
where  as  in  his  own  house,  "  therefore  I  pray  you, 
go  to  Wobey,  and  tell  him  if  uiy  thing  be  amiss, 
that  be  amend  it." 

Indeed,  Wolsey  seems  now  to  have  been  so  ia- 
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toxicated  with  power  and  favouritism,  as  to  ham 
gone,  in  many  cases,  fiu*  beyond  what  common 
prudence  would  have  dictated.  We  hare  alrea^ 
seen  his  political  hypocrisy  in  regard  to  receiving 
the  full  powers  as  to  the  meeting  at  Ardres,  and 
the  subeequent  grant  of  powers  Avm  Henry  equal 
to  those  of  the  French  king ;  a  subject  on  which 
it  wfll  naturally  be  supposed,  he  must  have  been 
very  careful  in  respect  to  the  still  humhie  ezerdse 
of  that  authority. 

Yet  such  is  the  waywardness  of  the  human 
heart,  such  the  bUndness  of  ambition,  sodi  the 
pride  of  upstart  authority,  that  we  find  him  oi- 
gaged  in,  and  inadising  a  most  bare-feced  assump- 
tion of  pcfwer,  even  more  than  r^al,  which  was 
manifested  by  him  on.  this  very  occasion  <^  the 
proposed  meeting  of  the  Kings  of  Enf^and  and 
France,  at  Ardres,  afterwards  called  the  Champ 
d*  Or.  It  might  naturally  be  expected  that,  in  eaA 
a  case,  a  subject  would  have  recommended  to  the 
monarchs  such  ftmns  and  ceremonies  as  he  nu^t 
judge  necessary. — ^Wolsey,  however,  felt  differ^ 
enUy,  and  seems  to  have  availed  himself  of  hift 
commission  to  set  himself  above  the  throne ;  for 
which  purpose  he  issued  a  most  extraordinaiy 
mandate,  beginning,  "  Thomas,  Aichbiatu^  of 
Yorke,  and  Cardnal,  8cc."  then  he  speaks  of  "  Wee 
consideryng  the  honour,  profit,  &c." — *'  wee  have 
made,  declared,  and  ordeined,  certein  articles,  ac- 
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oepted  and  approved,  by  y*  same  prulces  reapect- 
ively,  which  thei  will  observe,  and  by.thes  pre- 
sentes  wee  make,  deolare,  and  ordein  as  foloweth." 

He  then  lays  down  a  plan  for  the  proposed 
meeting;  and,  towards  the  conclusion,  we  find» 
"  Item,  wee,  Cardinall  aboresaid,  by  ezpressQ  au- 
thority and  power  to  as  given,  by  tfaes  faxeeabea, 
bynde  the  saied  princes  to  do,  fulfill,  and  accora- 
plishe,  all  and  every  the  thynges  aboresaied  herein 
conteined." 

But  to  return  to  domestic  affairs,  we  have  to 
record  that  a  remarkable  occurrenee  took  [dace  this 
year  in*  regard  to  the  long's  household,  wliich  is 
mentioned  by  the  old  writers  as  a  mere  matter  of 
bet,  without  respect  to  party  politics ;  but  as  such 
a  measure  could  neither  have  been  iKY>poeed  nca* 
carried  without  the  sanction  ot  Wolaey,  we  are 
naturally  led  to  suppose  that  he  must  have  been 
influenced  by  motives  much  more  powerful  than 
those  ostensibly  held  out  The  old  Chronidea 
state,  that  certain  gentlemen  of  the  privy  chamber, 
who  "  through  the  kinges  lenity  in  bearii^  with 
their  lewdnes,"  forgetting  themselves  and  their 
duty  towards  his  Grace  in  being  too  familiar  with 
him,  not  having  due  respect  to  his  estate  and  de- 
gree, were  removed  by  order  taken  by  the  council 
to  whom  the  king  had  previously  granted  his 
authority  to  use  their  discretion  in  this  case. 
The  council  did  use  their  discretion,  and  replaced 
those  feudal  dandies  by  "  four  sad  and  ancient 
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knights," — besides  which  other  changes  also  took 
jriace. 

It  appeuB  that  when  it  was  determined  on  to 
remove  those  gentlemen  from  about  the  king's 
person,  they  were  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
Cardinal  and  council,  that  they  mig^t  in  a  more 
fimnal  and  exemplary  manner  receive  the  sentence 
<tf  thdr  disgrace,  whidi  Fiddes  g^ves  in  the  fol- 
lowing form, — "  that  having  talcen  upon  them,  as 
had  been  publicly  reported,  to  govern  the  king 
after  their  appetite,  which  was  not  honourable, 
they  should  therefore  come  no  more  to  court** 

Whilst  thus  preserving  order  and  decorum  in 
the  royal  household,  Wolsey  appears  to  have  been 
no  less  caireful  in  regard  to  his  own ;  the  fame  of 
which  was  such,  for  splendour,  knowledge  ofibe 
world  and  manners,  and  all  the  requisites  for  a 
courtly  career,  that  it  was  in  this  year,  as  stated  by 
Qroves,  that  he  was  induced  to  receive  into  his  fa- 
mily several  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  sons,  who 
were  placed  there,  as  in  a  sort  of  university,  for  their 
better  education  and  improvement  in  alt  politeness. 

This  also  was  the  year  in  which  he  took  into 
his  service  George  Cavendish  of  Olemsford,  in 
Suffolk,  .Esq.  who  is  now  generally  believed  to 
have  been  the  real  author  of  that  biograj^cal 
MS.  commonly  known  as  Cavendish's  memoir,  and 
formerly  attributed  to  one  of  the  direct  ancestors 
of  the  Devonshire  family. 

The  good  fruits  of  this  order  and  decorum  were 
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soon  evident ;  for  Eraamus,  in  one  of  his  epistles, 
says  that  the  court  was  replenished  with  a  greater 
number  of  learned  men  than  any  university :  and 
again  he  asks,  where  is  the  school,  or  monastery, 
that  hath  at  any  time  produced  so  great  a  number 
ctfmen,  eminent  for  their  probity  and  learning,  as 
the  present  court  of  England  ?  Indeed,  he  further 
remaifca  that  the  English  nation  was,  at  that  time, 
noted  abroad  for  the  learning  and  learned  men 
wherewith  it  was  replenished ;  as  was  the  council 
also^  and  the  king  himself,  renowned  not  only  for 
tiiat  accomplishment,  but  for  his  sharp  wit  and 
parts  likewise ;  which,  he  adds,  must  be  attributed 
chiefly  to  the  Cardinal's  influence,  and  encourage- 
ment, and  furtherance  of  good  studies. 

This  eminent  Dutdi  reformer  states,  in  another 
place,  that  the  Cardinal  ot  York  had  then  settled 
every  thing  m  the  republic  of  letters  on  a  better 
footing  than  had  ever  been  the  case  before,  therel^ 
encouraging  all  persons,  hy  his  hlierality,  to  be 
studious ;  evidently  alluding  to  his  foundation  of 
idx  lectures  at  Oxford,  soon  after  foUowed  by  a 
seventh ;  but  the  dates  of  which  appear,  from  - 
various  contending  accounts,  to  be  still  uncertain. 
These  lectures  were  founded  entirely  at  his  own 
e^wnse,  for  the  purpose  of  being  given  in  the  col- 
k^  which  he  intended  to  erect  in  ^at  univerdify; 
until  which  expected  period  they  were  read  in  the 
hall  of  Corpus  Christ!  College.  The  lecture  on 
HbecAogy  was  read  by  Dr.  Brynknell,  who  rose 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


206  WOLSEY,  THE  CAUDZNAL, 

afterwards  into  euch  high  favour,  that  lie  waa 
spedaliy  ^pointed  by  the  kiog  to  write  against 
Luther,  and  this  lecture  was  certainly  established 
in  or  about  1519 :  after  which  came  a  [^owh 
j^cal  lecture,  of  which  we  know  nothing,  but 
that  the  first  lecturer,  his  name  unknown,  was 
described  by  the  university,  in  a  letter  to  the  Car* 
dinal,  as  "  a  profrasor  who  has  highly  merited  of 
all  our  young  students  in  philosophy;**  stating,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  should  be  the  most  un- 
grateful of  men,  were  they  to  suffer  him  to  wait 
upon  his  Iwdi^p  without  letters  of  reconunenda* 
tien  from  that  learned  body.  The  lectures  &i 
rhetoric  and  humanity  were  also  opened  tiuB  year, 
1519 ;  the  others  will  be  noticed  agreeable  to  the 
most  accurate  account  of  their  dates. 

Notwithstanding  so  much  of  Wolsey's  attention 
must  have  been  occupied  by  these  literary  arrange- 
ments, pf^ticai  hostility  was  at  work  even  in  his 
mind,  especially  in  r^;axd  to  the  Duke  of  Buck, 
ingham,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  numerous 
writers,  althoi^h  the  Cardinal's  name  appears  not 
in  the  <^cial  or  judidal  proceedings. 

On  this  subject  there  lias  been  much  misrepre- 
BMitation,  and  accounts  differ  widely;  but  the  most 
generally  received  opinion  is,  that  Wolsey  had  long 
felt  a  secret  animraity  against  Buddngham,  from 
circumstances  trivial  in  themaelTes,  but  higbfy  of' 
foisive  to  his  pride  and  vanity.  The  atory  is,  that 
ihe  Duke  of  Buckingham  once  hddJng  the  basio 
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to  tfae  king,  i^reeable  to  coiirti7  etiquette,  tbe  king 
bad  no  sooner  done  than  the  Cardinal  dipped  fail 
hoods  into  the  basin,  which  so  incensed  tfae  duke, 
that  fae  threw  SMne  of  tfae  water  into  tfae  intruder's 
afaoes.  Wolsey  threatened  for  this  tfaat  fae  woidd 
■t  upon  his  skirts ;  and  the  duke,  in  order  to  let 
tlie  king  know  it  without  a  finmal  complaint,  went 
to  court  tlte  next  day  in  rich  ^iparel,  but  without 
akirts  to  his  doublet.  Tliis  the  king  noticed,  when 
the  dulK  informed  him  it  was  to  prevent  Wolsey 
sitthig  upon  his  skirts.  From  this  affair  much 
political  evil,  h  is  said,  intxxeded ;  and  many  went 
so  for  as  to  assart  that  Wolsey  actually  suborned 
Ciharles  Knevet,  who  stood  forward  to  accuse 
Buckingham  of  a  determination  to  take  tfae  king's 
life,  in  consequfflice  of  a  vain  prophecy  tfaat  fae 
himself  should  be  king! 

-  Wolsey  is  accused  of  having  laid  this  affair  be>. 
fore  his  majesty  with  great  a^ravations,  which 
led  to  his  arrest  and  trial,  when  fae  was  condemned 
by  the  House  of  Peers,  and  suffered  decapitation 
on  Tower-hill,  as  we  shall  notice  more  at  length. 
The  year  1530  opened  with  fresh  negotiations 
for  the  proposed  meeting  at  Ardres,  and  on  the 
10th  of  January,  the  Cardinal  was  favoured  with 
a  new  commission  from  Francis  to  treat  with  even 
more  ample  powers,  as  his  procurator,  actor,  com- - 
missary,  and  deputy  * ;  which  he  is  again  stated 

*  The  distarepaitcy  of  datea,  and  the  unavoidable  uiachro- 
amns,  U  stated  in  the  preface,  nishtg  from  the  diBerent 
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to  have  refused*  until  induced  by  drmntfrtamm 
mmiiur  to  those  OD  B  fbnner  accssicni.  But  evm 
joxider  these  dxciunBtanoes  cf  n>7«l  fiBVonr*  Woteey 
i^ost  have  been  acting  a  do^bk  part,  ainoe  m  * 
find,  in  RTmer  *,  a  grant  flxan  Cfaaries,  dated  at 
Compoetella,  of  a  pension  nf  6000  dvoata.  Thh 
^ipeare  to  have  be^  a  pronuse,  under  the  great 
flecd  <^  Spain,  that  Charies  would  engage  the 
ftope  to  grant  to  him  the  administration  of  the 
bishopric  oi  Bad^oE,  in  Castile,  with  a  pcsisioB  to 
that  anuNUDt ;  to  which  .he  also  added  anoUitr 
pesuioH  of  SOOO  ducats,  oat  of  the  biahqiric  of 
I^aeentia.  These  grants  wfre  duxing  life;  faM; 
when  Oiarifls  hod  less  occasian  for  Woiaefa  in- 
fluence, thejr  weve  f<a-  yean  suffered  to  fidl  into 


At  present,  hoirerer,  his  iniperial  m^evty  wm 
anxious  to  counteract  the  good  midentfwidlng  ap- 

nodes  of  dvoBologicd  cmlenlatioit  m  tne MdOigit  thseadir 
ibktgnflbOT*  and  bHtortABS,  liwe  |>n>btt)ly  led  VB.iato  enoi  is 
regard  to  this  new  conunisaioD.  Later  biographergj  wIm  ap- 
pear not  to  have  aufficieiitly  adverted  to  the  different  modes 
of  calcal&tioD]  slflo  state,  with  r^ard  to  thit  commwBion,  that 
Woltey  objected  to  receive  it,  imtil  penuadMi  to  accept  it  by 
Henry,  nlio  gave  Uia  one  aa  am^e ;  vbfle  aMOC  astkon  de- 
MLTtbe  thia  ioterckaage  «f  (nil  powen,  aa  we  ahall  Jiave  tKOr 
uon  to  notice,  u  having  talcen  place  in  the  early  days  c^  the 
meeting  Uself.  It  ia  difficult  to  detennine  amongst  so  many 
authorities,  bnt  we  aoapect  that  no  more  than  ono  commissitM 
.<rf  tUs  land,  by  each  monaich,  wa*  ever  gnmtod. 
*  Hjmet.  Fsd.  xiii.  715. 
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fOMit  betvem  the  Freach  ami  Eugtiab  manaocbBv 
•nd,  tfacre&re,  detemitied  vm  paying  «  pnwwat 
visit  to  bifl  ande ;  bat  tkia,  if  a  pernritted  virit, 
would  itave  been  the  breach  cf  ft  previous  agre»< 
UMBt,  th&t  neither  Henry  nor  Frsncis  sheuU  have 
«B  interview  wiA  the  young  emperoe,  cv  emperor 
«kct,  SB  he  waa  at  that  predse  period,  uatiL  after 
their  own  propesed  meeting-  No  saoner,  there- 
fore, did  the  Frauh  king  beer  of  Chaiks'»  inx 
tended  visit,  thaa  Ide  euaaaisBioDed  Us  Hnbaff* 
adora  at  the  EUi^ish  court  to  renMnstnUie  agauut 
It ;  aad  bo  etearly^  hideed,  was  the  point  in  hi» 
(iLvonr,  that  Wtdaey  was  liil^eil  to  desEoad  to>  Ae 
sohterfi^  of  putting  the  qaestiw  bypethetJeaBy, 
wppoaiBg  it  possible  that  Uie  emperor,  in  hi«r 
voyage  froai  Spain  to  FhMdnc,  migbt  be  drrres 
iata  Bome  Rnghdt  port  by  sbvea  of  weather  \ 

Some  kind  of  pledge,  however,  was  given  ftat 
€3iirietf  s  vimt,  were  it  to  take  pbc^  ahotdd  b» 
merely  •  visit  to  Us  uaole  and  aont  te  a  fanOy 
way ;  but  that  the  kiag  and  the  emperar  wevld 
pat  off  all  political  diacngeion  until  aAer  the 
nceting  at  Ardres,  when  Heory  pn^need  te  have 
an  imperial  int^riew  between  Caltis  and  Grave- 
lines. 

Tliat  Hairy  was   anxious  to  ace  Chariee  ia 

En^and,  notwithstanding  these,  aegstiatioas,  ia 

avidiBt  &om  the  &ct  of  his  wishing  to  pestpoiitf 

the  awetinf  at  Ardres,  lest  Charles  should  not 

p8 
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aniTe  prerions  to '  it ;  the  month  of  May  beiim^ 
nearly  over,  and  the  interview  at  Ardres  appointed 
fyr  the  last  day  of  the  month.  The  buildings  at 
Ardres  were  then  in  a  course  of  preparaticm  under 
English  architects ;  and  though  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  their  being  directed  to  work  slowly,  yet 
Henry,  and  Wolsey  too,  for  he  had  his  reasons  for 
it,  endeavoured  to  make  the  unfinished  etate  of  the 
works  an  excuse  for  a  short  postponement  But 
Francis  would  only  consent  to  a  pos^nement  of 
three  or  four  days,  uiging  that  his  queen  was  then 
in  the  family  way,  and  would  be  unable  to  attend 
the  meeting  were  it  not  to  take  place  immediately; 
the  delay  was  accepted  by  Henry,  and  as  affairs 
turned  out,  was  sufficient  for  his  porposes,  the 
emperor  arriving  witiiin  the  specified  time,  but 
.not  befwe  the  departure  of  the  court  frtun  Green- 
wich :  for  the  time  now  ai^roacbing  rt^idly  for 
the  meeting,  Henry  and  Katharine,  with  thdr 
whole  r^inue,  set  (^&om  Grreenwich  on  the  Slst 
of  May,  and  arrived  at  Canterbury  on  the  SSth, 
where  they'intraided  to  keep  the  feast  of  Pente- 
cost ;  and  where  they  received  intelligence  of  the 
probable  qieedy  arrival  of  the  emperor  elect.  Henry 
instantly  sent  officers  and  orders  to  Dover  for  his 
recqttion  in  tU  state  and  ceremony ;  and  Wolsey 
set  off,  on  the  same  errand,  with  all  possible  haste. 
In  (atA,  the  emperor  was  off  Hythe  at  noon  on 
the  36th ;  but  the  want  of  wind  obliged  him  ta 
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proceed  to  Dover  in  a  boat  that  evening,  and  on 
his  way  he  was  nut  liy  the  Canlinal,  who  received 
bim  with  all  due  reverence. 

Wolsey  having  lodged  his  imperial  guest  in  the 
caatle  at  Dover,  information  was  sent  to.  the  long, 
who  instantly  rode  over  to  that  place. to  greet  his 
royal  relative  The  two  princes  tiien  rode  together 
to  Canterbury,  where  every  attention  was  paid  to 
the  emperor,  and  his  noble  train  of  lords  and 
ladies :  but  his  stay  was  very  short,  as  be  sailed 
from  Sandwich  on  the  last  day  of  May,  on  which 
day  also  Henry  sailed  from  Dover  for  the  intended 
meeting  with  the  King  of  France. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  during  the  short 
interview  of  Charles  and  Wolsey,  they  mutually 
endeavoured  to  secure  each  other,  deceiving  and 
deceived;  the  ambitious  Cardinal  engaging  to  ke^ 
the  French  politics  in  check,  and  the  ranperor  pro- 
mising to  him  his  interest  for  the  ascoit  of  the 
papal  thnme! 

It  is  atoo  stated,  as  a  courtly  anecdote,  that 
when  Charles  joined  his  illustrioua  relatives,  and 
first  saw  the  Princess  Mary,  then  Queen  Dowager 
of  France,  and  lost  to  him  by  her  recent  union 
with  Suffolk,  he  could  not  but  remember  that  she 
had  once  been  his  own  betrothed  wife ;  and  seeing 
her  now  still  so  ywmg  and  so  lovely — the  loveliest 
woman,  in  fact,  then  at  the  English  court — he  was 
.so  much  struck  with  her  ^)pearance,  that  he  could 
■oat  conceal  his  emotions. 
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On  the  subject  of  tiiis  visit,  our  AvotLiBB  imxi 
seenu  to  hare  adhered  strictly  to  tha  politiad  re- 
ports of  the  time,  makiii^  Bwrkh^hmn  tfans  ai^ 
dnss  the  DuJoe  of  Norfolk : 

' "  Charlet  the  emperor. 

Under  pretence  t«  see  tbe  queen  its  anntj 
i{Fm  'twas,  iudead,  his  oalAsr;  but  ke  caow 
To  whisper  Wcdt^),  here  malces  virftation : 
His  fears  were,  that  the  interriew  betwixt 
England  and  France  might,  through  their  amity. 
Breed  him  soiue  prejudice;  for  from  this  lea^e 
Peep'd  %aniis  Ihst  menaced  faim :  he  privily 
DmIb  vith  cor  Car&ul  j  and  ai  I  trow— 
Which  I  do  well;  for,  i  am  ear^  the  eaiperor 
Paid  ere  he  proous'dj  vhereby  Us  suit  was  ffMotoi, 
£re  it  was  ask'd;— ^mt  when  the  way  vu  made. 
And  paved  with  gold,  the  emperor  thus  deaired;— 
ybA  he  would  please  to  alter  the  king's  (xmrie. 
And  boeak  the  (bresMd  peaoe.     Let  the  king  biMr 
(As  ««oii  fce  Bbill  by  me)  tfcMt  thus  tbe  Cwdiaal 
Does  buy  aud  sell  hit  hoBMir  ai  be  {deaseSr 
And  for  his  own  advantage." 

We  bave  stated  tbe  departun  of  the  EngU^ 
coort  &»■  Fraace,  and  hxre  to  add  that  Wolaef 
socav^Mnied  it;  but,  eKoept  in  a  poUtieal  point  of 
yiew,  it  etaild  have  afibrded  hhM  very  little  satia- 
-feetion,  sinoe  tbe  whole  time  was  takoi  up  in  feats 
at  anna,  and  in  cfaivaixienB  Ssplaj.  Id  one  or  two 
instances,  however,  Wolaey  had  oppoiiunities  of 
^dubtting  his  pomp  and  state,  particalnljr  «n 
Kemrfs  arrive  at  Oujrnee,  which  was  to  be  hn 
bead-quarters,  from  whence  tiie  Cardinal,  as  tbe 
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king's  hii^  ambMsador,  rode  with  an  immenBe 
train  of  nobility,  gentry,  and  bieh<^,  to  Ardrcs, 
thati  the  residence  of  the  French  court.  This  he 
perfcmncdwitk  such  magnificence,  that  the  French- 
men actually  wrote  hooks  upon  the  subject,  da- 
scribing  the  numbes  of  his  attenctant^  aU  elad  in 
dUBBiHt  veiFet,  and  evnamented  with  diains  of 
gold ;  dben  Cidlowed  nolaces  of  bis  great  honeav 
HnilaSt  c»ursers^  and  carriages,  laden  with  aunip* 
ten  and  cc^ufb  ;:  dso  his  great  oweses  and  pillaia- 
horme  before  him;  his  pdUov  here  with  its  en- 
iMSoidered  caae ;  bis  two  Biantles  die^dayed ;  and. 
the  inusense  tsain  of  sexTaiits,  yeomen,  ^roonUk 
&r.  atU  dothed  m  scarlet.  In  short,  bis  own  per- 
asoal  stake  seems  to  have  rivalled,  if  mat  esc«tted» 
tbe  imyal  pamphematia  of  the  two  potent  mon- 
ardis. 

At  Ardrea  Woteey  stoi^ted  a  couple  o£  dayi, 
•ntotaiKed  b3r  the  king  ami  court  with  honours 
and  attentions  that  ml^t  have  tamed  a  head  of 
kaa  vanity  than  the  Cardinal's,  egpedally  when  . 
we  take  abo  into  the  account  the  high  powers 
with  which  he  was  wbueted  l^  bis  own  sove- 
reign, enduii^  him  with  "  fiiU  strength,  poww. 
and  authoritie,  to  afflrme  and  coa&noe,  bynd  and 
ubyode,  whatsoever  should  be  in  question  be- 
twene  h^m  and  the  French  kyng,  as  though  the 
IcTBg  in  proper  person  had  been  tb»e  presently." 

It  is  said  tiiat  when  Wolsey  <^>»ed  these  powers 
to  Uie  Frencli  eoiutcil,  tibtey  were  astoni^ed  ^ 
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at  their  extent,  and  instantly  stated  tiiein  to  tbdr 
sovereign,  who  was  so  pleased  widi  the  Cardinal, 
and  with  the  cxmfidence  reposed  in  him  by  Henry, 
that  he  directed  equal  powers  to  be  granted  to 
him,  which  was  done  under  the  affirmation  of  the 
French  council ;  but  Wolsey  hesitated  to  recrave 
the  patent  without  Henry's  aj^iroval,  and,  aoond- 
ingly,  it  was  transmitted  to  that  monardi,  who 
not  only  sent  it  bade  to  Wolsey  with  full  confirm. 
ation,  but  also  considered  it  as  a  hi^  marie  of 
friendship  towards  himself.  We  suspect,  howeva-* 
tliat  this  is  merely  a  seosid  versitm,  wrong  in 
pcont  of  time,  of  an  affair  already  recorded. 

It  was  on  Thunday  the  7th  (rf  June  tbtt  the 
personal  interview  of  the  two  sovereigns  took 
^aee,  with  a  d^;ree  of  splendour  till  then  anp»- 
ralleled,  whence  it  was  generally  known  by  the 
i^^llation  of  '*  Le  Champ  d'Or,"  or  the  Field  (tf 
Gold — a  splendour  whidi,  no  doubt,  was  inddbted 
to  Wolsey  fcir  much  of  its  brilliancy. 

This  interview  was  followed  by  high  scenes  of 
chivalry  for  several  days  after,  during  whi^  Wot 
Bey,  b«ng  a  churchman,  was  of  course  in  eclipse, 
unless  he  assisted  with  his  learning  and  ingenuity 
the  courtly  punsters  of  Uie  day,  whose  wits  seem 
to  have  been  almost  worn  out  before  the  dose  of 
the  coemonies,  if  we  may  judge  from  a  vrary  far- 
fetched emblematical  representation,  or  hierof^y- 
phic,  of  the  words  in  the  prayer,  "  Libera  me ;"  for 
'  the  Freodi  king,  on  <»e  oecadcHi,  exhibited  him- 
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Beff  in  a  dresa  of  purple  velvet,  embroidered  with 
Uttle  bocdm  in  white  satin,  on  each  oi  which  was 
written  "  a  me,"  to  which  "  Liber,"  a  book,  being 
prefixed,  produced  the  pun  "  Libera  me/" 

Yet,  if  WolMy  oould  not  appear  in  the  field,  he 
was  at  least  master  of  the  revels  in  the  chamber ; 
and  there  he  failed  not  to  fulfil  the  confidence  re- 
■ptmeA  in  Mm,  particularly  on  Saturday  the  17th  of 
Jane,  when  Queen  Katharine  received  the  French 
king  to  dinner,  that  monarch,  88  Hall  reconb  in  his 
CSironide,  bong  "  right  honouraUy  served  in  all 
tfaii^  nedef^;  far  fbrestes,  pa^kea,  fblde,  salt 
seas,  rivers,  moates,  and  pcndea,  were  serdied 
and  sought  through  countreys  for  the  delicade  of 
Tiandes :  well  was  that  man  rewarded  that  coold 
bring  any  thing  of  liking  or  pleasure."  The  (east 
over,  Wolaey,  accompanied  by  the  DuIk  oi  Budc- 
higham,  and  other  great  lords  of  the  court,  con- 
docted  the  Frraidi  monarch  back  to  his  reddenoe 
at  Ardree;  in  their  way  to  which,  in  the  val^ 
they  were  met  by  Henry  with  a  large  company  of 
masquers,  a  scene  whidi  afforded  much  amuse- 
m^t  to  the  two  joyous  sovereigns. 

After  a  long  series  of  joustings  and  touma- 
mente,  the  Cardinal  was  admitted  to  ezhilnt  him- 
self in  the  exercise  of  his  high  ecclesiastical  office ; 
fta*  which  purpose,  as  Hall  tells  us,  on  the  night 
of  Friday  the  SSd  of  June,  "  was  in  the  campe 
rered  a  lai^  frame  of  t3rmber  worke  for  a  chqiell 
plao^  whiche  was  lyled  with  riche  clothes  on- 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


818  WOLSEY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

Iwoidared,  whegrdu  was  made  a  stage  cf  two  ife^ 
gmsB,  with  the  dutyre  and  cloth  of  state  for  the" 
Lorde  Cardynall,  the  altar  appareUed  with  alt 
juelles  myssel  of  great  riches ;  the  saioe  cbapefl 
thus  finished  the  xxiii  day  o[  June,  being  Satber- 
day,  at  houre  couvenieBt.  tiiie  said  Ltnde  CardjBaU 
sang  an  high  and  stdempne  masse  hj  note  befixe 
the  two  kynges  and  quemes.  The  same  dfiaa, 
indulgence  was  given  to  all  hearars."  Hall  pro- 
ceeds to  observe,  that  of  "  this  masse,  in  Flaimden 
•rose  much  immmnnjiffitrifmi  and  so  much  that  the 
common  voyce  went,  how  the  ii  kynges  were 
swome  together  on  the  sacramait,  which  was  ood- 
trary;  for  the  masse  ww  for  none  other  estent 
then  to  geve  iudidgence  to  the  kyngos." 

After  mass  a  sumptuous  dinner  totdc  i^aee; 
then,  on  the  eaisuiag  day,  the  two  kings  went  to 
each  other's  residence^  where  they  wore  severally 
received  1^  the  queen  and  ladies  of  eadi  court; 
and,  on  their  return,  eadi  to  his  palac^  they  met 
on  the  .field  of  toiimament»  where  their  final  inter- 
view tooJc  pilace,  and  they  parted.  This  was  oB 
Midsummer  day,  Sunday  the  S4th  of  June ;  and 
the  courtly  ceremonies  thus  ended,  we  can  only 
speak  of  iima  in  the  words  of  Hall,  that  "  duryi^ 
this  triumph  so  much  people  of  Picardie  and  West 
Flanders  drew  to  Guysnes  to  se  y*  Kyng  of  Bi^- 
land  and  hia  honor,  to  whom  vitailes  of  the  court 
wa%  in  plentie,  the  conduicte  of  the  gate  rauae 
wyne  aiwaies.  there  were  vacaboondiM,  plownm, 
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laboroB,  and  of  the  bragery,  vaggoaers  and  beg- 
gexa,  that  £ar  drunlcennesB  lay  in  mates  aod 
faeipee,  so  great  resort  tbether  came,  that  boUi 
koightes  and  ladies  that  wer  cmne  to  see  the  no- 
blfites  wer  faine  to  lye  in  haye  and  strawe,  and 
held  theim  t^rof  highly  pleased." 

On  Bfooday  the  26th  of  June,  Henry  and  Ka- 
tharine, followed  by  the  Cardinal  and  all  their 
«otn%  remored  from  Guysmes  to  Calais,  where  it 
was  intended  to  stop  some  days,  for  the  purpose 
of  an  interview  with  Uie  raqieror;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  his  majesty  r^ecting  on  the  heavy 
expenses  to  which  the  nobility  in  his  train  had 
been  exposed,  by  the  state  and  magnificence  which 
they  were  obliged  to  keep  up,  aad  considering  that 
tii^  Itagt  suites  <^  gentlemen  and  servants  wtre 
BOW,  in  a  great  measure,  unnecessary,  he  autho- 
rised Wolsey  to  call  all  the  nobles  and  gentlemen 
togeth^,  to  wh(Mu  the  Cardinal  expressed  the 
h^  sense  which  the  king  had  of  their  services, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  gave  them  license  to  send 
home  tialf  the  number  of  their  attendants.  This, 
no  doubt,  would  have  been  as  well  received,  as  it 
was  well  intended ;  but  Wolsey  happening  to  bid 
them,  "  after  their  long  charges  to  live  warely," 
much  offeoce  was  taken,  for  "  this  term  warely 
was  amongst  the  moste  part  taken  for  barely,  at 
which  sajring  the  gentlemen  sore  disdained." 

It  is  not  impossible  too,  that  tliis  feeling  of  of- 
fence may  have  been  much  height^ied  by  a  strong 
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Buspidon  on  tlie  part  of  the  most  accurate  ob- 
servers amonget  them,  that  all  this  pomp  and 
magnificence  on  the  part  of  the  king  was  actually 
part  of  Wolsey's  policy  to  impoverish  the  nobles 
and  higher  orders  of  gentry,  by  a  lavish  expendi- 
ture upon  court  ceremonies.  If  it  really  was  S(^ 
it  was  but  a  continuation  of  the  policy  c^  the  pre- 
oediog  monarch — a  policy  too  that  was  strictly 
adhored  to  by  Elizabeth  during  the  whole  of  her 
reign. 

It  was  not  until  the  10th  of  July  that  the  em- 
peror was  so  far  advanced  on  his  journey  to  the 
place  of  meeting,  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  HouT' 
to  move ;  but  on  that  day  he  set  off  for  QravB- 
lines,  accompanied  by  Wolsey  and  a  numeroufl 
train  of  nobles  and  gentry,  where  he  was  joined 
l^  the  emperor,  and  received  in  the  most  costly 
and  courteous  manner. 

How  for  Wolsey  was  now  acting  upon  a  secret 
and  selfish  policy,  it  is  di£Scult  to  say ;  hut  it  ap- 
pears that  the  interview  itself,  when  known  at 
the  French  court,  gave  greet  offence :  and  Hall 
expressly  says,  that  after  it  Englishmen  were  in 
France  disdained,  and  in  their  suits  there  greatly 
deferred  and  had  little  right,  and  much  less  favour, 
so  from  day  to  day  still  more  and  more  b^;an 
hearUhuming,' and  in  conclusion  open  war  did 
arise  between  the  two  realms. 

After  a  variety  of  rourtly  ceremonies,  maskings, 
revellings,  &c.  the  two  monardu  parted ;  and,  in 
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tiie  numtli  of  August,  Wolsey  aocompanied  the 
king  (m  his  return  to  England. 
^  Though  show  and  chiv&Uy  were  the  ostensible 
purposes  of  the  meeting  at  Ardrea,  yet  advantage 
was  taken  of  it  by  Wolsey  to  arrange  several 
political  matters  of'  great  import  to  the  various 
European  states.  In  all  foreign  a)untries  his  con- 
duct M'as  much  applauded ;  the  Venetian  senate, 
in  particular,  sending  him  a  letter  congratulating 
him  oa  the  friendly  interview  of  the  two  mon- 
archs,  and  calling  it  a  woriE  of  his  consummate 
wisdom,  besides  frequently  using  the  phrases, 
«  your  most  reverend  power,"  and  "  other  part  of 
his  maje^Q'." 

The  pope  also  manifested  his  approbation,  but 
in  a  nMjre  pointed  manner ;  for  as  early  aa  the 
29th  of  July,  he  not  only  confirmed  to  him  tiie  pen- 
sion of  SOOO  ducats  upon  tiie  bishopric  of  Pla* 
centia,  but  also  constituted  him  perpetual  admi- 
nistrator of  the  see  of  Badajos,  which  he  was  to 
possess,  notwithstanding  any  other  grants  might 
be  made  to  him :  these  good  things,  however,  had 
already  been  g^ven  to  Wolsey  by  Charles,  yet  the 
bull  calls  them  a  papal  grant 

But  it  appears  that  these  foreign  honours,  and 
f(8«ign  politics,  did  not  [nevent  Wolsey  from 
paying  due  attention  to  affairs  at  home ;  for  even 
in  this  year  of  business  he  found  time  to  cause  mi 
account  to  be  taken  of  all  the  parishes  in  England, 
which,  by  his  book,  called  the  Book  of  Thomas 
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Wolaey,  CardilMl,  are  stated  to  amount  to  9407^ 
or  rath^  such  was  the  number  of  chnrches.  In 
Dr.  Gibson's  time,  indeed,  there  wen  bat  9S89  ;  a 
difference  not  easily  to  be  accounted  for  at  the 
ivesent  day. 

We  are  toM  also,  that  he  continued  to  execute 
his  high  office  of  chanceUm-  with  such  care  and 
assiduity,  that  Hlls  of  complaint  were  preferred  to 
bim  in  sndi  numbers,  that  it  was  totally  impos- 
siUe  for  him  to  pay  them  the  due  and  neeessarj 
attentioD.  To  obviate  this,  in  some  degree,  he 
jprocored  a  commission  from  the  king,  by  which 
lie  was  empowered  to  appcant  delegates  to  hear 
causes,  and  to  receive  complaints,  in  hiS'absence; 
but  these  cmnmiesioDers  did  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  appointed,  ^  that  the 
people,  not  meeting  with  that  speedy  distribution 
ai  Justice  which  they  eq>ected,  withdrew  their 
complaints  from  the  Court  (tf  Chancery,  and  ap- 
I^ed  thetfiselves  to  the  eanmion  law. 

He  was  also  very  attentive  to  the  ccnrnnerdal  . 
eoncems  of  the  ldngd<ffn  at  this  period,  especially 
oi  his  own  archiepiscc^Hd  see ;  which  was  mani- 
fested by  a  letter  from  the  corptwation  of  that  dty, 
in-whidi  they  thank  him  for  many  post  favours, 
and  request  his  interest  to  procure  for  them  the 
kii^s  letters  patmt  f<H-  the  shipping  of  wool,  Ml, 
and  lead,  wttfaont  any  hinderance  on  the  part  of 
the  porta  of  Ixmdon  and  Newcastle;  a  fiivour 
vriaeb  he  did  not  hSl  to  e^nire  to  them,  thereby 
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acquiring  great  popularity  in  York  aad  its  imme- 
diate neighbourhood. 

Considerable  clamour  was,  nevertheless,  excited 
against  him  hy  the  impoverished  nolxHty  and 
gentry,  who  had  been  tempted  not  only  to  spend 
all  their  money,  but  also  to  run  considerably  into 
ddit,  for  thdr  charges  in  the  htte  royid  interview; 
and  it  has  been  said  that  the  Dnke  of  Bndingfaam 
added  much  to  Wolsey's  ill-will  agunst  him,  by 
his  knid  and  frequent  declamadon  against  that 
eiqiedition,  (insuring  him  as  th^  contriver  and 
adviser  of  it,  for  his  own  pcditical  objects  and  for 
■inister  purposes.  To  this  opinion  Shakespeare 
evidently  leaned,  when,  in  his  Henry  Vill.,  he 
"■tilnii  Buddn^am  exclaim : 

"  Why  the  devil, 
UpOD  tbis  French  going  oat,  took  he  upon  him, 
WilhMt  ike  privity  o'tke  Ung,  to  appoint 
Who  Aoold  tUXvid  on  him )  He  makes  op  tbs  file 
Of  all  the  gentrf :  for  the  most  part  inch 
Too,  whom  aa  great  a  chaige  aa  little  honon 
He  meant  to  lay  upon ;  and  hia  own  letter, 
llie  hononrable  board  of  conncil  oat, 
Uist  fetch  Urn  in  tke  papers." 

To  which  Abergavenny,  his  8on-in<law,  adds : 

"Ida  Imow, 
KinanMD  of  nuM,  three  at  the  least,  that  have 
By  this  BO  sicken'd  their  estateB,  that  never 
Hey  shall  abound  as  formerly, 

Biuh.  O,  many 

Have  broke  their  backs  with  laying  manors  on  them 
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For  tliis  greftt  jaaroej.     What  did  tlua  Tmnity 
But  minister  commaiiication  of 
A  most  poor  iaane  ?" 

Bat,  in  the  midst  of  this  coDtaniely,  the  Car- 
dinal did  not  forget  his  desire  to  encourage  the 
dii^iensation  of  knowledge ;  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  year,  he  was  very-  active  in  completing  the 
establishment  of  the  Oxford  lectures ;  far  then 
commenced  the  lecture  on  medicine,  by  Thomas 
Musgrave,  M.A.,  as  generally  surmised,  thoufj^ 
there  is  no  positive  record  <^  its  existence  previous 
to  15SS.  The  mathematical  lecture  also  com- 
menced under  Nich<das  Crutdier,  or,  perhaps, 
Kreutzer,  he  being  a  native  of  HoUand,  of  whcHB 
it  was  said,  "  He  is  a  person  of  so  great  prolrity 
and  goodness,  that  he  deserves  a  better  fortune 
than  is  common  to  mathematicians ;  and  so  great 
a  master  d  his  art,  that  he  merits  to  be  catted  so 
t^  way  of  eminence  and  peculiar  distinction."  To 
diese  we  may  add  the  Oree&  lecture ;  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance,  when  we  reflect  on  the 
extraordinary  prejudices  existing  against  that  lan- 
guage, especially  at  Cambridge;  nay,  to  such  a 
pitch  was  it  carried,  even  at  Oxford,  that  a  party 
was  formed  who  called  themselves  Trqjims,  as- 
suming the  names  of  the  Trojan  heroes,  insulting 
with  threats  and  menaces  those  who  studied  Gh^ek,  ■■ 
and  in  various  instances  actually  committing  per- 
sonal assaults,  in  addition  to  opprobrious  Ian- 
gnage. 
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The  probaliility  is,  that  the  priestB,  fearing  the 
spread  of  Lutlier's  doctrines  amoogst  an  enli^t- 
eoed  people,  were  anxious  to  keep  the  Greek  Tes- 
tament out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  mi^it  thus 
find  out  the  errots  and  misHBtatementa  of  their 
own  versifHi ;  but  Wolaey  feared  Luther  also,  and 
yet,  whilst  active  against  him,  was  active  in  the 
encouragement  of  Greek  -studies.  Indeed,  in  the 
ODUrse  of  this  and  the  following  year,  and  evidentiy 
with  a  willing  mind,  he  paid  strict  obedience  to 
the  fopei  buU,  in  deqlaring  all  Luther  s  boc^  for- 
bidden to  the  fiutbful,  and  in  seizing  them  wher^ 
ever  infonnation  of  their  esisteoc^  oould  be  jvo- 
cured. 

In  the  midst  oi  this  politieel  and  ecclesiastical 
bustle,  howev^.  the  Cardinal  was  uot  nc^Iectftil 
o£  domestic  cotnfiDrt ;  but  eontiniwd  his  erectiim 
of  Hampton  Court,  already  finished  in  part,  and 
where  he  sometimes  retired  firom  the  wei^ty  a£-i 
fiUrs  of  state,  to  reBect  in  silence  and  solitude,  or 
to  solace  himself  with  lighter  cares  than  those  of 
a  putdic  life. 

The  year  1521  opened  with  the  unhappy  Mai 
and  execution  of  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of 'Buck- 
ingham, certainly  of  the  blood  royal,  fmt  most  cer- 
tainly not  possessing  any  very  near  chauoe  of  suc- 
cession to  the  throne,  unless  the  saliqne  law  had 
been  the  law  of  inland ;  but  which  would  also, 
of  itself,  have  been  a  bar  to  his  claims,  since  they 
could  only  have  arisen  from  his  descent  from  Anne 
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FlantagOMt,  daughter  of  Thomas  of  Woodstodc, 
one  of  the  sons  of  Edward  III.  It  was  there£(K« 
ahsord  to  fluppoee,  as  he  was  diarged,  that  be 
could  have  thoi^ht  for  a  mom«it  of  causing  the 
death  of  Hemy  for  his  own  advancement,  with- 
out also  intending  the  murder  of  his  siMeis,  a 
Aarge  not  att^npted  to  be  tqovght  against  him. 

The  whole  of  the  chaises  were  indeed  so  fntik^ 
a|id  evidently  on  the  oaths  (tf  suboned  witnMoa, 
that  the  whole  has  berai  thrown  upon  Wo1sej'>  aa 
arising  from  his  own  p^wmal  qnanrd  widi  that 
nobleman.  This,  if  true,  would  aAx  an  inddiUe 
stain  upon  the  Cudinal's  memory ;  but,  if  true, 
he  must  have  exercised  a  most  extramdinary  de- 
gree of  caution,  since  throughout  the  strict  histo- 
rical details  <tf  the  trial  and  stateoee,  the' name  of 
Wolsey  is  not  even  to  be  met  with.  Yet,  ut  the 
time  of  Elizabeth,  this  certainly  was  the  general 
(^dnicm,  or  else  Shakspeare  would  not  have  ven- 
tured on  what  might  otherwise  have  been  in- 
stantly omtradicted.  The  first  speech  of  Buddngw 
ham,  on  his  arrest,  shows  suspicion  of  find  ptay— 

**  Serf.  Sir. 

My  lord  tbe  duke  of  Bnckin^an,  and  eul 
Of  Hereford,  Stkfibrd,  and  Nortbunpton,  I 
Arreit  tlkee  of  high  tavaCon,  in  the  name 
Of  oar  most  Bororeigii  Un^. 

Buck,  Lo  yon,  my  lordi 

The  nejL  has  foU'n  apon  me  j  I  shall  perish 
Under  device  and  pnurtice." 
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Again,  tihea  tM  that  Hopkins,  nov  a  creetoTs 
«(  the  Cardfaisl'B,  and  once  employed  fay  himself 
as  his  surveyor,  is  <Hie  of  the  witnesses,  he  ex- 


"  My  Hurveyor  is  &lse ;  tb«  o'er-great  Cudinal 
Hath  show'd  him  gidd :  my  Ufe  ia  spana'd  already : 
lam  theahadowof  (MMT BadDBgham; 
Whose  igan  ereii  this  ftuUat  elvnd  p«ta  on. 
By  darlc'niDg  my  dear  sun.    My  JotcI,  &rewell." 

And  the  tri^  scene  speaks  quite  ss  plainly,  when 
Wolsey  thus  addresses  the  surveyor  (though  in 
point  of  real  fact,  it  does  not  aj^iear  that  he  was 
even  present  at  the  trial) : 

"  WoL    Stand  forth}  and  with  bold  ipirit  relate  what  yon. 
Most  like  a  carefdl  subject,  have  collected 
Ont  of  the  dolce  of  Buckingham. 

jr.  Mm.  ^eak  free)y. 

&rt>.   Eint,  it  vraa  ntoai  wkh  Urn,  may  dif , 
H  would  infect  h'u  speech.  That  if  the  king 
Should  vithont  isBue  die,  he'd  carry  it  ao. 
To  make  the  sceptre  his :  These  very  words 
1  have  heard  him  utter  to  hia  son-in-law. 
Lord  Abe^a'ny ;  to  whom  by  oath  he  menaced 
Revenge  upon  the  osrdima]. 

WoL  Please  yonr  highsess,  note 

This  dangerous  conception  in  tbia  point. 
Not  friended  by  big  wish,  to  your  high  person 
His  will  is  malignant ;  and  it  stretches 
Beyond  yon,  to  yonr  friends. 

.    Q.KtuL  Mytews'dlordCuAul, 

Delirer  all  with  charity." 

But  we  shall  quit  this  uncertain  subject,  and 
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proceed  to  other  points ;  amongst  wfaidi  we  may 
first  notice  that,  such  was  the  influence  that 
Wolsey  now  possessed  at  the  court  of  Rome,  that 
he  not  only  obtained  a  new  bull  from  Leo  X. 
prolonging  his  legateship  for  two  years*,  but 
also  another,  empowering  him  to  make  fifly 
knights,  fifty  counts  palatine,  the  same  number 
of  chaplains,  and  of  accotites  (officers  confined  to 
the  catholic  church,  who,  under  the  subdean,  per- 
form some  ecclesiastical  services  to  the  priests  and 
deacons),  and  also  forty  notaries  apostolic,  who 
should  havQ  the  same  privil^^  as  those  made  by 
the  pope,  and  which  were  indeed  very  exten^ve, 
for  their  power  extended  to  legitimate  bafitards, 
to  give  degrees  in  arts,  in  law,  medidne,  and  di- 
vinity, and  to  grant  all  species  of  dispensations. 
Had  such  a  bull,  wiUi  its  notarial  power,  been  put 
in  force,  it  could  not  here  faOed  to  have  been  very 
lucrative  to  the  Cardinal ;  but  we  have  no  record 
of  its  exercise,  in  England,  at  least.  His  for- 
bearance, on  this  occasion,  no  doubt  arose  from 
an  inward  conviction,  that  public  opinion  had 
already  gained  too  much  influence  in  England  to 
admit  of  the  exercise  of  so  npuch  power  beyond 
the  law :  Wolsey,  however,  was  less  scrupulous 
when,  on  the  Idth  of  May,  he  received  another 
bull  from  Leo,  granting  to  him  fidl  powers  to 
regulate  Uie  iucq>i«Dt  Lutheranism  which  was 

*  RyBNT  FiBd.  xiii.  739. 
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spreading  r^idly  amongst  the  laity,  for  he  in- 
stantly issued  a  legantine  mandate*  to  all  the 
bishops,  directing  them  to  take  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual measures  for  calling  in  and  destroying  all 
books  or  M9S.  containing  the  errors  of  Luther ; 
accompanied  with  orders  for  processes  against  all 
the  professors  and  &vourers  of  such  books.heresies, 
&C.  &C.  Yet  such  was,  and  we  fear  still  is,  the 
dujdidty  of  these  ministers  of  the  Romish  church, 
that  the  pope  and  the  conclave,  a  very  few  weeks 
'afterwards,  £d  not  hesitate  to  send  another  bull 
.  to  the  Cardinal,  authorising  him  to  grant  licenses 
to  such  as  he  thought  proper  to  read  the  works 
of  "  that  pestilential  heretic,"  Martin  Luther, 
especial^  to  those  who  desired  to  read  them  with 
a  design  to  write  against  them ! 

It  is  not  our  wish  to  render  this  biography  a 
controversial  essay,  either  on  religion  or  politics — 
bnt  still,  to  apply  tiie  experience  of  past  times 
to  the  present,  we  may  ask,  what  is  this  but  the 
old  system  of  indulgence,  for  venial  sins  to  be 
oonmiitted  in  the  body,  now  applied  to  moral  per- 
ceptions, and  supposed  mental  error  ?  What  is 
the  plain  English  of  it  but  to  say, — "  pay  for  it ; 
and  you  may  do  ,what  you  please  and  think  what 
you  please :  hut  if  you  pay  not,  then  fire  and  fag- 
got in  this  win-ld,  and  fire  and  brimstone  in  the 
next,  shall  be  your  portion !" 

*  See  Wilkine'  Concilia,  iii.  p.  690 ;  also  Strjrpe'B  Eccle- 
siaatic  Mem.  i.  p.  36. 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


SSQ  WOLSEY;  THE  CARDINAL, 

From  these  occurreficeB  we  Bee  tlmt,  whatever 
firiendship  he  powessed  for  Ute  reformers  pexson* 
ally,  or  whatever  might  have,  been  Wols^s  sen- 
timents in  r^ard  to  a  partial  reformation  of  the 
churdi,  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  the  lengths 
which  Martin  Luther  had  already  draie;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  BurpriHing  that  be  hesitated 
not  thus  to  eafarte  the  pq>al  sentence  against 
that  reformer,  which  was  publicly  proclaimed  at 
St.  Paul's  Cross,  on  the  ISth  May,  1531,  when 
the  Cardinal  himself,  attended  by  nefu-ly  all  Che 
tnsfaops  and  mitred  abbots  of  the  kingdom,  went 
in  prooeflsion  to  the  cathedral  of  the  metropolis, 
and  where  he  was  received  with  the  hii^est 
ecclesiastical  honours* :  a  proceeding  evidesitly 
antecedent  to  the  bull  already  mentioned,  if  ^tes 
are  correct. 

Having  been  incensed,  or  more  {Hoperly  censed, 
on  his  arrival  i^  .the  church,  he  proceeded  to  the 
hi^h  altar  undier  a  canopy  <tf  clotfa  of  gold  home 
by  four  lushope ;  and,  having  made  his  oblation, 
went  from  thence  to  St.  Paid's  Cross,  where  a 
scaffold  had  been  previously  erected.  There  ha 
took  his  station  under  his  cloth  of  estate,  with  bis 
two  croMee  as  usual,  and  his  feet  resting  on  a 
bench  on  whidi  sate  the  p^al  ambassador  on  the 
right,  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbuiy  next  to 
him,  and  on  bis  left  the  Imperial  ambassador* 


*  Brit.  Mm.  CotL  Coll.  Vit  B.  It, 
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next  to  whom  was  the  Bishop  of  Duriwia ;  whilst 
ah  the  prektes  and  abbots  sat  on  two  fomiB. 

FishBr,.then  Bishop  of  Rochester,  was  appointad 
to  preach  the  Bermon  on  this  occa^tMoi,  whi(^  he 
is  stated  to  have  done  "  by  the  ccoiseDt  of  the 
whole  dergy  of  England,  1^  oommandmeDt  of  the 
pope,  agamst  (me  Martin  E^eutheriuH,  and  all  his 
wnricB ;  because  he  erred  sore,  and  spake  against 
the  holy  faith;  and  Enounced  them  accursed 
which  ^pt  any  of  his  boaks." 

To  enforce  this  discourse  and  "  suit  the  action 
to  the  word,"  many  copies  of  Luther's  works,  as 
then  published,  were  burnt  in  the  churchyard, 
even  during  the  sermcn ;  and«  when  &e  oefemony 
was  over,  the  Cardinal  invited  the  whole  of  tbo 
mitred  dergy  to  dine  with  him  at  his  palace  at 
Westminster. 

In  the  preceding  statraient,  the  "  Bishop  of 
Duriiam"  is  said  to  have  sat  next  to  the  Imperial 
ambassador ;  yet  bona  aame  dates,  Wolsey  himself 
must  have  been  the  mitred  poesessor  of  that  epfs> 
copal  palatinate :  since  it  is  recorded  in  the  Hi- 
story of  Durham  that  on  thellthof  Mardl,  15S1, 
Wolsey  being  then  Buhop,  he  was  eager  to  exer* 
dae  every  right  or  daim  resembling  those  whidi 
^ipertain  to  royalty;  and  accordingly,  on  that 
d^,  a  patent  was  made  out  for  supplying  the 
mint  there  with  coining-irons  from  the  Tower ; 
bnt  for  pennies  only.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  date  in  tJie  Durham  record  was  according 
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to  the  not  unusual  method  of  ending  the  year  at 
Lady-day;  so  that  it  really  waa  the  11th  of 
March,  15SS;  a  circumstance  vhiefa  iltufitrates 
the  chronological  difficulties  fainted  at  in  the  pre- 
face. Without  wasting  fiirther  time  on  a  subject 
not  of  a  very  high  imptntanoe,  we  may  notice, 
.  that  a  curious  anecdote  has  been  related  of 
Woleey  and  Ruthall,  Bishop  of  Duriiam,  whnn 
he  succeeded  in  that  see.  Ruthall  was  conse- 
crated in  1508,  and  in  the  course  of  a  dozm  years 
had  accumulated  such  wealth,  that  he  was  reputed 
the  ridiest  subject  in  the  realm.  Having  been 
often  employed  by  Henry  on  diplomatic  concerns, 
that  monarch  thought  proper  to  give  him  a  com- 
mission to  draw  up  an  account  of  the  revenues 
of  the  crown,  which  he  performed  with  his  usual 
ability  and  accuracy ;  and,  immediately  aftelTwardB, 
he  drew  up  an  account  of  his- own  estates  and  those 
of  the  bishopric.  These  accounts  were  bound  in 
velliun,  in  separate  volumes,  but  so  like  eadi 
other,  that  they  could  not  be  readily  distinguished 
by  their  outsider ;  and  in  that  state  they  were 
placed  ti^etha*  on  a  shelf  in  his  library.  Some- 
time in  lASl*,  Wolsey,  being  on  a  visitation  in 
the  north,  was  directed  by  the  king  to  procure 
the  account  which  he  had  ordered ;  and  the  Car- 
dinal having  done  so  on  his  arrival  at  Durham, 
the  bishop  commanded  one  of  his  servants  to 

*  Tliis  authentic  date  veriAea  the  chronological  correction 
in  a  preceding  page. 
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bring  him  the  book  bound  in  veUum;  but  the 
servant  brought  the  wrong  one,  which  Rnthall 
inadrertently,  and  without  examination,  delivered 
to  Wolsey  for  the  king.  From  this  book  it  ap- 
peared that  the  good  bishop  was  actually  worth 
£100,000 ;  but  no  socmer  did  he  discover  his  mis- 
take, which  was  not  until  his  arrival  in  London . 
some  months  afterwards,  than  he  felt  audi  terror 
for  his  property,  perhaps  for  his  life,  that  he  fell 
sick  and  died  of  despair,  in  152S.  This  made  an 
^isoopal  vacancy,  the  value  of  which  Wolsey  was 
now  too  well  acquainted  with  to  let  it  slip  through 
his  fingers ;  so  that  he  was  immediately  appointed, 
his  successor :  but  the  only  public  action  recorded 
of  him,  during  the  seven  years  that  he  held  the 
see,  was  his  rebuilding  one  third  of  the  Tyne- 
bridge,  on  the  southern  side.  This  n^id  accu- 
mulation of  wealth  by  a  bishop  was  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  professed  poverty  of  the  clergy, 
who,  as  expressed  in  a  letter  from  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  to  Wolsey,  should  they  be  obliged 
to  pay  the  demand  then  made  on  tbem  by  the 
king  and  Cardinal,  must  thereafter  live  in  con- 
tinual poverty,  and. many  of  them,  unable  loiter 
to  support  their  aged  parents,  be  forced  to  turn 
them  out  to  beggary.  He  further  states  this 
curious  fact,  that  the  clerical  claim  was,  that  the 
goods  of  the  church  were  the  goods  of  the  poor. 
-^"  Bcmrnn  pauperum,  et  non  r^^um  neque  no- 
bilimn." 

]3ut  if  the  secular  clergy  were  poor,  the  eu- 
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doired  monasteries,  as  the  Cardinal  well  knew, 
were  rich  enough  to  exdte  boUi  his  and  Henry's 
cupidity ;  and,  on  pretence'  of  appropriating  tbeir 
wealth  to  scholastic  and  other  useful  purposes, 
th^  failed  not  to  take  example  £rom  the  Bishc^ 
of  Rochester,  who  first  set  it  to  them,  by  advising 
the  diaBolnti<Hi  of  the  monastery  of  Bromhall,  for 
the  BUppCHl  of  St  John's  College,  Oxfbrd. 

Woleey  was,  at  this  period,  a  constant  att«aidaot 
at  court,  whenever  the  duties  of  his  high  offices 
would  p^^t  him.  On  Sundays,  in  particolar, 
he  always  went  to  Greenwich  with  all  the  -pomp 
(tf  his  usual  mode  of  travelliog,  though  going  t^ 
water.  His  custom  was  to  take  his  own  barge  at 
York-stairs  with  his  g«itlemeij  and  yeomen  stand- 
ing round  him,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Three 
Crane-stairs ;  and,  landing  there,  to  ride  through 
Hiames-street  to  Billingsgate,  preceded  by  all  his 
ecclesiastical  and  chancery  paraphernalia.  It  is 
curious  to  notice  this  part  of  his  plan,  which  was 
evidently  to  avoid  passing  through  London-lRidge; 
and  from  thence  we  may  perhaps  infer  that  its 
fidl,  even  then,  was  considered  dangerous. 

At  Billingsgate  he  again  embarked,  and  on  his 
landing  at  Greenwich  was  received  by  the  su- 
perior officers  of  the  royal  household,  and  carried 
up  to  the  palace  as  it  were  in  triumph.  On  those 
occadons,  when  so  much  pomp  and  so  many  at- 
tendants were  displayed,  he  always  returned  to 
town  in  the  evening,  and  with  ^iiifj|<"'  fono  and 
ceranony. 
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In  this  strict  attention  to  etiquette,  tiie  Car- 
dinal had  two,  perhaps  three,  ohjects  in  view— 4o 
iwesarre  his  personal  influence  with  the  kiog ;  to 
impress  a  high  sense  of  his  dignity  upon  the 
people ;  and  to  gratify  his  own  ambition  and  love 
of  show. 

Notwithstanding  Wolsey's  activity  in  state  af- 
fairs at  home,  and  the  pleasure  which  the  king 
enjoyed  in  his  society  at  court,  or  at  some  of  the 
Cardinal'B  own  residences,  where  his  majesty  was 
a  frequent  visitor,  yet  his  diplomatic  exertioDfl 
ahroad  were  often  fixmd  necessary,  particularly 
during  thia  year,  on  an  embassy,  "both  to  the 
King  of  France,  and  the  Emperor,  titen  at 
Bruges. 

Thia  embea^  arose  out  of  the  folh>wing  dri- 
eumstuices.  Soon  after  the  royal  interviews  in 
the  precedii^  year,  the  King  of  France  had  de* 
dared  open  war  against  Charles  V.,  in  which  th« 
greatest  pert  of  Europe  was  involved,  cr  likely  to 
be  so ;  a  cirounstiuice  the  more  particularly  un- 
fortunate, as  at  that  very  period  the  Turks  were 
pursuing  their  ravages  in  Italy  and  Greece,  almost 
without  opposition.  These  considerations  induced 
Henry  to  become  arbiter  between  the  contending 
parties,  and  accordingly  Wolsey  was  appointed 
to  the  important  duty :  with  powers  also  *  to  treat 
of  amity  with  the  French  king,  and  to  counteract 

*  Rymer's  Fied.  xiiL  p.  749.  9th  Jsly,  1531. 
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the  duplicity  of  Pope  Z^eo,  who  had  entered  into 
one  private  treaty  with  Francis,  to  ae^9t  him  in 
the  conquest  of  Naples  from  the  Emperor,  and 
into  another  with  Charles,  engaging  to  aid  him 
in  the  conquest  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan  from 
France. 

That  the  appointment  of  Wolsey  to  this  mission 
must  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Emperor  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  of  his  having  written  from 
Ghent,  on  the  SOth  of  July,  to  the  Cardinal,  an 
autograph  letter,  in  which  he  invited  him  to 
come  over,  on  a  visit,  that  he  might  open  all  his 
affairs  to  him ;  a  circumstance  that  may  have 
hastened  Wolsey*s  departure,  as  he  landed  at 
Calais  on  the  2d  of  August,  in  the  professed  cha- 
racter of  mediator.  At  Calais  he  was  received  by 
the  ambassadors  both  of  fVance  and  Austria ;  but 
there  soon  appeared  much  haughtiness  and  dis- 
trust on  both  sides,  which  the  Cardinal  could  not 
allay,  and  was  ther^ore  obliged  to  temporize. 
Even  towards  hinuelf,  at  least  on  the  part  of 
France,  some  personal  distaste  was  felt ;  in  fact. 
Lord  Herbert  affirms  that  Francis  dedined,  as 
much  as  he  could,  his  arbitrement,  not  tfainkiiig 
him  an  equal  judge.  This,  if  correct,  only  stimu- 
lated Wolsey  to  action;  and  when  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  in  fiill  confidence  of  their  mon- 
arch's support  and  approbation,  objected  to  his 
going  to  Bruges  to  meet  the  Emperor  in  private 
conference,  threat^iiiig  that  if  he  did  so  they 


..cdbvGooylc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  937 

would  Iweak  off  t^  confavDces  and  letuni  to 
Paris,  he  oooUy  told  ihexa,  that  if  they  did  he 
would  declare  thezn  to  be  the  aggressors  and  ene> 
mies  to  peace  and  -to  the  King  of  England :  under 
which  menace,  they  found  themselves  obliged  to 
wait  his  return  from  the  special  embassy,  whitdi, 
it  has  been  s^d,  was  on  two  special  points — first, 
to  propose  a  marriage  between  Charles  and  his 
cousin,  the  infiuit  princess  (Mary) ;  and,  secondly, 
to  arrange  a  Treaty  of  Indemnity,  evidently  for 
Wolaey's  private  benefit,  since  its  object  was  to 
persuade  the  Emperor  to  take  upon  himself  the 
payments  for  Touruay,  should  Francis  fail  in 
their  fulfilment ;  but  this  appears  contrary  to  all 
common  sense,  since  there  was  nothing  offered  to 
Charles  in  lieu. 

There  are  several  curious  circumstances  on 
record  .  reqtecting  the  embassy,  which  deserve  a 
place  here.  We  are  told  that  "  forasmuch  as  the 
old  Empercnr  Maximilian  was  dead,  and  for  divers 
other  reasons  touching  his  MajesUe,  it  was  thought 
fit  that  about  such  weighty  matters,  and  to  so 
Doble  a  prince" — Charles  V — "  the  Cardinal  was 
most  meete  to  be  sent  on  this  embassage ;  and  he 
being  one  ready  to  take  the  cfaai^  thereof  upon 
h^  was  fiimished  in  every  respect  like  a  great 
prince,  which  was  much  to  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jestie,  and  of  this  realme." 

It  appears  Uiat  his  pomp  and  appointments 
were  both   as    cardinal   and   ambassador.      His 
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suite  wu  very  nttmaoaa:  the  gentHemen  vera 
dothed  in  lively  coats  of  the  best  crimsm  velvet, 
with  chains  of  ^Id  about  their  necks ;  idiilBt  the 
yeomen  and  all  the  inferior  officers  were  in  dresses 
of  Ibe  scarlet  cloth  **  guarded  with  Uadce  velvet, 
one  hand  breadth." 

On  his  joining  the  EmpratH'  at  Bruges,  who 
had  even  rode  out  to  meet  him,  his  suite  was  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  most  respectable  inhabit- 
ants, the  Kmperor  issuing  orders  that  no  indi* 
vidnals,  upon  pain  of  their  lives,  should  take  any 
money  for  the  accommodation  thus  enjoyed. — 
**No,  although  they  were  disposed  to  make  costly 
banquets,  further  commanding  their  said  hosts 
that  they  should  want  nothing  which  they  ho- 
nestly required,  or  desired  to  have."  For  all  this, 
however,  the  inhatntants  were  paid  daily  by  the 
Emperor'B  cheers,  who  called  eadi  momisg,  at 
every  house  wha%  Englishmen  were  lodged,  f€x 
that  purpose,  and  to  **  fetch  away  their  stufie." 
This  alludes  to  what  was  called  their  "  h'viug^  <rf 
the  night  before ;  for  at  evety  bouse,  "  first  the 
officers  brought  a  casteele  of  fine  manchet,  thra 
two  silver  pots  of  wine,  and  ft  pound  f^  sugar, 
White  lights  and  yellow  lif^ts;  a  bowle  of  silver 
and  a  goblet  to  drinke  in,  and  every  n^t  a  staff* 
torch.  TMb  was  the  order  of  their  Hvery  every 
night," 

This  imperial  interview  occupied  thirteen  days, 
when  Wolscy  returned  to  Calais  to  oocclude  the 
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negotiatknifl  between  the  plenipotentiarieB  of  both 
powers  ;  but  he  &uiid  those  al  France  extrem^ 
jealous  of  his  proceedings,  though  anziouB  for  his 
return.  The  proposed  treaty  of  congress  was  soon 
etnnpleted  and  executed,  being  first  prepared  by 
Wolsey;  but  the  articles  were  mere  trifles  in  them- 
BelveSj'and  the  Cardinal  did  not  escape  censure, 
that  he  went  too  &r  in  placing  himself  on  a  levd 
with  the  King  of  England,  as  joint  guarantee  of 
the  treaty !  When  Wolsey  left  England,  he  took 
with  him  the  great  seal,  and  during  his  protracted 
Stay  at  Calais  he  sealed  all  papers  and  patents  that 
were  sent  over  to  him ;  but  this  afterwards  formed 
a  heavy  item  in  the  chaises  against  him,  and  with 
•ome  ^^warance  oi  justice  also,  for  the  want  of 
flie  great  seal  actually  rendered  it  impossible  le- 
gally to  appoint  the  sheriffs  at  the  proper  period 
appointed  l^  law. 

During  his  stay  he  was  not  foi^;etful  of  afiairs 
at  home,  as  ih«%  is  a  letter  extant  irom  him  to 
the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  directing  him  by  special 
authority  to  "  procede  agaynst  the  enofmytes,  mys- 
govemancra,  and  slanderus  levynge,  longe  tyme 
heretofore  hade,  usede,  and  coulynuedfi  by  tbe 
prkves  and  the  nonnes  for  the  tymes  beyng,"  in 
-Chat  diocese.  This  letter  was  dated  in  October ; 
and,  in  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  he  set  off  for 
England,  joining  the  court  at  Bletchingly  on  the 
S7th  of  November. 

But  a  wider  field  of  ambition  now  opened  to 
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him  in  the  death  of  Pope  Leo  *,  which  took  place 
on  the  Ist  of  December;  and  Wols^  no  booosx 

*  The  character  of  this  pope  is  very  well  drawn  tip  in  > 
recent  work  of  fancy  nnd  the  arts,  of  which  an  esta«ct  is  hare 
offered: 

"  Gioranni  de  Medici,  afterwards  Leo  X.,  was  admitted 
into  holy  ordera  at  the  age  of  Reven  years.  Soon  afterwardi 
the  fVench  king,  Lonis  XI.,  appointed  him  to  the  archbithopric 
of  Aix,  and  then  to  the  ahbacy  of  Pasignano,  when  it  was 
found  that  in  fact  the  archbishop  was  not  yet  dead.  He  ob* 
tuned  a  cardinal's  hat  at  tiie  age  of  thirteen,  and  when  only 
thirty-eight  years  old  he  was  elected  pope. 

"The  rest  of  his  life  is,  in  truth,  inseparable  from  the  ge- 
neralhiatory  of  politics,  religion,  manners,  literature,  and  the 
arts,  in  his  time.  '  It  was  difficult,  however,'  says  Aretino, 
'  to  judge  whether  the  merit  of  the  learned,  or  the  trieln  of 
bnSbons,  afforded  most  delight  to  the  pope.  The  deformities 
and  vices,  the  negligences  and  errors  of  men — nay,  cvm 
idiotcy,  were  made  a  matter  of  niirtb.'  Iieo  was  as  sumptuons 
in  his  feasts  as  he  was  ostentatious  in  his  Uter^  patronage. 
Hie  table  was  more  splendid  than  that  of  any  preceding  pon- 
tiff. A  jodge  of  wines  and  sauces  was  always  a  wdooae 
guest.  The  simplicity  of  Adrian,  his  successor,  was,  in  com- 
parison, called  meanness.  That  unoAtentatioos  pope  found 
that  the  treasury  had  been  rained  by  the  prodigality  of  Leo. 
Economy  in  every  branch  of  expense  was  used  by  the  new 
pontiff,  and  the  tribe  of  dismissed  parasites  indulged  thor 
rage  in  calumny.  They  even  satirised  Adrian's  German  taste, 
whidi  preferred  beer  to  wine.  In  Leo's  imperial  establiihneit 
there  were  one  hundred  gentlemen,  whose  sole  duty  it  was  to 
attend  him  occasionally  on  horseback.  Adrian  reduced  the 
number  to  twelve. 

"  Leo's  favourite  araosement  was  the  diase.  The  affairs  of 
the  papacy- often  were  snapeaded  for  aevatl  days  togeth«. 
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heard  of  it  than  be  sent  Dr.  Pace  *  to  Rome,  to 
negotiate  with  the  eondave  general^,  and  with 

on  BccouDt  of  this  diversion.  The  cl<we  of  a  snccessfnl  day  of 
hnntbig  wu  the,  best  time  of  solidtiog  a  farooT  from  the  pope. 
Bat  tike  moot  elegant  nUxation  of  Leo  waa  in  mtHic  He  mt 
bimaelf  agood  muiciuij  and  nsed  the  great  power  of  hia  star 
tion  in  enconnging  the  Ecieuce.  He  promoted  some  men  ia 
the  cbnrch,  solely  on  acconnt  of  the  improvements  which  they 
bad  made  in  the  choral  service. 

"  Of  literature  he  was  the  hereditary  patron.  He  pnrsoect 
with  the  ardonr  of  Cosmo,  and  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  the  search 
after  andent  mannscripti.  His  two  secretaries  rank  in  the 
first  class  of  learning.  His  agents  penetrated  into  every  place 
where  literary  remains  could,  tn  any  probability,  be  concealed. 
The  most  important  discovery  was  made  in  the  abbey  of  Cor- 
Tfly.  in  Westphalia,  where  the  Arst  five  books  of  the  Annals 
of  Tacitns,  that  had  been  so  long  lost,  were  found.  He  en- 
larged the  library  of  the  Vatican,  re-established  the  Roman 
university,  created  the  Greek  Gymnasian ;  he  founded  even  an 
Oriental  printing-press  at  Rome.  He  had  been  accomplished 
in  literature  by  Poliiuano,  and  Demetrius  of  Chalds,  two  of 
the  most  finished  Greek  scholars  in  the  fifteenth  centory.  In 
tmth,  no  man  possessed  more  el^ant  scholarship  than  Leo> 
YcA,  while  he  neglected  Ariosto,  Buooarotti,  and  Da  Vtnd,  be 
befriended  Giovio  and  Retro  Aredno,  men  who  were  as  de- 
testable for  the  immorality  of  their  lives  as  for  the  venality 
(tf  their  pens. 

"  An  slcbymist,  who  wasted  his  time  and  talents  in  the  vain 
pnnnit  of  the  transmutation  of  inferior  metals  into  gold,  wrotQ 
n  poem  on  his  favonrite  theme,  and  dedicated  it  to  Leo,  whose 
pTofoeion  made  him  stand  much  in  want  of  such  an  art:  in 
return  for  this  dedication,  the  pope  presented  the  author  with 
an  empty  pnrse." 

*  Onr  Avonian  bard  has  given  currency  to  a  charge  against 
Wolaey  in  rtapect  to  this  pwMn/  wUcb,  kowocr,  ve  have 
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the  t-nwiiMftin  in  private,  but  an  dectum  took  plaoe 
before  his  aniTal:  and  it  is  also  a  &ct*,  that 
Charles  V.  actually  wrote  to  his  anbaSBadois  at 
Rome,  to  Bolidt  the  conclave  to  put  Wolsey  into 
the  vacant  chair.  In  doing  thus,  he  so  &r  fulfilled 
his  previous  promise  to  Wolsey :  but  his  dufdidtjr 
was  BOOH  apparent,  though  the  Cardinal  had  made 
him  great  promises  in  return  for  his  solicited  in- 
terference ;  especially  the  very  remarkable  notice, 

no  resBon  to  consider  well-founded.  Shalcespeare,  mdeed> 
cmnaot  be  made  reaponnble  for  comman  report,  when  he  in- 
trodnccfl  the  following  dialogne  betweea  CampeLns  and  the 
Cardinftlj  whilst  speaking  of  Gardiner. 

"  Cmt.  My  lord  of  York,  tna  not  on«  Dr.  Pace 
In  this  man's  place  before  him! 

t*^ol.  Yea,  he  was. 

Cam.  Waa  he  not  held  a  learned  man } 

fFol.  Yea,  flnrdy. 

Cam.  Believe  me,  there  'a  an  ill  opinion  spread  then 
Even  of  yourself.  Lord  Cardinal. 

fTol.  How!  of  me? 

Com.  They  will  not  stick  to  say,  yoa  enned  him^ 
And,  fesring  he  wonld  risej  be  was  so  Tirtaons, 
Kept  him  a  foreign  man  itill  j  wHcli  so  grieved  him. 
Hut  he  ran  mad,  and  died. 

f^at.  Heaven's  peaoe  be  with  him ! 

Hkat  's  Christian  care  enough  i  for  living  mnrmorera. 
There's  placea  of  reboke.     He  was  a  fool; 
For  he  would  needs  be  virtoous :  that  good  fellow. 
If  I  command  him,  follows  my  t^>p<nntment; 
I  wiQ  have  none  so  near  else.    Learn  this,  brother. 
We  live  not  to  be  griped  by  meaner  persons." 

*  Brit.  Has.  Col.  VH.  b.  iv.  103. 
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that  aa  the  King  of  BnglAnd  daimed  a  right  to  be 
arbiter  of  Christendom,  it  would  then  be  his  part 
to  be  instrumental  towards  the  exercise  of  that 
right,  but  that  he  should  be  always  ready  to  dis- 
poee  that  king  to  the  beet  (^ces,  and  the  strictest 
correspondence,  with  his  imperial  majesty. 
'  It  has  been  said  that  Wolsey  considered  himself 
more  secure  of  the  papal  chur  on  the  death  of 
Leo  than  on  any  oth^  occasitm ;  having,  as  he 
believed,  not  only  many,  cardinals  in  his  &vour  at 
Rome,  but  also  the  emperor  himself.  As  to  the 
latter,  however,  he  was  completely  disappointed ; 
for  Charles,  notwithstanding-  bis  open  aid,  letters, 
and  promises,  particl^arly  recommended  to  the 
conclave  his  own  schoc^-master,  Cardinal  Adrian*, 
who  was  elected,  not  only  in  amsequence  of  the 
emperor's  letters,  but  also  for  his  learning,  virtue, 
and  wmrth. 

When  the  election  took  place,  Wolsey  was  very 
indignant;  and  it  has  been  asserted,  at  least  by 
Ais  enemies,  that  it  spurred  him  on  for  revenge 
against  the  emptor,  to  offer  to  Henry  every  ex- 
dtement  that  could  lead  him  to  a  separation  from 
his  queen,  Katharine. 

Chi  tiiis  subject  it  has  been  brought  forward 
as  matter  of  serious  charge  agaiust  him,  that 
although,  at  first,  he  would  not  himself.  i4ipear  to 

*  In  1511,  Wolsey  had&ctoally  solicited  Henry  to  support 
Ae  same  Adrian,  on  a  similaT  racancy, 

r2 
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meddle  in  the  affair,  yet  that  he  H«it  for  haa^ 
landr  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  then  confesaor  to  the 
loBg,  and  told  him  of  certain  scniples  and  doidita 
which  he  now  declared  himself  to  be  pnzaled  hy 
respecting  the  legality  of  the  royal  marriage; 
adding,  "  I  fear  it  is  not  as  it  should  be,  for  very 
many  learned  men  hold  It  unlawful  for  him  to 
marry  his  brother's  wife ;  and  forasmuch  as  the 
(jbaige  of  the  king's  soul  lies  on  your  hands,  I 
think  it  but  your  duty  to  inform  hia  m^^ty  of 
the  peril  and  danger  he  stands  in." 

With  this  plea  he  ui^ed  the  confessor  ii» 
strongly,  that  the  latter,  at  length*  consented  to 
Iffoadi  the  matter  to  Henry,  and  so  &r  to  ad- 
monish him  on  the  subject,  as  to  induce  him  to 
have  the  question  debated  and  discussed  by  tJie 
most  learned  men,  both  in  England  and  elsewhere, 
in  ord^  to  satisfy  and  tranquillise  the  conacienees 
at  his  £ftithfal  and  loving  subjects;  not  one  of 
whom,  howcT^,  with  the  exception  of  the  Car- 
dinal' himself,  felt  any  uneasiness  about  the  matter.^ 
When  Henry  first  heard  the  doubt  started,  ho 
was,  or  appeared  to  be,  much  aroaged,  and  also. 
much  grieved,  saying  to  the  confessor,  **  What, 
my  lord !  let  us  take  heed  what  we  do.  Cousulta 
et  definita,  to  call  again  into  question !"  wUch  in- 
duced JjHJigland,  at  onoe,  to  t^  Wptsey  tb»t  he 
would  meddle  no  more  in  the  affair :  but  the  re- 
Tengeftil  Cardinal  was  not  thus  to  be  put  off  Geana 
his  plan,  exclaiming,  .'*  What,  my  lord,  shall  tint 
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ln«atfaofB  man  make  you  start  one  jot  from  your 
duty?  Be  he  idag,  be  he  emperor,  yon  do  what 
becomes  a  priest  and  a  bishop.  Speak  to  the  king 
again.  Urge,  obtecra,  opportune,  importune. 
Move  the  matter  once  more,  and  I  shall  be  pre- 
sent. Let  it  not  be  known  that  I  am  thus  much 
acquainted  with  it ;  and  then  I  will  rid  you  of 
your  labour." 

It  has  been  denied,  though  not  on  any  good 
authority,  that  Wolaey'a  object  was  now  to  induce 
Henry  to  form  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  France, 
by  a  match  with  the  Lady  Eleanor,  Duchess  of 
AJsn^cai,  and  slst^  to  the  French  monarch ;  and 
it  must  be  admowledgied,  that  if  the  Cardinal  had 
intended  the  most  potent  revenge  against  his  im- 
perial enemy,  nothing  could  have  been  adopted 
more  lilrely  to  gratify  that  ^irit,  or  to  give  pain 
to  the  emperor,  thqn  the  slur  of  incest,  through  a 
course  of  twenty  years,  thus  cast  upon  his  aunt, 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  he  would  have  given  a 
powerful  ally  to  the  French  kingi  then  at  war 
with  his  imperial  majesty.  It  was  on  this  account 
^tat  Wolaey  himself  entreated  to  be  sent  amba»J 
sador  to  France ;  but  ereo  then  Henry  was  playing 
a  double  part  with  him,  being  already  enamoured 
of  the  Lady  Anne  Boleyn. 

Of  these  n^otiations  the  unhappy  Katharine 
was  totally  ignorant ;  indeed  she  was  now  so  gn^ 
ctous  to  Wolsey,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
die  had  chosen  him  as  her  special  companion  in  a 
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progress  to  Camlnidge.  where  he  was  reeeired 

with  honours  i^tproadung  ahoost  to  royalty. 

Jn  the  midst  oi  state  affairs,  and  foreign  diplo- 
macy, the  Cardinal  still  foumUeisure  to  attend  to 
hia  own  private  ohjects ;  ana  tl^  year  he  had 
ueariy  finished  Hampton  Court;  iu  a  style  of  ar- 
diitectural  elegance  (GoVac  however)  which  he  is 
said  to  have  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  ingra- 
tiating himself  more  with  Pope  Let^  then  'con- 
sidered as  the  principal  patron  of  the  arts. 

To  Leo  X.  Europe  certauily  owed  much  for  the 
revival  of  art,  particularly  in  architecture,  since 
under  his  auspicee,  and  those  of  his  fiunily,  die 
Hedid,  students  were  encouraged  to  «p^y  them- 
selves to  antique  models,  and  to  measure  their 
pn^ortiona,  that  they  might  de^gn  the  oidas 
with  precision.  On  this  subject,  it  is  wdl  observed 
by  an  elegant  writer  on  the  arts,  tiiat  some  of  the 
first  ootempMviy  ardiitects,  such  as  Bramente, 
Sangallo,  and  Michelagnoulo,erected  edifices  idiich 
excelled  those  <£  the  Greeks,  both  in  magnificence 
and  r^ularity,  in  such  a  d^free,  as  to  offer  the 
beet  examples  to  other  natitms.  In  short,  it  may 
fiiirly  be  considered,  that  the  Commencement  of 
the  church  of  St.  Peter  is  to  be  r^arded  as  the 
epocha  of  the  revival  of  architecture  In  Eun^  ; 
and,  as  Dallaway  remarics,  the  age  of  the  magni- 
ficent Leo  X.  must  be  always  interesting  to  the 
lovers  of  literature  and  the  artsi 

To  the  revival  of  classic  architecture  Wolsey, 
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faowerer,  seems  to  have  paid  but  little,  if  an^,  at- 
tention. To  painting  also  he  was  equally  indif- 
ferent, though  Holbein  was  a  favourite  with  Henry 
and  his  court :  perhaps  this  may  have  arisen  from 
the  circumstance  of  that  painter  being  particularly 
patronised  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  long  the  poli- 
tical rival  of  the  Cardinal. 

If  he  failed  in  his  wishes  to  ingratiate  Iieo,  yet 
he  was  not  the  less  successful  with  his  own  mon- 
arch, since,  in  the  course  of  the  very  last  month 
of  this  year,  we  find  him  receiving  a  grant  of 
several  manors  in  Lincolnshire,  which  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  king  during  the  minority  of  the 
young  Earl  of  Derby,  only  eleven  years  of  age,  at 
the  death  of  his  parent;  also  the  king's  Mef, 
dated  7th  of  December  *,  conferring  upon  him  in 
full  the  cure  end  administration  of  the  monastery 
of  St.  Alban's,  both  in  spirituals  and  in  temporals, 
whic^  had  beftnre  been  partly  conferred  "  in  com- 


*  Rymer's  Foed.  xiii.  760. 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


WOLSEY,  THE  CABOZNAL. 


SECTION  VI. 

1622—1624. 

Title  of  Defender  of  the  Futti  conferred  opon  Henry — Em- 
peror visita  England— Forced  Loams,  and  popular  Diboob- 
tents — Wolaey'fl  Support  of  uuritime  lUgbU — ^Wmr  witk 
Fnuoe—Clty  Loau,  and  Anoodote*— Varions  OGclenM- 
tical  Gr&nta, .  and  royal  Fwoura — ProgresR  of  Refomiatiin 
—Monastic  Vices — Clerical  Hospitality — ^Wolsey's  Prrf- 
mises  and  good  Offices  to  Oxford — Parliamentary  Debates 
and  Struggles  for  Independence — Clerical  Exactions — Le- 
gantine  Power  confirmed,  and  finally  for  Ufe— Is  made  Bi- 
shop of  Dnrfcam— Visit  of  the  King  of  Denmark  to  Bi^id 
—Death  of  Pope  Adrian,  and  farther  Intrignei  for  tke 
Popedom— General  Politics  of  Europe— Exercise  of  legaa- 
tine  Power — Opposition  of  the  Priesthood  to  forced  Loans 
— Notifies  and  commences  the  Erection  of  his  new  School 
at  Ipswich)  and  Cardinal  College  at  Osfwd — Visits  to  mo- 
nastic Houses  for  Reformation — Suppression  of  sonnl— < 
Courtly  snd  priestly  Flattery — First  Establishment  of  me- 
dical Lectures  in  London — First  Appearance  of  Anne  Bo- 
leyn  at  Conrt — Varions  Anecdotes — Causes  of  her  early 
Enmity  to  the  CardiQal-~CoDrtly  Sports— Masqueradea, 

&C&C. 

In  January,  1A3S,  or  a  year  earlier  accordii^ 
to  some  chroDologiBta,  the  new  pope  aeot  a  le^ 
tion  to  England,  to  preeent  the  king  with  the  hull 
conferring  on  him  the  title  of  Def^der  of  the 
Faith;  and,  on  the  3d  of  February,  the  court 
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hang  thed  st  Greenwich,  WtdBey,  accompanied  by 
die  papal  ambossador,  attended  by  a  numennu 
train  of  nobles,  presented  himadf  at  court,  where 
the  king  met  them  at  hu  chamber-door,  welcoming 
them  both,  as  if  both  had  just  arrived  from  Rrane ; 
fbr  Wols^  tooic  especial  care  that  he  should  be 
named  in  every  legation  that  came  from  the  pope. 
The  royal  welcome  concluded,  the  Cardinal 
made  a  most  extraordinary  ^wech,  or  oration,  be- 
ginnii^  tiius :  "  High  and  victorioufi  king,  it  hath 
pleased  our  Lord  God  to  indue  your  grace  witb  a 
great  multitude  of  manifold  graces,  as  a  king  elect 
in  fiivour  of  the  high  Heaven,  and  so  appeareth 
f/KBeoHy  hy  your  noble  prason,  so  formed  and 
figured  in  shape  and  stature,  with  force  and  pill- 
diritude,  which  signifieth  t]le  present  pleasure  of 
our  Ix>rd  God  wrought  in  your  noble  grace."  After 
Has  high  flown  panegyric  in  praise  of  the  royal 
person,  the  wily  Cc^dinal  gave  equal  praise  to  hia 
wisdom,  prudence,  and  learning ;  concluding  with 
information  that  the  pope  had  sent  to  his  majesty 
an  act  in  bull  under  lead,  declaring  him  and  his 
s  to  be  Defender  of  the  Faith,  fa  ever- 


The  king  now  received  the  bull,  and  read  It ; 
after  which  it  was  openly  reed,  and  published  in 
the  court,  and  then  Henry  proceeded  to  the  chapel 
in  the  highest  courtly  state,  accompanied  by  all 
the  nobles,  and  by  the  varions  ambassadors  then 
at  court.     Wolsey,  himself  sung  the  mass,  being 
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attended  in  the  prefatoiy  oeremonies  by  the  Dakes 
of  Nrafalk  and  Sufiblk,  and  the  fiari  of  Essex; 
who,  not  very  mudi  to  their  own  liking,  ifere 
oUiged  to  wait  upon  the  priestly  upstart  with  the 
water  for  washing,  the  towel,  &c.  The  mass 
ended,  Wolsey  "  gave  unto  all  tiiem  that  heard 
the  masse  cleaue  remission,  and  blessed  the  king, 
and  the  queene,  and  all  the  people." 

But  events  more  important,  in  r^ard  to  the 
Cardinal's  welfiire,  were  now  pressing  forward; 
and  it  may  be  said,  that  the  year  15SS  was  one  of 
the  proudest  years  in  his  life,  inasmuch  as  he,  in 
his  correspondtenoe.with  foreign  princes,  was  now 
almost  as  familiar  as  in  his  personal  intercourse 
with  the  sovereign.  Accordingly,  we  find  a  most 
pressing,  yet  most  Mwdly,  letter'  to  him,  in 
March,  from  Anthony. Orihiani,  Doge  of  Venice, 
soliciting  his  interfercaice  with  the  Spanish  moa- 
•  arch  respecting  a  Venetian  ship  detained  in  some 
port  in  Spain;  and  soon  afterwarda,  when  the 
same  doge  addressed  a  congratulatory  epistle  to' 
Henry  on  his  receiving  the  title  of  Defender  of 
the  Faitii,  he  did  not  fail  to  add  a  most  friendly 
rec(^;mtion  of  the  favourite.  But,  perhaps,  the 
most  extraordinary  letter  addressed  ta  Wolsey,  at 
this  period,  was  one  dated  from  Vittoria,  in  Spain, 
<m  the  Sd  of  February,  from  Pope  Adrian,  then 
ignorant  of  his  own  election  to  the  tiara,  in  whidi 
he  actually  signifies  the  rumour  of  Wols^s  elevk- 
tion  to  the  pope,  and  sdidts  the  supposed  new 
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pontiff  to  'promote  harmony  between  Henry  and 
the  emperor. 

Charles,  howeTer,  did  not  tru^t  to  epistolary 
nc^odationa  alone,  but  determined  on  a  visit  to  . 
England  to  further  his  political  purposes ;  and  he 
acoordinji^y  landed  at  Dover,  when  the  Cardinal, 
<m  the  20th  of  May,  rode  through  the  dty,  on  his 
route  to  receive  him,  attended  by  a  train  of  two 
earls,  thirty-eix  laiights,  one  hundred  gentlranen, 
eight  bifihopB,  ten  abbots,  thirty  chaplains,  and 
seven  hundred  yeomen ! 

The  emperor  was  received  at  court  in  all  due 
state ;  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  he  and  the  king 
rode  from  Qreenwich  to  St.  Paul's,  where  Wols^ 
himself  sung  high  mass :  indeed,  he  may  be  said 
to  have  already  touched  the  emperor  "  to  some 
tune,"  for  of  the  aaCme  day's  date,  we  6nd  tC  letter 
written  to  him  by  Charles,  and  dated  **  Ixindon," 
in  which  he  engages  to  pay  to  the  Cardinal  9000 
crowns  of  pension,  also  S500  ducats,  until  the  Vke 
sum  should  be  assigned  out  of  the  vacant  churches 
in  Spain,  in  lieu  of  the  annuity  from  t^  bishopric 
of  Badajoz,  which  Charles  wished  to  dispense  frtnn 
the  payment  of  it. 

Wolsey  seems  indeed  to  have  had  amsiderable 
tronUe,  at  or  about  this  time,  in  procuring  any 
payments  from  Spaia;  either  frdm  Falenda  or 
Tdedo:  as  there  is  a  letter  from  him  extant,  but 
without  date,  addressed  to  Dr.  Lee,  the  Icing's 
almoner,  then  with  the  empexar,  in  which  he  states 
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the  a{ipointmcait  of  Master  John  Almayn  to  be 
a  receiver  along  with  Lee,  with  a  salary  (rf  500 
ducats,  **  which  I  suppose  will  make  him  emest, 
diligent,  and  benevolent,  in  assisting  you  in  levy- 
ing the  rest,  with  the  averages  of  the  same." 

During  all  these  political  n^otiations,  WcHaef 
was  attentive  'in  paying  every  respect  to  Charles, 
both  ecclesiastical  and  royal.  This  he  carried  to 
an  unprecedented  extent  of  splendour,  so  that  it  is 
not  surprising  that  the  state  assumed  by  the  Cazu 
dinal  should  have  given  great  offence  to  English- 
men ;  when  even  the  Spaniards,  wha  accompanied 
the  emperor  on  his  visit,  were  disgusted  with  it, 
especially  on  one  occasion,  we  believe,  when  ba 
performed  mass  before  the  emperor  and  the  king  ^ 
at  Bt.  Paul's.  We  are  informed  that  he  there  had 
bis  "  travers  and  cupborde,"  and  before  the  mass 
two  barons  gave  him  water,  and  after  the  goqiel 
two  earls  did  the  same ;  whilst  at  the  last  lavatory, 
the  degrading  office  was  performed  by  two  dukes. 

These  feelings  of  displeasure,  in  the  minds  <rf 
the  people,  were  much  heightoied  by  the  heavy 
burthens  that  were  laid  upon  them  under  the  name 
of  loans,  particularly  when  the  king  sent  into  the 
dty  to  borrow  £  30,000.  This  was  very  grating 
to  the  dtisens,  but  the  loan  was  premised  never- 
theless ;  the  lord  mayor  sending  only  for  the  moat 
substantial  to  make  up  the  sum :  which,  hoirerer, 
was  not  done  until  several  of,  the  companies  ac> 
tually  parted  with  their  i^te.     The  sun  beii^ 
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paid  into  the  lord  tnasnrer's  handg,  the  long  sent 
lus  letter  promising  papnent;  and  bo  did  the 
Cardinal ;  and  the  pow  were  contented,  eince  the 
rich  were  farced  to  lend. 

We  imifit,  however,  do  the  Cardinal  the  justice 
of  aajmg,  that  whenever  the  honour  or  interest 
of  the  country  were  at  stake,  and  not  in  opposition 
to  his  own  private  views,  he  behaved  with  a  de< 
gree  of  spirit  highly  honourable  to  him.  This  was 
particularly  exemplified  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  when  the  merchants  complained  loudly 
of  their  sufferings  Inan  the  piratical  proceedings 
both  of  France  and  Germany,  though  England 
{Hieserved  all  the  neutrality  of  one  that  wished  to 
be  a  mediator.  The  affair  having  been  taken  into 
deep  consideration  by  the  king  and  oonndl,  the 
French  ambassador  was  sent  for,  whom  Wolsey 
thus  addressed : — "  Sir  I  how  is  this  cbanee  hap> 
pened  ?  You  have  {ffomised  ever,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  your  master,  that  all  leagues,  promisee, 
ajid  covenants  should  be  kept,  tmd  that  iiill  resti- 
tution should  be  made  of  every  hurt  and  damage, 
and  that  firm  peace  and  amity  should  be  kept; 
but,  contrary  to  your  s^ing,  our  merchants  be 
rolled  and  spoiled,  yea,  although  he  hath  granted 
his  safe  conduct ;  yet  tb^  be  robbed,  and  stayed 
atfiourdeaux!  Is  this  the  peace  that  yon  and  your 
master  have  promised  to  be  kept  ?  Is  tiiis  the 
anoi^  that  he  was  sworn  to  keep?  Is  this  the 
w<4d  of  a  king  ?  Is  this  ^e  strength  of  a  prince 
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to  break  his  safe  oHiduct?  And  where  you  advised 
our  merchants  to  sue  in  France  for  restitution, 
and  did  warrant  them  to  be  restored,  ytni  have  pot 
them  to  cost  and  loes,  for  they  have  sued  there 
long  and  spent  their  goods,  without  any  redress ; 
and  now  you  have  imprisoned  them,  and  kfipt  both 
than  and  their  goods!  Is  this  justice?  la  this 
TCfltitutioii  ?  And  all  this  was  your  procurem^it, 
and  now  see  what  is  come  of  your  promise!  Surety 
this  m^  not  be  suffered ;  and  besides  this,  the 
king  is  informed  that  the  king  your  master  hath 
spcAen  by  him  foul  and  opprobrious  words ;  yea 
in  the  hearing  of  the  Englishmen,  which  were 
sore  grieved  to  hear  such  words,  and  were  not 
able  to  be  revestged." 

To  this  the  French  ambassador  answering  that 
it  was  not  so  as  it  was  reported,  Wolsey  instantly 
took  him  up,  exclaiming, — "  Well !  if  you  note  the 
council  of  England  so  light  as  to  tell  fables,  yon 
may  be  misadvised.  But  I  pray  you,"  added  he 
more  coolly,  "  how  oftentimes  hath  the  king 
written  to  your  master,  for  restitution  of  audi 
robberies  as  have  been  done,  and  yet  can  have  no 
redress  ?  Wherefine  he  granted  letters  of  marque, 
which  may  stand  with  the  Irague ;  but  M.  Cha* 
tillon  hath  taken  merchants  of  England  jHiaoDen, 
and  hath  sent  certain  here  fcnr  their  ransom !  That 
is  open  war ;  and  no  peace." 

The  French  ambassadra*  stuck  to  fais  lAd.  text  of 
dmial,  and  now  added  attempts  at  recrimination. 
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endeavouring  to  make  out  a  woree  caae  aganasttbe 
Eng^iisli  in  regard  to  France ;  but  Wolsey  was  not 
thus  to  be  led  from  hifl  purpose :  accordingly  he 
Bcmt  for  the  four  hostages  that  were  still  here  for 
the  payment  of  the  BUms  due  on  account  of  Tour- 
nay,  and  delivered  each  of  them  to  a  nobleman 
or  knight  for  safe  keeping ;  ctanmandiug  the  am- 
bassador also  to  keep  his  house,  in  silence  and 
not  again  to  come  into  the  royal  presence,  until 
he  was  sent  for. 

This  was  considered  by  the  ambassador  and  the 
hostages  as  a  great  and  unprovoked  insult ;  but 
Wolsey  went  on  without  ceremony,  giving  strict 
commandment  to  the  lord  mayor  to  attach  all  the 
Frendmien  in  the  city,  body  and  goods,  and  to 
Imep  them  in  prison,  .until  he,  should  hear  further 
of  the  king's  pleasure.  So  strictly  was  this  order 
put  in  force,  that  in  a  short  time  all  the  prisons, 
in  and  about  the  metropolis,  were  filled  with 
Frenchmrai ;  but  many  escaped  by  speaking  Dutidi, 
and  saying  that  they  were  Flemings,  not  French- 
men! ' 

Indeed,  Wcisey,  like  a  truft^wm  Englishman, 
notwithstanding  his  political  coquetry  with  the 
King  of  France  for  his  own  private  interests,  seems 
to  have  felt  an  intuitive  jealousy  (^  FreQch- am- 
bition, and  a  kind  of  personal  dislilce  also  for  that 
people;  in  confcnmity  with  which,  even  during 
the  recent  negotiations  at  Calais,  he  actually  wrote 
a  bopfc,  and  1^  the  king's  express  desire,  on  the 
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xeaBODS  and  apentioxiB  of  war  against  France  and 
pcdnting  out  the  method  of  aujqiortiiig  it  with 
vigour  and  effect :  and  even  before  war  had  com- 
meuced  he  waa  particularly  active  in  Balding  mp- 
pUes  and  Buheidies  for  the  support  of  the  ranperoff's 
laige  armies  both  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  Italy, 
where  great  things  were  bapeA  fiur,  from  the  ex- 
pected co-operation  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  then 
at  variance  with  FranciB,  on  account  of  the  office 
of  Constable  of  France  being  takoi  fnun  him,  to 
be  ooaferred  uptm  the  Duke  D'  Alenfon,  broths 
to  that  monarch. 

But  we  need  not  enter  deeply  into  these  extra- 
neoue  matters ;  it  is  sufficient  to  record  that  the 
war  Iwdie  out  again  in  15S8,  between  France  and 
Kngkmd ;  the  first  operations  opening  on  the  coast 
of  France,  with  an  attack  upon  Morlaix  by  the 
Iwd  high  admiral,  fdlowed  up  by  skinmshes  in 
the  vicinity  of  Calais,  in  all  of  which  the  £<ngliih 
arms  were  auojessful.  At  that  period  there  wem 
no  gasflttee,  so  that  the  first  public  notification  of 
these  suassses  was  on  the  6th  of  July,  when  Wot 
sey,  in  the  star  chamber,  announced  th^n  to  the 
kwds  and  others  assemUed.  He  further  declared 
that  Henry  would  never  have  entered  upon  hosti- 
lities had  the  French  monarch  kept  his  oath  aad 
promise;  mentioning  also  other  causes,  sudi  as  tkt 
invasion  of  the  finperial  dominions  by  France^ 
contrary  to  treaty;  the  neglect  and  ccmtampt 
shown  by  the  French  to  the  last  year's  embassy; 
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fibe  whhholdiilg  of  the  king'i  duties  and  his  sistei'a 
dower;  with  several  other  charges  of  a  minor 
nature. 

Measures  of  internal  security  were  inuuediately 
tdcen,  under 'Wolsey'B  directions,  by  the  imprison- 
ment of  all  Freodunen  and  Soots,  whose  good^ 
were  also  seized ;  but  where  any  of  these  had  mar-r 
ried  Englishwomen,  half  the  goods  were  restored 
for  the  use  of  the  wives  ayd  children:  as  for 
such  as  had  been  made  denizens  by  naturalization, 
even  they  were  obliged  to  find  good  and  suffidmt 
bond  for  their  quiet  behaviour. 

Six  weeks  after  the  announcement  of  hostilities, 
Wdsey  sent  for  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  in- 
formed than  that  the  king  had  ^pointed  com- 
missioners throuf^ut  the  kingdom  to  swear 
every  man  to  the  value  of  his  prc^Mrty,  the  more 
to  be  in  readiness  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and 
'  that  he,  the  Cardinal,  was  appointed  commissiones 
for  the  city;  an  office  which  bis  majesty,  himself, 
would  have  undertaken,  had  he  not  been  prevented 
by  other  affairs  of  state, — "  wherefore,  in  cohi 
venient  time,"  a^ed  Wolsey,  "certify  me  tbe 
number  of  all  such  as  be  worth  one  hundred  pounds 
and  upwards,  to  the  intent  I  may  swear  than  of 
then*  values;  forfo^  the  king  asketh  of  you,  your 
loving  hearts  and  due  obeysance,  the  which  shall 
iqspear  by  your  conformity  to  liis  reqifesta ;  and 
iHien  the  value  is  taken,  he  desireth  only  ibe  tenth 
part  of  goods  and  lands,  wbidi  is  the  least  reason-) 
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able  thing  that  you  can  aid  your  prince  vith.  1 
think  every-  of  you  will  afier  no  ksa ;  a»  for  the 
spiritualty,  erery  man  is  in  the  shires  sworn,  and 
diaU  and  will  gladly  pay  the  fourth  part  to  the 
king,  and  live  on  the  three  parts.  Now  to  your 
port  I  am  sure  you  will  not  grudge,  therefore, 
namemethemen  of  substance;  and  for  the  meaner 
sort,  mean^  commissioners  shall  be  appcanted." 

The  first  reply  t^  this  speech  was  from  a  mer< 
chant,  who  said, — **  Sir,  if  it  may  please  you,  honr 
•hall  this  tenth  part  to  the  long  be  delivered  ?" 

"  In  money,  plate,  or  Jewels,"  replied  Wolsey, 
"  at  a  TOlue." 

"  Oh !  my  Lord,"  ezdaimed  one  d  the  alder- 
men, ^  it  is  not  yet  two  months  since  the  king 
had  of  the  dty  £20,000  in  ready  money,  in  loan, 
whereby  the  dty  is  very  bare  of  money ;  for  God's 
sake  remember  this,  that  rich  merchants  ui  war 
be  bare  of  money." 

To  this  remonstrance  the  only  reply  of  the  Car- 
dinal was — **  Well !  this  must  be  done ;  and  there- 
fore go  about  it" 

Thus  ended  the  conf»%noe,  and  the  aldermen, 
each  in  their  respective  wards,  drew  up  lists  agree- 
able to  the  Cardinal's  directions ;  and  liie  persons 
therein  named  waited  uptm  him,  beseeching  him 
most  humbly  that  they  mig^t  not  be  swoxn  lor 
the  true  value  of  their  substance,  as  the  true 
TEduatifHi  was  unknown  to  them ;  besides  manj 
htmest  men's  credit  was  madi  greater  tlian  tlutr 
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nibgtaoce,  and  tbereflrae  they  were  in  doubt  how 
far  they  might,  unwittm^y,  incor  the  peril  of 
perjury. 

Wols^  was  prepared  even  for  Has,  and  imme- 
diately replied, — "  Well,  sjrth  you  dread  the  crime 
(^  penury,  it  is  a  sign  of  grace,  and  therefore  I 
will  for  yon  borrow  of  the  long  a  little.  Make 
you  your  bills  of  your  own  value,  likely  to  report 
your  fame,  and  then  more  Inuiness  needed  not; 
for  you  see  what  two  costly  armies  the  king  hath 
ready  against  both  France  and  Scofiland ;  there* 
ftire  now  show  yourselves  like  loving  sul^ects,  {ot 
yon  be  able  enough :  and  I  dare  swear  the  sub- 
stance of  fiondon  is  no  kss  worth  than  two  mil» 
lions  of  gold." 

At  this  the  merchants  started,  as  if  with  asto- 
ni^unent,  exclaiming,— <-"  We  would  to  God  thi^ 
it  were  so ;  and  the  city  is  sore  ^paired  by  the, 
great  occupying  of  strangers." 

"  WeU,"  reified  Wolsey,  "  it  shall  be  redressed, 
a  I  live ;  but  on  Saturday  next  I  shall  ^point  one 
'to  receive  yoor  bills;  and  he  that  is  of  credence, 
more  than  of  substance,  let  him  resort  to  me,  as  I 
will  be  secret  and  good  to  him." 

We  are  informed  by  Hall,  that  these  honeak 
ctUzens  now  departed  in  great  tribiilati<m,  and  that 
great  was  the  mourning  of  the  common  people,  as 
it  ever  is  in  such  eases  of  payments  >  bnt  in  the 
end,  <me  Doctor  Tonnys,  a  secretary  to  the  Car' 
dinal,  came  to  the  Onapter  House  in  St.  Paul's 
s3 
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Church-jrard,  to  whom  the  dtizeiiB  bniu^t  in 
their  atatonents,  "  and  on  their  honestie  they  were 
received,  which  valuea  afterwarde  turned  them  to 
dlBpleasure." 

It  was  not  until  the  6th  of  November  that  WoU 
sey  received  the  papal  bull  "  in  commenda"  fac 
the  monastery  of  St.  Alban's;  and  a  few  days 
afterwards  arrived  a  lett^  frcm  the  empeRH-,  in 
iriiich  he  calls  Henry  his  fiither,  as  if  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  marriage 
with  the  inftnt  pi^ceas, — "  the  said  kin^,  our 
good  fiither  and  uncle,  the  queen,  my  aunt  and 
mother,  and  c£  my  b»t  Moved  cousin  and  com- 
panion* the  princess,  their  daughter  *." 

These  new  sources  of  wealth,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  existence  of  ibe  papal  power 
in  England,  would  naturally  pre-dispose  Woiaef 
against  the  Reformation,  which,  indeed,  hitherto 
had  not  made  such  progress  as  mi^t  have  bem 
expected.  The  king  also  was,  as  yet,  too  proud  ot 
his  new  title  of  Defender  o£  the  Faith,  to  coun- 
tenance any  profiwsed  friends  of  the  Ref(«niaticHi; 
yet  the  peojde  were  beginning  to  open  their  eyes 
to  the  evils  resulting  from  the  popish  fcKms  and 
practices,  particulaiiy  ia  regard  to  fenule  virtue 
and  the  social  tie,  the  libertiniam  of  the  clergy 
being  now  insnfferaUe. 
Nor  were  the  people  condliated  by  the  acga* 

*  I^nv,  Fad.  xiil  770. 
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menta  used,  especially  by  those  of  Cardinal  Cam- 
peitis,  to  justify  the  celibacy  of  tiie  clergy,  when 
it  was  urged  tliat  married  priests  had  a  greater 
sin  to  answer  for  than  those  who  kept  many  con- 
Cttbinee ;  as  the  latter,  it  was  said,  mi^it  probably 
be  persuaded  that  concubinage  was  lawful,  whilst 
the  former  most  be  conscious  that  they  sinned 
against  their  known  duty.  The  one  party  he 
therefore  permitted  to  continue  in  full  indulgence; 
whilst  the  magistrate  was  called  on  to  assist  the 
bishops  in  censures  against  the  married  dei^. 

This  was  a  mode  of  reascming  not  at  all  adapted 
to  ibe  undo'standings  of  Englishmen.  Th£y  sair 
an  eril,  and  they  determined  to  remove  it;  not 
■diobBii^  to  temporize,  as  was  done  (»  tiie  Con- 
tinent, especially  in  Switzerland,  where,  as  .we  are 
t(dd  by  ZuingUus  the  &mouB  Swiss  Refbrmer, 
there  was  a  custom  in  some  of  the  cantons^  that 
when  a  new  curate  was  recedved  amongst  them, 
they  enjoined  him  to  keep  a  ooncu^e,  lest  he 
should  attempt  the  chastity  of  thdr  wives ! 

The  friends  of  lefbnnation  were  therefore  well 
pleased  when  they  saw  the  Cardinal,  under  the 
express  royal  ^iprobation,  fairly,  thouf^  uncoo. 
scuKiBly,  commence  the  great  work  by  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  miHiasteries,  then  noted  fiir  the  vice 
and  depravity  witliin  their  walls. 

It  is  true  that  the  groundworic  on  whidi  the 
firet  instances  were  founded,  was  the  intended  pur- 
pose of  estabUsfaing  schools  and  collies  with  their 
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wedhh ;  but  the  judicious  fbresnr  diat  tnch  a  ^ 
work,  once  begun,  would  always  find  reseoiu  fior 
its  cbntiuiMmce,  and  they  expected,  with  good 
RMou,  that  the  cupidity  both  of  Wolsey  and  tiie 
king,  ab-eady  manifested  in  Taiioua  attoapts  upon 
the  wealth  of  the  secular  c^er^,  could  not  &til  to 
become  raxxe  insatiate  by  gratification. 

That  many  curious  discovoies  were  made,  on 
the  final  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  cannot  be 
doubted,  though  periiape  by  no  means  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  charges  brought  against  the  monks, 
now  dotaned  to  plunder  and  destruction.  Two  spe- 
einiCTS  of  these  accusations  we  shall  give*; — the 
first  is  in  a  report  from  John  Hales,  sent  to  Seci<e^ 
tary  Cromwell,  whilst  on  a  vuitation  to  Sonlbie — 

"  According  to  your  pleasure  and  command- 
ment, the  pi^istical  denn  of  idle  and  utterly  ui^ 
learned  beasts  at  Soulbie  is  hrdKo  up  and  dl»- 
persed,  and  your  servant  is  in  possessioD."-^ 

The  otho-  is  from  Dr.  Richard  Layton,  and 
dated  from  MaidBttme— 

**  At  Lewis  I  found  corruptirai  of  both  the 
kinds-~~et  quod  pejus  est,  traturus.  The  Supe- 
rior hath  confessed  to  me  treason  in  his  preadiing. 

**  At  Battd,  I  found  the  abbot  and  all  bis  «»- 
▼ent,  saveing  one  or  two,  great  dayly  •  •  *  •  and 
traiturs.  The  Abbot  of  Battel  is  the  varaate 
iiayre  betle  and  buserde,  and  die  arrants  chorle 

*  Brit.  Htu.  Ays.  Cat.  No.  4160.  Art.  13. 
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that  erer  I  see  in  all  other  places  where  as  I  cotne, 
especially  tfae  black  sort  of  devillishmonlifi.  Surely 
I  think  they  be  pest  amendment,  and  that  Qoi 
hath  utterly  withdrawn  his  grace  frtnn  thNn."— 
It  moA  be  allowed,  however,  that,  with  all  thdr 
Tices,  the  religious  of  that  day  possessed  one  virtue 
at  least,— that  of  hospitality^  At  priests'  houses, 
and  in  monasteries,  the  tabte-cloth  was  on  the 
board  all  day  long,  for  strangers,  travellers,  fiiars, 
and  pilgriniB.  Thai  there  were  charitable  doles 
at  all  religious  houses,  and  in  every  parish ;  and 
in  each  parish  (poors'  rates  not  then  estabHdied) 
tlM9%  was  a  cfaordi  house,  to  which  were  attached 
sfHts,  pots,  crooks.  Sec.  foar  dressing  provisions. 
Thne  the  housekeepers  often  met  on  seasons  of 
jollity,  like  modem  churcli-wardNis'  leasts ;  and 
th^  were  all  their  charitable  plans  and  purposes 
matured  and  put  in  efficiency.  In  every  church 
also  there  was  a  poor  man's  box ;  and  the  same  at 
•11  inna;  but  there  were  few,  ot  rather  no  alms- 
houses beA>re  this  redgn.  The  most  ancient  alms- 
house in  existence  is  opposite  to  Christ  Ghurdi, 

There  was  even  some  liberality  anu»igst  the 
IRiesthood  in  religious  matters ;  particulaify  vith 
respect  to  piayexs  for  the  dead :  and  in  the  "  Fes- 
tival"* printed  ki  1509,  the  priests  are  expressly 
directed  to  ptay  for  all  souls,  "  especially  for  those 
that  had  most  need  and  least  help  T 
*  Ant.  Rep.  I.  p.  17S, 

D,q,i,.cdb.GooyIc 


S64  WOLSBY,  TH£  CARDINAL. 

But  prayers  for  the  dead,  as  a  kno^ed^  ci  real 
Christiaiiily  spread  itself  by  means  of  the  BiU^ 
were  soon  laughed  at ;  and  more  especially  was 
the  public  contempt  directed  against  the  pard(HH 
and  indulgences  then  bestowed  with  liberal  fXf>- 
mise. 

How,  indeed,  was  it  possible,  even  for  the  on- 
enlightened,  yet  deep-thinldng  yeomanry  to  pre- 
serve their  gravity,  wiien  they  mi^t  read  upon  a 
brass  plate,  fixed  upon  a  stone  in  the  chapel  of 
Macclesfield — "  The  pardonne  for  sayinge  of  t 
pater-nosters  and  v  aves  and  a  credo,  is  xxti 
thonsand  yeres  and  xxv  dayes  of  pardonne," — or 
again  in  Salisbury  cathedral^  where  was  fixed  up 
a  Itmg  list  of  pardons  for  deadly  and  for  vmial  sins, 
and  that  he  who  should  devoutly  bdiold  the  arms 
of  Jesus  Christ  was  to  have  six  thousand  years  d 
pardon  firom  St.  Peter,  and  the  thirty  popes  who 
followed  him ;  whilst  to  him  who  should  say  oer» 
tain  prayers,  there  would  be  given  three  thousszid 
years  of  pard<m  for  deadly,  and  the  same  for  ve* 
niat  sins! 

The  Cardinal,  however,  seems  not  to  have  fadd 
any  doubts  as  to  the  stability  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem, but  went  on  in  the  usual  tenor  of  his  way, 
watchful  for  his  own  interests,  and  fi»  tJiose  of  his 
friends.  In  particular,  he  placed  in  the  London 
episcopal  chair,  then  vacant  by  the  demise  of  I^. 
Fitzjames,  his  friend  and  protege^.  Dr.  IVinstall. 
the  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  but  a  man  by  no 
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inetiiflpoJiiLbr,ev«atheiL  HeliadoncadTiaitag^ 
faowerer,  in  Wolsey's  estinuition,  that  of  being  a 
strict  Catholic ;  and  we  must  allow  him  the  merit 
of  rinoerit^,  for  he  lost  faia  see  in  Edward's  reign, 
was  reinBtated  b^  Mary,  bat  ejected  bjr  Elizabeth. 
Whilst  this  promotMUi  was  rankling  in  nun's 
minda,  Wolsey  increased  it  much  bjr  issuing  a  ge* 
neral  conuniseion  throng  the  realm  £nr  musters. 
On  tills  occasion,  people  were  sworn  to  their  pro^ 
perty,  tfaeir  substance,  and  their  lands,  and  the 
repwts  r^ularly  sent  to  the  Cardinal:  but  the 
measure  was  most  unpopular^  and  ezdted  amsi- 
derable  ferment,  the  fears  and  jealousies  of  the 
pec^le  being  awakened  by  the  e^)ectation  c£  tc&sb 
and  heavy  demands  upcm  tfaeir  purses.  Wolsey, 
nevertheless,  proceeded  coolly  in  his  despotic  mea* 
Bures,  but  still  tempered  them  with  the  love  he 
maaifeated  for  learning.  In  particular  we  may 
observe,  that  however  true  may  have  been  the 
charges  of  selfish  views  against  him,  in  many  in- 
Btances,  it  is  clear  that  his  conduct  towards  the 
univerBity  of  Oxford  was  of  the  most  disinterested 
natnre,  as  was  most  particfalarly  manifested  this 
year,  on  occasion  of  various  internal  diflferences 
respecting  official  r^ulations.  The  peculiar  pcoot 
in  debate  was  in  rq^ard  to  the  election  of  proctors; 
and  on  this  subject  the  masters  at  once  referred  the 
m^ter  to  the  cardinal,  without  any  previous  ccrni- 
munication  to  their  chancellor :  bnt  Wolsey  care- 
fblly  av(^ded  any  thing  like  undue  iaterference, 
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sod,  in  a  spirit  of  condliadon,  aUowing  at  the  same 
time,  to  party  feeling  an  oppcHtunity-  of  emdiiig, 
he  recommeided  a  middle  course, — that  of  de- 
fearing  the  absolute  chtnoe  oE  proctors  until  the 
anaiiing  Michaelmas,  and  of  iq^minting,  pro  ton- 
pore,  two  sufficient  pereoiis,  quiet,  and  not  of  tur- 
bulent aspiring  tenqiera,  to  fulfil  the  duties  ai  the 
c^ce,  though  not  under  the  title  <rf  proctors,  bat 
simply  that  of  masters  of  the  achoida. 

He  further  hinted  that  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  already  mentioned,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
more  at  leisure  to  attend  to  the  affiurs  of  the  nni- 
versi^,  and  to  see  all  things  settled  xxpoa  so  good 
a  foundation,  that  the  state  of  it  would  be  om- 
tinually  more  splendid  and  flourishing.  Witk 
this  judicious  advice  the  university  complied ;  and 
in  their  answer,  they  state  another  proof  oi  hii 
favour  in  having  procured  for  them  an  exemptuui 
from  the  general  tax,  levied  towards  the  sai^rt 
(rf  the  war  against  France. 

It  seems  that  they  had  previonsly  apptisA-  to 
Wokey  fw  his  intercession  in  their  fiivour,  iqKm 
the  plea  that  colleges  and  their  immcdiat,e  de- 
pendencies had  always  been  exempted  from  the 
chai^  of  contributing  to  the  public  wars ;  and 
tiiis  had  been  uiged  by  Wolsey  to  the  king  with 
80  much  force,  as  a  matter  of  academical  ri^it, 
that  the  desired  immunity  was  granted. 

This  immunity,  however,  was  rather  for  that 
special  occasion,  than  granted  as  a  perpetual 
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f^t ;  and  the  unirersity  now  called  on  the  Car* 
dinal  to  hare  it  more  ^nerally  established :  but 
this  he  waired  for  the  present,  assuring  them  that 
he  ocnild  not  make  any  final  determination  in  the 
matter  until  it  had  been  laid  before  the  coundl, 
and  which  he  hoped  he  should  do  in  such  a  man. 
ner  as  to  convince  them  of  the  zeal  which  he  f^lt* 
and  with  which  he  would  act  for  their  advantage. 
To  thesd  hoipee  of  future  &vonr,  he  added  some 
good  advice;  recommending  to  them  to  preserve 
a  good  spirit,  and  to  qtply  themselves  to  the  study 
of  learning,  and  to  the  practice  of  holy  discipline; 
admcmishing  them  also  to  he  particuhiTly  carefiil 
that  ihey  diould  not,  firom  any  motives  of  vain 
ghny,  or  in  the  gratification  of  any  private  quar- 
rels or  animosities,  permit  themsetvee  to  be  led 
away  frran  the  great  duty  of  perfecting  themselves 
in  true  and  useful  erudition. 

.  Steady  in  his  views  upon  the  popedom,  Wolsey 
now  warmly  supported  the  Incach  with  France 
and  the  afftmling  of  all  possible  aid  to  the  em- 
peror ;  but  there  was  a  rising  spirit  of  independ- 
ence in  the  House  of  Cconmons  which  rendered  It 
more  diflkult  for  him  to  raise  the  sums  necessary 
for  his  ambitiaus  purposes.  Even  this  was,  in 
some  measure,  owing  to  fainiself ;  for  he  Bj^>ears  to 
have  been  very  active  and  instrumental  in  Sir 
Thomas  More's  being  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House 
<^  CommoDS  in  the  parliament  of  13S3,  being  the 
first  summoned  after  his  elevation  to  the  dhancel- 
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lorship.  When  M(r«  disaUed  himself,  as  it  was 
cttUedf  representing  that  he  was  totally  unqualified 
for  that  high  office,  neither  the  long  nor  the  Car- 
dinal would  hear  of  his  declining  it ;  the  latta* 
telling  him  that  the  king  had  sufficient  proof  of 
him  eveiy  way  sufficiently,  and  that  the  conunons 
could  not  choose  a  meeter  nun. 

The  Cardinal's  influence,  in  this  very  parliament^ 
was  soon  ascertained  to  be  not  so  weighty  as  he 
had  imt^iined,  owing,  perhaps,  in  a  great  measure 
to  tJbe  publicily  which  tqipears  now  first  to  have 
taken  place  in  r^ard  to  thedehates  <^  the  House, 
and  thus  tending  to  form  puUic  opinioo. 

This  publicity,  in  &ct,  became  now  so  notorious, 
that  Wolsey  even  dared  to  complain  that  he  was 
i^^riered,  and  that  there  was  nothing  eith^  said 
or  done  but  what  was  blazed  abroad  In  all  circles, 
nay  in  every  ale-house.  But  something  must  be 
done ;  for  a  very  la^e  subsidy  was  now  wanted ; 
and  so  doubtful  was  the  minister  of  the  question 
being  carried,  that  he  actuftlly  determined  to  be 
present  at  the  debate  hims^,  thou^  a  m^nber 
of  the  upper  house.  This  intention  was  no  sooner 
known  to  the  commons,  than  it  became  a  matter 
of  very  serious  debate,  whether  he  should  only  be 
admitted  with  a  few  of  the  lords,  or  with  his  whde 
..  train;  when  the  speaker  put  an  end  to  the  debate 
by  observing,  that  since  the  Cardinal  had  already 
accused  them  of  the  lightness  oi  their  tongues, 
for  things  spoken  and  disdosed  out  of  doors,  he 
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thoui^t  the  best  mode  would  be  to  receive  their 
visitor  in  all  his  pomp,  with  all  his  maces,  his  }h1- 
lars,  his  poLeazes,  his  croesea,  his  cardinal's  hat, 
and  the  great  seal  also :  so  that  if,  at  a  future  day, 
he  should  complain  that  the  debate  on  the  subsidy 
had  beeif  promulgated,  iben  ikey  might,  with  * 
better  grace,  lay  the  blame  upon  his  own  fdlowert^ 
as  the  reporters  to  the  people. 

This  plan  was  instantly  adopted ;  and  Wokey 
actually  went  to  the  house  in  all  this  ecclesiastical 
and  political  state — ^nay,  he  made  a  speech  on,  or 
rather  an  oration  to  the  house  in  favour  of  the 
jHoposed  subsidy,  for  the  purpose  of  {noving  ita 
necessity,  and  of  showing  that  less  would  mot- 
suffice  than  the  sum  demanded.  When  be  had 
finished,  there  was  a  dead  silence  in  the  house,  at 
which  be  appeared  astoni^ied ;  and,  aibex  a  pans^ 
he  observed  that  there  were  many  wise  and  learned 
men  among  them,  and  seeing  that  he  was  sent 
thither  by  the  king  himself,  for  the  prescrvatimi 
of  the  members  themselves,  and  of  the  whole 
realm,  he  thouf^t  he  had  occasion  to  expect  a 
reasonable  answer. 

Still  all  were  silent,  when  Wolsey  addressed 
himself  individually  to  one  df  the  members,  Mr. 
Mam^;  but  he  was  dutnbt  as  were  many  others, 
to  eadl  of  whom  severally  the  Cardinal'  addressed 
himself,  it  having  been  ^%viously  agreed  tiiat  no 
debate  should  take  place,  and  that  the  spealcer 
aUme  should  answer  him.    But  even  &x  Thomas 
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did  not  yet  brtak  the  sUenoe,  unHI  Wolsey^  ag^ 
l|ioke  to  the  house,  saying,  "  Mastere,  imleM  it  be 
the  manner  of  your  house,  as  of  likelihood  it  i^ 
bjr  the  mouth  of  your  speaker,  vhom  yon  have 
dioaen  fw  trusty  and  wise,  as  indeed  he  is,  in 
sueh  casee  to  utter  your  minds,  here  is,  without 
doubt,  a  marvellous  obdurate  silence."  He  then 
turned  fiercely  to  the  speaker,  and  demanded  an 
answer ;  wiien  More,  drofrping  on  his  knees,  pre- 
tended to  excuse  the  silence  of  the  Commons,  on 
the  plea  that  they  were  abashed  at  the  presence  of 
so  noble  a  personage,  who  was  able  to  amaze  the 
wisest  and  the  best  learned  men  in  the  realm :  he 
then  urged  several  reasons  why  no  membo-  had 
spoken,  as  such  would  neidier  hare  been  expe- 
dient, nor  agreeaUe  to  the  ancient  liberty  of  that 
house ;  and  as  for  himself,  although  the  members 
had  unanimously  chosen  him,  and  trusted  him 
with  their  privileges,  still,  unless  every  individual 
member  would  put  into  his  (More's),  head  all  their 
several  wits,  he  alone  was  unmeet  in  so  weighty  a 
matter  to  give  an  answer  to  his  grace. 

Wolsey  was  so  displeased  with  this  speech,  and 
with  his  general  reception,  that  he  instantly  rose 
and  left  the  house ;  and  the  very  next  day  he  sent 
for  the  Speaker,  to  attend  upon  him  in  his  gallery 
at  Whitehall,  saying  to  him  on  his  arrival,  "  Would 
to  God  yon  had  been  at  Rome,  Mast^  M<Hre, 
when  I  made  you  speaker  f  To  which  More  re- 
lied, "  Your  grace  not  offended,  so  would  I,  my 
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lord;  for  tben  should  I  have  Been  those  hol^ 
plaoes,  which  I  have  oft«ii  and  mudi  desued !" 

This  answer  speared  to  foil  the  Cardinal  in  his 
preconcerted  plan,  and  they  took  several  tu^DS  in 
the  gallery  without  a  word  being  "uttered,  wben 
More,  anziouB  to  check  or  avert  the  Btorm  which 
was  gathering,  b^an  to  talk  of  the  gallery,  apd 
said  that  he  liked  it  much'better  than  the  one  at 
Hampton  Court ;  and  this  he  said  witih  such  a^ 
parent  unconcern,  that  Wolsey  was  completely  at 
fiudt,  and  left  him  without  another  word. 

The  king  and  Wolsey,  thus  checked  in  parUa- 
nwnt,  DOW  began  to  cut  very  deep  into  the  incomes 
of  the  clargy ;  for  which  purpose  they  adopted  the 
|dan  of  having  a  convocation  called  by  the  royal 
writ  to  Warham,  Archlrishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
which  was  directed  to  be  held  at  8t.  Paul's  on  the 
SOth  of  Ainril.  The  ostensible  business,  as  stated 
for  this  convocation,  was  to  reform  some  abuses  in 
the  church ;  but  the  memb^«  soon  discovered  that 
the'  real  purpose  was  of  a  very  different  nature, 
when  the  Cardinal,  by  virtue  of  his  power  as 
legate  a  latere,  summoned  them  to  repair  to  West* 
minster,  and  there  told  them  that  half  of  the  full 
value  of  their  livings  ftnr  one  year  was  expected 
for  the  service  of  his  majesty;  but  allowing  them, 
at  the  same  time,  to  pay  it  by  instalments  in  the 
coivse  of  five  years. 

This  most  extraordinary  and  unexampled  de- 
Btond  the  Cardinal  attempted  to  justify,  by  a  la- 
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boured  Tepresentatirai  of  the  king's  particular  lav* 
and  regard  for  the  church,  and  the  especial  Berricea 
he  had  done  towards  it,  far  beyond  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, wherefore  they  ought  to  feel  it  their 
duty  to  show  themBelves  sensiUe  of  their  happi- 
ness by  their  gratitude,  and  pay  their  acknow- 
ledgmente  by  actions,  and  not  by  words  only. 
But  this  reasoning  did  not  take  so  readily  as  he 
expected,  being  opposed  both  by  his  <M  friend 
and  patron.  Fox,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  by 
Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  who  objected  to  it 
on  the  plea  that  the  clergy  could  not  live  under 
the  fulfilment  of  such  a  demand ;  that  it  was  un- 
custfHDBry ;  and  that  it  would  be  drawn  into  a 
iveced^it  in  after  times,  so  as  to  render  the  bur- 
dens on  the  church  most  intolerable.  To  this, 
however,  Wolsey  would  not  lend  an  ear;  but 
wishing  to  have  an  example  for  the  parliament  in 
the  conduct  of  the  church,  he  urged  the  subject 
still  man  strenuously,  on  tiie  plea  that  should 
the  clergy  be  sparing  in  assisting  his  majesty,  at 
this  particular  juncture,  it  might  have  the  effect  of 
an  evil  example  to  the  lai|y;  and,  at  least,  would 
show  that  the  clergy  were  very  uugratefol  ior  the 
many  favoan  which  Henry  had  bestowed  upon 
the  church. 

These  aiguments,  with  perhaps  other  pnideirtiai 
reasons,  were  effectual,  and  the  subsidy  was  ag^ped 
to ;  the  {meamble  to  the  grant  specifying  his  ma>- 
jesty's  good  offices  in  quelling  the  imhappy  sch^M 
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in  the  daxacb  during  the  pontificate  of  Julius  II., 
and  his  confutation  of  "  Luther's  hermy,  which 
fiirionsly  raged  agaiiut  the  churdi  and  the  state 
thereof,  in  a  moBt  learned  and  never  mifficientljr  to 
be  praised  treatise." 

In  these  regulations  it  was  understood  that  all 
fbreigBers  holding  benefices  in  Tihigland  were  to 
pay  a  douUe  tax ;  that  is,  one  year  in  five:  but  to 
this  there  were  seven  exceptions,  two  of  which 
were  in  &vour  of  a  friend  and  an  enemy,  thtu 
manifesting  Wolsey's  impartiality.  The  friend  was 
Erasmus ;  and  the  enemy  was  Polidor  Virgil,  who 
had  bewi  for  several  years  the  collector  of  the 
papal  dues  in  England. 

This  was  followed  by  a  ctmvocation  of  the  see 
oi  Yra-k,  whereat  similar  measures  were  agreed  ta 

Elated  by  his  success  with  the  cleigy,  Wolsey 
met  the  parliament  of  15S3  with  lai^  demands 
for  moD^ ;  and  on  the  S9th  of  April,  he  actually 
entered  the  House  of  Commons,  accompanied  by  a 
number  both  of  temporal  and  spiritual  peers,  when 
he  made  a  long  oration  in  &vour  of  the  war, 
dosing  with,  a  demand  for  £800,000,  to  be  raised 
byafifthof  every  man's  goods  and  lands,  or  4s.  in 
the  pound,  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Tlie  opposUion  o£  that  day  attempted  to  show 
that  there  was  not  money  enough  in  the  country 
to  pay  such  a  subsidy ;  and  they  asked,  "  If  all 
the  coyue  wer  in  the  kynge's  haudes,  how  should 
men  live  ?"— 4mt  Wolsey  went  again  to  the  House 
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of  CfannuaiB,  in  order  to  orermle  all  these  oiijee* 
tionfl.  He  first  desired  to  be  reasoned  with ;  but 
he  was  told  that  the  iashion  of  the  lower  honse 
was  to  hear,  and  not  reason  but  among  them- 
selves :  and  he  then  began  to  prove  that  England 
was  extremely  rich ;  first,  because  the  king's  cus- 
toms were  then  greater  than  ever  they  had  been 
before ;  then  he  spoke  of  the  sumptuous  buildings, 
of  the  plate,  of  rich  apparel,  of  men,  women,  chil- 
dren, and  even  servants ;  of  fat  feasts  and  delicate 
dishes;  which  things  were  all  tokens  of  great 
abundance ; — "  with  whiche  repetyng  of  meames 
substance,  as  though  he  had  repined  or  disdained 
that  any  man  should  fare  well,  or  be  well  clothed, 
but  hymself,  the  Commons  greatly  grudged :  and 
when  he  was  departed  out  of  the  house,  it  was 
proved  that  honest  apparrel  of  the  commodities 
of  this  realme,  aboundance  of  plate  and  honest 
viandes,  were  profitable  to  the  realme,  and  not  pro- 
digall ;" — but,  aft^  all,  a  subsidy  was  granted. 

These  oonirrences  produced  much  discontent 
amongst  the  pei^le,  and  even  the  press,  in  that 
early  day,  appears  to  have  been  enlisted  in  the 
cause  o£  opposition  to  the  &vourite ;  particulariy 
on  occasion  of  his  exercising  his  legantine  powers 
to  the  extent  of  dissolving  Archbishop  Wariiam's 
convocation  at  St.  Paul's,  and  forcing  him  and  all 
the  clergy  of  his  diocese  to  attend  the  Cardinal's 
own  convocation  at  Westminster.  This  we  have 
already  described  as  a  thing  unheard  of  before  in 
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England,  and  Skeltou  the  poet,  the  poet  laureate 
some  call  him,  wrote  an  it  the  foUowing  rude  dis- 
tich: 


"  Gentle  Paule,  laie  donne  th;  sweard. 

For  Peter  of  WestmiDEter  hath  sharen  thy  beard." 

But  Wolsey,  suj^rted  by  the  favoure  of  the  king 
and  pope,  seemed  to  fear  oothing  either  from  po- 
pular opinion,  or  from  aristocratic  jealousy.  Every 
day,  indeed,  i^pears  to  have  been  fruitful  in  new 
favours,  some  of  them  particularly  ill^^ ;  as  was 
moBt  especially  the  case  in  regard  to  the  abbacy 
of  St.  Alban'B,  recently  granted  to  him ;  and  which 
was  now  ascertained  to  be  a  breach  of  canon  law. 
lliis  invasion  of  the  rights  of  abbeys,  for  any  per- 
son to  hold  them  in  commendam,  was  by  many 
considered  as  portending  some  fetal  blow  to  the 
'  deigy  at  large ;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact,  that  Wol- 
sey  never  went  down,  even  that  short  distance, 
perstmally  to  take  possession;  nor  is  there,  as 
Newenham  *  observes,  a  tittle  of  record  to  show 
what  was  done  during  his  commendam. 

He  chose  not,  however,  to  give  up  the  lucrative 
proceeds  of  such  a  valuable  trust;  and  he  even 
went  the  length  of  procuring  a  bull  frv>m  the 
pope,  dated  7th  of  April,  1533,  declaring  tiiat  he 
should  not  vacate  the  see  of  York,  nor  give  up  St. 
Alban's,  accompanied  by  another  of  the  same  date, 

*  Newenham's  History  of  St.  AIImd's. 
t2 
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confirming  to  him  the  biehopric  of  Durham,  whidi 
he  hod  held  for  a  Bhort  time  previous ;  diere  was 
also  a  irecommendatioo  to  the  king,  that  he  should 
receive  a  restitution  of  the  temporalities  of  the 
Durham  see. 

All  these  favours  were  followed  by  a  bull  from 
Pope  Adrian,  granting  to  him  a  prolongation  of 
his  l^antine  powers — "  ad  quinquennium,"  or  fot 
the  space  trf  five  years ;  soon  aAer  which  he  re- 
ceived a  grant  *  from  the  king  of  the  custody  of 
the  young  Earl  of  Derby's  .lands  in  the  isle  of 
Ajdiolme,  in  Lincolnshire. 

When  Wolsey  received  the  bishopric  of  Dur- 
ham, he  resigned,  as  we  liave  recorded,  that  of 
Bath  to  Dr.  John  Clarke,  Master  of  the  Holla,  one 
of  his  fitvourites ;  and  he  soon  after  appofaited  Sir 
Henry  Mamey,  his  own  vice  chamberlain,  to  be 
lord  privy  seal,  procuring  for  him  the  title  o£ 
Lord  Mamey.  In  short,  his  pride,  and  the  wan- 
tonness  of  his  power,  were  now  increasing  r^idly  ; 
and  it  is  recorded  of  him,  in  this  year,  by  a  cotem- 
porary  writer,  that  "  aboute  this  season,  the  Car- 
dinall  of  York,  beyng  L^ate,  proved  testamentes, 
and  dyd  call  before  hym  all  the  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators of  every  diocess  within  the  realm ;  so 
that  the  biahoppes  and  ordinaries  did  prove  no 
great  wiUes  in  their  dioces,  except  he  were  com- 
pounded with,  not  to  their  Utle  disadvantage.  Also, 

*  Rymer,  Fiwt  xiii.  796.  789. 
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b^  his  power  legaotine,  he  gave  by  provencioQS  all 
beaefices  beloDgyng  to  Bpirituall  persbnes,  by  the 
whicbe  doyng,  he  not  only  had  the  hatred  of  Hie 
spiritoaltie,  but  also  he  ran  into  the  daunger  of 
the  premunire,  which  he  sore  after  repented." 

This  is  stated  to  have  been  the  case  in  1583 ; 
but  it  is  evideiit  that  it  had,  for  some  time  pre- 
vions,  been  a  subject  of  great  complunt,  both  to  the 
clergy  and  luly :  we  must  not,  however,  yield  too 
much  to  the  public  clamour  of  that  day,  when  we 
see,  at  every  step,  how  &ithfully  and  patriotically 
he  maintained  tite  character  of  the  country. 

England  seems  at  all  times  to  have  been  the 
refoge  of  the  distressed  mooarchs  of  Europe ;  in 
this  year  (1523),  particularly  by  the  arrival  of  the 
King  of  D^miark,  together  with  his  queen,  sister 
to  the  emperor,  and  their  children,  he  having  been 
forced  to  fly  from  his  throne  in  consequence  of 
rebellious  proceedings  on  the  part  of  his  uncle,  the 
Duke  of  Holstein,  aided  by  many  of  the  Danish 
nobility,  who  accused  him  of  a  breadi  of  conven- 
tion agreed  upon  by  all  parties  at  their  electing 
him  to  the  crown  on  ibe  demise  of  his  father,  the 
deceased  monarch. 

The  ex|mtriated  sovereign  first  clumed  English 
protection  at  Calais,  and  then  passed  over  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  received  in  the  most  sumptuous 
manner,  by  the  king's  ord^  and  under  Wolsey's 
auspices:  but  the  Cardinal  did  not  seem  very 
anxious  for  him  to  remun ;  indeed  the  advice  he 
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gave  him  waa  very  judidous,  pointing  out  th? 
propriety  of  his  personal  exertionS)  and  recom- 
mending that  he  should  proceed  to  such  part  of 
his  states  aa  still  retained  their  affection  and  obe- 
dience towards  him,  of  which  he  had  several,  and 
there  to  endeavour,  by  the  help  of  his  loving  sub- 
jects, to  regain  what  he  had  lost.  At  the  same 
time,  Wols^  promised  that  Henry  and  the  em- 
peror, instead  of  giving  him  immediate  assistauoe, 
as  he  had  requested,  would  send  their  ambassadors 
in  order  to  try  what  could  be  done  by  mediation. 
But,  if  this  should  fail,  he  then  engaged  to  rein- 
state him  in  his  dominions  by  force  of  arms,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  pope  and  of  the  Oennan 
princes. 

With  these  promises  the  Danish  monarch  was, 
or  speared  to  be,  contented ;  and  returned  to  the 
Continent  about  the  middle  of  July. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  the  King  of  Dramiarit^ 
during  this  visit,  that  speaks  more  in  &vour  of  the 
city  train  bands  of  that  day  than  would  readily 
have  been  granted  to  them  at  a  later  date,  bekxe 
they  were  superseded  by  the  militia.  It  seons 
that  after  some  stay  at  the  court  at  Greenwich,  he 
came  to  the  metropolis,  where  he  was  lodged  at 
Bath  Place ;  and  having  heard  c^  the  "  watche" 
on  8t.  Peter's  eve,  he  desired  to  see  it  In  this  he 
was  gratified,  being  taken  to  a  tavern  called  the 
King's  head,  in  Cheapside,  accompanied  by  a  long 
train  of  nobility,  and  there  feasted  by  the  dty  with 
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a  costly  banquet  As  soon  as  he  had  aeen  the 
"  watche,"  he  exclaimed — "  I  would  to  God  I  had 
HO  many  archers,  pikes,  and  halberdiers,  as  I  saw 
this  night ;  then  I  trust  I  would  punish  sudi  as 
have  wrongfully  dispossessed  me  of  my  realm  and 
country!" 

The  death  of  Pope  Adrian  in  the  month  of 
September,  in  lim  year,  offered  new  and  flattering 
jH-oepects  to  Wolsey,  of  grasping  at  the  triple 
mitre ;  but  bis  views  on  this  subject  will  be  best 
understood  by  his  own  letter  to  Henry  upon  the 
occasion,  and  in  writing  which  he  seems  to  have 
lost  no  time,  for  he  thus  begins  * — 

"  Sir,  it  may  like  your  highness  to  understand 
I  have  this  hour  received  letters  fnnn  your  orator, 
resident  in  the  court  o£  Some,  mentioning  how, 
the  13th  day  of  this  instant,  it  pleased  Almigh^ 
God  to  call  the  pope's  holiness  to  his  mercy,  whose 
soul  our  Lord  pardon;  and  in  what  train  the 
matters  then  were  at  that  time,  for  election  of  the 
future  pope,  your  highness  shall  perceive  by  the 
'letters  of  the  said  orator,  which  I  send  at  this  time, 
whereby  appeareth,  that  mine  absence  from  thence 
ahall  be  the  only  obstacle  (if  any  be)  in  election  of 
me  to.  that  dignity.  Albrit,  there  ia  no  semldance, 
that  Uie  coll^^  of  cardinals  shall  consent  upon  my 
being  there  present,  because  of  the  factions  tlut 
be  amongst  themselves  ;  for  which  cause,  thoo^ 
afore  God  I  repute  myself  right  unmeet  and  un- 
liable to  so  high  and  great  dignity,  desiring  much 
*  The  original  U  in  tbe  Duke  of  Onfton'a  lilxwy. 

D,q,i,.cdb.GooyIc 


280  WOLSEY,  THE  CARDINAL 

rather  to  devote,  continue,  and  end  017  life  with 
your  Grace,  for  doing  of  such  poor  serrice  as  mtcy 
be  to  your  honour,  and  wealdi  of  this  your  realm, 
than  to  be  pope ;  yet  neverthele^  remembeiing 
what  mind  and  opinion  your  Grace  was  of  at  the 
-  last  vacation,  to  have  me  preferred  thereunto, 
thinking  it  should  be  to  the  honour,  benefit,  and 
advancement  of  your  afiaira  in  time  coming,  and 
BUppoeing  vainly  that  your  highness  peraisteth  in 
the  same  mind  and  intent,  I  ahall  devise  such  in- 
structions and  commissions,  and  other  writings,  as 
the  last  time  were  delivered  to  Master  Pace  for 
that  purpose ;  and  the  same  I  shall  send  to  your 
Grace  by  the  n«rt  post,  whtan  it  may  like  to  do 
further  therein  as  shall  stand  with  your  gracious 
pleasure,  whereunto  I  shall  always  conform  my- 
self accordingly.  And  to  the  intent  it  may  appear 
fitrther  to  your  Grace,  what  mind  and  determina- 
tion they  be,of  towards  mine  ad vancementf  which, 
as  your  orators  write,  have  now  at  this  time  the 
principal  authority,  and  chief  stroke  in  the  electiMi 
of  the  pope,  making  in  manner  triumviratum  ;  I 
send  unto  your  highness  ^eir  several  Inters  to 
me,  addrrased  in  that  behalf,  beseeching  our  hori^ 
that  sudi  cme  may  be  diosen  as  may  be  to  Hie  ho- 
nour of  God,  the  weal  of  Christ's  church,  and  the 
benefit  o£  all  Christendom ;  and  thus  Jesus  pee- 
serve  your  most  noble  and  royal  estate. 
"  At  the  More,  the  last  day  of  September,  by  your 
*'  Most  humble  diaplain, 

"  T,  Cardinalis,  Ebo»." 
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To  this  epiatle  Heniy  speedily  returned  a  very 
gracious  answer,  encouraging  him  to  persevere  in. 
the  object  of  his  ambition ;  after  which  Wolsey 
wrote  to  the  king's  ministers  at  R<ane,  expressly 
telling  them,  that  the  mind  end  entire  desire  of 
the  king,  above  all  earthly  things,  was  that  he 
should  succeed  to  the  tiara,  "  having  his  perfect 
and  firm  hope  that  of  the  same  shall  ensue,  in  brief 
time,  a  general  and  universal  repose,  tranquillity, 
and  quietness,  in  Christendom,  and  as  great  re- 
nown, honour,  profit,  and  reputation  to  this  realm, 
as  ever  was." 

For  this  and  othra-  assigned  reasons,  he  directed 
that  the  envoys  should  continue  their  practices, 
overtures,  motionfi,  and  labours,  "  to  bring  and 
conduce  this,  the  king's  desire,  to  perfect  end  and 
effect." 

-  What  these  "  practices,"  &c>  were  intended  to 
be  may  be  readily  inferred  from  a  private  com- 
municaticoi  to  the  principal  of  the  embassy,  the 
Bishop  f^  Bath : — 

"  My  Lord  of  Bath, 

"  The  king  hath  willed  me  to  write  unto  yon, 
that  his  Grace  hath  a  marvellous  opinion  of  you, 
and  you  knowing  his  mind  as  you  do,  his  high- 
ness doubteth  not  but  that  this  matter  shall  b^ 
by  your  policy,  set  forth  in  such  wise,  aa  that  the 
same  may  come  to  the  desired  effect,  not  sparing 
any  reasonable  offers,  which  is  a  thing  that, 
amongst  so  many  needy  persons,  is  more  regarded 
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than  perhaps  the  qualities  of  the  person.  Ye  be 
wise,  and  ye  wot  what  I  mean;  trust  yourself 
best,  and  be  not  seduced  by  fair  words,  and  espe- 
cially of  those  which  (say  what  they  will)  desire 
more  their  own  preferment  than  mine.  Howbeit, 
great  dexterity  is  to  be  used,  and  the  long  thinl«tfa 
that  all  the  imperials  shall  be  clearly  with  you,  if 
faith  be  in  the  eraperor.  The  young  men,  for 
the  most  part  being  needy,  will  give  good  earB  to 
fiur  offers,  which  shall  be  undoubtedly  performed. 
The  king  willeth  you  neither  to  spare  his  autho- 
rity, or  his  good  money  or  substance.  You  may 
be  assured  whatever  you  promise  shall  be  per- 
formed, and  the  Lord  send  you  good  speed. 
"  Your  loving  friend, 

"  T.  Cabd.  Eboeac." 

So  ansious  was  Wolsey  for  .the  emperor's  as- 
sistance, and  so  much  did  he  depend  upon  H,  that 
the  very  n^  day  he  wrote  to  Henry  again,  soli- 
citing the  king  that  he  would  write  a  letter  to 
Charles  \mder  his  own  hand,  to  engage  his  interest 
and  influence :  at  the  same  time  it  was  known  to 
be  his  wish  that,  if  unsuccessful  himself,  then  the 
election  might  fall  on  Julio  de  Medicis.  In  this 
latter  part  he  was  gratified,  Julio  being  chosen, 
and  assuming  the  name  of  Clement  VII. ;  but  not 
until  alter  sevoral  ballots  and  scrutinies,  on  three 
of  which  scrutinies  Wolsey  had  nine,  twelve,  and 
finally  nineteen  votes  in  his  favour. 

Conformable  to  his  apparent   modoittion  in 
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support  of  Julio  de  Medici,  his  successful  rival, 
and  notwithstanding  his  own  intrigues  for  the 
triple  mitre,  yet  no  sooner  did  he  hear  c^the  elec- 
tion of  Clement  VII.  tiian  he  wrote  a  most  hypo- 
critical despatch  to  the  Bishop  of  Bath*,  still  re- 
sident ambassador  at  Rome,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
the  Cardinals  being  in  conclave,  where  after  long 
altercations  and  sundry  contrarieties,  which  seemed 
to  be  among  the  said  Cardinals,  at  last,  by  the 
grace  and  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  they 
agreed,  and  condescended  upon  the  Lord  Cardinal 
de  Medicts,  whom  they  elected,  chose,  and  pub- 
lished pope :  and  then  he  goes  on  to  say — "  for 
the  which,  your  substantial,  good,  and  speedie  ad- 
vertisements, by  mee  alwayes  showen  and  declared 
imto  the  kyng's  highnes,  his  grace  and  I  both 
^ve  unto  you  especial  and  hartie  thankes,  namely, 
for  the  desyryd  newes  of  the  said  election,  which  ' 
I  assure  you  to  be  as  much  to  the  king's  and  my 
rejoyce,  consolation,  and  gladnes,  as  possiblie  may 
be  devised  or  imagined ;  for  which  cause  his  high- 
nes and  I  in  signe,  token,  and  contemplation  of 
the  singular  comfort  which  wee  take  in  the  sam^ 
not  abydynge  or  tarryinge  for  any  intimation  to 
be  made  thero^  either  by  the  pope's  holiness  now 
-elect,  or  hy  the  college  of  cardinals,  thought  con- 
venient and  requisite,  with  diligence  to  speede 
-unto  you  letters  congratulatorie  directed  unto  the 
pope's  holiness,*'  &;c. 

*  Brit.  Mob.  Ays.  CoL  No.  3839,  art.  4. 
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Wolsey's  feelings  on  thii  diaappointment  must 
have  been  very  acute ;  yet  he  had  philosophy 
enough  to  conceal  them,  even  from  his  friends, 
judging,  as  we  may  do,  from  his  announcement  to 
the  king  of  the  failure  of  his  plans : 

"  Sire, — ^After  my  most  humble  and  lowly  re- 
commendation, this  shall  only  be  to  advertise  your 
highness,  that  after  great  and  strong  altercation 
and  contrariety,  which  have  depended  between  the 
cardinals  in  the  conclave,  they  at  last  resolved  fully 
and  determined  (the  fection  of  France  abandoned) 
to  elect  and  choose  either  my  Lord  Cardinal  de 
Medicis  or  me,  wtrich  deliberation  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of' the  nobles  and  dtizena  of  Rome, 
they  allying  that  the  affairs  of  Italy  being  in 
train,  as  they  then  were,  it  should  be  to  the  ex- 
treme danger  thereof  to  choose  a  person  absent ; 
made  sundry  great  acclamations  at  the  conclave 
window ;  whereby  the  cardinals  being  in  fear,  not 
only  of  the  inconvenience  like  to  ensue  unto  Italy, 
but  also  of  their  own  persons,  albdt  they  were  in 
manner  [windpally  bent  upon  me,  yet,  tar  es- 
chewing ibe  Said  danger  and  murmur,  by  inspira- 
tion of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  further  difficulty 
of  business,  the  19th  day  of  the  last  month,  elected 
and  chose  the  said  Cardinal  de  Medicis,  who  im- 
mediately was  published  pope,  and  hath  taken  the 
name  of  Clement  VII.  of  which  good  ai^  for- 
tunate news,  such  your  highness  hath  much  cause 
to  thank  Almighty  God  for,  forasmuch  as  he  is 
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not  only  a  perfect  friend,  and  faithful  to  tbe.Bame ; 
but  that  alsO)  much  tiie  rather  bf  ycfur  means,  he 
hath  attained  to  this :  and  for  my  part,  as  I  take 
God  to  record,  I  am  more  joyous  thereof,  than  if 
it  had  fortuned  upon  my  person,  knowing  his  ex- 
cellent qualities  most  mete  for  the  same,  and  how 
great  and  sure  a  friend  your  grace  and  the  em- 
peror be  like  to  have  of  him,  and  I  so  good  a 
£ather ;  by  whose  assumption  unto  that  dignity, 
not  (mly  your  and  the  said  emperor's  affairs,  but 
also  all  Christendom,  shall  undoubtedly  come  to 
much  better  and  more  prosperous  perfection ;  UIk 
as  upon  the  first  knowledge  thereof  the  Froich- 
man  be  already  departed  frtim  Myllayn,  and  passed 
a  river  towards  France  called  Tydno,  trusting 
that  the  next  news  which  shall  come  from  thence 
shall  be  of  their  arrival  at  home ;  wherein,  as  I 
shall  have  further  lau>wledge,  so  I  shall  advertise 
your  highness  thereof  accoidingly.  And  thus  Jesu 
preserve  your  most  noble  and  royal  estate. 

"  At  my  poor  house  besides  Westminster,  the 
7tfa  day  of  December. 

"  By  your  most  humble  chaplain, 

"  T.  Cabd.  Ebok." 

Some  have  considered  this  letter  as  a  most  su- 
perb specimen  of  hypocrisy ;  but  making  fair  al- 
lowances, there  must  be  some  truth,  at  least,  in  it : 
for  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  Wolsey,  his  own 
election  having  failed,  must  have  been  better 
pleased  to  see  the  tiara  conferred  upon  de  Medicis 
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than  npon  Colonna,  the  other  candidate,  who  «a8 
not  likely  to  have  been  either  so  friendly  or  so 
favourable  to  the  English  canee  in  genoal,  <»■  to 
Wolsey'a  own  views  in  paiticnlar;  besides,  the 
state  of  the  pope  was  not  at  that  period  very 
agreeable,  owing  to  the  powerful  factions  in  Italy, 
as  well  as  the  hostility  of  France.  It  has  been 
suggested  also  that  his  eagemesB  for  the  title  of 
**  His  Hfdiness"  may  have  abated,  in  consequence 
of  the  cool  reflection  that  he  could  not  thereby 
mend  his  station,  lire  in  greater  splendour,  or  be 
more  usefttl  to,  or  courted  by,  all  the  princes  in 
Europe,  though  he  might  add  to  his  title  of  Emi- 
nence, and  Grace,  the  latter  of  which  was,  in  fact, 
a  royal  address,  that  of  majesty  having  yet  scarcely 
been  introduced  into  common  use. 

Soon  after  the  election  of  Clem^it  VII.,  that 
pontiff  wrote  to  Wolsey,  notifying  hia  advance- 
ment to  the  pontificate  and  renewing  his  appoint- 
ment as  legate  a  latere ;  so  that  the  Cardinal's 
rank  and  power  remained  in  England,  the  same 
as  before  his  disappointment.  Some  delay  or  mis- 
understanding  was,  however,  connected  with  this, 
asappearsfrom  a  subsequent  letter  toSecretary  Pace 
at  Rome,  when  he  says,  "  Albeit  I  am  rif^t  well 
assured  that  ye  have,  to  the  uttermost  and  best  of 
your  power,  endeavoured  and  employed  yourself  to 
the  obtaining  of  the  bull  of  legation,  now  granted 
unto  me  by  the  Pope's  Holiness ;  yet  nevertherless, 
to  be  plain  with  you,  as  one  in  whom  I  have  my 
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UDgular  trust  and  confidence,  I  esteem  somewhat 
more  strangeness  to  be  showed  unto  me  than  my 
merit  requites,  in  ih&t  there  hath  been  difficalty 
made  to  amplify  my  faculties,  per  non  familiare, 
and  such  other  things  as  be  contained  in  my  in- 
structions given  to  my  lord  of  Bath,  supposing 
Terily  ye,  having  familidlr  and  perfect  acquaintance 
with  the  Pope's  Holiness,  may,  hy  your  dexterity 
and  wisdcHu,  do  so  much  to  the  remedying  thereof, 
if  as  of  yourself  alone  ye  do  sometimes  repair  unto 
his  Holiness,  putting  the  same  by  good  means  and 
introduction  into  remembrance  of  my  merits,  and 
fiiithful  mind  towards  him,  as  well  in  minoribus 
as  now,  showing  furthermore  how,  by  Pope  Leo's 
grant,  and  Pope  Adrian's,  who  passed  my  legation 
with  as  large  faculties  as  now  I  have  ad  quin- 
quennium, and  so  from  5  years  to  5  years  during 
my  life.  I  know  right  well  how  that,  for  the 
prerogatives  the  long's  highness  hath  in  this 
realm,  as  for  other  causes,  all  the  profits  that  may 
arise  of  my  legation,  having  also  all  the  amplifica- 
tion of  the  faculties  afisresaid,  will  not  be  worth 
1000  ducats  by  the  year,  whatsoever  report  mt^ 
be  made  to  his  Holiness  to  the  contrary,  by  some 
that  might  suppose  and  think  that  great  revenues 
might  grow  therefrom." 

These,  and  the  other  politic  instructions  con- 
tained in  this  letter,  were  so  effectual,  that  in  a 
ahcnt  time,  one  of  the  embassy,  Mr.  Hannibal, 
was  enabled  to  write,  that  Hbe  King  and  Cardinal 
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were  so  much  in  favour  with  the  pope,  that  what- 
ever iitxy  should  ask,  his  HoUness  would  readily 
grant ;  and  Secretary  Pace  also  wrote  that  the 
pope  had  taken  a  ring  £rom  off  his  own  finger,  and 
not  only  presented  it  to  him,  but  even  put  it  on 
his  (Mr.  Pace's)  finger  himself;  at  the  same  tune 
expresaiug  his  high  value  both  for  his  Majesty 
and  the  Cardinal ;  adding  further,  that  it  would 
be  a  singular  pleasure  to  him,  to  have  the  <^por- 
tunity  of  placing  this  valuable  present  on  hia 
Eminoice's  finger. 

Soon  after  Wolsey  was  appointed  perpetoal 
l^;Ate,  with  enlaiged  commissions,  for  the  visiting 
and  reform  oi  reli^ous  houses ;  and  such  was  his 
authority,  that  he  is  said  to  have  been  revered  as 
pope  in  England. 

That  Wolsey's  want  of  success  as  to  the  pope- 
dom was  owing  to  want  of  bribery  is  boldly  as- 
serted by  Barnes,  in  his  supplication,  to  Henry 
VIII.  when  speaking  of  P<^  Clement,  he  says 
that  "  furthermore,  he  that  is  a  whore'a  son,  as 
our  Holy  Father  is  now,  and  can  fynde  the  meanes 
that  xii  men  will  forsware  them  selfe,  that  be  is 
lawfully  borne,  as  this  holy  Clement  dyd.  This 
is  a  fite  father,  for  suche  cbyldren.  Finally,  he 
y'  can  gyve  most  money,  and  bye  the  greatest 
parte  of  cardynalles  of  his  syde,  he  is  best  worthy 
to  be  called  pope,  and  to  sjrt  in  Peter's  stoole. 
For  it  can  not  be  unknowen  to  you,  howe  that 
Thomas  Woulcy,  an  holy  pyller  of  your  churdie, 
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walde  have  ben  pope,  when  this  CIcmient  was 
chosen,  and  he  dyd .  <^e  lor  it  a  reasonable  peny : 
But  Clement  dashed  hym  ont  of  consayte  with 
XT.  M.  11.  (£30.000)  more  than  he  offered,  and  so 
he  was  judged  best  worthy,  and  entered  in  law- 
fully, and  regularly." 

Yet,  leaving  bribery  out  of  the  question,  odier 
£ur  reasons  may  have  operated  sensibly  against 
him ;  but  that  he  bad,  or  was  supposed  by  some 
to  have,  a  fair  chance  of  the  tiara,  is  evident  £rom 
a  letter  of  Christopher  Longolius,  or  Iiongueil,  of 
Padua,  addressed  to  Octavian  Grimoald ;  in  which 
he  ez[Hressly  says,  diat  be  understands  Wolsey, 
whom  he  calls  the  chief  prelate  of  England,  is 
elected  to  the  popedom :  but  then  he  adds,  that  if 
this  be  true,  notiiing  more  wonderful  had  ever 
happened  either  in  present  or  past  times.  He  ob- 
jects that  so  far  &om  his  b^ng  a  constant  at- 
tendant on  the  conclave,  and  residing  in  Rome,  he 
was,  in  &Gt,  a  new  man,  above  all,  an  English- 
man, one  who  bad  never  been  seen  in  Italy,  and 
who  was  Bcarcdy  known,  even  by  sight,  by  those 
who  had  thus  elected  hinL  He  imagines  that 
Wolsey's  success  was  owing  to  the  idea  t^iat  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  ^  the  Christian  republic 
depended  ppon  him,  bom  the  part  he  had  already 
acted  in  Eun^iean  politics ;  but  he  adds  in  »  post- 
aeript,  that  he  has  jurt  reoelved  letters  that  aff<nd 
him  very  little  hopes  of  any  good  resulting  to  the 
Church,  fimn  the  supposed  election. 
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Notwitluttanding  Wdlaefs  anxiety  for  the  tiara, 
and  what  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  suffered 
from  his  diaappointmeDt,  he  was  not  backvard, 
as  before  noticed,  in  sending  to  the  English  em- 
bassy  at  Rome,  for  the  new  pontiff,  not  only 
the  king^B  gratulations,  but  also  his  own.  It 
was  still  to  him  an  object  of  importance  to  main- 
tain the  Imperial  influence'  at  the  papal  court,  in 
opposition  to  that  of  France :  and  he  therefore 
oidearoured  strongly  to  impress  upon  the  notice 
of  the  condave  the  brilliant  success  of  the  Engluh 
army  then  in  France.  Clement,  however,  stiil 
leaned  to  French  politics,  and  shortly  after,  Wolsey 
seemed  particularly  desirous,  not  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  but  of  mediating  a  peace  between  France 
and  the  Emperor,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
persuade  the  pope  to  join,  even  offering  as  terms, 
that  the  Duke  of  Milan  should  marry  either  the 
Frendi  king's  daughter,  or  his  queen's  sister ;  and 
in  failure  of  issue  1^  such  marriage,  then  Milan 
should  descend  to  the  French  crown,  but  to  be 
holdoi  of  the  Emperor  and  his  suocessorB. 

But  this  anxiety  for  peace  did  not  last  long  in 
the  Cardinal's  mind,  since  we  find  by  a  letter  of 
his  to  our  ambassador  in  Spain*,  Uiat  when  ibt 
queen  mother  of  France,  in  June  15S4,  sent  a 
monk  privately  to  him  with  overtures  of  pacifica- 
tion, he  lost  no  time  either  in  deliberation  or  ne- 

«  Brit.  Hn.  Had.  Coll.  No.  297. 29. 
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gotittion,  but  in  half  an  hour  sent  him  bode  witii 
the  answer  that  Henrjr  demanded  the  whole  reahn 
and  crown  of  France,  with  NonoKoAy,  Gascooy, 
Guienne,  and  all  dependencies,  as  his  jnst  and 
rightful  inheritance,  wrongfully  detained  from  him 
by  the  Frendi  king,  and  the  reeovexy  of  wliiidi 
he  would  not  fail  to  prosecute  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power. 

Indeed,  we  can  scarcely  suppose  that  he  was 
sincere  in  those  pacific  overtures,  since  the  war 
had  then  scarcely  commenced :  the  Duke  of  Suffolk 
having  only  been  af^inted  in  August  to.  command 
the  invading  army,  which  soon  after  marched  into 
the  very  heart  of  France ;  but  was  paralysed  in 
its  opnations  by  the  deficiencies  of  the  Imperial 
army,  both  as  to  provisions  and  men.  .  Borne  delay, 
however,  took  place  in  those  warlike  tolerations,  in 
consequence  of  the  sUifferings  of  the  English  anny, 
from  a  severe  winter ;  po-h^M  in  B<Hne  measure 
also  from  a  political  jealousy,  which  at  that  mo- 
ment mutually  existed  between  Henry  and  the 
Emperor. 

The  earl  having  returned  at  the  close  of  the 
campaign,  completely  recovered  the  good  opinitm 
of  the  king,  and  was  soon  after  sent  down  to  Scot- 
land, which  was  then  in  great  confusion,  during 
the  minority  of  James  V.,  and  the  intrigues  of 
the  powerful  nobles  for  the  r^;ency.  In  these  ' 
the  que^t  mother,  Henry's  sister,  participated  so 
much,  that  she  even  quarrelled  with  her  second 
u3 
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faiuband,  the  Earl  of  Aofpis,  and  forced  him  to 
retire  into  Enghuid,  from  whence  Wolaey  had  ad- 
vised her  to  lecal  him  as  eariy  as  September; 
but  when  in  November  following  she  thought,  faer- 
aelf,  of  coming  to  England,  the  Cardinal  most  stre- 
nuously opposed  it,  as  spears  hy  a  letter  to  the 
Earl  of  Surrey*. 

But,  to  return  to  matters  nearer  home,  we  may 
observe,  that  die  extreme  lust  of  ecclesiastical 
power  which  nurked  every  period  of  Wol8ey*B 
Ufe  is  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year  particu- 
larly illustrated  by  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  tbe 
Bishop  of  London,  ibxa  on  a  temporaiy  anbassy 
at  Bxane,  respecting  the  extension  of  his  bull  cf 
perpetual  legation  by  Clnnent.  He  there  saysf 
■— "  Albeit  I  am  right  vrell  assored  that  you  have 
to  the  uttennost  and  best  of  your  power  endea- 
voured and  employed  yourseUe  to  the  obt^ning 
oi  the  bull  ctf  legation,  now  granted  to  mee  by  the 
P<^'s  holynes,  yet  nevertheless  to  be  plaine  with 
yon,  as  in  one  in  vhome  I  have  my  ningiilw  trust 
and  confidence,  I  esteem  somewhat  more  strangnes 
to  bee  showed  unto  mee,  than  any  *  *  *  *  require, 
in  that  there  hath  bin  difBoilties  made  to  amjdifie 
my  feculties  and  non  familtares,  and  sodi  other 
things  as  bee  conteyned  in  instmclona  given  to 
my  lord  of  Bath.  Supposing  verilie  y*  you  havinge 
&miUar  and  p'fect  acquaintance  with  the  Pope's 

*  Brit.  Mds.  Colt,  coU  B.  ii,  5. 

t  Brit.  Mai.  At*,  col.  Nft.  3839.  p.  169.    - 
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Holiness  may  1^  your  dezteritie  and  wisdmne  doe 
much  to  y"  recommending  thereof,  if  as  fx  selfe 
you  alone  sometyme  doe  repaire  unto  his  HoUnes, 
putting  y*  same  by  good  manner  and  ihtroduclcoi 
in  remembrance  of  my  merits  and  faithfiil  mind', 
towards  him,  as  well  in  minoribus  as  now ;  show- 
ing furthermore  how  by  Pope  Leo's  grant,  and 
by  Pope  Adrian's,  who  passed  my  liegation  with 
as  large  fociilties  as  I  now  have,  ad  quinque'ii,  so 
from  five  years  to  five  years  promised  by  y'  special 
breves  to  p'rt^fue  y*  same  de  quinquenio  in  quin- 
quen  during  my  life." — He  then  goes  on  to  state 
— ^"  I  know  right  well  how,  as  well  for  the  p'n^^ 
lives  (tf  the  King's  Highnes  hath  in  this  reahne,  as 
for  other  causes,  all  the  p'fitts  that  male  arise  of 
my  legation,  havinge  also  all  y*  amplification  of 
y*  fiunilties  aforesaid,  will  not  be  worth  1000 
ducats  by  year,  w'  soever  report  may  be  made  to 
his  holyoes  to  the  contrarie  by  such  as  mi^^t  sup- 
pose and  think  that  great  revenues  might  grow 
thereof.  And  you  may  sale,  though  you  p'ceive 
y'  I  repute  and  esteeme  -f  benevolence  as  much 
and  as  highlie  as  the  same  is  worthie  to  be  taken, 
yet  nevertheless,  you  know  mee  to  bee  one  that 
can  well  note  and  consider  y*  qualities  of  y*  said 
bull,  and  w'  emolument,  honour,  and  benefit  shall 
ensue  unto  mee  thereby  more  than  I  had  before 
by  the  grant  of  other  popes,  to  whom  I  was  not 
entirely  dedicated  as  unto  his  holines. 

"  Wherefcnre  you  may  say  yo~  opinion  is,  as  of 
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youTselfe  in  signe  and  completion  of  a  spefsall 
grace  and  more  large  &Tor  towards  me  than  to 
others  geifallie,  he  shonld  amplifie  the  said  bull 
of  l^ation,  with  the  eald  other  Acuities,  or 
rather  Mdth  more,  which  then  shall  bee  a  very 
demonstration  and  manifest  appearance  y^  his 
holjnaee  singularly  tendereth  and  loveth  mee, 
whereof  I  may  take  such  rejoice  and  comfort,  as 
praise  male  bee  hereafter  to  the  contentac'on  of 
hie  holynes. 

**  And  thus  by  good  manners  to  use  yourselfe 
in  this  matter,  without  knowledge  that  it  {Teeedetfa 
fnun  mee,  by  yo  politique  handling  not  onely  the 
said  faculties  may  bee  extended  to  my  desire,  hot 
also  die  Pope's  holynes  to  know  there  by  w*  it 
is  that  hee  hath  done  for  mee,  and  what  of  likely- 
hood  is  my  erpectacon.  In  which  yo'  doeing 
yee  shall  administer  unto  mee  singular  pleesure 
ta  bee  amongst  others  remembered  according : 
and  hartely  fare  yu  well. 

"  At  my  place  beside  Westnf ,  y"  last  day  of  ffe- 
iHnary.     V  loving  frende, 

"  T.  Card"*.  Ebob." 


Tliat  Woleey  should  have  been  so  very  a 
for  the  increase  of  his  legantine  power  is  not  sur- 
prising, even  when  we  reflect  on  his  then  existing 
autliorily.  In  Sad,  the  legantine  court  was  now 
a  species  of  English  popedom ;  and  though  it  has 
been  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  court,  as  esta* 
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Uished  by  Wolsey,  gave  to  the  people  Huffident 
reason  to  complain  of  a  vast  and  rapacious  power, 
unknown  to  the  constitutiMi,  and  boundless  in  its 
capricious  decrees,  against  which  there  was  no  re- 
dress, nor  even  appeal ;  yet  it  is  rather  a  remark- 
able counter  fact,  that  Wolsey^s  l^antine  conduct, 
in  this  court  at  least,  formed  no  part  of  the  charges 
against  him.  The  l^ality  of  its  establishment 
was,  indeed,  called  in  question ;  but  no  complaint 
was  made  of  its  ezerdse  of  power,  from  whence 
the  inference  may  foirly  be  drawn  that  no  abuses 
had  really  been  committed  by  it 

Birt  even  to  this  legantine  power  some  opposi- 
tion  was  made ;  not  indeed  1^  the  laity,  but  by 
the  members  of  religious  houses,  eqtedally  by  the 
friars  observant,  who  positively  refused  to  admit 
of  Wolsey,  or  any  of  his  officers,  exercising  the 
ri^t  of  visitation  claimed  under  the  pupal  bulL 
But  the  Cardinal  soon  found  a  method  of  getting 
over  this  difficulty,  t^  putting  the  ecclesiastical 
laws  in  force,  when  nineteen  of  the  order  were 
accused  publicly  at  St  Paul's  Cross,  by  Friar 
Forest,  one  of  thdr  own  fraternity  *.  He  even 
went  further,  in  jnocuring  an  explanatory  bull 
from  Clement  VII..  after  the  legantine  power  was 
ccHoferred  upon  him  for  life,  in  which  the  pc^ 
says,  that  out  of  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  and 
in  r^ard  to  the  Cardinal's  great  zeal  for  religion, 

*  This  Forest  was  RfVerwards  hanged,  30tb  of  Henry  VTII. 
far  denying  the  king's  Rnpremacy. 
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hie  extraordinaiy  virtuCt  probity,  and  merita,  and 
to  tilie  end  that  vice  and  the  Lutheran  heresy 
Hiif^t  be  extirpated,  he  gave  to  hia  l^ate  full 
authority  to  visit  all  religious  houses,  whether 
claiming  exemption  or  not ;  to  reform  and  pimish 
such  members  of  them  as  might  deserve  it  *,  and 
even,  if  necessary,  to  eject  or  to  defnive  them,  in 
spite  of  all  appeals,  or  pretended  privileges. 

Badced  by  these  concessions,  and  by  the  royd 
fevour,  the  Cardinal  proceeded  in  his  plans,  and 
die  first  proof  of  his  determination  was  on  dte 
10th  of  May,  when  he  i»ocured  the  king's  consent 
for  Buppressing  the  monastery  or  priory  <^  St 
Frideswed.  He  was,  however,  too  mudi  occu|»ed 
by  ffweign  politics,  at  this  moment,  to  dedicate  as 
much  time  as  he  wished  to  his  home  plans ;  and 
there  afpearB  to  have  been  much  underhand  diplo* 
matic  intrigue  carried  on  by  France,  through  the 
medium  of  an  incognito  envoy,  facetiously,- and  ia 
some  measure  ignorantly,  called  J<^dn  by  coton- 
poraiy  annalists ;  but  whose  real  name  was  Jo- 
annes, or  Joachin  de  Fassano,  Lord  de  Vaux,  as 
is  fwoved  by  a  subsequent  negotiation  for  the  ar- 
rears of  Mary's  dowry. 

The  residence  of  this  Joachin,  or  Joldn,  as  be  is 
called  by  our  tM  writers,  did  not  fail  to  excite 
considerable  jealousy  at  the  imperial  court ;  one 
anecdote  connected  with  iHtich  shows  that  WtA- 
sey,  if  he  did  not  feel,  could  at  least  affect  mo- 
deration and  candour :  for  we  are  told  by  Groves, 
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and  also  by  Fiddee,  that  the  Cardinal  wu  not  ill 
treated  and  misrepresented  hy  the  emperor's  am- 
bassador only,  but  it  also  appears  that  the  Lady 
Mai^aret  of  Flanders,  and  a  certain  lord  of  her 
court,  named  Hogstrace,  had  spoken  some  words 
highly  reflecting  on  him,  which  latter  the  la^ 
having  heard,  she  desired  the  same  might  be  re- 
peated. TTiisherrequestwas,  by  Dr.  Knight,  com- 
municated to  the  Cardinal,  who  directed  that  mi- 
nister to  make  a  reply  to  the  following  effect~4hat 
he  had  no  inclination  to  renew  and  repeat  things  of 
diq>leasure,  nor  to  hear  a  repetition  of  what  had 
been  accidentally  spoken  without  any  formed  de- 
sign to  his  disadvantage.  But  on  what  account, 
or  with  what  view  soever  the  words  were  re- 
peated, the  Lady  Margaret  and  that  lord  had  made 
judgment  of  his  conduct,  for  which  he  had  given 
no  just  occasion  ;  and  that  whatever  had  been  said 
in  a  passifHi  or  otherwise,  her  virtue  and  wisdom 
were  so  well  known  to  the  king  and  to  himself, 
that  there  could  be  no  want  of  due  r^ard  for  his 
majesty,  nor  of  good  will  towards  him ;  and  that 
he  would,  therefore,  no  more  reflect  on  what  had 
passed,  but  desired  that  the  lady  might  be  assured 
she  would  always  find  the  king  a  firm,  constant, 
and  parfect  fiiiend,  and  himself  a  faithfiil  and 
lovii^  son,  ambitious  of  doing  her  htmour  and 
service ;  -  and  that  instead  of  recollecting  words,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  attend  to  things  oi  real 
consequence  to  the  common  cause,  wherein  he 
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should  cwttinue  to  exert  himself  with  that  aidour 
and  sedulity  which  he  had  hitherto  shown  on  aU 
occasiouB. 

I'liie  is  said  to  have  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
to  have  put  a  stop,  in  some  decree,  to  the  ill-will 
engendered  against  him  in  that  quarter. 

It  was  indeed  prudent  in  Wolsey,  at  the  first 
discovering  this,  to  check  any  political  feeling 
against  him  that  might  eventually  have  given  rise 
to  diplomatic  discussion ;  fw  with  the  afiairs  then 
upon  his  hands,  he  must  have  been  suffidentlx 
employed.  Such  indeed,  as  we  are  told,  and  it 
may  be  presumed  upon  good  authority,  were  his 
extensive  diligence  and  attention,  at  this  moment, 
to  the  affairs  of  state,  both  internal  and  foreign, 
that  his  negotiations  were  not  confined  to  the 
courts  of  Rome,  Germany,  Venice,  and  the  Low 
Countries,  but  were  extended  to  all  the  courts  oi 
Europe,  so  far  as  the  interest  of  his  master  was 
concerned ;  and  though  he  was  now  so  glorious 
an  enconrager  of  learning  and  learned  men,  yet 
he  n^lected  not  to  fulfil  his  judicial  t^Sces  to  the 
fall  contentment  of  the  suitors.  We  see  also,  by 
a  letter  to  the  Bish(^  of  Bath,  Henry's  envoy  at 
Borne,  on  subjects  relative  to  dvil  as  wdl  as  re- 
ligious affairs,  particularly  in  re^fard  to  a  repeat 
of  the  pope  being  disposed  to  adopt  Frendi  in- 
terests, that  still,  notwithstanding  his  attachm^ 
to  the  ptqial  court,  he  would  not  sacrifice  to  his  love 
for' her  either  the  honour  of  hismaata',  or  die  in* 
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terests  of  his  native  country.  Yet  those  interests 
he  scHnetimes  foi^^  when,  disdaining  the  consti- 
tational  call  on  parliament,  he  attempted,  as  in 
tiiis  year,  to  raise  money  by  forced  loans.  It  is 
true  that  the  Cardinal,  by  his  personal  exertions, 
was  enabled  to  cany  things  with  a  high  hand  over 
the  city,  yet  in  the  country  a  spirit  of  independ- 
ence was  be^nning  to  show  itself,  which  augured 
better  times.  Even  the  clergy  opposed  him  on 
this  specific  occasion ;  for  when  commissioners 
wa«  sent  to  them  for  the  fourth  part  of  their 
lands  and  moveables,  th^  were  told  by  the  priests 
that  they  would  pay  nothing,  except  it  were 
granted  by  convocation.  They  even  represented 
that  no  King  of  England  had  ever  yet  asked  for 
any  man's  goods  but  by  an  order  of  the  law ;  but 
the  commission  they  asserted  was  contrary  to  law, 
whnefore  the  Cardinal,  and  all  the  pnanoten 
thereof  were  enemies  to  the  king  and  to  the  com- 
monwealth ;  and  this  they  did  not  confine  to  pri- 
vate rqtresentations,  but  spoke  of  it  openly  fnun 
their  pulpits. 

In  foct,  when  the  affair  became  generally  known 
over  the  kingdom,  it  produced  much  disccmtent ; 
or,  as  Hall  describes  it.  "  howe  the  greate  men 
toke  it  was  marvell ;  the  poor  cursed ;  the  ridie 
repugned  ;  the  li^t  wittes  railed :  but,  in  conclu- 
sion, all  people  cursed  ^e  Cardinal  and  his  coad- 
herentes,  as  subversors  of  the  lawes  and  libertie  of 
Eni^ancle.    For  thd  saied,  if  men  should  geve 
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their  goodes  b^  a  comnussiMi,  then  wer  it  worse 
then  the  tases  of  Fraunce,  and  bo  Englande  should 
be  bond,  and  not  free." 

One  instance  of  this  resistance  to  oppressicm 
we  shall  relate.  When  the  ctHninissioners  sat  at 
Reading  in  Berla,  the  people  would  on  no  account 
agree  to  pay  the  sixth,  whidi  was  called  fira- :  but 
th^  willingly  offered  a  twelfth,  or  twenty-pence 
in  the  pound ;  and  the  comnuHsionere  appearing 
satis6ed,  said  they  would  send  to  the  Cardinal, 
and  request  bim  also  to  be  satisfied  with  <  this  offer. 
Lord  Lisle  wrote  the  letter,  and  Sir  Richard  Wes- 
ton, at  the  particular  request  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county,  undertook  to  present  it  to  Wolsey; 
but  the  latter  flew  into  a  most  violent  rage,  and 
said,  that  were  it  not  that  Lord  Lisle's  letta 
stated  the  aflhir  to  be  only  communed  of  but  not 
nmduded,  it  should  have  cost  his  lordship  his 
head,  and  his  lands  should  have  been  sold,  "  to 
paie  the  kyng  the  values,  that  by  bim  and  you 
folishe  conunissiones  he  had  lost,  and  all  your 
lives  at  the  kynge's  wiU :  these  wordea  sore  asto- 
nied  Sir  Richard  Weston,  but  he  said  little." 

Orders  were  then  sent  to  the  various  commis- 
sitmere  not  to  swerve  in  the  slifj^test  d^ree  bom 
the  instructions  already  given ;  but  nothing  could 
etop  the  public  muimuis.  Some  cried  out  that 
the  long  never  paid  what  he  borrowed ;  othen, 
that  whatever  was  g^nted.  no  good  came  of  it ; 
whilst  the  majority  complained  that  Wolsey  sent 
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all  the  mcmey  to  Rome,  to  gratify  tlte  pope,  and 
to  seaire  his  own  purposes. 

In  these  complaints  there  was,  perh^>s,  bat  too 
much  truth ;  yet,  in  this  very  year,  he  was  exhi- 
bitiug  {voois  of  his  disinterestedness,  in  the  pro- 
jecting of  two  colleges,  one  to  be  preparatory  and 
founded  at  Ipswich,  the  place  of  his  nativity;  the 
other  at  Oxford,  to  be  called  Cardinal  College,  but 
DOW  Christ  Church. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  in  those  two  semi- 
naries Wolsey  intended  to  have  introduced  quite 
a  new  system  of  education,  in  which  the  true  mode 
of  studying  the  classics  was  to  have  been  adopted, 
in  preference  to  the  "  absurd  sciences,"  of  which 
it  is  said  by  Fosbrooke  *,  that  their  tendency  was 
sqch  as  to  create,  not  a  man  of  science,  but  a 
mixture  of  die  puppy,  pedant,  and  pettyfo^er ; 
a  pert,  litigious,  captious,  vain,  and  ostentatiow 
character ;  quibbling,  but  not  aUe ;  quick,  but 
shallow! 

Having  obtained  the  royal  permusion,  together 
with  a  bull  from  the  pope,  for  the  endowment  of 
his  Oxford  College  out  of  the  funds  of  various 
anppressed  monasteries,  the  Cardinal  thought  him- 
self justified  in  announcing  his  intention  publicly 
to  the  univerai^,  and  he  soon  after  commenced  it 
upon  a  most  noble  and  extensive  plan;  which, 
however,  as  we  sfaaU  see,  was  put  a  stop  to  in  a 

*  FoabTookeB  Honaatic  Ufe. 
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very  few  years.  Of  this  unfiniBhed  stmctuTe,  Ro- 
dotph  Walther,  a  Glennan,  said  that  Wolsey  began 
a  ooll^  and  built  a  kitchen ;  but  he  also  built 
the  Gate-houses,  in  which,  iinfortunately,  he  gave 
great  offence  to  the  jealous  Hemy,  by  setting  his 
own  arms  above  the  royal  shield. 

Though  Wolsey  did  not  retain  the  royal  &vour, 
nof  live  long  enough  to  ccnnplete  his  int^ided 
plan,  yet  sufficient  was  done  to  show  that,  uniting 
public  benefit  with  splendour,  it  would  have  ex- 
ceeded any  similar  institution  in  Europe.  Dal- 
laway  observes,  that  Rome  itself  would  not  then 
have  offered  a  retreat  of  science  and  learning  so 
perfect  and  extensive  in  all  its  plans.  It  is  im- 
possible, however,  to  judge  fairly  of  the  intended 
plan  £rom  its  present  state;  for  being  left  un- 
finished upon  Wolse/s  fall,  though  the  fi>unddtion 
was  restuned,  and  Christ  Church  established  by 
royal  authority  in  1545,  yet  nothing  particular 
was  done  until  16S8,  when,  as  stated  by  the  au- 
thor already  quoted,  the  society  designed  to  reducx 
the  whole  to  uniformity;  but  the  civil  war  prfr- 
vented  its  completion,  which  did  not  take  {dace 
be&re  1665.  Dallaway  adds,  th^  many  alterations 
were  then  made,  but  without  taste ;  that  the  clois- 
ter bdng  removed,  the  area  was  sunk  several  feet, 
and  a  terrace  raised  roimd  ibe  quadrangle ;  and 
that  the  parapet  of  the  whole  buildii^  was  sux^ 
rounded  with  rails  in  the  Italian  style,  having 
globes  of  stone  at  r^pular  di9tance»— but  by  no 
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means  OMTegpondfaig  with  the  architecture  of 
Wolsey. 


Other  alterations  have  since  taken  place ;  and 
the  globes  have  been  removed ;  bnt  still  the  effect 
is  not  so  striking  as  it  ought  to  be,  or  might  have 
been.  The  effect  produ^  by  the  coup  d'eeil  of 
the  quadrangle,  which  forms  an  exact  square,  is 
by  no  meuis  equal  to  that  of  Trinity  College  at 
Camlnldge:  it  must  be  confessed,  however,  that 
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the  quadrangle  of  Trinitf  is  latter,  whilst  its  ir- 
r^ularity,  with  the  greater  variety  of  buildings 
whidi  surround  it,  renders  it  peculiarly  pictu- 
resque, for  beyond  the  regularity  and  symmetry 
of  Christ  Church  quadrangle.  Yet  Trinity  pos- 
sesses nothing  equal  to  the  great  hall,  with  the 
magnificence  of  which  every  eye  must  be  struck, 
as  also  with  its  space  and  grandew  of  proportion, 
and  propriety  of  ornament. 

It  may  be  recorded  as  a  singular  coincidence, 
that  in  the  groimd-plan  towards  the  street  ihere 
is  a  very  strikiug  resemblance  of  the  front  c^ 
Thombury  Castle  in  Gloucestershire,  built  by  Ed- 
ward Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  whose  ruin 
was  said  to  have  been  effected  by  Wolsey,  about 
the  time  that  he  first  meditated  the  college. 

There  have  been  various  charges  brou^t  against 
Wolsey  for  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  these 
things  w^  executed ;  perh^is  the  statement,  by 
Hall,  in  his  Chronicle,  may  be  considered  as  com- 
bining the  most  material,  where  he  says, — "  this 
seeson,  the  Cardinal  beyng  in  the  kyoge's  iavor, 
obteined  license  to  make  a  collie  at  Oxford,  and 
another  at  Ipswydie ;  and  because  he  would  geve 
no  landes  to  the  said  collies,  he  obteined  of  the 
Bishop  of  Rome  license  to  suppresse  and  put  down 
diverse  abbayes,  priories,  and  monastmes,  to  the 

nomber  of whex^ore  sodainly  he  qptered, 

by  his  conuniSaionerB,  into  the  saied  houaest  and 
put  out  the  religious,  and  todke  all  their  goodes^ 
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moveablea,  and  scarcely  gave  to  the  poore  wretches 
any  thyng,  except  it  wer  to  the  heddes  of  the 
home ;  and  then  he  caused  thexcheter  to  sit,  and 
to  finde  the  house  voyde,  as  relynquished,  and 
fcHuide  the  kyng  founder,  wher  other  men  war 
fbunders,  and  with  thes  landes  he  endowed  all  his 
ccdl^^,  which  he  began  so  sumptuous,  and  the 
scholars  wer  so  proud,  that  everie  persone  judged 
that  Hhsy  would  not  be  good." — 

Nor  were  these  prognostications  in  vain;  for 
having  in  September,  1524,  procured  a  new  bull 
fiom  Pope  Clement,  with  jurisdiction  to  visit  and 
jrefixm  all  religious  places,  with  an  extension  of 
ell  powers  caafened  by  former  bulls,  and  that  ac- 
cmnpauied  t^  another  bull  for  the  suppression  of 
forty  monasteries,  to  the  amount  of  SOOO  ducats 
per  aimum,  it  was  soon  found  that  Henry  knew 
how  to  act  upcm  the  precedent  without  waiting 
for  a  papal  bull,  when  he  afterwards  proceeded  to 
seize  upon  the  church  lands  for  his  own  purposes. 

With  all  this  weight  of  ecdesla&tical  business 
upon  his  hands,  the  Cardinal  was  not  inattentive 
to  state  afiairs,  espedally  in  Scotland,  where  the 
Duke  of  N<»folk  was  in  the  accredited  chaiiicter 
of  the  king's  agent,  but,  in  fact,  rather  as  his  vice, 
roy.  Wolsey  had  formerly  sided  with  the  Duke 
of  Albany's  party,  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  £!arl 
of  Angus ;  but  he  appears  now  to  have  changed 
hia  politics,  as  there'  is  a  letter  of  tiie  15th  of  Sep- 
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t^nbcT,  in  the  British  Museum*,  in  whidi  he 
confers  with  the  duke  about  bringing  James  V. 
into  En^and*  plots  to  seize  upon  the  Soottiak 
Chancellor,  and  lays  down  schemes  to  supplant 
Albany.  In  a  subsequent  letter  also,  from.  <me 
Robert  Lord,  of  the  Sd  of  October,  there  are  fiiU 
and  convincing  proo&  of  the  Inibery  which  Wolaey 
practised  in  iiaH  distracted  country,  with  lists  <^ 
various  sums  paid  to  the  queen  dowago',  to  the 
young  king,  and  to  many  of  tiie  very  first  notnlity. 
Thus  by  bribery  and  diphnnatic  skill,  Wolsey 
was  in  &ct  the  prime  mover  of  the  European 
courte,  and  the  &vourite  of  the  European  i»ioca^ 
who  disdained  not  to  secnre  him  to  themselves  \jy 
counter  bribery,  or  by  the  most  fiilsfmie  adnlatiM. 
'  We  could  adduce  many  instances  of  the  flattery 
poured  fiirth  upon  the  Cardinal  during  hia  courtiy 
power ;  but  two  must  suffice  t. 

The  King  of  Denmark  thus  wrote  to  him  from 
Mechlin,  on  the  Ist  of  December,  1524. 

"  Christian,  King  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  Nor- 
way, &c. 

"  To  our  right  reverend  Father  and  Lord,  the 
Lord  Thomas,  through  the  commiseration  of  God, 
Cardinal  of  8t.  Cecilia.  Aichbish^  of  York,  Pri- 
mate of  all  England,  &c,  our  long  and  most  deariy 
loved  friend  and  protector." — 

•  Cott.  Col.  b.  Ti.  227.  et  seq. 

+  Brit.  MuB.  Ay«.  Col.  No.  4IM.  wt.  12. 
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From  ibe  flatteiy  of  a.  a^wned  bead,  we  aaut 
turn  to  that  of  tfae  Prior  (tfWukchelcambe;  ar,wA 
he  algna  kinnetf,  "  Ridiat^  MisKtor  of  die  on- 
wattky  Mnnast^  of  Wincfaehmbe." — 

**  MoBtrevHrmdFatl»eratidLonlin€Sirist,tiie 
splendoiir  and  ornament  of  all  GmtUnidB. 

**  Even  flwm  Urn  {dace,  mset  i^txHona  OtfdiBBl 
■od  lUnce,  I  ocMiM  bring  fonnird  DiHcb,  icl&tive 
to  tbe  pliUic  comaaendBtion  of  yamr  saaetitf ,  and 
to  the  general  report  of  your  Bingular  virtues,  did 
I  not  nndexBtand  those  yaai  laost  B{dendid  and 
divine  virtues  to  be  rather  deairoufl  o£  the  vcnena^ 
tmm  and  sibuit  admirstian  of  iwMiTrim*,  UiMn  aS 
tiieir  londest  pradses. 

**  I  send,  as  aeconqumying  this  pnMnt  ieOtr, 
to  your  serene  Lorddiqi,  the  Coronal,  oh  J  most 
dement  FsAer,  as  a  proof  of  love  and  the  nnart 
fimh^  obe£eace,  «gbit  lan^Mys,  in  isur  separate 
pasties. 

"  bi  the  sweetest  pcnrer,  throi^hoat  all  the 
worid,  most  holy  Fadier  and  most  wurtliy  Lord, 
may  your  power  and  kiflimee  for  ever  Uve  and 


We  mi^t  dose  this  sectMB  by  recording,  Huik 
on  the  I2th  of  October,  15S4,  the  Cardinal,  amdons 
to  refinrm  and  to  amend  the  medical  ^Btem  tiien 
pursued  in  England,  obtntned  the  royal  patent  to 
Dr.  lAnacn,  antiiDnsnig  him  to  foond  time  lee- 
tmres,  in  the  metropolis,  to  be  called  Linacre'a 
liectores,  from  whence  we  may  hail  the  4awn  of 
xS 
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jndidoUB  medical  science  and  practice:  but  we 
hftve  reason  tolielieT'e,  in  opposition  to  Bnmet  and 
other  writers,  that  the  Cardimd's  downfidl  may  be 
dated  eren  so  early  as  this  period,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  in  this  year  his  fair  enemy,  Anne  Boleyn,  re- 
turned fi-om  France  to  her  native  country.  She 
was  the  daughter,  as  indeed  every  body  knows,  of 
E&-  Thomas  Boleyn,  Eail  of  Wiltshire,  and  was 
bcMn  in  1507,  about  two  yean  before  Henry  came 
to  the  throne.  When  between  seven  and  oght 
years  old,  she  was  destined  to  enter  upon  the  great 
theatre  of  the  world,  being  taken  over  to  Paris  by 
the  Princess  Mary,  and  left  tlkere,  on  her  second 
marriage,  under  the  inmiediate  patronage  of  the 
fVench  queen,  who  was  much  pleased  with  her, 
even  at  that  early  age,  for  her  beauty,  elegance  ci 
manner,  and  lively  wit ;  but  on  whose  death,  in 
15S4,  the  Lady  Anne  returned  to  her  paternal 
roof. 

That  this  lady  must  have  been  gifted  with  an' 
extraordinary  share  of  beauty,  will  not  readily  be 
donbted ;  yet  it  is  a  &ct,  that  the  portrait  shown 
for  her  at  Hever  Castle,  in  Kent,  speaks  very  little 
in  &vour  of  her  penonal  charms.  Some  historians 
too  have  written  rather  indecorously  of  ha. 
Sandars,  in  particular,  asserts  that  her  shape  was 
very  deformed  and  irregular,  and  that  her  actions 
in  France  4ere  so  loose,  that  she  became  nt^rioiu 
for  her  irMigular  life,  yet  was  she  very  mudi  ca- 
nseed  at  that  coUrt     But  to  these  oensures  we 
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can  attadi  little  credit;  for,  if  bnie,  tfa^  must 
llETe  bem  generaUy  known,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
8iq)posed  that  Heniy  would  have  been  the  last 
man  acquainted  with  them. 

Nor  is  it  likely  that  Katharine  would  have  re- 
ceived her  into  her  court  and  confidaice,  which 
she  did  in  the  situation  of  maid  of  honour,  had 
there  been  any  foundation  for  such  reports,  or 
even  suspicion  of  impropriety. 

Besides,  had  she  been  so  deformed,  as  Sanders 
rqiresents,  it  is  not  probable  that  Henzywould 
have  r^arded  her  widi  eyes  of  desire,  which  there 
is  reason  to  believe  he  did  very  soon  after  her 
return ;  for  it  was  not  vary  long  aftn^ards  that 
he  used  his  personal  influence  with  Wolsey  to  put 
a  stop  to  a  love  affair  between  her  and  the  young 
Lord  Feny,  son  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
who  was  then  one  of  the  noble  pupils  in  the  Car- ' 
dinal's  household. 

Percy,  it  is  said,  had  so  fsr  gained  upon  her 
affections,  that  she  had  agreed  to  a  private  mar- 
riage, when  their  intimacy  became  known ;  but  as 
the  origin  of  Anne  Boleyn's  dislike  to  the  Cardinal 
has  been  differently  related  by  various  authors, 
p^haps  a  brief  slratdi  of  the  statement,  by  Ca- 
Tfflidish,  may  be  interesting,  and  considered  as  ap* 
proaehing  as  near  to  the  truth  as  any. 

He.  sajrs,  that  amongst  Wols^s  titled  attend- 
ants was  the  young  Lord  Percy,  son  to  the  £ari 
of  Northumberland*  who  always  acconqtanied  him 
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wbea  he  went  to  court,  mere  partkolart^  to  afior 
be  had  aeen  tbe  lardy  Anne,  rtaaHy  aiipoiatod 
maid  al  honour  to  the  queoi,  wfaen  woaKyinternew9 
took  place  between  the  yoath&l  pair,  auA  at  lengtlt 
tbey  vent  bo  £ar  as  to  be  amtraeted  pnTately;  but 
tlbs  readied  Henry's  ear,  who  already  loved  htf, 
and  meant  to  have  her  for  bla  own,  tbongfa  witb- 
ovt  maniagcv  his  diroree  being  thm  untbou^tt 
of,  and  he  instantly  desired  the  Cudiual  to  send 
for  the  Earl  of  Nortbumbaiand,  and  at  tbe  same 
time  to  take  care  penonaUy  to  dissolre  the  0fN»< 
tract  between  tbe  partioB,  whidi  he  did,  adding 
tbo^to  a  vary  sharp  reproof  to  Percy,  for  having 
acted  as  he  bad  dome  witbcAit  the  consent  of  either 
bis  Boverei^  or  father.  . 

Th$  Elart  c£  Nortfanmherland,  on  reoeiviDg  Hu 
snmmotu,  imtantly  set  off  for  the  court,  and  pre> 
sonted  fainuctf  first  to  the  htarA.  Cardinal,  "  as  all 
great  personages  did,  that  in  such  sort  were  sent 
far,  at  irtuon  they  were  advotined  of  the  eanse  of 
tktiv  Bending  fori  and  when  tbe  earle  was  oonu^ 
bee  was  presently  brovg^t  to  the  Cardinal  into 
tbe  gallery ;  after  whose  meetii^,  my  Lord  Car- 
dineD  and  he  were  in  secret  coimnnnicatiaD  a  long 
q>aco ;  aftor  tbeir  long  diaeonme,  and  drinUng  a 
evp  of  wine,  tbe  earle  departed,  and  at  his  gota^ 
away,  he  sat  downe  at  the  galleiy  end  in  tbe  baU 
upon  a  forme,  and  being  sat,  called  bis  lonne  nnto 
fahn,  and  said''~-bat  it  is  needless  to  repeat  what 
he  said,  ^pqit  to  observe  that  be  threatened  hiu 
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vitli  disialMaiitnMe,  having  obtained  the  kiDg'B 
leave,  to  duuge  the  descent  to  some  of  his  oth« 
80as,BfaoiUd  be  prove  disobedient,  requesting  those 
of  the  hoQSehold  «^  Bteod  round  to  be  kind  to 
him  nevarthelesB,  md  to  point  out  to  him  his 
feuUs — dosing  his  speedi  with  these  worde,  which 
wonld  not  now  be  brooked  ia  a  protostant  country, 
**  and  son,  goe  your  wayes  unto  my  Lord  year 
master,  and  serre  him  diligently ." 

This  is  of  itself  sufident  to  show  how  ruddy 
the  Canhnal  tyranniged  even  over  the  oldest  no* 
Inlity  of  the  realm,  who  fdt  themsdves  forced  to 
crondt  to  him.  lest  they  should  iBCur  his  disfdeft^ 

The  contract,  as  the  king  desired,  was  speedily 
dissolved,  and  the  youthful  lover  was  forced  to 
ntaiTy  a  dan^ter  of  the  Earl  of  Hiremrhury,  to 
die  great  di8a>ntc9at  ctf  "  Mistris  Anne,"  whose 
ambititHi  had  not  then  soared  higher  than  an  earl's 
owonet  She  no  sooner  heard  of  the  proceedings, 
and  that  the  youthful  l^rcy  was  ordered  to  avoid 
hcf  company,  than  she  declared  openly  that  if  it 
ever  should  lie  in  her  power,  she  would  be  r»< 
veiled  upon  Wolsey.  This  was  soon  rumoured 
ahroad,  when  it  came  to  the  king^  and  CanUnaFs 
ears — **  and  so  was  she  for  a  time  discharged  Uia 
court,  and  seint  home  to  her  father,  wherat  die  was 
much  tronUed  and  perplexed.  Fn-  all  this  time 
dw  knew  nothing  o£  the  king's  intended  purpose." 
Sfawtiy  after  the  marriage  of  Lord  Percy,  ahe 
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was  recalled  to  the  court,  where  she  soon  burst 
firalh  in  all  the  appearance  of  power  and  splendonr, 
a  drcumstance  that  excited  many  scandalous  re- 
ports, though  certainly  without  any  just  founda- 
tion. Yet  it  must  be  adaiowledged  that,  agree- 
able to  modem  ideas,  her  conduct  was  chsi^eaUe 
with  great  indelicacy,  for,  as  Cavendish  qnaintly 
states,  "  She  at  lest  knowing  the  king's  pleasure, 
and  the  depth  of  his  secrets,  then  began  to  look 
very  haughtily  and  stout,  lacking  no  manner  of 
rich  apparell,  or  Jewels  that  m<»ey  conld  pur- 
chase." 

That  all  this  came  from  the  king  may  be  doubted, 
when  it  is  understood  that  her  apparent  hi^  esti- 
mation with  Henry  induced  many,  both  in  and  out 
of  court,  to  believe  that  she  was  the  fountain  of 
^  royal  &vour,  and  the  only  channel  through  whidi 
court  applications  could  adrantageoody  be  made. 
This  of  course  must  have  tavu^t  her  numerous 
presents,  for  bribery  was  then  the  order  of  the 
day ;  and  it  is  probable  that  such  presents,  not- 
withstanding what  they  obviously  implied,  were 
seldom  reused. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this.  Queen  Katharine  took 
all  things  very  coolly;  appearing  to  fatdd  h^  maid 
of  honour  in  higher  estimation  than  ever,  and 
not  even  hinting  at  any  cause  of  suspicion.  In- 
deed, it  is  probable  that  Katharine  already  was 
aware  of  being  surroimded  by  enemies,  and  that 
even  Wols^  himself  was  intriguing  to  dissolve 
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her  marriage,  in  order  to  itmire  the  papal  dair  to 
himedf,  by  a  renewed  French  connexion. 

But  at  this  early  period,  Anne  Boleyn  was 
working  the  Cardinal's  di^race ;  for  the  {ffinripol 
nobility  about  the  court,  disgusted  with  the  up- 
start tyranny  and  oi^erbearing  demeanour  of  the 
priestly  favourite,  held  frequent  omsultationB,  and 
at  length  resolved  to  avail  themselves  c£  her  in- 
fluencewith  the  king,  to  work  his  ruin.  With  their 
views  and  objects  ahe  was  speedily  made  ac- 
qnaintfed ;  and  she  entered  into  them  with  great 
spirit ;  but  they  were  afraid  yet  to  proceed  to  ex- 
tremities. Their  plans,  however,  got  wind ;  and 
the  Cardinal  resolved  to  drcnmvent  them  by  stand- 
ing forward  as  a  candidate  far  the  good  will  of  the 
young  &vourite,  for  which  purpose  he  gave  fre- 
quent sumptuous  eaitertainments,  masques,  balls, 
Ssc,  to  the  king,  to  all  of  which  Anne  was  invited; 
insomuch  that  it  was  observed,  "  now  the  Cardinal 
b^an  to  grow  into  such  wonderful  inventions  not 
heard  of  before  in  England,  and  the  love  between 
this  glorious  lady  and  the  king  grew  to  sudi  per- 
fection, that  divers  things  were  imagined,"  oC 
which  we  shall  have  subsequent  occasion  to  take 
notice. 

It  is  a  fact,  not  a  little  curious,  and  not  generally 
known,  that  the  first  si^t  of  Anne  Boleyn  by 
Hoary,  or  rather  their  first  moment  of  confidential 
intercourse,  seems  to  have  actually  been  by  the 
connivance,  or  peritaps  the  appointment  of  Wol- 
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sc7»  fiar  it  took  fdaee  at  his  RickiepiMopal  nsideMe 
at  Batteraea,  foimerly  called  Bridge  Hous^  bat 
afterwards  Yoric  House,  whieb  name  it  still  re- 
tains, remaining  still  in  the  see  of  Yiwk,  but 
granted  out  on  lease :  and  Manning,  in  his  Sar- 
rey^  *,  observes  that  it  haa  been  ccMisiderably  altered 
by  a  recent  occupier,  who  todc  down  many  of  the 
old  rooms.  This  is  mndi  to  be  regretted ;  miKiu- 
ments  of  antiquity  and  ai  the  olden  time  are  de- 
caying, en-  wantonly  destroyed,  too  rapidly:  but 
thft  dertruction  of  one  of  these  ^mrtmenl^  how- 
ever it  may  be  lamented  by  the  lorer  oi  feudal 
ranains,  led  to  a  discovery  somewhat  rpmarkritle. 
This  apartment  was  the  painted  diamber,  supeib 
for  that  time,  with  a  dome  ceiling,  and  said  to 
have  been  the  one  where  Henry  and  Anne  first 
met,  during  a  course  of  masquerades,  and  other 
entertainments,  with  which  Wobey  frequently 
amused  the  mirth-lovii^f  king.  When  the  floor 
was  removed,  as  stated  by  Manning,  there  was 
fimnd  under  it  a  chased  gold  ring,  on  the  inaids 
of  which  Whs  inscribed,  "  Thy  virtue  is  thy  ho* 
nour," — a  &ct  which  seemB  to  bear  an  apt  re- 
ferenee  to  the  eaily  days  of  Henry's  acquaintaaoe 
with  his  future  wife. 

Doubts  hav«  indeed  been  entertamed  of  the  fiwt 
that  Wolsey,  who,  when  he  was  Ardibishop  of 
York,  lived  in  as  great  and  aometames  in  greater 
state  than  the  king  faima^  and  was  owner  of  two 

*  Vol.  HI.  p.  334. 
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moat  injiiifiii  lil  palaeas, flbanld reside  in  a  hottse 
whidi  would  not  have  conbuned  half  his  retmue : 
80  says  LysmB,  who  adds  that,  "  it  ia  well  known 
that  these  entertainDwnts  were  given  at  Ytvk 
House.  WhitehalL" 

But  the  Cardinal,  like  the  king,  was  sometimes 
Sami  of  retiring  to  his  smaller  mansions,  where  he 
mi^t  be,  in  some  measure,  incognito ;  and  this 
partial  retirement  may  even  have  been  necessary, 
as  a  rdazation  in  fiivour  (tf  health,  frcan  the  £eu 
tignes  (rf  state  afiairs,  since  he  every  day  now  found 
himaelf  rising  in  wealth  and  power,  and  consequent 
Imaimess:  for,  indeed,  thewiude  internal  r^ulfr-' 
tioBS  of  the  kingdom  were  at  his  disposal,  whilst 
in  foreign  alEairs  Hk  same  influmce  was  allowed 
to  bim ;~  and  the  latter  pert  of  his  o&ee  he  trans- 
acted always  like  a  man  of  business,  being  easity 
accessible  to  the  whole  diidomatic  bodf  frf  that  da^, 
iriiich,  however,  was  certainly-  not  veiy  numenms. 
Yet  amidst  all  this  hurry  and  Inistle  of  home  end 
foreign  pofitics.  he  seems  not  to  have  been  averse 
fin*  conviviality ;  his  table  being  general^  filled 
with  noUemen  and  gentlemen,  and  the  king  him- 
sdf  taking  great  delist  in  a  fin^cksome  visit  to 
iny  Lord  Cardinal. 

Fox  these  royal  visits  careful  {nnparatlon  was 
always  made,  both  as  to  the  table  and  elegance,  of 
aceoDHDodadon,  ti^ether  with  all  sndi  aamae^ 
ments  of  the  day  as  could  be  invented  or  im]m>T«d. 
Jf  any  of  these  sportive  festivals  ctMuisted  of  ban- 
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queto  set  forth  with  nuHquera  and  mmiiiiHa^ 
fitted  up  in  the  most  superb  style  then  in  ftshion, 
and  "  there  wanted  no  damBellB  meete  to  dance 
with  the  masquers,  or  to  garnish  the  place,  for  the 
time,  with  variety  of  other  pastimes.  Then  was 
there  divers  kinds  of  music,  and  many  choyce  men 
and  women  singers  ^)p(Hnted  to  sing,  who  had 
excellent  voyces." 

On  one  occasion,  the  king  went  to  visit  the  Car- 
dinal in  masquerade,  accompahied  by  a  dcoen  of 
his  most  confidential  fiiends  all  masqned,  dressed 
in  garments  cut  like  those  of  shepherds,  but  made 
of  fine  cloth  of  gold  and  nlvet  wire.  Six  tcvdi- 
bearers  came  next,  with  drummers  and  othears; 
the  whole  masqued,  and  dressed  in  satin.  Wolsey 
expected  him ;  but  kept  it  secret,  merely  ordering 
some  guns  tp  be  prepared  at  the  water  gate,  to  be 
fired  ofi*  on  the  arrival  of  any  strangers.  He  had 
a  party,  botii  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  him 
at  the  time,  eigoytng  a  splendid  banquet,  who  all 
started  iqi  in  surprise  when  they  heard  the  firing 
of  the  great  guns,  in  some  measure  deranging  the 
formality  of  the  festival,  which  had  been  sedup 
lou^y  prepared  l^  Lord  Sands,  then  Lord  Hi^ 
Chamberlain,  and  Sir  Henry  Guildford,  Coo^ 
troUer  of  the  Housdiold.  The  order  was  Uiat 
the  tables  were  set  in  the  diamber  o£  presence 
covered,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  was  the  Car- 
dinal under  Ms  cloth  of  state,  to  be  served  distinct 
fitnn  the  rest  of  the  party,  who  were  arranged,  a 
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lady  and  a  noblemaii,  a  gntieasBan  and  a  gentle- 
TomsD  aioBg  one  side  of  all  the  taUes  throu||h 
the  whole  suite  of  cbambera ;  but  all  joined  so  as 
to  fbno  bat  one  taUe. 

Scarcely  were  the  company  thus  arranged,  when 
tiie  guns  were  disdiai^ed  at  the  water-gate ;  at 
which  the  ladies  and  g^tlemen  wondered,  or  pse- 
tended  to  wonder,  most  surpriBingly  i  and  the 
Cardinal,  with  the  same  show  of  ignwanoe,  de- 
nted Lord  Sends  to  asoertaia  the  cause  of  the 
salute.  His  lordship,  and  some  others  in  the  secret 
of  this  child's  play,  proceeded  to  a  window  ]ook- 
ing  upon  the  river ;  and,  on  their  retuni,  declared 
iJiat  they  supposed  some  noblemen  and  strangers 
were  arrived  at  the  bridge,  perhaps  coming  as 
ambassadors  finmi  some  foreign  prince.  To  this 
report,  Wolsey  replied,  "I  desire  you,  because 
you  can  speak  French,  to  take  the  pains  to  go 
into  the  hall,  there  to  receive  than  into  the  cham- 
ber, where  they  shall  see  us,  and  all  those  noUe 
personages  being  merry  at  our  banquett,  desiring 
them  to  sit  down  with  us  and  to  take  part  of  our 
hre." 

The  persons,  thus  deputed,  went  to  the  haU, 
where  they  received  the  strangers  with  much 
mysterious  pomp,  by  the  light  of  twenty  torches, 
and  they  "  conveyed  up  into  the  chamber,"  says 
Cavendish,  **  with  such  a  number  of  drums  and 
ftites,  as  I  have  seldom  seen  tt^ether  at  one  time 
and  place." 
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Tlie  masquers,  now  entering  the  dumber,  pro- 
ceeded, two  and  two,  to  the  Gardinal's  dulr,  and 
were  bjr  him  "  saluted  Tcry  reverendy-;"  wbtn 
Lord  Sande  stood  forward  as  nnster  of  the  ocz«- 
■onies,  saying  to  Wobey,  **  Sir,  fenwmiidi  as  Aey 
aie  stnmgen*  and  cannot  speak  Bnglisfa,  they 
have  desired  me  to  declare  unto  jaa,  Aat  ^bej 
faaring  imderstanding  of  this  yaar  trinmiAant 
banquet,  where  are  assembled  such  a  number  <tf 
&ir  dames,  they  could  do  bo  less,  under  the  m^ 
portation  of  your  Grace,  than  to  view  as  well  their 
.  ineompanUMe  beauties,  as  to  accompany  tfaem  at 
mumchance,  and  after  that  to  danoe  wHh  them,  ss 
to  beget  their  better  acquaintance. .  And  farther- 
more  they  require  of  your  Grace  license  to  a&- 
oranpHflh  this  cause  of  their  ooming." 

To  this  the  Cardinal  replied  that  the  strangen 
were  welecme,  and  were  prafoctiy  at  Iflwrty  to  do 
as  they  requested ;  and  tiien  the  masqoen  f»o- 
ceeded  to  salute  all  the  ladies,  and  then,  as  Caven- 
dish describes  it,  "returned  to  the  most  wcNrtbiesI^ 
and  there  opened  the  great  cup  oi  gold,  ttkd 
with  crowns  and  other  pieces  to  cast  at.  Tints 
perusing"  (a  phrase  not  very  comivdiensHiIe  at 
this  day)  "  all  the  gentiewomrai,  of  siHne  Aey 
wcnme,  and  to  some  they  lost." 

The  masquers  now  retnmed  to  the  Cardinal, 
sainted  him  with  great  rev<eTaice,  and  poured 
down  before  him  all  thrir  gold,  amounting  to 
more  than  two  hundred  crowns.     "At  allT  tx- 
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claimed  he,  and  rattliDg  tiis  box,  he  tStrew  and 
won  it,  irtiich  was  made  a  source  of  great  i^parent 
jay  and  njtHdng.  After  tills  lucky  fait,  Wolsey 
said  to  Ae  L(H^  Oiambeilain,  **  I  pray  you  go 
UM  than,  that  to  me  it  seemetfa  that  there  sho^d 
be  a  nobleman  amongst  them,  that  bettw  deserves 
to  sit  in  this  place  than  I ;  to  whom  I  should 
^^adly  surrender  the  same,  according  to  my  duty, 
if  I  knew  him :"  on  which  liorA  Sands  addressed 
tile  masquers  in  Frendi,  repeating  the  Gardinid'fe 
request,  to  which  they  answered  in  a  wiiBper, 
when  Sands  replied  to  Wolsey,  "  Sir,  they  oon- 
ftas  that  amongst  them  is  such  a  noUe  pers<Hi^;e, 
whom  if  your  grace  can  point  out  from  the  rest, 
he  u  contented  to  disclose  himself,  and  to  accept 
of  your  place  most  willingly." 

Then  up  rose  the  Cardinal,  went  amongst  the 
strangers,  appearing  to  hesitate  in  his  choice,  and 
at  last  said — "  It  seemeth  to  me  tiiat  the  gentle- 
man with  the  black  heard  should  be  he:"  then, 
as  if  believing  himself  right,  seized  a  cup  in  his 
hand,  and  very  politely  and  ceremoniously  offered 
his  diair  to  Blackbeard.  **  But  the  Cardinell  was 
mistaken,"  addri  Cavendish  With  great  naivet^,  - 
"  for  the  person  to  whom  he  offered  hU  chair  was 
Sir  Edward  Nevill,  a  comely  knight,  and  of  a 
goodly  personage,  who  did  moce  resemble  bis 
migesty*s  person  than  any  other  in  the  masque." 

This  apparent  mistake  of  the  politic  and  then 
pUyful  Cardinal  seems  not  to  have  been  precon- 
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certed  with  any  one,  but  himself;  for  the  king 
toc^  it  B8  a  real  mistake,  and  laughed  most  heartily 
at  it,  and  "  pulled  down  hia  vizard,  and  Sir  Edward 
Nevill's  also,  with  such  a  pleasant  countenmce 
and  cheere,  that  all  the  nc^le  estates  desired  his 
Hij^messe  to  his  place." 

Henry  then  rqdied,  in  his  own  chu^cter,  that 
he  would  retire  to  alter  his  dress,  which  he  did  in 
Wolsey's  bed'-chamber,  attiring  himself  in  a  most 
superb  dress.  During  his  absence,  ,the  whole  of 
the  banquet  was  removed,  when  die  tables  were 
again  covered  with  new  and  highly  perfumed 
(doth,  the  guests  sitting  quietly  in  their  fiaca 
until  his  nu^esty  returned,  accompanied  by  his 
fellow  masquers,  and  in  coiirt  dresses.  Henry  then 
took  the  seat  of  eminence  under  the  cloth  of  estate 
the  guests  all  rising  up ;  but  he  commanded  them 
to  keep  their  phu:e8,  and  presently  a  new  service  of 
two  hundred  dishra  was  Inxnight  in,  of  which  they 
all  partook  most  heartily.  After  dinner,  or  suj^er 
jather,  dancing  commenced,  which  lasted  until 
morning,  "  which  much  rejoyced  the  Cardinal!,  to 
see  his  Soveraigne  Lord  so  pleased  at  his  house." 
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SECTION  VII. 

1525—1527. 

DecIiM  of  Foreign  Influence— Founds  Christ  Cbnrch  College 
—Forced  Louta;  and  Inanrrections-^ontert  with  the 
(Stjft— Wmr  in  Itjy— Secret  prfitical  Intri(fnoB"B»ttle  of 
Pam>  ftnd  FTencli  Kii^  made  Priftoaer — Seqaestration  of 
ReligiouB  Hooses — Diplomatic  Intrigoea — Liberation  of 
the  King  of  Prance — Encouragement  of  maritime  Dis* 
covery — Hampton- Court — Political  Satires — Royal  Dis- 
plmure — Alarm  at  public  Peeling— Ipswich  School— 
Popolar  Diacontents — Pope  made  Prisoner)  and  Rome 
Ulaa  by  the  Doke  of  Bourbon's  Army— Reliance  of  Foreign 
Nations  upon  England — Embusy  to  Prance,  courtly  Anec- 
dotes, &C. — Henry's  Coldness  towards  the  Cardinal— Em- 
bassy ^m  France — Conrtly  Ceremonies,  Anecdotes— 
Feetivities  at  Hanpton-ConTt — Reformers  persecuted-^ 
Hmmpton-Conrt  given  np  to  the  King — PopoUr  Opprobiua 
against  Wolsey— Affair  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  &c.  &c. 

It  was  noticed  hy  poUticiane,  at  the  time  when 
this  section  commencea,  and  aoon  perceived  by 
Wolsey  himself,  that  he  was  sinking  in  favour  with 
the  £mperor  Charles  V.,  a  circumstance  said  to. 
hare  arisen  from  the  n^otiations  with  the  French 
agait,  Jddnt  already  spoken  of.  In  &ct,  &e  Im- 
perial ambassador,  as  early  as  the  9th  of  April* 
left  Gnglaud,  offended,  as  was  th^  believed,  by. 
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the  reception  which  Jokin  met  with  from  the  Car- 
dinal: but  the  true  cause  was  nerer  distinctly 
known,  as  he  set  off  without  taking  leave  of  the 
king,  cardinal,  or  any  official  person.  He  travelled 
with  such  haste  into  Spain,  through  France,  that 
he  arrived  at  the  Imperial  court  before  an  En- 
glish embassy,  which  had  departed  nearly  a  montfa 
before  him.  Through  hia  report^  as  generally 
stated,  not  only  were  the  ambassadors  unsuccessful, 
but  the  accustomed  &vour,  which  the  emperor 
end  hjB  council  had  hitherto  shown  to  the  £i^ish, 
was  evidently  on  the  decline,  "  and  the  emperor 
withdrew  his  good  opinion  from  the  Cardinal, 
which  the  Cardinal  soon  perceived." 

Thai  this  personage,  so  familiarly  termed 
"Jokin"  by  cotemporary  annalists,  was  in  reality 
B  messenger  from  France,  but  unaccredited  as  a 
public  agent,  is  clear  from  the  circiunstances  con- 
nected with  his  reception ;  for  he  was  kept  dose 
euteealed  in  the  house  of  Dr.  Larka,  a  prebendary 
of  St  Stephen's,  whither  the  Cardmal  repaiced 
every  day  in  the  most  private  manner  to  consult 
with  him.  There  he  remained  until  the  S4th  of 
February,  .when  he  was  brought  toLondm,  but 
still-  kept  incognito.  These  certainly  were  dp- 
eumstances  completely  calculated  to  jiutify  the 
Bus|HeionH  of  the  Imperial  ambassador;  indeed, 
some  later  historians  consider  them  as  indi>> 
pntaUe  proofs  titat  this  secret  mission  ws^  the 
foundation  of  the  subsequent  dishonourable  peace 
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with  Ffanoe,  when  that  moosrdi  was  reduced  to 
the  last  extremity,  by  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Paria,  whu%  both  he  and  Henry  of  Navarre  were 
taken  prisoners. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  political  change  and 
btutle,  the  Cardinal  seems  to  have  preserrdd  great 
nnffnaniatity ;  if  we  may  judge  irom  the  steady  - 
hand  with  whidi  he  adhered  to  his  purposes  in 
fkvonr  of  education,  anA  of  classic  literature :  for 
we  find  l^t  on  the  90th  of  March  he  laid  the 
ibundation  stone  of  h»  proposed  college  at  Oxford ; 
and  for  the  library  of  which  he  actually  took 
measures  to  obtain  ct^ies  of  all  the  Greek  and 
otiier  MSS.  then  stored  up  in  the  Vatican,  during 
tile  dawn  of  revived  literature  und^r  the  Medid 
fiunily.'  The  king's  letter  authorising  this  founda- 
tion was  not  drawn  up  until  the  IStii  of  July ; 
bat  in  the  interim  much  was  done  to  complete  the 
fimds  necessary  for  its  support.  In  March,  we 
find  a  ball  fit>m  Clement  VII.  to  dissolve  Tiptre 
Priory,  in  Essex;  fin*  that  purpose;  and  the  Abbeys 
of  L«8nes  in  Kent,  with  the  monastery  of  Bf^ham 
in  Sussex,  were  both  granted  to  him  by  the  king  i  \ 
(he  priory  of  St.  Lawrence  de  Blakemore  in  Essex  ^ 
WAS  also  suppressed,  and  the  rectory  of  Marybone' 
given  to  Wolsey,  with  licence  to  appropriate  It  to 
tiie  Dean  and  Canons  of  Christ-church ;  but  they, 
for  they  were  already  appointed,  at  his  request 
granted  it  to  the  master  and  scholars  of  the  school 
«t  Ipswich,  then  in  a  state  of  preparation. 
Y  3 
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But  busier  acenes  Bcxm  took  place,  both  in 
home  and  foreign  politics ;  Sot  Henry  bdng  now 
anxious  to  cony  the  war  into  the  heart  of  France, 
notwithstanding  the  imperial  suspicion  of  douUe- 
dealing,  but  in  want  of  means  to  do  so.  it  was 
determined  in  council  to  send  conmuasiteis  into 
erery  county  to  examine  into  erery  man's  meaoB, 
and  to  levy  one  sixth  either  in  money  or  plate ; 
a  measure  which  produced  very  strong  remrai- 
atmnces,  on  the  ground  that  wrong  was  (dteredt 
and  the  ancient  customs  and  laws  hrokm,  whidi 
decreed  that  no  man  should  be  chaj:ged  with  pay- 
ments except  auch  as  were  granted  by  the  three 
estates  of  the  realm  in  parliament.  Indeed  the 
burthen  was  considered  so  grievous,  both  as  to  its 
principle  and  the  sum  to  be  levied,  that  the  people 
soon  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  dangerous  com- 
motion, the  public  spirit  of  England  then  begin- 
ning, though  hardly  daring,  to  show  itself;  but 
sufficient  was  known  to  convince  both  the  king 
and  the  Cardinal  that  something  must  be  done 
to  check  the  spirit  of  resistance  which  actual^)' 
/threatened  a  rebdlion. 

With  r^ard  to  Henry  himself  it  is  rather  a 
curious  fact,  which,  if  true^  manifests  how  mndi 
the  Cardinal  dared  to  do  under  ^ladow  of  the 
royal  authority,  that  when  the  extent  <ji  pro- 
bable ill-consequences  was  explained  to  him,  he 
openly  deplored  that  he  nev&r  knew  of  the  de- 
mand, and  he  instantly  gave  orders  for  his  lettos 
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to  be  Bent  to  the  dty  of  London  and  to  other 
places,  worded  in  die  gentlest  manner,  and  posi- 
tively stating  that  he  did  not  ask  for  any  specific 
sum,  bnt  merely  so  much  as  his  loving  subjects 
would  grant  to  him  of  their  own  good  will  towards 
the  maintenance  of  his  wars. 

All  this  marks  Wolsey's  tortuous  policy,  who 
now  found  it  necessaiy  not  only  to  teach  his 
royal  master  how  to  act  the  Jesuit,  bnt  also  to 
play  the  same  part  himself.  Accordingly  on  (he 
86th  of  April,  he  summoned  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
dermen, 'and  many  of  the  principal  members  of 
the  common-coimcil,  to  meet  him  at  Westminster, 
when  he  assured  them  th&t  the  king  most  gra- 
dously  considered  the  great  love,  zeal,  and  obe- 
dience which  they  bore  unto  him,  "  and  when  like 
loving  subjects,  without  any  grudge  or  gain-laying 
of  your  loving  minds,  you  have  granted  the  sixt 
part  of  all  your  goods  and  substance  freely  to  be 
paid  according  to  the  sixt  valuation,  the  which 
loving  grant  and  good  mind  he  so  kingly  accepted, 
that  it  was  marveile  to  see ;" — hut  he  then  boldly 
and  unblushingly  asserted  that  be  himself,  con- 
sidering their  great  losses  and  heavy  charges,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  at  all  times  they  had 
obeyed  all  the  king's  demands  and  commissions, 
had  taken  care  to  have  the  king  informed  thereof, 
for  which  his  majesty  gave  them  hearty  thanks ; 
on  which  be  had  kneeled  down  to  his  grace, 
blowing  him  both  their  good  minds  towfu^  him, 
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and  also  the  charges  continually  anstained  hf  them, 
whence  at  his  (Wolsey*8)  desire  and  petition,  the 
king  was  now  content  to  recal  and  abrogate  tiie 
commiBsion.  He  then  continued,  with  a  grava 
face,  to  asaure  them  that  although  the  kiog.  by 
reason  of  their  own  grants,  might  hare  demanded 
the  shth  as  a  very  debt,  yet  he  was  still  content 
to  release  and  pardon  the  same,  and  would  taks 
nothingfrcnn  them  but  their  benevolence;  "where* 
fore."  added  he,  '*  take  heere  with  you.  the  king's 
letter,  and  let  it  be  read  to  the  commona,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  you  will  gladly  doe  as  loving  sab* 
jects  would  doe." 

This  solemn  fans  being  over,  the  lord  mayor 
and  citizens  retired,  and  two  days  after,  the  kii^fs 
letter  was  read  in  the  common  coundl,  wfarai  a 
deputation  of  four  aldermen  and  twelve  commoa 
coundt  men  was  sent  to  Hampton  Court,  where 
the  Cardinal  then  was,  to  thank  him  for  his  kind- 
ness to  the  city:  but  Wolsey,  on  pretesce  of 
business,  refused  to  see  them ;  a  measure  wludi 
gave  great  offened  to  the  d^utatiwi,  aad  to  the 
corporation  at  lai^. 

Something,  however,  was  to  be  done ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, each  of  the  aldermen  called  a  meetii^ 
of  his  ward,  and  "  gently  moved"  them  to  grtoit  a 
benevolence :  hut  this  was  sturdily  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  paid  enou^  before,  **  with 
many  evill  words." 

This  backwardness  on  iba  part  of  the  c 
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did  hM  suit  the  politics  of  the  ooi^ ;  iherefoTe  on 
the  8th  of  May,  Woiaey  again  sent  for  the  mayor 
And  aldermen,  who  in&rmed  him  of  idutt  th^  had 
done ;  when  tfae  hso^ty  &voarite  exdaimed,— - 
'*  You  -have  no  such  oommission  to  examine  any 
man.  /  am  your  commiasioner.  /will  examine 
yen  <me  by  one  myself;  and  then  I  shall  know  the 
good  will  that  you  bear  to  your  prince ;  for  I  will 
aak  k  benevolence  of  yon  in  his  name." 

To  thifl  the  recorder  replied  that,  by  the  law, 
no  such  benevolence  could  be  asked,  nor  eould  any 
man  be  so  examined,  being  txmtxtry  to  Qte  itatnte  ' 
made  in  the  first  of  Richard  III.  He  added  that. 
Some  persras  bdng  brot^ht  thus  b^ore  die  Car- 
diual  mif^  liirou^  fear  grant  that  which  all  their 
lives  after  they  would  repent ;  whilst  others,  in 
hope  of  aoquiring  favour,  might  grant  mcse  than 
their  own  mdaos  would  admit  of,  and  thus  be 
ttnqrtcd  to  ran  in  debt  to  make  good  their  f^ers, 
— "  so  tiiat  by  dreadful  gladness,  and  fear^  bold- 
dMS,  men  eliall  not  be  narters  of  tiionselvea,  but 
as  men  dkm&ied  shell  grant  that»  tfaiU  their  Wives 
and  diildren  shall  sore  zew  !" 

To  ibis  remonstrance  the  CwrdiDal,  we  are  told, 
lifitaned  very  patiently,  and  answered  quietly, — 
"  Sir,  I  marvcU  that  you  speak  of  Richard  III., 
wfaldi  wa«  an  usurper  and  murtherer  of  his  own 
nephewts :  then,  of  so  evill  a  man,  how  can  thd 
dets  be  good  ?  Make  no  snch  aUegatiouB !  His  acts 
be  not  howrsble  T    To  such  barefocad  Bopbisby 
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it  is  difficult  to  find  an  answer  etoept  contempt 
and  utter  denial ;  but  the  recorder  coolly  replied, 
— "  and  H  i^ease  your  Grace,  althou^  he  did 
evill,  yet  in  his  time  were  many  good  acts  made, 
not  by  him  only,  but  by  the  consent  of  the  body 
of  the  whole  realm,  which  is  the  Parliament." 

Wolsey  felt  rather  staggered  at  this  steady  cod- 
duct  on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  and  the  Loud 
Mayor,  Sir  William  Bailey,  seems  to  have  nc^ced 
it,  and  with  great  ingenuity  to  have  turned  the 
Cardinal's  judgments  against  him;  for,  in  refeir- 
ence  to  the  assertion  that  the  proceedii^  of  the 
corporation  had  been  ill^al,  Bailey  instantly  knelt 
down  and  besou^t,  or  rather  remonstrated,  that 
"  sith  it  was  enacted  by  liie  common  counodl  of 
London,  that  every  aldoman  sliould  sit  in  hia  own 
ward  for  a  benevolence  to  be  granted,  'which  hee 
perceived  to  be  against  the  law,  that  the  same  act 
l^  the  same  conmion  councell  might  be  revoked, 
and  no  otherwise." 

"  Well !"  replied  Wolsey,  "  I  am  content,  fiat 
now  win  I  enter  into  the  king's  comminum.  You 
maior,  and  you  master  alderm^i,  what  will  ye 
give  ?"  "  My  Lord,"  said  the  mayor,  "  I  pray 
you  pardon  me ;  for  if  I  should  enter  into  any 
grant,  it  might  fortune  to  cost  me  my  life." 

"  Your  liie !"  exclaimed  the  Cardinal,  "  that  » 
a  marvellous  word  !  For  your  good  will  towaida 
the  lung,  will  the  citizens  put  you  in  jeopardy  of 
your  life?  That  were  strange  !  for  if  they  wovM. 
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tluit  way,  them  mint  the  king  come  with  a  Strong 
power  them  to  oppresee :  wherefore,  speake  no 
more'sndi  words."  He  paused,  and  apparently 
studying  a  little,  added,  "  my  lord  mayor,  let  yoa 
and  your  citizens,  if  you  be  grieved  with  any  thing 
in  this  demand,  hu|nbly,  and  after  a  good  fashion, 
come  to  me,  and  I  shall  so  intreet  you,  that  you ' 
diall  be  o(»itait,  and  no  displeasure  arise :  and  so^- 
I  pray  you,  shew  your  neighbours."  ITius  ended 
the  conferenoe,  the  mayor  and  aldenn«i  well  know- 
ing that  even  if  they  had  agreed  to  any  demands 
on  the  part  of  the  Cardinal,  still  would  the  same 
have  been  refused  hy  the  common  council. 

A  meeting  was  called,  however,  on  the  ei^uing 
day,  the  9th  of  May,  when  the  common  council 
were  informed  of  what  had  passed,  and  that  by 
the  Cardinal's  determination  they  were  to  go  up 
to  him  Severally,  and  privify,  to  grant  what  they 
would ;  but  this  was  received  with  great  indigna- 
tion, which  the  lord  mayor  endeavouring  to  soften 
by  an  assurance  that  they  would  be  treated  gently, 
recommending  at  the  same  time  that  they  Bhould 
go  up  when  srat  for,  the  fury  became  so  great,  that 
th^  dismissed  frran  the  council  three  memboB 
whom  they  thou^t  untrue  to  the  city  in  this 
affair,  and  then  bn^e  up,  without  any  aaswer  being 
given  to  the  Cardinal's  con^unication. 

In  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  discontent 
was  equally  greAt ;  and  in  Buffidk  particularly  the 
affair  took  a  very  serious  turn.     The  Duke  of 
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Suffolk  had  gme  down  to  that  country, -and  bf 
his  courteous  behanour  bad  penuaded  the  ridi 
clothiers,  who  were  then  pretty  nutBcroiu,  to  agne 
to  the  proposed  levy :  but  when  those  gendeUKn 
returned  to  their  homes,  and  began  to  diBchai^ 
their  spinners*  carders,  fullers,  weavers,  and  all 
'  their  other  handicrafts  connected  with  the  wocdkn 
manufiictures,  for  which  Sofft^  was  &en  fiunous, 
these  poor  people  b^^  to  assemble  pri'rat^  to 
talk  over  their  grievances,  and  to  contrive  how 
they  were  to  {Kvcure  redress. 

As  we  had  then  no  standing  army,  tibe  law  oi- 
acted  that  eveiy  man  should  be  provided  wit^ 
certain  weflptxis  agreeable  to  the  mode  of  war&re 
at  that  period,  which  waa  known  under  the  general 
term  of  harness  ;  and  no  sooner  was  the  duke  in- 
IwTQed  of  theae  discontented  meetings  than  he 
ordered  the  constables  to  take  away  eve^  man's 
harness  in  the  disturbed  districts :  but  this  only 
hastened  resistance,  and  the  order  was  soaroriy 
g^vcu  when  the  popular  rage  increiMed,tfareatenuf 
death  both  to  the  doke  and  the  Cazdinal.  Ite 
popular  feeling  tm  this  subject  was  ao  irwtmt  that 
four  thousand  men  appeared  apeedily  u  arms,  aad 
the  duke  ftmnd  it  necessary  to  cdleet  what  fene 
he  could  of  hie  own  reCainers,  and  of  others ;  hot 
the  number  (^  those  was  so  totally  ineapeUe  (rf  re- 
sisting the  insurgent  fu^x,  that  it  was  £iHmd  ne- 
cessary to  break  down  the  bridges  to  guard  if;ahHt 
an  attadi  on  the  part  of  the  icMs. 
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Kmiiar  disturbances  bn^  out  in  Nmfolk, 
which  were  only  quieted  hy  the  temporiziii^  con- 
duct of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  so  that  the  king 
felt  himself  obliged  to  adopt  some  dedBiTe  line  oi 
ccmduct.  Accordingly,  he  called  a  great  council 
at  York  Place,  Wolsey's  residenoe,  vhere  he  made 
an  open  and  manly  protestatiou  that  it  never  was 
his  wish  or  intention  to  ask  any  thing  from  the 
Commons  of  England,  contrary  to  the  laws  c^  the 
land;  and  he  therefore  demanded  to  know  by 
whose  order  those  conunissioners  were  appdnted, 
and  who  it  was  that  had  directed  they  should  re- 
quire the  sixth  part  of  every  man's  goods. 

On  this,  Wolsey  rose  as  spokesnum,  and  replied, 
that  when  it  was  moved  in  the  rouncil  that  money 
^ould  be  levied  for  the  king's  use,  not  only  the 
king's  counsel,  but  even  the  judges,  held  that  the 
king  might  demand  any  sum  by  commission.  He 
added,  that  the  OTder  was  consequently  given  by 
the  whole  council ;  and,  for  himself,  he  took  God 
to  witness  that  he  never  desired  the  hinderanee 
oi  the  commons*  but,  like  a  true  counciUw,  haA 
merely  devised  how  to  enridi  the  king.  He  then 
attempted  to  justify  the  unctoiBtitational  act  1^ 
the  plea  of  its  being  agreeable  to  Gott's  law,  be- 
ckttse  Jos^h  had  caused  the  King  of  Egypt  to 
t^e  the  fifth  part  of  every  man's  goods :  after 
which  most  extraordinary  piece  of  special  {heading, 
he  addedy— "  but  because  every  man  Isyeth  the 
hurthen  fiKim  him,  I  am  content  to  take  it  on 
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me,  and  to  «ndtire  the  feme  and  maae  of  the  petite 
for  my  good  will  toward  the  king,  and  comfort  <tf 
yoii,  my  lords,  and  other  the  king's  ooundUora : 
but  the  eternal  God  knoweth  aU  T 

The  coimdl  remained  for  some  time  silent,  when 
the  king,  evidently  alluding  to  Wolsey  himself, 
said,  "  Well !  some  have  informed  me  that  my 
realm  was  never  so  rich ;  and  that  there  shoiild 
never  trouble  have  risen  of  that  demand ;  and  that 
men  would  pay  at  the  first  request :  but  now  I 
find  all  contrary." 

■  The  king  paused ;  still  were  the  council  silent, 
when  his  majesty  added, — "  I  will  no  more  of  this 
trouble.  Let  letters  be  sent  to  all  shires  that  this 
matter  may  be  no  more  spoken  of.  I  will  pardon 
all  that  have  made  denial  openly  or  secretly," — 
**  titen  all  the  lords  kneeled  downe,  and  hastily 
thanked  hym !" 

'  Letters  were  accordingly  sent,  hy  the  king's 
desire ;  but  Wolsey  took  especial  care  that  these 
letteiB  should  state  ibat  the  demand  originated  with 
/  the  lords  and  the  judges,  and  others  of  the  king's 
council,  and  that  Wolsey  himself,  in  alt  that  he 
had  done,  had  only  "  followed  the  mind  of  tte 
whole  council  •" 

That  the  paUic  feelings  in  general  were  raai^ 
outraged  by  this  loan  cannot  be  doubted,  when  its 
very  tradition  was  so  strong  in  the  days  of  Eliza- 
b^,  that  Shakspeore  makes  it  a  main  point  in 
his  ezqdftte  play  fovnded  upon  the  &voiuriC(i'B 
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£bll.  It  is  also  a  fact  deserving  of  especial  notice, 
that  from  this-  affair  that&lL  nuqr  certainly  be 
dated ;  for  it  is  on  record  that  it  was  eren  then 
resnarited  by  some  of  the  courtiers,  that  Henry  did 
not,  on  this  occasion,  pay  such  singular  respect 
and  &vDur  to  Wdsey  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  but 
left  bim  to  get  clear  of  the  reflections  and  asper- 
sions cast  on  him  as  he  best  could. 

Nor  is  this  surprising,  if  it  is  really  true  that 
the  whole  plan  originated  with  the  Cardinal ;  that 
Henry  was  from  the  first  very  unwilling  to  try  it; 
and  that  he  felt  his  dignity  much  abated  in  being 
oUiged  to  change  his  commands  for  the  asking  of 
a  benevolence.  This  renders  it  far  from  impro- 
bable that  in  the  course  of  the  affair,  during  the 
BMctings  o£  the  council,  he  may  have,  more  than 
once,  by  a  side  glance,  seemed  to  blame  Wolsey 
for  an  injudicious  attempt ;  and.  that  this  disposi- 
tion on  tiie  part  of  the  king  having  been  carefully 
observed  by  the  Cardinal's  enemies,  they  may  have 
thence  formed  the  first  idea  of  plotting  against 
him,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  add  other  circum- 
stances that  might  tend  to  weaken  his  hold  upon 
the  royal  favour. 

Of  Wolsey's  ideas  of  foreign  policy  a  pretty  fair 
conception  may  he  formed  &om  his  conduct  when 
the  quarrel  took  place  between  the  Duke  of  Bour- 
bon and  the  Frmch  king,  the  former  being  forced 
to  fly  to  insure  his  personal  safiety.  No  sooner 
was  Wolsey  acquainted  with  this  drcumstance, 
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tiian  he  fi^  the  iracemi^  of  Becoring  the  duke  in 
the  English  cause,  rathear  than  to  leave  Irini  solelf 
to  the  emperor,  with  wfaoci  he  hfkd  taken  refuge ; 
and  the  king  readily  came  into  the  plan,  ehortly 
afterwards  joining  in  a  treaty  with  th£  emperor, 
that  their  united  armies  ahonld  be  cfmima&ded  by 
the  Duke  of  Bouihon,  who  was  to  receive  monthly 
wages,  OT  pay,  &om  Hecry,  for  himself  and  re- 
tinue. The  treaty  was  to  be  kept  a  great  secret, 
and  Sir  John  Russel  was  sent  over  to  "  be  om- 
tinually  beyond  the  aeas  in  a  certain  place,"  to 
manage  these  afiaira ;  but  the  most  ezttatndinary 
part  of  the  secret  was,  that  "the  Duke  of  Bouthon 
should  be  the  King  of  England's  duuninon,  and 
general!  in  the  field,  who  had  a  number  of  good 
Bouldiera  over  and  besides  the  emperor's  army, 
which  was  '^not  small ;"  and  yet  with  these  very 
tnH^,  **  the  dake  began  the  wanes  with  the 
Frendi  king  in  his  owne' territories  and  dukedom, 
which  the  king  had  gotten  into  his  owne  han^ 
being  not  perffctbf  katntme  to  tht  duktls  aiemcs, 
that  he  had  any  aide  from  our  sovenofne  lord; 
and  thus  hee  wioug^  the  French  king  much  dis- 
pleasure, inasmuch  that  the  Frendi  king  was  con- 
strained to  prepare  a  present  army,  and  in  his 
own  pCTOon  to  resist  the  duke's  power." 

It  does  not  ^ipear,  howerer,  that  the  duke,  in 
this  most  extzaordlnary  of  aH  secret  ezpeditims, 
was  at  first  very  successful;  for  he  was  soon 
(ddqicd  to  ntreat^  and  shdtBr  himself  in  the  wi^ 
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foEti&)d  town  cf  Pavia,  to  whlcb  the  French  ian 
mediately  laid  dose  tiegs :  and,  in  the  mean  tune, 
FranciB,  tTusting  more  te  dij^omacy  than*  peihajN, 
to  his  own  anus,  had  seait  over  to  Englaod  that 
personage  already  spoken  ot  whom  Cavendish 
calls  "  a  vtry  witty  man,"  who,  "  for  his  subtle 
wit,  WAS  elected  to  treate  of  such  an  emhassage  aa 
the  French  Idog'  had  given  him  in  commission." 
8till  it  ^i«ar8,  from  various  authorttiee,  that 
WoJsey  was  yet  friendly  to  the  cause  ageiaait 
Franca ;  for  in  the  Ayscough  ColL  Brit.  Mue.  No. 
3&39,  pb  7>  there  is  a  long  deqwtch  from  the  Car- 
dUnal  to  San^isan  and  Farmingham,  resident  ant* 
baasadors  with  the  ^aperor,  relative  to  the  state 
of  the.  war  in  Germany,  and  particularly  in  regard 
to  the  Duke  q£  Bourbon.  We  refer  to  it  also  thd 
more  particularly,  because  of  ita  develi^Mment  of 
military  affairs  at  that  periffd.  to  which  the  fbl- 
loving  e^ctract  alludes.  Wolaey  epeaikB  of  a  gen:< 
tleman  who.  had  arrived  at  court  with  letters  from 
the  emperor,  and  adds,  that  from  him—"  th» 
king's  highnes  and  I  perotive  in  what  readineaiw 
state,  and  disposition  ^e  en^teror's  aShirs  were  al 
the  dates  vi  the  said  litres,  with  his  intent  to 
jvoeeede  with  his  army  in  bia  owne  pwscai,  and 
to  Bupplie  by  the  loogec  oontinupnce  die  tarditio 
and  sloCb  whioh  hath  bene  used  in  the  settings 
forth  of  the  same,  havinge  alsoe  made  proviaioo 
for  eatly  ps^ment  of  tho  100,000  cnnnm  for  hit 
poertirai  vnto  the  Duke  of  Buiixmi^  towards  the 
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entertainment  ci  10,000  lanoe  knigbts,  and  de- 
syring  tiai  the  king's  grace  would  doe  the  eemUa- 
Ue  for  bis  parte,  and  to  give  order  that  his  Bimf, 
leavinge  seeges  of  stronge  places,  and  passinge 
into  the  bowells  of  France,  may  continue  all  this 
winter  with  a  convenient  reinforcement:" — and 
soon  afto-,  wh«a  tiie  Duke  of  Bourbm  was  in 
great  Eitrei^ts  and  difficulties  at  Milan,  Wolsey 
well  knowing  that  no  money  could  be  SNit  to  him 
by  the  emperor,  in  consequence  of  the  conunani- 
cation  being  completely  cut  off  l^  the  French 
army,  todc  immediate  and  jndicioafl  stepB  to  re- 
medy the  difficulty,  by  sending  instantly  a  despatch 
to  the  Bishop  of  Bath,  then  the  Engll^  ambas- 
sador at  Rome,  authorising  him,  by  any  means  in 
his  power,  to  supply  the  duke  with  whatever  sum 
might  be  required. 

The  various  authors  who  treat  of  this  period 
differ  so  much  in  their  statements,  and  evidently 
in  their  sentiments  also,  espedaOy  in  regard  to 
tbe  intrigue  carried  on  by  Joachin,  or  **  Jddn," 
80  often  noticed,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if 
Itot  impossible,  to  diatinguiBh  truth  fivHQ  misre- 
pre8entati<m.  If  we  were  to  propose  any  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  real  fact,  it  would  be  that  Wot> 
sey  was,  in  this  instance  at  least,  acting  a  douUe 
{Hot,  or,  as  the  vulgar  i«overi)  expresses  it,  keeping 
two  strings  to  his  bow.  This  is,  in  some  mea- 
sure, s^«ngthened  by  a  staltaBeat  given  by  a  o»- 
temporary  annalist,  that  Joachin,  on  hia  arrival, 
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and  even  before  he  was  brought  to  I>.  Larke's  at 
WestmiiiBter,  was  secretly  a>nveyed  to  Richmoncl, 
where  he  remained  in  privacy  until  Wolsey  could 
join  him  at  the  close  of  the  Elaster  term.  Of  all 
that  passed  between  the  envoy  and  Carding  no- 
thing is  known,  except  hy  the  supposed  result, 
wfaidi  was,  that  Henry  finally  eent  orders  to  Italy 
to  stop  his  monthly  payments  to  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon,  a  measure  which  produced  great  con- 
stematkH)  and  much  inconvenience  ia  the  little 
garrison  of  Pavia. 

As  for  M.  J(ddn,  he  remained  some  time  longer 
in  Engbnd,  and  was  treated  by  the  Cardinal  wi^ 
great  hosistality,  and  even  fomiliarity ;  dining 
with  hjm  frequently  during  the  Whitsuntide  holi- 
days, which  Wolsey  k^t  at  Richmond  with  great 
festivity,  and  pleasing  all  visitors  with  his  wit 
and  ready  ctmvarsadim :  but  it  must  be  obeerved, 
that  this  does  not  agree  with  the  counter  state- 
inents  of  o&er  historians,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
tiie  Cardinal  hsA  as  yet  received  the  ro3rBl  per- 
mission to  reside  there. 

Ilie  distress  to  which  the  Duke  of  Botvbon 
and  his  army  were  reduced,  by  the  stoppage  of 
tile  monthly  payments,  soon  increased  to  such  an 
extoit,  that  the  most  desperate  measures  became 
necessary;  and,  accordinglf,  a  double  sortie  of 
the  ganiBOD  was  planned,  which  was  completely 
Buooessfiil.    The  French  were  surimsed  in  their 
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camp,  and  routed ;  all  their  ortiltefy  aod  stoDM 
taken,  and  their  king  hinuelf  made  prismer. 
When  the  prirate  bureau  e{  the  Freodi  m<manJt 
waa  searched,  the  treaty  between  the  two  mon- 
archs  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  and  various 
other  important  doeunwnta,  as  has  been  poeitively 
asserted,  were  found,  full]r  proving  with  what 
duplicity  Wolsey  had  acted  towarda  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon,  andjustifyii^the  siwpidcm,  that  IVench 
money  had  more  influence  over  the  Cardinal  than 
a  due  sense  of  English  honour. 
'  Unable  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  Wolaey, 
the  duke,  some  tijne  after,  determined  to  hare 
some  rev^ige  against  ibe  <popei  and  nur«bed  wiA 
his  army  towards  Bome;  he  even  led  Out  first 
assault,  but  was  the  fijest  who  fieiU !  Hit  offi«Gn« 
however,  continued  the  sisge  with  «icb.  t^obti 
that  the  pope,  and  a  congidcrdUe  aiuviber  of  the 
petals,  wcffe  fmroed  to  take  shelter  is  the  Castls 
o£  8t.  Angelo,  where  they  suffered  greit  hardships 
and  privations :  but  Utis  BstidpMe*  fh«  erents  of 
1527. 

In  the  mean  tim^  gieat  doubts  aad  jealaitties 
arose  in  the  ooundl  tit  home,  re«pectt«g  the  Ai8> 
posdl  oi  the  French  king ;  some  wieddAg  an  m- 
vasiou  of  France  instantly  to  take  {dace,  whSsi 
others  insisted  that  %iglaud  had  a  right  to  de* 
maml  the  captive  motiardi  irosa  the  emperor,  fa»- 
cMue  he  was  takeu  by  thie  King  of  Bnj^wwi'a 
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cfaofipioD,  and  a  few  went  bq  &r  as  to  advise  that 
war  ehould  instaDtl;>-be  prodaimed  agaiut  Ger- 
Bia&y,  in  order  to  enibrce  the  claim. 
-  But  Wolsey  preseired  a  sbict  silence  amidst 
these  agitations,  until  the  arrival  of  ambassadon 
firom  France;  when,  after  oonsideraUe  negotia- 
tions, he  at  length  declared  himself,  recommending 
tbat  the  emperor  should  be  caUed  on  to  set  Francis 
at  liberty,  on  sufficient  pledge,  hy  hostages  bein^ 
given ;  fM-  whidi  purpose  his  two  bod^  tbe  DaUf 
jriiin  and  the  Duke  of  Orleaiu,  wexe  sdected.  He 
had  no  sooner  declared  himself,  than  he  began  ta 
act  wUh  energy,  on  the  ostensible  groimd  of  re- 
q>eCt  tor  the  c^itive  kiii^,  and  of  Borrow  fior  tbe 
hardsMps  to  wiadi  the  pope  wu  Hieti  reduced; 
not  only  using  all  baa  influence  with  the  king  in 
^vate,  but  even  osBdessnding  in  public  to  -pet- 
saade  the  loris  of  tbe  cooncti  to  come  to  a  favour- 
^le  decisicai  on  the  side  tiiat  he  had  adopted.  Bftit 
tliere  were  busy  heads  at  work>  as  artful  as  his 
own,  to  render  these  pass^  eivents  subservient  to 
his  downfall ;  and  amongst  them  was  Anne  Bo- 
leyne,  whose  friends,  uniting  with  othen  in  the 
ootoK^,  consulted  with  him  in  ^parent  fnendship, 
aSlaiiig  it  as  their  opinion,  that  none  but  the  Car- 
ina] himself  could  have  influence  enoi^h  to  bring 
about  a  peace  between  sucb  great  poteotates ;  and, 
l^refore,'  that  he  ought  instantly  to  undntake  an 
onbassy  for  that  purpose. 

How  far  .Wolsey  was  convinced  by  these  aigu- 
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ments  it  is  difficult  to  sajr,  but  it  is  possible  tint 
vanitjr  and  s^-confidenoe  migbt  bare  Uinded  him 
to  the  real  intent  of  these  professed  Mends,  whidi 
Tas  to  get  bim  removed  from  court,  on  any  tenoa, 
80  tbi^  they  might  have  more  favourable  opparia.- 
nities  of  depriving  him  of  Henry's  confidence ;  but 
the  embassy  did  not  take  place  until  15S7> 

Wolsey's  eagerness  to  seise  iqxm  the  mona»- 
teries.  whiob  he  had  marked  out  foe  diascdutioa, 
was  soon  perceived  1^  the  people  at  large,  and 
produced  otHisiderahle  discontent;  and  various  stiH 
lies  were  abroad  in  the  spirit  of  religious  super- 
stition of  that  day.  Amaogst  these  is  oa«  re< 
gazding  the  monastery  of  Daventry,  whitber  he 
salt  the  five  persons  who  were  his  cbief  instru* 
ments,  to  demand  from  ihe  prior  and  monks  th« 
ooeupanCy  of  a  certain  portion  of  tbeir  grounds. 
To  this,  bowflver,  the  monks  demurred,  finely  r^ 
fbsing  to  comply;  when  the  crafty  agents  oon* 
brived  to  excite  a  quarrel,  after  which  the  Car- 
dinal, on  a  small  occasioa  as  it  is  asserted,  caused 
this  monastery  to  be  dissolved,  and  its  r^enues  to 
be  ^ipnqniated  to  bis  new  colleges. 

But,  i^;reeable  to  the  pofmlBr  account,  this  did 
not  go  unpnniabed;  for  two  of  the  five  agents, 
quarrelled,  and  «w  being  killed,  the  aarrivor  was 
hanged;  tJun  the  third  drowned  himself  in  a  well; 
the  fimrth,  "  bdng  well  knowne,  and  valued  wwth 
two  hundred  pound,  became  in  three  yeeres  so 
pocn^  that  he  be^ed  dU  his  dying  day;"  and  the 
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fifth,  I^.  Allen»  who  was  tibe  principal  actor  in 
tiieee  afikire,  "was  cruelty  maimed  in  Ireland, 
eftn  at  such  time  as  hee  was  a  bishop." 

li  these  proceedings  had  been  confined  solely  to 
the  monasteries  for  males,  the  public  clamour 
Would  not,  probably,  have  been  so  loud :  but  the 
suppression  of  nnluieries  excited  much  dlsapproba* 
tfon ;  for  whatever  the  prejudices,  cr  just  charges 
against  the  monks,  the  same  did  not  exist  against 
the  nuns  in  general.  The  Qunneries,  in  &ct,  were 
schools  for  the  young  fiemales  in  their  vicinity, 
where  they  were  instructed  in  needle-work,  con- 
fectionary, and  other  useflil  matters,  and  even  in 
surgery  and  physic.  With  great  rectitude  of  maa- 
nats,  there  was  still  a  great  openness  of  conduct 
in  the  prioresses  and  abbesses,  who  presided  over 
these  estdltishmenta;  and  of  the  nuns  c^  8t  Mary 
in  Wiltshire  we  have  seen  it  recorded,  that  they 
were  "  often  seen  oosae  forth  to  the  nymph-hay. 
With  their  rocka  and  wheels,  to  spin." 

Such  usefulness,  and  such  simplicity  of  man<- 
uers,  could  not  &il  to  meet  general  approbation ; 
of  course,  every  harsh  proceeding  adopted  against 
them  became  unpopular :  but  this  fedlug  did  not 
alone  exist  amongst  the  laity,  for  it  is  well  ascer- 
tained duit  the  holding  of  so  many  bishoprics  at 
once  by  Wolsey  gave  great  offence  to  many  of  his 
Ivother-chm'Chmen ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  tliat  Dr. 
BarAes,  in  a  sormon  which  he  preadied  at  Cam- 
Inidge,  in  St  Edward's  Church,  on  Christmas  eve 
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ID  tbn  year,  took  special  notice  of  it  This  ser* 
mon  was  reported  to  the  Cardinal,  and  gave  hin 
such  offence,  that  a  dbarge  was  made  out  against 
the  doctor ;  the  most  important  article  of  which 
was  the  6th,  whaeiu  Barnes  was  alledged  t« 
have  said,  "  I  will  never  believe  that  rate  man 
may  he,  by  the  law  of  God,  a  Inahop  of  two  or 
three  dties,  yea,  of  a  whole  country;  for  it  is  con- 
trary to  St  Paul,  which  saith,  /  have  kft  tket  be- 
khiff,  to  set  in  atry  city  a  bishop." 

Previous  to  any  judicial  proceedings,  the  doot« 
was  Inmight  before  Wolsey  himsd^  thi^  walking 
in  his  gallery  at  Ywk-place,  fox  something  like  a 
[Mivate  eramination,  when  the  Cardinal  began  be- 
fore him  to  read  over  the  articles.  The  forst  five 
wem  to  have  been  pasaed  over  without  any  i^Moal 
.notice ;  but,  on  comiAg  to  the  aixth,  the  ecdeoas- 
tical  Leviathan  paused,  and  then  said  Aat  this 
touched  himself  person^y,  and  he  asked  the  doc- 
tor if  he  really  thought  it  wrcHig  that  one  bishiy 
flfaould  have  so  many  sees  under  hia  jurisdictiim 
at  once  ?  To  this  Barnes  replied,  that  he  could 
go  no  further  than  8t.  Paul's  text,  which  tqipoiated 
a  bishop  for  evety  city;  when  Wolsey  put  aa  ift- 
sidioue  query,  as  to  whether  be  thought  it  coo- 
trary  to  the  modnsi  ordinance  trif  the  dmrch?  T« 
ibis  the  doctor  rejoined  with  great  qrirlt,  that  be 
Jmew  nothing  of  any  ordinance  of  the  church  is 
regard  to  the  matter*  he  depended  solely  uptm 
what  tia  apostle  had  said.     But  he  acknowledged 
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that,  in  (^potition  to  the  spoBt(dic  jvactice  and 
direction,  he  did  eee  &  contrary  coatom  and  jn'ac- 
tioe  then  prevailing  in  the  church,  the  original. 
right  or  justification  of  which  he  was  unacquainted 
with. 

'  Wolsey-  must  have  felt  tutnself  much  at  a  noa 
plus  at  this  reply  ;foe,  in  fact,  he  had  not  even  a 
uKtdem  ordimmce  to  ahow  in  support  of  his~|du- 
nlitiee ;  bat  endearourMd  to  meet  the  objection, 
hy  saying  that  in  the  apostle's  time  there  were 
smne  cities  which  were  six  or  seven  milee  in 
Iffligth,  and  over  them  was  tliere,  he  aslced,  but 
(Uie  bishop  set,  including  ■  the  charge  of  their 
snburbs  also  ?  Then,  by  something  very  like  a  non 
tequitur,  he  added,  that  so  likewise  then  a  byshop 
had  bat  one  dty  to  liis  cathedral  church,  and  the 
country  about  waa  as  suburbs  unto  it !  To  this 
extracHilinaiy  mode  of  argument,  honest  Bamee 
oould  make  no  reply :  be  contents  himself  with 
olbBerviog,  in  his  account  of  t^  affair, — "  me- 
tiiougbt  this  was  &rre  fetched,  but  I  durst  not 
deny  it." 

About  die  latter  end  (^  15i5,  there  was  some 
nqtpdsed  mystery  of  negotiations  with  the  Queen- 
dowager  of  France ;  and  certainly  there  exists,  in 
the  nritish  Museum,  a  letter  from  her  to  Wdsey 
MKNit  the  paying,  or  ^scharging,  (solvendo), 
^81,000  crowns  of  gold  and  upwards  for  seven 
yMra  £cdlowing:  and  it  is  evident  from  otho* 
sources  that,  in  this  case  at  least,  Wolsey  made 
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the  public  affairs  subBervient,  in  aome  d^ree,  tO' 
his  own  interest;  for,  in  addition'  to  the  trea^ 
agreed  on  with  the  Lady  Regent,  and  ratified  on 
the  S7th  of  December  of  this  year,  Rapin  awnrea 
us  that  there  is,  in  the  Collection  of  the  PuMic 
Acts,  that  lady's  bond,  of  the  18th  of  November 
(evidently  signed  previous  to  the  agreement  fw 
the  ratification),  to  p^^  to  him  all  arrears  oipm.- 
sion,  for  four  years  and  a  half,  granted  In  lieu  of 
the  administration  of  the  bisht^ric  of  Toumay. 
In  addition  to  these  arrears,  the  bond  likewise 
spedfiba  that,  for  several  other  w^hty  reascms, 
there  was  due  to  the  Cardinal  100,000  crowns  of. 
gold ;  and  that  the  whole  of  these  soma  were  to 
be  paid  in  seven  years  in  half  yearly  paym^its — 
but  Wolsey  did  not  live  to  see  them  comfdeted ! 

Pending  those  ne^tiations,  others  were  gwug 
on  at  Madrid  between  the  emperor  and  tite  King 
of  France,  still  a  prisoner  of  war ;  and  the  treaty, 
called  the  Treaty  .of  Madrid,  genferally  siippoeed  to 
have  been  drawn  up  under  the  influence  of  Eug- ' 
land  in  euppoFt  of  Frauds,  was  conduded  in  J»- 
Buaiy,  1536.  In  this  it  was  stipulated,  that  the 
French  king  should  be  restored  to  liberty,  ui  con- 
dition of  his  two  sons  being  ddivered  into  the  em- 
peror's hands  as  hostages ;  that  Burgundy- AouUL 
be  ceded  to  Charles ;  that  Francis  fiboulA  narrf 
Leonora,  slater  to  the  emperor ;  and  that  he  shomld 
also  indemnify  his  imperial  m^esty  against  all  de- 
s  on  the  part  of  the  English  court. 
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Tbe  Uberation  of  Fratuda,  in  consequence  of  tliis 
treaty,  took  iilace  on  the  18th  of  March,  when  his 
sons  'were  exchanged  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the 
3ida88oa ;  and  it  is  related  of  him,  that  no  socmer 
had  he  crossed  into  the  French  territory,  than  he 
mounted  a  fleet  hoise,  and  setting  off  at  a  gallop, 
exclaimed,  "  I  am  a  king — I  eun  a  kii^ !" — an  ex- 
fH'ession  which  some  have  censiired,  as  rather  dis- 
cormng  an  excessive  transport  of  joy,  than  be- 
craning  the  sedateness  and  majesty  of  bo  great  a- 
^ince;  whilst  othars,  with  even  less  liberality, 
infnred  from  it,  that  being  now  at  liberty,  he 
diould  not  think  himself  bound  by  the  conditions 
of  a  treaty,  to  which  he  had  oaily  agreed  whilst 
under  constraint.  But  this  latter  influence  is  by  - 
DO  means  probaUe,  since  he  had  given  up  hia  two 
sons  as  hostages  for  his  due  observance  of  the  sti- 
pulated articles. 

We  have  stated  that  the  treaty  of  Madrid  was 
sui^MMed  to  have  been  drawn  up  mider  English 
inflnence,  and  this  is  ctmfirmed  by  the  fact,  that 
Francis,  immediately  after  his  liberation,  wrote  to 
the  Cardinal,  with  his  own  hand,  acknowledging 
that  the  king  and  he  had  been  the  chief  instru- 
Doeaits  of  procuring  his  enlargement. 

But  the  events  at  home,  during  this  year,  were 
more  important  than  those  of  foreign  politics,  espe- 
(dally  in  the  marked  hostility  of  Wolsey  to  every 
thing  connected  with  the  Reformation :  amongst 
other  incidents,  he  was  himsdf  present  at  Paul's 
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Cross,  attraded  l^  eleven  faoaliopB,  when  fiiQT  mer- 
ohontB  of  the  Still-Taid  were  obliged  to  do  penanee, 
and  Dr.  Bamee,  an  Augustine  &iar,  already  m^ 
tioned,  bore  a  fiaggot,  as  a  maik  of  heresy.  On 
this  occasion,  Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rodiester,  jveached 
Qgunst  Lnther ;  and  the  whole  force  of  the  chunb 
aooned  arrayed  against  Refanners,  periu^  stirred 
,  Hp  a  little  by  the  fact  of  Tindal's  English  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testattient  being  jnst  printed 
at  Antwerp  *. 

.  It  may  be  here  remarited  as  an  extraordinary 
draoDBtance,  in  respect  to  a  man  of  his  general 
acutenesa  and  pcditical  sagacity,  that  Wolsey,  at 
this  time,  seems  not  to  have  been  at  all  aware  of 
the  dangers  that  surrounded  him;  at  least,  he 
showed  no  scruple  at  making  himself  manycnfr- 
Hiies,  the  resok  of  extensive  alterations  in  the 
royal  household.  The  occasion  was  this :  in  the 
winter  of  1525-6,  so  unexpected  and  extraordinary 
a  dearth  ttx^  ptace  in  the  metrop(^,  that  even 
die  law  term  was  adjourned,  and  the  king  re- 
moved his  ooortj  at  Christmas,  to  Eltham  fnnn 
Gbeenwich,  taldng  with  him  a  very  small  retinue. 
This  Christmas  thence  received  the  name  of  the 
"  Still  Christmas  :*"  the  Cardinal,  however,  was 
not  still;  for  on  arriving  at  Eltham,  where  he 

*  His  is  that  trftDalation  which  wu  preached  agtunit  by 
TonstRll,  Bishop  of  LondoD,  and  denoanced  as  containiag  np- 
Tards  of  3000  blondere  !  It  was  afterwards  publicly  burnt 
in  England  in  Hay,  1530. 
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was  invited  to  join  the  small  holiday  party>  he 
inmudifttely  commeiiced  a  reform  in  the  T03ral 
honsehold,  which  rendered  him  very  unpopular. 
He  discharged  many  officers  and  servants,  wfao 
vere  only  allowed  very  small  penaions ;  the  ex- 
tent of  which  may  be  estimated  from  one  instffiice, 
of  hiB  discharging  sixty-fbor  yeomen  of  the  guard* 
and  reducing  th«ai  from  one  shilling  per  day,  with 
check  upon  the  royal  kitdien,  to  sixpence  only; 
and  who,  when  they  oompUdned,  were  told  to  gd 
home  into  their  own  countries.  He  also  biiaied 
himself  much  about  the  new  household  of  the 
young  Duke  of  Richmond,  abase  son  of  the  king, 
and  alto  of  the  Princess  Mary,  who  was  then  coo- 
sidensd  princess  oi  the  realm. 

Yet  it  is  wortiiy  of  notice,  that  in  all  this  hurry 
of  court 'intr^;ue,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  ambitious 
projects,  Wtdaey  still  had  a  r^ard  for  the  wel&re 
of  ^e  nation,  though  his  injudicious  attempts  al 
reformation  in  manners  sometimes  produced  more  - 
evil  than  gcMd.  An  instance  of  this  occurred  in 
the  mimth  of  May,  1536,  when  a  proclamatkn 
was  issued  against  all  unlawful  games,  and  oom^ 
miasiiHiB  appointed  for  ita  fulfilment  in  every 
county,  the  members  of 'which  eauAed  all  draft-, 
boards,  backgammon-t8Ues,.dice,  cards*  bowls,  Son 
to  be  seilsed  upon  and  burnt.  On  this  we  need 
make  no  further  observatiDn,  than  a  statement  cf 
the  consequences  as  adduced  by  Stowe  in  iiis  An- 
nri6,  wlu>  says,  that  "  when  young,  men  :were  r&* 
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atrained  of  these  games  and  pastimes,  some  fell  to 
driukiiig,  some  to  ferrettitig  of  other  men's  conies, 
and  stealing  of  deeib  in  parkea,  and  other  n^ 
thriftiness !" 

We  have  already  aeen  that  England  was  not 
backward  in  the  search  after  unknown  lands ;  Se- 
bestian  Cabot  having  pushed  his  discoveries  to 
Newfoundland,  almost  as  eatriy  as  Columbus :  and 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  spirit,  bo  far 
from  being  checked  by  Wolsey,  was  actively  pa- 
tronised and  encouraged  by  him.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  well  observed  by  Groves  (vol.  ix  p.  46),  that 
die  Cardinal,  besides  his  great  passion  for  the  en- 
couraging of  learning,  likewise  took  incrediUe 
care,  during  the  whole  course  of  his  administro* 
tion,  to  promote  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
Idngdom,  being  tfaoron^y  convinced  that  in- 
dustry and  weahii  must  be  tlie  natural  oonse- 
qnences. 

It  is  further  stated,  that  he  cherished  this  love 
of  maritime  adventure  in  the  breast  of  Henry,  and 
was,  in  fiict,  the  great  cause  of  the  att«npts  at 
diaoovery  made  at  that  period.  It  appears  tliat 
Robert  Thome  was  for  some  years  engaged,  im- 
der  the  royal  auspices,  in  prosecuting  discoveries 
in  the  new  world;  though  little  is  extant  re- 
specting him,  except  his  expedition  in  the  imme- 
diate employ  of  some  merchants  of  Bristcd :  bat 
his  exertions  are  considered  m  bavi^  been  hif^y 
beneficial  In  stimulating  to  active  ent^'prise,  and 
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to  bsTe  been  instnuneiital  in  elidtmg  that  spirit 
iriiich  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  led  fi>rth  Dntk^ 
Hawkine,  CaTendish,  end  others  to  cany  the  En- 
glish flag  into  the  most  distant  oceans. 

Had  the  Cardinal  ocmtented  himself  with  these 
exertions  for  his  country*s  honour,  in  preference 
to  foreign  intrigue  and  pi^ial  ambition*  his  name 
would  have  acquired  more  of  tiiat  glory  of  wbidi 
he  was  so  covetous  than  could  possiUy  have  ac- 
crued htan.  the  most  snocessful  terminatiau  of  his 
continental  schemes  of  a^randisememt,  alnoDgst 
which  we  must  not  cnnit  to  record  an  atteaspted 
league,  m  June  of  this  year,  between  the  Fop^ 
the  King  of  France,  the  Venetians,  and  the  Dtdce 
<^  Milan,  far  the  conquest  of  Naples.  That  th^ 
scheme  ixxnmenced  at  Wolsey's  BU^;estion,  thou^ 
it  has  been  so  asserted*  cannot  be  so  distiaoliy 
proTed;  but  it  is  dear  that  he  must  have  interi 
meddled  in  it  bunly ;  for  one  stipulation  was  that 
Henry  should  be  protector  of  the  league,  for  whii^ 
he  was  to  bare  a  principality  in  Naples,  in  which 
kiB^dom  Wolsey,  also,  was  to  have  a  lordship 
w<Hiii  10,000  ducats.  But  the  affair  soon  foil  to 
the  ground;  and  we  may  therefore  proceed,  at 
once,  to  the  domestic  events  of  the  year,  amongst 
which  it  may  be  noticed  tiiat  Hampton  Court  was 
now  completely  finished  and  elegantly  furnished*, 

*  From  an  inventory  now  preserved  id  the  British  MnBenm, 
it  sppean  that  the  parlours  were  hung  with  the  stories  of 
jMM>b,  Snniuuh  and  the  Ekien,  Judith  and  HolafetutB,  &c. ;  - 
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and  w»  beoome  a  very  CBvoticttie  place  of  retire- 
ment  with  the  Cardinal,  from  die  afihin  of  state. 
The  Jdng  also  frequently  visited  him  h/ae;  and 
that  it  should  have  beoome  an  object  of  envy  with 
his  majesty  is  not  surprising,  when  we  reflect  that 
it  was  OHffiidered,  at  that  time,  as  one  of  the  moat 
magnificent  structures  in  £mvpe ;  tx,  as'  RaptD 
says, ''  was  a  stately  palace,  and  ratriiincd  aiU  the 
king's  houses." 

Camden  says  thatWolsey  buik  it  out  of  osten- 
tation to  diow  his  great  wealth;  and  he  Bifal8,that 
he  was  on  dl  aoeounts  exceeding  prsdent,  bdt'  in- 
■oknce  had  carried  him  beyond  himself.  Withall 
his  inaofence,  however,  he  finuai  it,  evien  here,  iio- 
poSeiUfl  to  tread  on  the  riglria  of  the  pec^ile ;  uw 
could  ht^  as  he  mshed,  close  \ip  the  nad  whicb 
leads  fitxn  Kingston  Bridge  towards  Hampton, 
but  was  obliged  to  leave  Bushy  Park  thus  aep^ 
rated  from  the  grounds  immediately  belonging  to 
the  palace*. 

IrhilBt  the  Upestrjp  of  the  Cardinal's  own  chamber  represented 
Che  Sotw  D«a(&7  Sins ! 

*  It  miut  have  bem  about  this  y«r  ^t  Wil£ua  Ray  pob> 
li^ted.buutire.agsiDit  WoIm;,  a  pcoceeding  lo  duigerona at 
that  period,  that. he  wu  alrajd  to  print  it  in  Gnglaoi^  but  h»d 
it  done  abroad,  perhaps  in  Holland,  by  some  friend  whose 
BentimentB  in  respect  to  the  Cardinal  were  pretty  mndi  the 
•aue  as  his  own.  It  was  pnUisbed  without  either  place  or 
name,  nnd  is  now  extremely  rare;  bat  may  be  seen  in  the 
Harleian  Miscellany  f.      It  is  now  the  more  rare,  becuiae 

t  Vide  Sopfdement  to  Hxrleian  Miec^any. 
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It  is  also  deserriiig  of  notice,  as  we  find  it  stated 
by  Groves,  tbat  Dotwithstanding  all  the  jealousies, 

WoUey  sparedj  u  ire  are  told  in  an  edition  of  the  work  ia 
1546,  neither  paina  nor  expense  to  have  ttiep  all  bonght  opi. 
It  was  fint  pabliihed  with  a  wood-cut  of  the  Cardinat'i 
coat  of  arms,  already  noticed,  uf  which  the  following  descrip- 
tion  ia  given : 

"  Of  the  prowde  Cardinal!  this  \b  the  shelde. 
Borne  np  betwene  two  angels  off  Sathan ; 
The  size  bloody  axes  in  a  bare  felde, 
Shewethe  the  crnelte  of  the  red  man, 
Whiche  hethe  devoured  the  beaotifnll  awan ; 
Mortall  enmy  onto  the  whyte  lion ; 
Carter  of  Yorcke !  the  vyle  botcher's  sonne, 

"  The  aixe  tinlle'e  hcddes,  in  a  fdde  bl&cke, 
Betokeneth  hya  atordy  furioaanes ; 
Wherby,  the  godly  lyght  to  pnt  abacke. 
He  bryngeth  in  hya  dyvlisshe  darcknesj 
The  bandog,  in  the  middes,  doth  exprease 
The  mastif  corre,  bred  in  Ypswitch  towoe, 
Gnawynge  with  hia  teth  a  kyoge'a  crowne- 

"  The  clonhbe  aignifieth  playne  hys  tiranny. 
Covered  over  with  a  Cardtnal'a  hat^ 
Wherin  shall  be  fulfilled  the  ftophevy— 

'  Aryae  np,  Jacke,  and  pnt  on  thy  HJatt, 
For  the  tyme  ia  come  of  bagge  and  walatt : 
The  temporall  chevalry  thna.throireB  dowM,' 
Wberfor,  preat,  take  hede,  and  beware  thy  croaoe."* 

The  "  two  angda  off  Svthan"  refer  to  the  demi  dragons  which 
are  in  the  mantling  ronnd  tiw  ahield ;  and  the  "  wliite  swan" 
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pcditical  and  ecclesiastical,  which  bad  long  existed 
between  him  and  Warham,  Archbishop  of  Cante- 

isntppoflcd  to  mean  theDakeof  Bnc*ingh«in,iiirtfcreBCTto 
tts  cognizance  or  cre«t.  The  white  Ikm  is  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk. "  Salatt"  used  in  the  prophecy  ia  interpreted  to  be 
Byuonyinoas  with  hornet' 

The  work  itcelf  is  dr»wa  np  in  form  of  a  conversation  be- 
tween two  prieate'  aerranta,  "  Watkyn  and  Jeffraye,"  wi  « 
■nfficiently  pointed  to  have  raiiedWolaey 'a  indignation  igiiiut 
the  author,  contaioing  every  article  of  charge,  perhapt,  A»l 
ever  waa  bronght  againat  the  CnidinaL 

In  the  firat  allusion  to  Wolaey,  he  is  spoken  of  ai 


"  One  that  is  the  cbefe. 


Which  is  not  fedd  to  ofte  with  rost  befe, 

Aa  with  rawe  tnotten ;  bo  God  helpe  me  ! 

Whose  mnle  yf  it  shulde  be  aolde. 

So  g«yly  trapped  with  velvet  and  golde. 

And  given  to  ns  for  oare  achare, 

I  durst  enanre  the  one  thynge, 

Aa  for  a  competent  lyrynge. 

This  aeren  yero  we  rihnlde  not  care."— 

Then  Watkyn  aak»— 

"  Yf  be  he  socbe,  what  is  bu  aune. 
Or  of  what  regarde  is  hii  fune, 
I  besecbe  the'  shortly  espresae  ?" 

To  which  Jeflrmye  Tepli«»— 

"  Mary,  Eome  men  call  hym  Canall, 
And  some  saye  he  is  the  devil^  and  all* 
Fatriarcke  of  all  wickednes !" 
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hary,  yet  what  that  prelate,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  was  so  extremely  ill  that  he  was  not 

It  than  proceedB  to  note  all  the  accnutioBfl  aguiut  luni  in 
laaguage  that  nnut  not  cully  our  pagei — the  chafes  reapect- 
isg  hu  fondncM  for  war  ve  moat  whimsical — Watkyn  having 


"  He  farath  nott  the  better  for  warre" — 

Jeftaye  auwen— 

"  Yea>  maryj  it  doth  hym  prefarre 
To  more  ^ynea  then  I  can  rehearce ; 
For  tjnt,  or  the  warre  do  begyme, 
lliey  Uioiire  Ua  tmoan  to  wynse, 
Oiryi^  gyftn  many  and  dyren. 
And  yf  it  cannot  be  bo  padfyedj 
Hey  brybe  him  on  the  wother  side. 
At  the  least  for  to  be  favoured ; 
And,  lynally,  warre  for  to  ceace. 
With  rewardea  they  mnat  hym  greace  1" 

It  IB  also  important  to  notice  that  Wolaey  waa  anspected  and 
loadly  accnaed  of  tampering  with  the  confeaaors  of  those 
whom  be  wished  to  ruin, — 

"  In  all  the  londe  there  is  no  wyght, 
Neitbo'  lorde,  baron,  nor  knyght. 
To  whom  he  hath  eny  hatred, 
Bnt  ether  by  sower  speche,  or  awete, 
Of  ther  confeasonrB  he  will  wete 
Howe  they  heve  thenuelres  behaved."— 

The  pr«valence  of  anch  a  practioe,  and  the  posubility  of  ita 
A  A 
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capaMe  of  going  out  of  do«rfl,  several  very  friendly 
mefisages  and  letters  passed  to  him  from  Wofeey^; 
from  which  it  appears  that  he  expressed  great 
tendeniess  aiui  care  fer  his  ccmstitatioD,  and  offered 
him  the  use  of  a  handsMiie  apartment  at  Hampton 
Court,  believing  the  air  there  to  be  so  good  and 
wholesome,  as  to  give  him  a  &ir  chance  of  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  charges  gainst  Wolsey, 
that  the  revenues  arising  from  the  privileges  of  his 
visitorial  power,  of  making  abbots,  proving  wills, 
granting  faculties,  Ucences  and  dispensations,  as 
well  as  from  his  pensiiniB,  {H«fennents  aad  other 
visible  advantages,  were  actually  equal  in  amotmt 
to  the  revenues  of  the  crown ;  to  which  he  added 
other  advuitages  not  quite  so  visible,  particularly 
in  the  employment  of  John  Allen,  one  of  his 
chaplains,  in  riding  about  with  a  great  tr^n  in 
perpetual  jHtngress  from  one  religioas  house  to 
another,  and  drawing  frvm  each  very  laige  sums 
for  ihe  Cardinal's  private  use.  Though  great 
exaggerations  were  made  on  these  subjects  l^  bis 
enemies,  yet  it  is  certain  that  in  some  points  be 
had  already  proceeded  so  far  as  to  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  4he  king,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
convent  of  Wilton,  to  which  he  had  appointed  a 
prioress  who  was  personally  objected  to  by  Henry. 

recnrreace,  src  strong  argnments  againat  the  modero  liberality 
of  admitting  Roman  Catholics  to  high  offices  of  power  and 
confidence. 
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That  aoxae^bmg  faanh  matt  have  pused  be- 
tweoi  the  Idng  and  Cardinal  upon  tlus  oeeosion 
is  evidfiot  from  a  latter  of  the  king  ^^wrved  hy 
Lord  Herbert,  in  fan  Histoty  of  Hewy,  where  his 
raajeaty  is  Qiade  to  eaiy~-^"  as  touching  the  matter 
of  WiHoniSeelngitiflinnoo^er  etrain  than  what 
you  write  of,  and  you  being  also  bo  suddenly  (wkh 
the  falling  sidmess  of  your  servtHits)  a&aid  and 
troubled,  I  marvel  not  Jt  ovendipped  you  as  it  did; 
but  it  is  no  great  matter,  sttmding  the  ease  as  it 
doth ;  for  it  is  yet  in  my  l^d,  as  I  perceiTe  by 
your  letter,  and  your  defeult  was  not  so  gr«et, 
seeing  the  election  was  but  eonditionat.  \V1iere<- 
ionK,  my  lord,  seeing  the  fanmbleness  of  your  sub. 
misHon,  though  tbe  ease  was  much  more  heinous, 
I  can  be  cont^it  to  renut  it;  being  rigfat  glad  that, 
according  to  my  intent,  my  monitions  and  wam- 
ii^  have  been  buiignly  and  lofingly  accepted  in 
your  behalf,  promising  you,  that  tiie  very  affection 
I  bear  you  caused  me  thus  to  do." — 

His  majesty  then  Went  on  to  say, — **  m  touching 
thehcAp  of  religious  houses  to  the  bnildiBg  of  your 
college,  I  would  it  were  more,  so  ft  were  lawfiil ; 
for  my  intent  is  none  but  that  it  should  appear  to 
*&  ffae  world,  and  Hbe  oceasi<»  of  all  thdr  mnm- 
bii^  might  be  eecluded  and  put  away;  fersurcfy 
there  is  great  muramring  oS  it  4^oughout  ^le 
whole  realm.  Both  good  and  bad  say  that  all 
that  is  gotten  is  bestowed  on  tfee  eoHege,  and  tiiat 

A  A  S 
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the  ooDc^  is  the  cloak  for  ooTeriiig  oU  nuschiefe; 
this  grieveth  me  to  hear  it  spdcen  of  him  wh<Hn 
I  do  entirely  love :  wherefore  I  thought  I  could  do 
BO  less  than  thus  friendly  to  admonish  you. 

"  One  thing  more  I  perceive  1^  your  lettov 
which  a  little,  methinks,  touches  oonsdence ;  and 
that  is,  you  have  received  money  fittHu  the  ex- 
empts for  having  of  their  old  visitors.  Surely 
this  can  hardly  be  with  conscience :  for,  were  they 
good,  why  should  you  take  the  money  ?  and,  if 
they  were  ill,  it  were  a  sinful  act  Howbdt  your 
lunacy"  (l^ateship)  "  herein  might  peradvoitare 
apud  Homnes  be  a  cloak,  but  not  apud  Deum. 
Wheref««  you  are  thus  moniahed  by  him  who 
entirely  loveth  you,  and  I  doubt  not,  you  will  de- 
ust  not  only  from  this,  if  conscience  will  not  bear 
it,  but  from  all  other  things  which  should  ear- 
tangle  the  same ;  and  in  so  doing,  you  will  sii^ 
Te  Untdant  cmgeli  atq:  ArchangeU.  Te  laudet 
omnis  spirittu :  and  thus  an  end  I  make  of  this 
tho'  rude  yet  loving  letter,  desiring  you  as  bme- 
Tolently  to  tal«  it  as  I  mean  it ;  for  I  ensure  yoa« 
and  I  pray  yoa  think  it  so,  that  there  remainetb 
at  the  hour  no  sparic  of  displeasure  towards  yoa 
in  my  heart.  And  thus,  fore  you  well,  and  be  you 
no  more  perplexed.  Writtoi  with  the  hand  of 
your  loving  sovereign  and  friaid, 

"  Henht  R." 

It  mtM  be  acknowUc^ed  that  this  letter,  t^  the 
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aathenticity  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  ifi  of 
a  most  extraordinary  nature,  not  only  as  marking 
the  feelings  of  Henry  towards  his  fiiTonrite,  but 
also  showing  the  commencement  of  that  dedine 
of  influence  which  Wolsey  bo  soon  fifter  expe* 
rienced— A  decline  which  thus  seems  to  have 
arisen  from  his  majesty's  sense  of  right  and  wrong 
as  much  as  firom  the  madiinations  of  the  Cardinal's 
enemies,  even  whilst  the  personal  &Toar  <^  &e 
sovereign  remained  as  strong  as  ever. 

This  change  of  the  king's  sentiments  also  soon 
became  known,  and  Wolsey's  enemies  did  not  fiul 
to  avail  themselves  of  it ;  particularly  SkdteB, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  poet  laureate,  and 
who  wrote  a  satire  upon  the  occasion,  but  whidi 
is  too  indelicate  for  quotation  here.  Bkelton,  how- 
ever, thou^  he  published  his  satire,  presuming 
upon  a  decline  of  the  favourite's  power,  seeras 
suddenly  to  have  been  seized  with  a  panic  re- 
specting it ;  for  no  sooner  was  it  published  than 
he  fled  to  the  sanctuuy  at  Westminster,  for  se- 
curity ag^nst  ^e  dreaded  revenge  of  the  Car- 
dinal— a  fear  without  any  real  foundation,  as  it 
does  not  appear  he  ever  noticed  this  production. 

Though  tiie  royal  letter,  already  quoted,  was  a 
letter  of  rqtroof ;  yet  there  was  still  enough  in  it 
to  induce  Wolsey  to  believe  that  he  would  not  be 
very  strictly  checked  in  his  proceedings  in  r^ard 
to  the  religious  houses  which  he  had  marked  for 
destruction :  but  still  was  he  subject  to  the  effects 
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df  jmbliQ  opinion  |  for  it  is  well  ^seertaiQed  that 
his  partial  suppression  of  the  itKHifisterieB  waa 
□either  agreeable  to  the  prieethood,  nor,  in  some 
instanees,  to  the  people  in  their  ricinity.  It  is 
toM  that  when  the  monafiterjr  oi  Boghazu,  in 
Essex,  was  on  the  point  of  being  Buppressed, 
certain  people,  who  appeared  in  a  strange  and 
frightfiii  disguise  after  the  canons  were  removed 
out  of  the  nKmaetery,  waited  upon  them  and  con- 
ducted them  back  in  a  pompous  manner;  and» 
according  to  their  form,  reinstated  them  in  the 
monastery,  and  withal  promised  to  oome  at  any 
time  to  their  relief,  upon  the  signal  of  rin^ng  the 
abbey  bell,  in  case  of  interruption  from  any  one. 
But  this  di^foise  did  not  avail  the  actors;  for, 
though  Henry  was  fond  of  maddng  as  an  amu^fr- 
ment,  he  did  not  choose  that  it  should  interfere 
with  his  orders :  and,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  he 
heard  of  this  refractory  spirit,  he  sent  tor  the 
canons  of  Bogham,  who  underwent  such  a  strict 
examination  before  the  council,  that  they  W(M 
obliged  to  confess  the  names  of  the  parties  iton> 
oemed.  The  consequence  was  that  the  maskers 
were  arrested  and  subjected  to  punishment,  as  * 
wamii^  to  others  in  similar  cases. 

But  it  was  not  the  system  of  monachism  alond 
that  Woleey  wished  to  reform ;  he  saw  number- 
less errors  in  other  professions,  and  waa  anxious 
to  remove  them :  with  r^^ard  to  the  law,  in  par- 
tieuhu-,  it  \»  said  that  he  was  much  hurt  at  the 
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igwoiaoce  of  the  lawyers,  espedally  those  of  tbe 
laity,  dad  actually  coatemploted  the  erection  of  ft 
echtfol  of  law  ia  LiODdon,  exclusively  for  their  use, 
and  ia  addition  to  the  nutans  already  afforded  hy 
the  Temple,  and  the  various  Inns  of  Court. 

That  he  Iwped  to  gain  popularity  ainoi^;st  thA 
profession,  by  such  a  measure,  is  extremely  pnv 
hable ;  indeed,  as  affairs  now  stood,  it  was  his  best 
policy  to  condljate  that  body,  since  it  is  evid«U 
from  an  occuTr^ue  which  took  place  this  year,' 
that  Woteey  had  really  begun  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  public  feeliitg  towards  him.  The  circum- 
stance was  as  follows.  At  Christmas,  a-  maaqoa 
was  got  up  at  Gray's  Inn.  by  the  students  ibiT», 
apcording  to  the  £Bsluon  of  the  times,  jHincipally 
founded  upon  passages  of  the  Heathen  mythology, 
with  personifications  of  the  Passions.  This  masque 
had  been  written  and  prepared,  upwards  of  twen^ 
years  before,  by  a  Mr.  Job^  Roo,  holding  the  dig- 
nified situation  of  Serjeant. at  Law;  and  its  {dot 
yna  that  the  Lord  "  Govemaunce  was  ruled  by 
Dissipation  and  Negligence,  by  whose  injudiciovw 
induct  and  evil  doings,  the  Lady  Public  fVeale 
was  separated  from  her  Lord.  The  consequence 
of  this»  as  the  masque  showed,  was  that  Rumor 
PopuU,  Inward  Grudge,  and  Disdain  of  Waaioa 
Sovereignty,  all  pers(mifications,  took  up  arms  with 
a  multjtvde  of  followers  to  expal  Negligence  and 
Dissipation,  and  to  restore  Public  fVeale  a^^in  to 
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her  estate  and  to  the  Society  of  her  hushand,  the 
Lord  Gouvemaunce" 

The  masqne  was  so  weU  got  up,  and  bo  intelli- 
gible, with  sudi  ridbi  dresses,  rare  devices,  and 
amusing  morris  dances,  that  it  was  hi^ily  spoken 
of  \iiy  every  body,  and  Gray's  Inn  became  quite 
the  fashionable  resort. 

This  soon  reached  the  ears  of  Wolsey,  who  in- 
stantly supposed  that  the  masque  had  been  got 
up  as  a  libel  upon  him  ;  and,  accwdingly,  he  kept 
so  terms  with  liie  parties  implicated  in  its  repr&> 
sentation.  His  first  act  was,  in  a  great  fiiry,  to 
send  for  Roo.  from  whom  he  took  his  coif^  com- 
mitting him  to  the  Fleet  prison ;  after  which,  he 
highly  rebuked  and  threatened  all  the  young  geo- 
llemen  who  had  performed  in  the  piece,  sending 
even  one  of  therh,  a  Mr.  Thomas  Moyle,  bom 
Kent,  to  tile  fleet  also ;  but  both  Roo  and  Moyle 
were  soon  afterwards  liberated  through  the  ez- 
ertaons  at  their  friends.  On  this  subject  Hall  ob> 
serves  that  "  this  plaie  sore  displeesed  the  Cardi- 
neU,  end  yet  it  was  never  meante  to  hym,  as  you 
have  harde,  wherfore  many  wise  men  grudged  to 
see  hym  take  it  so  hartely,  and  even  the  CardineU 
said  that  the  kyng  was  highly  displeesed  with  it, 
and  spake  nothyng  of  hymself." 

The  <^>ening  of  the  year  1527  calls  on  us  &r 
fl  short  notice  respecting  Mr.  Cavraidish,  whose 
MS.  life  ofWoIsey  we  have  so  often  quoted;  and 
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^we  have  therefore  to  state,  that  Mr.  Fftz  William 
having  this  year  retired  from  the  Cardinal's  ser- 
vice, CaveDdish  was  appointed  to  fill  his  vacancy, 
which  placed  him  near  to  Wolsejr's  person :  so 
that  of  all  that  he  relates,  subsequent  to  this,  he 
may  be  considered  an  eye-witness,  whilst  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  his  memoir  must  depend  upon  the 
credit  of  his  informants,  amongst  which  number, 
Wolsey  himself  was  one,  in  several  points. 

The  commencement  of  this  year  was  also  re- 
markable for  the  foundation  of  his  collegiate  school 
at  Ipswich,  or  rather,  as  called  by  some  writers,  a 
new  modelling  <^  St.  Peter's  priory  in  that  town, 
for  the  education  of  youth  until  they  should  be 
fitted  for  the  unirersity ;  and  which,  though  much 
inferior,  as  the  nature  of  the  design  seemed  to  re- 
quire it  should  be,  in  respect  to  the  extent  and 
revenues  of  Cardinal's  Collie  at  Oxford,  has  yet 
been  considered  by  his  panegyrists  "  as  no  incon- 
siderable instance  of  that  greatness  of  mind,  with 
which  he  was  confoesedly  endowed." 

All  the  necessary  preparations  being  made  for 
the  proposed  foundation,  it  was  upon  the  6th  of 
March,  diis  year,  that  William  Brown,  Prior  oi 
St  Peter's  Priory  at  Ipswich,  surrendered  the 
same  to  the  Cardinal,  who  thereupon  directed  the 
Yoimdation  of  his  intended  college  to  be  laid ;  ap- 
pointing a  fraternity  to  consist  of  a  dean,  twelve 
csnons,  eight  singing  men,  and  as  many  choristers. 
I^e  intention  was  that  youth  ^ould  be  educated. 
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88  in  a.  nunery,  for  his  new  colk^  at  Oxford; 
ttoA  it  is  recorded  that  the  boildii^  was  carried 
<w  with  such  expedition,  and  gave  so  mudi  aati^ 
bcticsi,  that  it  met  with  great  mcouragement,  not 
only  fl!<om  the  corporation  of  Ipswich,  but  from 
the  gCAtlemen  round  the  countiy. 

The  first  dean  aj^inted  by  Wols^  was 
William  Capon,  who  exerted  himsdf  much  to- 
wards the  fioishing  of  the  woA,  bo  that  maay 
qmrtmentB  wore  ready  before  the  end  vf  the  year ; 
for  whidi  Mr.  Thomas  Crcmiwell  took  down 
several  rich  pieces  of  furniture,  also  copes,  vest- 
ments, and  other  sacerdotal  dothing.  7'here  is 
extant  a  letter  from  this  dean  to  Wtiaey,  in  the 
Cottonian  collectioo,  which  throws  some  M^bi 
upon  the  monkiah  manners  of  the  time ;  wherein 
he  tells  him  that  upon  our  Lady's  even  he  with 
all  the  company  of  the  college  sung  the  even  scmg 
in  the  coU^;e  churdi,  and  then  repaired  "  to  our 
Z^y's,  and  there  sung  even  song  as  solemnly  and 
devoutly  as  we  could,"  which  was  done  in,'the 
company  of  several  gentlemrat  and  ecclesiastics, 
together  with  the  beilifis  of  the  town,  and  the 
portman,  and  the  prior  of  Christ-church,  "  all 
the  which  accompanied  us  that  same  night  hc«De 
again  to  your  Grace's  coU^e,  with  as  loving  and 
kind  a  manner  as  I  have  seen ;  and  at  their 
coming  thither,  they  drank  Mrith  me  both  wine 
and  beer,  and  so  that  night  departed."  On  the 
following  day,  after  the  due  ceremonials  in  the 
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College  church,  at  which  a  large  number  of  the 
gentry  attended,  a  CDnvivial  dinner  was  given  to 
the  par^ — "  all  the  which  were  there,  with  what 
good  will  and  dilig^ce  they  could,  to  do  your 
Grace  honour  that  day ;  and  they  all  took  repast 
at  dinner  at  your  C^ace's  coU^e,  and,  as  I  trust, 
wdl  entertained  with  good  &re  and  such  fashion 
as  we  could  devise,  wherewith  they  were  ri^t 
well  contented  and  pleased,  as  I  supposed." 

After  various  details  about  college  vestments, 
he  adds — "  furthermore  tiiere  have  been  sent  imto 
your  Grace's  college,  against  the  nativity  of  our 
-  Lady,  nine  bucks,  which  bucks  were  spent  on 
our  said  Lady-day,  in  your  Grace's  college  and 
in  the  town  of  Ipswich ;  whereof  one  buck  was 
delivered  to  the  chamberlains  of  the  town,  for  the 
24  head  men  of  the  said  town,  and  in  money 
ten  shillings  to  make  merry  withal ;  and  in  like 
manner  to  the  bailiffs'  wives  and  portmen's  wives 
to  make  merry  with,  a  buck  and  ten  shillings !" 

These  joviid  doings  cnuld  not  &il  to  make  the 
college  popular,  and  accordingly  we  find  that  in 
the  ensuing  August  a  letter  or  memorial  was 
transmitted  from  the  Corporation  of  Ipswich  to 
Wolsey,  in  which  they  bestow  on  him  their 
heartiest  thanks  for  its  foundation,  as  tending 
much  to  the  increase  of  learning,  and  to  tbe  vii^ 
tuous  bringing  up  of  young  children,  so  that  the 
people,  "  as  well  children  as  our  aged  folks,  do 
greatly  rejoice  at  the  same." 
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This  coU^e,  though  it  did  not  long  exist,  cer- 
tainly changed  the  mode  of  education  for  the 
better;  for,  till  then,  hoya  were  brought  ap  in 
monaatmes ;  and  the  great  interest  which  Wolsey 
to4^  in  it  may  be  inferred  from  his  not  oaiy 
drawing  np  a  grammar  for  the  use  of  the  pujdts, 
printed  after  his  death  in  15S4,  but  also  rules  for 
its  management,  with  a  short  explanatory  preiaoe. 


The  site  of  the  eoUege  is  stated  to  have  con- 
tained, by  estimation,  six  acres ;  but  it  seons  that 
it  was  soon  demolished  after  its  grant  to  a  lay- 
man, Thomas  Alverde,  in  the  23d  of  Henry.  In 
fact,  no  part  of  it  was  left  standing  exfrept  one 
gate,  which  still  remained  when  Kiri^  wrote. 
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He  says  that  the  very  foundation  was  dug  up, 
insomuch  that  the  first  stone  was  not  long  since 
(1764)  found  in  two  pieces,  worked  into  a  common 
wall  in  Woutform's  lane,  with  a  Latin  insoiption 
to  this  effect— 

•*  In  the  year  of  Christ  1588,  and  the  twentieth 
of  the  reign  of  Henzy  VIII.,  king  of  England,  on 
the  15thofJune,laidb7John,Bisliopof Lincoln."  . 
It  is  now  preserred  in  Christ  churdi  college,  as  a 
rdic  of  the  founder. 

FrcMn  th^se  domestic  improvements  the  Car- 
dinal was  frequently  called  by  state  affairs,  both 
home  and  foreign ;  especially,  as  marked  l^  some 
dironolt^psts  for  this  year,  in  January,  when  the 
Dote  of  Bourbon  marched  from  Milan  towards 
BfMiie,  which  he  invested,  but  fell ;  his  army,  how- 
erer,  forcing  the  pope  to  take  shelter  in  the  Castle 
of  fit  Angelo,  and  finally  to  surrender  himsdf  a 
prisoner  in  the  May  following :  but  in  the  mean 
timf^  at  home,  the  public  feeling  was  now  begin- 
ning to  show  itself  very  manifestly  in  opposition 
to  Wolsey ;  of  which  one  remarkable.  'n«twnrft 
took  place,  early  in  15S7,  when  placards  were 
stuck  up  in  several  parts  of  the  dty,  warning  him 
that  he  should  not  advise  the  king  to  marry  the 
princess  Mary  to  a  French  prince ;  for,  if  he  did, 
be  should  thereby  be  considered  as  showing  him- 
self  an  eaenxy  both  to  the  Idng  and  to  the  com- 
monwealth. These  placards  also  contained  some 
very  heavy  threats ;  so  that  when  the  liord  Mayor, 
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Sir  Thomas  Beymoor,  infonned  lifm  of  the  fact, 
he  waa  much  eimifed.  aod  oniered  the  most  dili* 
gent  Bearch  to  he  made  after  the  author  of  them: 
but  it  was  in  vain ;  he  was  not  to  be  found. 

It  is  evident  that  these  threats  made  a  great 
impKsaion  iqxm  him ;  for,  on  the  ni^it  of  tiie 
AOth  of  Ajnil*  ox  May  evea,  he  directed  watdi  to 
.  be  set  at  Yorb  place,  where  he  also  had  "  cart 
gatmta  ready  charged :"  similar  watches  were  set 
all  round  the  metropolis,  at  Newingttm,  6l  John 
Street,  Westminster,  in  St.  Giles*,  Islington,  and 
various  oth»  places,  "  which  watches  were  kept 
by  gentlonen  and  their  servants,  with  house- 
holders, and  all  for  feare  of  y*  Londoners  bicnose 
of  this  biL"  When  the  citizens  heard  of  these 
precautions,  they  expressed  their  surmise  that  he 
should  feel  such  hatred  towards  them :  £[»*  tbey 
aaid  that  if  he  mistrusted  them,  he  loved  not  them ; 
and  where  love  is  not  there  is  hatred :  tltey  de- 
dared  also,  that  they  never  intended  any  ham 
against  him,  bat  still  they  disapproved  of  his  pre- 
cautioDS,  upon  the  plea  tliat  if  five  or  six  disorder^ 
persons  had  eaoaed  any  disturbsnee  or  alarm  in 
the  city,  then  all  these  watches  would  have  meMhed 
in,  and  much  daioage,  nay  even  plnnder  and  n^ 
hety,  might  have  ensued.  These  considentioiis 
^ipear  to  have  made  a  strong  inqiression  upoa 
the  citizens  in  general, "  wherefore  tfa^nmimured 
much  (gainst  the  CardinaU*  and  his  undiserete 
doingee.*' 
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To  «D  ontmory  mind  these  dreumstancas  mi^iE 
have  afforded  comideraUe  cause  of  alarm ;  indeed, 
as  it  is  urged  by  rarioira  intetlig^t  writers,  erea 
the  t«nporary  fall  of  the  popedwn  might  have 
been  regarded  byWolsey  as  a  lesson  to  himself ; 
but  be  seems  not  so  to  have  omsidered  it,  not- 
withstanding the  very  plain  speaking  of  the  people 
upon  the  subject.  It  wbb  on  Sunday,  the  Sd  of 
June,  tbat  anthentie  intelligence  first  arrived  to 
the  king  at  Windsor  of  the  culture  tmA  saddng 
tif  ^bs  Holy  City,  and  the  affair  is  said  to  have 
been  lamented  by  Henry,  and  by  many  prelates : 
"■but  the  commiualtie  lyttle  mourned  for  it,  and 
said  that  the  pope  was  a  nifiyan,  and  was  not 
mete  for  the  roume ;  wherfcn«  they  sayde  that  he 
b^Bii  the  myschief,  and  so  he  was  well  served  f* 
notwithstanding,  as  earlyas  the  18th,  the  king  gave 
a  commission  to  the  Cardinal  to  treat  for  the  pile's 
reator&tion  to  liberty.  W<^8ey,  however,  was 
anxious  to  have  this  iimilt  to  the  diurch  comi- 
dered  in  another  and  more  serious  point  ni  view ; 
tmd  aecordingly  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  inrelates 
and  priBcq>al  detgy,  where  he  not  only  expressed 
his  sorrow  for  the  fall  of  the  pope,  but  also  for 
Hie  impression  which  seemed  already  to  be  made 
an  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  clergy,  fi:^ 
Hieir  great  pomp,  pride,  and  indecent  manner  of 
life :  on  the  dose  of  the  meeting  he  waited  upon 
the  king,  and  is  said  thus  to  have  addressed  him : 

"  Sir,  hy  €be  only  calling  of  God,  you  be  made 
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dcfendo*  of  the  Oiristiaii  faith ;  now  con^der  in 
what  state  the  church  of  Christ  standeth ;  see 
how  the  head  of  the  church  of  Rome  u  in  caip' 
tivity ;  see  how  the  holy  fathora  he  laou^t  into 
thraldoin,  and  be  without  comfort;  now  show 
yourself  an  aid,  a  defender  of  the  Church,  and  God 
shall  reward  yon !" 

To  this  Henry  is  stated  to  have  replied : — "  My 
lord,  I  more  lament  this  evil  change  than  my 
tcHigue  can  tell ;  but  where  you  say  that  I  am  de- 
cider of  the  faith,  I  assure  you  that  this  war  be> 
tween  the  emperor  and  the  papt  is  not  fen-  the 
&ith,  but  for  temporal  poBsessions  and  dominions : 
and  now,  sith  Bishop  Clement  is  taken  by  men  of 
war,  what  should  I  do  ?  my  person,  nor  my  people 
cannot  him  rescue  i.  but  if  my  treasure  may  help 
him,  take  that  which  to  you  seemeth  most  con- 
Tenient" 

For  this  liberal  offer,  Wolsey  returned  thanks 
iqton  his  knee ;  "  and  there  uppon  the  CardJnall 
caused  to  be  gathered  t(^;ether  of  the  kyng's  trea- 
sure XII  score  thousande  pounde,  which  he  car- 
ried over  the  sea  with  hin^  as  you  shal  hears 
after." 

But  not  content  with  putting  his  hand  into 
the  royal  treasury,  Wols^  sent  orders  to  the 
bishops,  to  have  solemn  processiixis  made  in  all 
the  churches  for  the  relief  of  his  holiness ;  he  also 
recommended  all  men  to  fitst  three  days  in  the 
week.    Few,  however,  fasted ;  for  the  priests  said 
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ihrfr  orders  were  to  make  the  people  fiwt,  but  not 
to  fast  themselves ;  and  the  lutjr  insisted  that  the 
priests  should  be  the  first  to  fast,  aad  to  set  an 
example,  because  the  very  cause  of  the  fasting 
was  for  a  priest  TTie  consequence  was  that  no 
&8ting  took  place,  and  ibe  pope  was  left  to  his 
£Me! 

It  is  worthjr  of  remark,  that  Wolsey'a  foreign 
policy,  when  not  affected  l^  his  own  private  in- 
terests, as  in  regard  to  France  and  the  empire, 
was  always  directed  towards  the  preservtUion  of 
Christendom  against  the  progress  of  the  Turks, 
which,  at  that  period,  along  with  the  incursions 
of  other  infidel  powers,  was  an  object  of  great 
kdarm  in  Europe.  Poland  and  Hungary  were  the 
two  kingdoms  most  particularly  threatened  at  this 
monient ;  and  Bigismond,  king  of  the  former,  on 
the  7^  of  May,  wrote  a  hig^y  flattering  letter 
to  the  Cardinal  on  the  subject ;  tlianking  him  for 
the  friendship  which  he  had  hitlierto  expressed  to- 
wards  that  country;  noticing  the  high  credit  in 
which  he  stood  with  the  king,  and  with  the  whole 
nation;  and  congratulating  himself,  and  the  whole 
CSiristian  interest,  on  the  hopes  which  thence  arose 
of  future  safety. 

Bigismond  further  entreated  his  interest  and 
infliience,  not  only  with  Henry,  but-with  the  rest 
of  the  chief  jninces  of  Europe,  for  succour  to  Po< 
land,  in  her  then  extreme  distress ;  aeiBuring  him, 
that  from  those  living  ntnth-east  of  him,  evidently 

B  B 
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intended  for  the  Russians  or  Muscovites,  he  could 
lutve  little  hope,  as  tihey  themselves  actualty  vexed 
and  afOicted  the  Christian  religifBi  even  more  than 
the  Infidels ;  and  he  conduded  with — "  we  heartily 
commend  ourselves,  and  our  sutijects,  who  trade 
to  the  kingdom  of  England,  to  your  reverend  lord- 
abip,  as  our  most  particular  friend,  whom  we  are 
willing  to  gratify  in  every  respect  that  we  shall 
be  capable  of,  and  never  to  be  wanting  to  you  in 
any  friendly  office." 

Indeed, .  the  applications  to  £n^and,  at  this 
poiod,  for  BSsistanoe  against  these  berherians  woe 
very  numerous,  and  show  the  high  poUtical  statiut 
which  she  had  assumed  in  £ur(^>ean  couocfm: 
yet,  friendly  as  Henry  was  to  the  cause,  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  very  active  means  wa« 
adopted  by  him  in  fdrtherauce  of  these  ap[diea- 
tions;  for  his  contests  with  France  had  onptied 
the  royal  treasury,  and  he  was  now  engaged  by 
treaty  with  that  coimtry  to  commence  a  new  war 
against  his  old  ally  and  nephew,  the  emperor. 

How  aunous  Henry  was  in  this  afEiur,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  &ct,  that  one  of  the  articles  was  a 
complete  renundation,  for  himself  and  swxessors, 
of  all'  right  and  title  to  the  kingdom  of  France^ 
and,  in  general,  of  whatever  Frands  then  pos- 
sessed ;  and  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  Wt^ 
sey  was  his  wann  adviser  towards  this  pcdicy,  as 
Henry,  of  himself,  was  not  lil«ly  to  have  made  sudi 
aconcessicHi:  but  whether  this  policy  on  the  part  <^ 
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the  Cardinal  w«b  a  policy  of  principle,  or  the  t«- 
BDlt  of  bribeiy,  as  has  been  chained  against  him, 
is  a  jEact  now  difficult  to  aficertain. 

AnoUier  article  was,  that  Francis,  or  hiB  son, 
theDoke  of  Orleans,  as  they  might  choose,  should 
marry  the  Princess  Maiyi  but  it  wae  not  much 
reUshed  by  the  pec^le,  they  fearing  that  if  such  a 
marriage  should  take  place,  she  might,  when  oh 
the  throne,  be  too  much  tmder  the  influence  of 
France.  It  Is  worth  notidog  too,  that  tha  French 
Bishop  of  Tarbe  raised  objections  against  thid  ar- 
dde,  as  had  formerly  been  done  by  Spain,  on  ac- 
count of  ihe  supposed 'illegitimacy  of  Mary;  an 
objeetioa  which  operated  powerfully  on  the  mind 
of  Henry,  in  addition  to  his  love  fbr  the  Lady 
Anne ;  and  to  which,  it  is  supposed,  the  bishop 
was  ai^;«d  1^  Wolsey  hlnuelf,  to  be  revedged  on 
the  emperor,  for  denying  him  the  archbishopric  of 
T<dedo,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  tiara. 

Though  the  embassy  of  Wolsey,  to  hasten  and 
oondude  this  treaty,  was  not  determined  on  by  the 
king  and  council  until  after  long  deliberation,  yet 
Stowe  says,  that  toat  what  cause  It  was  to  take 
place  no  person  knew,  but  the  king,  until  his  re- 
turn :  and  the  importance  which  Henry  attached 
to  it  must  have  been  considerable,  as  the  Cardinal 
is  stated  to  have  taken  over  with  him  300,000 
crowns ;  partly  to  cover  his  own  expenses,  and  for 
a  loan  to  the  French  king,  if  that  should  be  ex- 
pedient It  is  asserted  by  GuicciardinI,  as  already 
B  B  2 
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hinted*  that  the  selection  of  WcAaey  far  this  em- 
bassy was  not  BO  much  from  his  own  wi^,  aa 
from  a  concerted  plan  <hi  the  part  of  his  enemies, 
who  had  long  borne  him  ill-will,  and  had  been 
lying  in  wait  for  some  opptHtunity  to  injure  him  : 
consequently,  they  were  urgent  for  his  under- 
taking the  embassy ;  and  to  induce  him  the  more 
readily  to  do  so,  they  "  alledged  that  it  was  more 
meete  for  his  hi^  wit,  discretion,  and'  authority, 
to  bring  so  weighty  a  matter  to  passe,  than  any 
other  within  this  realme."  This,  however,  ac- 
cording to  the  Italian  author  already  mentioned, 
was' a  mere  pretence,  as  their  object  was,  by  any 
means,  to  remove  him  frt>m  the  king's  person, 
when  they  would  have  au  opportunity  of  speaking 
their  minds  about  him  freely  to  his  majesty, 
in  whose  estimation  they  hoped  to  lessen  the^ 
favourite. 

Nay,  it  is  said  1^  our  English  historians,  that 
Henry  himself  was  so  anxious  to  escape  for  a  time 
frtHU  Wolsey's  vigilance,  that  he  issued  orders  fiir 
immediate  preparation,  with  which  the  Cardinal 
as  instantly  complied,  and  was  soon  ready  to  set 
out  on  his  journey.  On  (he  day  of  his  departure, 
he  was  attended  by  most  of  the  peers  and  bishops 
that  were  not  imphcated  in  the  plot  against  him, 
when  he  commenced  his  diplomatic  tour  with  a 
grand  jnrocession  from  his  new  house  in  West« 
minster*  passing  through  the  city  towards  LfmdoiL 
Bridge. 
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First  acnie  a  great  number  of  genflemen  in 
Telvet  coats,  and  most  of  lliem  with  chains  of 
gold  round  their  necks ;  then  all  his  own  yeomen, 
accompanied  by  the  servants  of  the  nobility  and 
of  people  high  in  office,  all  in  orange-tawny  coats : 
his  device  of  a  cardinal's  hat,  with  T.  C.  embroi- 
dered, being  not  only  upon  the  gentlemen's  and 
servants*  outer  garments,  but  also  upon  his  sump- 
ter  mules,  upwards  of  twenty  in  number.  His 
carri^es  and  carts,  and  other  parts  of  his  train, 
next  appeared  in  the  procession ;  after  whom  came 
the  Cardinal  himself,  in  the  most  sumptuous  sa- 
■  eerdotal  dress,  riding  on  a  mule,  wiUi  another 
spare  mule,  and  also  a  spare  horse,  covered  with 
trappings  of  crimson  velvet,  and  having  Stirrups 
of  solid  gold.  He  was  preceded,  as  usual,  by  the 
two  priests  with  great  silver  crosses,  by  two  pil- 
lars of  silver,  by  the  great  seal  of  England,  the 
Cardinal's  hat,  and  a  genUeraan  carrying  his  cloak- 
bag,  of  fine  scarlet  doth,  embrcddered  with  gold ; 
and,  after  him,  came  the  remainder  of  his  retinue. 

Couriers,  then  called  harbingers,  had  proceeded 
a  day  before,  and  he  thus  commenced  his  journey 
by  short  stages,  sleeping  the  first  nij^t  at  the 
mansion  of  8ir  Richard  Wiltshire,  not  more  than 
two  miles  beyond  ibeptford,  in  which  town  most 
of  his  train  were  lodged. 

His  second  day's  journey  was  to  Rochester, 
where'  he  occupied  the  bishop's  palace ;  his  third 
to  Feversham,  where  be  lodged  in  the  abbey;  and 
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at  the  close  of  tide  fourth  day  he  airived  at  Can- 
terbury, where  the  archbiAop  rec^ved  him  with 
great  hospitality  and  much  apparent  kindncaa. 
At  Canterbury  he  made  a  stay  of  four  or  five 
flaye,  on  account  <^  the  great  fair  and  jubilee,  then 
held  in  honour  of  St.  Thomas  (Thomas  4  Becket), 
the  patron  of  the  see,  on  whose  day  there  was  « 
solemn  ptvcession,  in  which  the  Cardinal  took  a 
conspicuous  part,  being  decked  out  in  all  his  legau- 
tine  ornaments,  with  the  cardinal's  hat  i^Km  his 
head.  He  apprars  to  have  taken  this  of^Kotunity 
of  again  asserting  his  superiority  over  the  see  of 
Canterbury,  having  actually  commanded  the  monks 
of  the  choir  to  pray  for  the  pope,  or  rather  to  ask 
the  Vii^in  Mary  to  do  so,  by  introducing  these 
wtH^  in  the  service,  "  Sancta  Maria,  an  pro  Papa 
nostro  Clementi !" 

Whilst  the  service  was  going  im,  the  Cardinal 
knelt' upon  a  stool  prepared  for  him  before  the 
entrance  of  the  choir,  doing  penance  with  hitf 
knes  upon  carpets  and  cushions ;  but^tfae  monks 
and  the  choriatera  stood  in  the  body  of  it.  When 
Qie  Litany  was  sun^  the  Cardinal  was  observed 
to  weep ;  which  those  who  were  n^ar  him  sup* 
posed,  as  Cavendish  says,  "  to  bee  £»■  griefe  that 
the  pope  was  in  such  calamity  and  danger  from 
the  lance  knights." 

It  appeara  that  a  knowledge  of  the  CardinaTs 
embassy  had  reached  the  Continent  before  him; 
for  Cavendish,  his  gentlemaa-usher,  having  beo) 
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despatched  the  following  day  to  Caktifl>  wbege  he 
arrived  at  ni^t,  he  was  received,  "  withoutt  the 
Lanthome'gBte"  by  all  the  town  council,  who  eri- 
dently  expected  that  it  might  be  Wolsey  himselt 
To  these  gentlemen  Cavendish  delivered  his  let> 
ters  and  credentialB;  but  it  was  not  until  two  days 
after  Uiat  Wolsey  arrived  early  in  the  morning, 
when  he  was  duly  received  in  all  pomp  by  the 
nobility  and  great  officers,  by  the  council  and  the 
mayor  of  the  staple ;  and  hy  the  clergy,  in  ricli 
copes,  with  many  rich  crossee,  all  fimning  aae 
grand  procession. 

Beneath  the  "  Lanthome-gate"  a  stool  was 
placed,  with  cushions  and  ridi  carpets,  "where 
hee  kneeled,  and  made  his  prayers ;  at  which  time 
they  fenced  him  in  with  seizures  of  silver,  and 
sprinkled  water."  This  ceremony  over,  the  pro- 
cession preceded  him  into  the  town  until  they 
came  to  the  church  €i  St  Mary,  which  he  en- 
tcared,  **ifi"g  bis  Btati<m  at  the  high  altar,  v^ 
giving  from  thence  his  benediction  and  pardon  to  . 
the  people.  A  great  number  of  the  ndbility  and 
gmtiy  next  accompanied  him  to  an  hotel,  as  it 
appears,  called  the  Chequer,  where  he  toc^  up  hjs 
abode,  but  was  instantly  obliged  to  go  "  imme- 
diately into  his  naked  bed,  because  he  was  somifr- 
what  troubled  with  sicknesse,  by  reason  of  his 
passage  by  sea."  Strange !  that  he  who  could  rule 
Heaven  so  &r  as  to  give  pardon  in  the  gross  to 
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all  the  people  of  a  iarge  town,  ehoold  not  be  aUe 
to  cure  himself  of  a  little  sea-sickness ! 

He  was  able,  however,  to  entertain  a  lai^ 
party,  both  of  French  and  English,  that  day  at 
dinner;  and  all  his  suite  and  carriages  being 
ehortly  afterwards  got  on  shore,  he  prepared  &x 
his  journey  to  the  French  court  Befi»«  setting 
out,  he  adsnnbled  his  numerous  suite  in  hia  privy- 
cbamber,  where  he  gave  them  a  lecture  on  diplo- 
matic etiquette,  which,  for  ita  quaintness  and  dia- 
racteristic  fieeling,  we  insert  verbatim  as  receded : 
— "  I  have  called  you  hither  to  declare  unto  yon, 
that  I  would  have  you  both  consider  the  duty  you 
owe  to  me,  and  the  good  will  I  semblaUy  beare  to 
you  for  the  same.  Your  intendment  of  service 
is  to  iiirther  the  authority  I  have  by  commissioit 
&om  the  king,  which  diligent  observance  of  yours 
I  will  hereafter  recommend  to  his  majestie;  as 
also  to  show  you  the  nature  of  the  Frradunen, 
and  withali  to  instruct  you  with  [what]  revearence 
you  shall  use  me  for  the  hi^  honour  of  the  king's 
majestie,  and  to  infwm  you  how  you  shall  entcr- 
taine  and  accompany  the  Frenchmen,  when  you 
shall  meet  at  any  time. 

*'  Concerning  the  first  point,  you  shall  under- 
stand; fior  divers  weighty  affairs  of  his  grace's,  and 
for  meere  advancement  of  hia  roy^  dignitie,  hee 
hath  assigned  mee  in  this  journey  to  bee  his  lieu- 
tenant; what  reverence,  tbevefore,  bd(Hlg^''to 
mee  for  the  same  I  will  show  you. 
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"  Bjr  virtue,  therefore,  of  my  coiAniisBion  and 
lientenantship,  I  assume  and  take  upon  mee  to 
bee  esteemed  in  all  honour  and  degrees  of  service, 
as  unto  his  highness  is  meet  and  due ;  and  that 
by  mee  nothing  bee  neglected,  that  to  his  state  is 
due  and  eppertinent,  for  my  part  you  shall  see 
that  I  will  not  omit  one  jot  thereof.  TTierefore, 
one  of  your  chiefe  canses  of  your  assembly,  at  this 
time,  is  to  infbrme  yon  that  you  bee  not  ignorant 
of  your  duty  in  this.  I  wish  you,  therefore,  as 
you  would  have  my  favour,  and  also  chiuge  you. 
all  in  the  king's  name,  that  you  do  not  foi^et  the 
same  in  time  and  place ;  but  that  every  of  you  doe 
observe  his  duty  to  mee  according  as  you  will  at 
your  retume  avoid  the  king's  indignation,  or  de-' 
serve  his  highnesse'  thanks ;  the  which  I  will  set 
forth  at  our  return,  as  each  of  you  shall  deserve. 
"  Now,  to  the  second  point,  the  natnre  of  the 
Frenchmen  is  such,  that  at  their  first  meeting 
they  will  be  as  familiar  with  you,  as  if  th^  had 
known  you  hy  long  acquaintance,  and  will  com- 
mirne  with  you  in  th^  French  tongue,  as  if  they 
knew  every  word ;  therefore,  use  diem  in  a  kind 
manner,  and  bee  as  familiar  with  them  as  they 
ere  with  you.  If  they  speak  to  you  in  their  na- 
turall  bHigue,  speaks  to  than  in  EingUsh ;  for  if 
you  understand  not  them,  no  more  shall  th^ 
you." 

This  part  of  his  speech  serans,  however,  to  have 
been  more  in  good  humoured  jest  than  in  sober 
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earnest ;  fbr  "  speakidg  merrily  to  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, being  a  Welshman,  Rice  (qnoth  hiee)  speak 
thou  Welsh  to  them,  and  doubt  not  but  thjr  speedi 
wiU  be  more  difficult  to  than  than  their  French 
abaU.  bee  to  thee.  Moreover,  hee  said  unto  them 
all*  Let  jronr  entertainment  and  behaviour  bee  ac- 
cording to  all  gentlemen's  in  humility,  that  it  may 
hee  reported  after  our  departure  &om  thenoe,  that 
you  were  gentlemen  of  very  good  behaviour  and 
humility,  that  all  m^i  may  know  you  understand 
your  duties  to  your  king  and  to  your  master. 
Thus  shall  you  not'  only  obtain  to  yoursdva 
great  commendations  and  praises,  but  also  greatly 
advance  your  prince  and  country." 

On  the  following  day,  being  Mary  Magdalen's, 
the  Cardinal  left  Calais  in  the  utmost  pomp  and 
magoificence ;  or,  as  Cavendish  exjweesea  it, "  with 
such  anumber  of  black  coats  as  hath  beene seldom 
seene."  He  was  accompanied  by  all  the  gentry  of 
Calais  and  its  vicinity,  in  black  vdvet  coats,  with 
diaina  of  gold ;  and  his  own  immediate  eetaUisb- 
ment  preceded  him  three  abreast,  extending  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  length;  whilst  he  himself  had 
the  insignia  of  all  his  honours  borne  before  him  as 
usual,  with  theeueption  of  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, which  he  had  left  with  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls. 

But  the  Cardinal  here  again  found  how  de- 
fideait  his  powers  were  upon  earth,  v^iatever  they 
might  be  in  heaven;  fur,  as  Cavendish  statee. 
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"  thOB  paMJug  <m  hia  way,  we  had  scarce  gcaw  a 
mile*  but  it  began  to  raigne  so  vehemently,  that  I 
hare  not  seen  the  like  for  the  time,  which  endured 
untill  we  came  to  Bulkngue ;  and  ere  we  came  to 
Stand'tngjield,  the  Cardinall  of  Lorraine,  a  goodly 
young  gentleman,  gave  my  lord  a  meeting,  and 
received  him  with  much  joy  and  reverence,  and 
80  passed  forth  with  my  lord  in  commmiication 
.untill  wee  came  neere  the  said  Standiiigfield,  which 
is  a  religious  place  standing  between  the  English, 
French,  end  Imperiall  dominions,  being  a  newt^, 
holding  of  neither  of  them." 

It  is  evident  that  the  {n-esent  embassy  was  not 
much  approved  of  by  the  emperor,  and  a  curious  , 
view  of  diplomatic  security  and  of  the  law  of  na- 
tiooB,  at  thii  period,  is  given  by  Cavendish,  who 
eeeys,  "  then  ^re  we  waited  for  my  Lord  Le 
Count  Brian,  Captaine  of  Ficardy,  with  a  great 
numb^  of  Stradiates,  or  Arbtmafs,  standing  in 
array  in  a  great  piece  of  greene  oates,  all  in  har- 
liesse  upon  U^t  horses,  passing  on  with  nty  l<»d 
in  a  wing  into  BuUoigne,  aUd  so  after  into  Fi- 
cardie,  fbr  my  lord  doulAed  that  the  emperor 
would  lay  scMne  amtnuhment  to  betray  him,  f<»r 
which  cause  he  commanded  them  to  attend  my 
lord  fbr  the  safety  of  his  owne  person,  to  conduct 
him  from  the  danger  of  his  enemies." 

At  BuUoigne  he  was  received  by  the  munici- 
pality and  principal  citizens,  "  having  a  learned 
man^  that  made  an  oration  in  Latine  to  him ;"  £in^ 
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thea  hy  the  military  commandant,  with  a  large 
retinue  on  horsebadc.  This  took  place  abont  8 
mile  from  the  gates,  wheu  thejr  proceeded  into 
the  town,  the  Cardinal  being  conducted  to  the 
abbey-  in  state.  There  they  presented  to  him  a 
sbmous  image>  called  "  Our  Lady  of  BuUoigne," 
to  which  great  offerings  were  frequently  made ; 
after  which  he  very  kindly  gave  his  blessing  to 
Uie  people,  adding  thereto,  as  a  more  special  &- 
TOUT,  several  days  of  pardon,  and  retired  to  his 
f^Mirtments  in  the  abbey  *. 

Proceeding  next  day  to  Montreuil,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants,  all  in  similar  livery ; 
and  here  another  Latin  oration  was  made  to  him, 
which,  as  before,  he  answered  in  the  same  tongue. 
On  entering  the  gate,  he  was  honoured  by  a 
canopy  of  silk,  on  which  were  emlvoidered  the 
same  device  and  cypher  as  on  the  coats  of  bis 
train :  this  was  bestowed  afterwards  on  his  foot- 
men, as  a  perquisite  of  their  office.  Various  pa- 
geants were  also  got  up  in  hiB  h<HK>ur ;  in  all  (tf 
which  he  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  Le 
Cardinal  Padfique,  or  the  peace-making  CardinaL 
Similar  compliments  awaited  him  at  Abbeville, 
where  he  was  lodged  in  a  new-built  royal  man- 

*  Amongst  the  pageaats,  on  tlu*  occuion,  wbs  one  thni 
GuriooBly  described  :  "  and  at  the  gate  waa  made  a  pagCMite, 
in  the  vbich  was  a  nonne,  called  Holie  Chorche  i  and  three 
SpaniardeG  and  three  Almaynes  had  her  violated,  and  a  Car- 
dinal her  reskned,  and  set  hernp  of  newe  agayne  I" 
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sioD,  Uiat  had  already  been  honoured  as  the  place 
of  marriage  of  Louis,  the  late  French  king,  and 
Maiy,  sister  to  Henry  VIII. 

At  Abbeville  he  resided  eight  or  nine  days, 
passing,  his  time  in  splendid  entertiunments  with 
the  French  nobility;  after  which  he  was  con- 
ducted to  a  place  which  Cavendish  calls  Le  Chan- 
nel Peroequeine,  cloee  to  which  was  an  extensive 
sacerdotal  college,  seated  on  a  great  hill  and  rock, 
described  as  hearing  a  great  resemblance  to  Wind- 
sor Castle.  Here  he  was  reoeived  in  solemn  pro- 
cession, and  first  conducted  to  the  church,  after- 
wards to  a  castle,  erected  upon  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Somm^  already  distinguished  as  the  place 
of  interview  between  our  Edward  IV.  and  the 
French  king.  This  castle  being  only  six  miles 
from  Amiens,  whither  the  King  of  France  was 
now  proceeding,  the  Cardinal  determined  to  make 
it  his  head-quarters;  and  as  the  occurrences  at 
the  first  interview  were  rather  curious,  we  shall 
give  them  in  Cavendish's  words. 

He  says,  "  My  lord  was  no  sooner  seated  in  his 
lodging,  but  I  heard  that  the  French  king  would 
come  that  day  to  the  city  of  Amience,  which  was 
not  above  six  English  miles  from  thence.  And 
bring  desirous  to  see  his  coming  tiiither,  I  tooke 
with  mee  two  of  my  lord's, gentlemen,  and  rode 
presently  thither :  and  being  but  strangers,  wee 
tooke  up  our  lodging  at  the  sign  of  the  Angell, 
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directly  ova-  against  the  west  door  of  the  Catiiedran 
Cbnieh  de  Nostre  Dame,  when  wee  stayed  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  king's  coming.  And  about  fbure 
of  the  docke  came  Madame  Regent,  the  king's 
mother,  riding  in  a  very  rich  charriot ;  and  with 
her  was  the  Queene  of  Navarre^  her  dau^t^,  at^ 
tended  with  a  hundred  or  more  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlewomen following,  every  one  riding  upon  a  white 
palfrey,  also  her  guard,  which  was  no  small  num- 
ber. And  within  two  days  after,  the  king  came 
in  with  a  great  shot  of  gunners ;  and  there  was 
divers  pageants  made  oady  for  joy  of  his  com- 
ming,  having  about  his  person,  and  before  him,  a 
great  number  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  three 
companies :  the  first  were  of  Swithets  and  Bur- 
gonians,  with  gunnes ;  the  second  were  Freach- 
men,  with  bowes;  the  third  were  le  Carpe-fell 
Scottishmen,  who  were  more  comely  persons  then 
all  the  rest.  Ilie  French  guard  and  Scottish  liad 
aU  one  livery,  being  apparfllled  with  rich  coates  of 
white  doath,  with  a  rich  guard  of  silver  bullioirt 
of  a  handAiIl  broad.  The  king  came  riding  on  a 
rich  jennet,  and  did  alight  at  the  said  great  church, 
and  was  conveyed  with  procession  to  the  bishop's 
pallace,  where  hee  was  lodged.  The  next  morning 
I  rode  again  to  Picegtieny,  to  attend  upon  my 
lord ;  and  when  I  came,  my  lord  was  ready  to  go 
on  horsebacke  to  ride  towards  Amience ;  and  pass- 
ing (m  his  way,  hee  was  saluted  by  divers  noble 


..cdbjGooylc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  388 

pemoDBgea  maidng  him  oraticais  in  Latin,  to  whom 
my  lord  made  anFwer  ex  tempore  *.  Then  was 
word  brought  him  that  the  Idog  was  ready  to 
meete  him,  wherefore  faee  had  no  othra  shift,  but 
to  light  at  an  old  clu^)pell  that  stoode  bard  by  the 
hig^  way,  and  there  hee  newly  i^ipardled  himsdf 
in  rich  arr^;  and  so  mounted  a  new  mule,  rerie 
richely  tr^^ted  Trith  a  fbote  doath  of  crimBfm 
velvet,  purfled  with  gdd,  and  fringed  about  the 
edges  with  a  fringe  of  g(dd  very  costly,  his  stirnqK 
of  silyer  guild,  the  bosses  of  the  same^  and  the 
dieekes  of  his  mule^  bit  were  all  guilt  with  fine 

*  Amongst  the  various  hooonrs  connected  with  thia  em- 
bassy, and  conferred  by  Franda  npon  the  Cardinal,  one  of  the 
most  remaricable  is  a  grant  by  letters  patent,  in  which  be 
granted  to  hin,  that  "  he  mxy,  in  all  the  citiee  and  bonm^u 
throBgh  which  he  shall  paM,  on  his  joamey  toward  ns,  d&- 
liver  all  andevery  the  prisoners  then  confined  in  those  places; 
and  to  forgive,  acquit,  and  pardon  all  misters,  arimes,  and 
delinqnencies,  conunitted  and  perpetrated  by  such  prisonerSi 
in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  we  do,  and  have  been  accns- 
tomed  to  do,  at  our  first  visiting  cities  and  borongbs  of  on 
said  IdDgdom  j" — but  he  afterwards  escejits  "  the  <Time«  of 
high  treason,  murder,  rape,  sacrilege,  coining,  and  baming 
houses." 

As  for  the  opinion  which  the  people  held,  we  may  jndge  of 
it  from  the  tact,  that  they  actnally  got  up  a  masque  at  Paris, 
iu  wbidi  the  emperor  danced  with  the  pope  and  the  King  of 
France,  until  he  wearied  tfaeai,  whilst  the  King  of  Engtand  sat 
quietly  on  a  bench  looking  on ;  and  when  it  was  asked  why 
be  danced  not,  it  was  answered,  that  he  sat  there  only  to  pay 
the  tninstrels  their  wages,  "  as  who  should  say,  we  pay  for 
all  men's  dancing!" 
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gold:  and  1^  the  time  that  hee  waa  mounted 
agayne  after  this  gorgeous  sorte,  the  kinge  was 
oome  verie  neere,  within  lease  than  a  quarter  of  an 
Engliah  mile,  his  guard  standing  in  array  upon 
the  top  of  a  high  hill,  expecting  my  lord's  coming ; 
lo  whom  my  lord  made  as  much  haate  as  conve- 
nieaitly  hee  could  until!  hee  came  within  a  paire 
of  hut's  length,  and  there  hee  stayed.  The  king 
perceavinge  thj^  havinge  twoworthie  young  gen- 
tlonen  with  him,  the  one  called  Monseur  Vada- 
mount,  and  the  other  M<Hueur  de  Gruyes,  half- 
brother  to  the  Cardinal!  <tf  Lorainev  and  to  the 
Duke  of  Lraraine,  also  lieinge  lyke  apparalled,  as 
the  kinge  was,  in  purple  velvet  lined  with  doth 
of  silver,  the  kinge  caused  Monseur  Vadamouut 
to  issue  from  him,  and  to  ride  to  my  Lord  Car- 
dinall,  to  knowe  the  cause  of  his  tarrieing.  And 
this  Monseur  being  mounted  upon  a  &ire  greats 
genet,  toke  his'road  with  his  horse  until!  he  came 
even  to  my  lord,  and  then  caused  his  horse  to 
onne  aloft  twice  or  thrice  so  nea%  my  lord's  mide, 
that  he  was  in  doubt  of  his  horse,  and  so  alighted, 
and  in  humble  reverence  did  his  message  to  my 
lOTd ;  and  that  donne  he  mounted  againe,  and 
made  his  horse  to  do  the  same  at  his  departing,  as 
before  hee  did  at  his  comming ;  and  so  repaired 
unto  the  king.  His  answer  being  ended,  the  king 
advanced  forwards,  seeing  my  lord  doe  the  like, 
and  in  the  mid  way  they  met,  embracing  eche  the 
other  with  amiable  countenance  and  entertain- 
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tnent  Then  drewe  into  &ie  place  all  aoblemen 
and  gentlCTnen  of  both  partaes  with  wonderful—— 
made  one  to  another  as  though  they  had  been  of 
old  acquaintance.  The  presse  was  such  and  sd 
thieke,  that  diTerse  had  their  leggs  hurt  with 
hones.  Then  the  kinge's  officers  cried  *  marche  \ 
mardie !  devaunt  de  devannt,'  and  so  the  kinge 
and  my  Lorde  Cardinal!  oa  his  ryght  hande,  rode 
fortfae  towards  Amiens,  every  KngUsh  gentleman 
accompanied  with  another  of  France.  The  traine 
(^  these  two  princes  was  two  miles  in  length,  that 
18 ''  to  f^  firom  the  place  of  their  meeting  unto 
Amiens,  where  they  were  nobly  received  with 
gtmnes  and  pageants,  unttll  the  king  had  brought 
my  Iwd  to  his  lodging,  and  then  dq)arted  for  that 
night.." 

The  King  of  France  lay  at  the  biahop's  palace, 
where  a  visit  of  state  was  paid  by  the  Cardinal 
next  day  afto-  dinner,  thus  quaintly  described,— 
**  At  which  tune  the  king  tept  his  bed,  yet  never* 
theleese  my  Lord  came  into  his  bed-chamber, 
where  on  (me  side  of  the  bed  sat  the  king's  mother, 
and  on  the  other  side  the  Cardinal!  of  Loraine, 
accompamed  with  diverse  other  gentlemen  c^ 
France,  and  after  scnne  communication  and  drink- 
ing of  a  cuppe  of  wyne  with  the  Icing's  mother, 
my  Ixnrd  departed,  and  returned  to  his  own 
lodginge  aconnpanied  with  diverse  gentiemen  and 
noUemen,  where  they  supped  with  him.** 

The  king  imd  Cardinal  rranained  about  a  fcalr 
c  c 
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nigfat  at  Andens,  'vrti»e  they  **  consulted  and 
feaeted  each  other  diverse  times."  The  intimacy 
was  now  so  great,  that  they  not  only  went  to  mass 
together,  but  also  received  the  sacrameot  at  the 
same  altar ;  and  upon  the  day  ci  the  AssumptMHi, 
the  Cardinal  himself  aaiA  mass  before  the  Qaeen 
iUgent  and  the  Queen  of  Navann  adminjflterwqf 
also  to  them  the  sacrament,  after  which  the  kii^, 
as  an  act  of  humility,  dreseed  the  sores  of  a  number 
of  sick  personfl. 

It  being  now  determined  that  the  royal  and  &• 
ploMatic  parties  should  ranove  to  Compei^e,  thd 
distance  upwards  of  twenQ^  miles.  Cavendish,  the 
gentleman  uedier,  was  desptttehed  to  provide  ittig' 
Inga  for  the  Cardinal,  and  on  his  journey^  he  fefl 
in  with  an  adventure,  which  is  so  descriptive  of 
tiie  manners  of  the  times  that  we  shall  give  it  in 
hu  own  words.  He  ssys,^ — "  In  my  tiravd,  I 
having  occasion  to  stay  by  the  way  at  a  littie 
village  to  shoe  my  hone,  there  came  to  me  a 
servant  frtun  die  castle  ther^  perceiving  dk  to  be 
an  Englishman,  and  one  tj£  my  Lord  Legate's 
aervanta,  {as  they  then  called  my  Lord)  desited  me 
to  go  into  the  castle  to  the  lord  his  master,  whom 
he  thought  would  be  very  ^ad  to  see  me;  ta 
whom  I  omsatted,  beiwise  I  desired  -acquaiiitaiice 
with  Htrangera,  especially  with  men  of  anthorUie 
,  and  hcHiouraUe  nnk.  Sa  I  went  with-  him  who 
conducted  me  to  the  casfJe,  and  at  my  first  entrance 
i  was  amongst  the  watdimen,  Who  kqit  the  fist 
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.ward,  bang  very  tell  men  aad  comely  pHsoiw,. 
who  saluted  me  very  kindly,  and  knowiog  the 
cause  of  my  coming,  they  advertized  their  lord  and 
naitcr ;  and  forthwith  the  ktrdof  the  castle  auae 
out  onto  mee,  whose  name  was  Monsieur  Crookesly  > 
anolkleman  bam ;  and  at  hi»  coming  hee  en^raced 
mee,  Baying  that  I  wafe  heartily  welcome,  and 
dwdoed  me  thflft  was  ae  geutke  as  1&  visit  hka  and. 
his  castle,  saymg  that  hee  vw  |iire|iaiii^-to  meet 
the  king  and  my  Lfurd  Cardjuall,  and-  to  invito 
them  to  fats  castlie.  Wbetn  hee  had  shewed  mee 
the  strength  of  his  castle,  and  the  walls,  wluch 
wen  fourteen  foot  hroad,  and  I'had  seen  all  the 
honaea,  hoe  brought  mee  dowse  iiUo  a  faire  innor'  ' 
court  where  hie  jennet  stoode  ready  for  him,  with 
tw^e  oth^  of  the  forest  j«ineta  that  ever  I  saw, 
e^edally  his:  owbt,  wbaA  was  a  mare;  which 
JMiipf  faeidld  me  hee  bad  400  arowsts  offered  for 
1^.'  -  Upon  &eat  twdve  jomets  were  -mrounted 
tweive  goodly  gentlemen,'  called  pages  aS  honour^ 
they  rode  all  bareheaded  in  coats  of'  doath  of 
^cAi,  guarded  with  black  velvet  i  and<  they  had 
all  «f  than  boots  of  read  Spanish  leather. 
'  "  Thmtnake  hee  his  leave  K>finiee,oomniiindii:^ 
his  steward,  and  other  of  his  gentieaieilv<  to  couduot 
me  to  his  lady  tO'  dinner :  so  they  led  me  up  to 
tlie  Gat&-HetBe,' wher  then  their  lady,  and  l^- 
'tris  lay  for  the  time  that- the ^kihg --and  Cardinal! 
should  tarry  there.  After  a  short  tinw,  the  I^ady 
(biwikesley  came -out  of  her  .chanftia'  into  the 
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dymng  roome,  where  I  attended  her  commuig-, 
who  did  receive  mee  very  noUy,  like  her  ad£e, 
^Me  having  a  traiue  of  twelve  gentlemen  that  did 
attend  on  her.  Forasmuch,  quoth  she,  aa  you  are 
an  Enf^ish  gentleman,  whose  custom  is  to  kisB  all 
ladies  and  gentlewomen  in  your  country  witiumt 
offence,  yet  it  is  not  bo  in  this  realm ;  notwith- 
standing, I  will  be  so  bold  as  to  kisBe  you,  and  so 
shall  you  salute  all  my  moides.  After  .this  wee 
went  to  dinner,  being  as  nobly  served  as  ever  I 
sew  any  in  England,  passing  all  dinner  time  in 
pleasing  disoijurses." 

Proceeding  to  Compeigne,  Mr.  Cavendish  took 
up  his  residence  at  an  hotel  opposite  the  market- 
{dace ;  and,  having  sat  down  to  dinner  in  a  front 
apartment,  he  was  shortly  disturbed  with  a  great 
noise  and  the  clash  of  arms.  Looking  out  of  the 
window,  he  saw  the  cheers  of  the  police  leading 
aprisoner  te  ezecutirai  in  the  mariEet-place,  vrhae 
his  head  was  speedily  cut  off  with  a  swi^d,  and. 
then  placed  upon  a  pole  between  two  stag's  horns, 
for  exhilntion  in  the  market-place,  whilst  his  body 
was  cut  up  in  four  quartars,  and  Kqrased  in  four 
different  parts  of  the  forest  His  offence  had  been 
the  killing  of  a  red  deer ! 

The  principal  ^artments  in  the  castle  were 
speedily  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  long 
and  Cardinal,  and  eo  equally  apportioned  between 
the  two,  that  even  the  gallery  was  divided  be- 
tween th«n  1^  means  of  a  strong  wall  with  a 
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window  and  door,  where  Wolaey  and  the  k&g 
used  to  meet  for  conva*8ation  at  the  window,  or 
sometimea  pass  through  the  door  to  each  other. 
In  other  parts  of  the  castle  the  Qoe^i  R^ent  was 
also  lo^lged  with  all  the  ladies  and  gpentlewomen 
of  her  suit. 

Shortly  afterwards,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
France  arrived,  himself  a  very  witty  man,  amd 
accompanied  by  all  the  king's  grave  counsellcnv ; 
when  great  paiiu  were  hestowed  upon  daily  con- 
ferences and  consultations;  at  one  of  which  a 
UraeaB  took  place  between  the  Cardinal  and  chan- 
cellor, in  wbidi  Wolsey  displayed  a  true  eharae* 
teristic  English  spirit,  declaring  his  conviction 
that  the  chancellor  was  intriguing  to  {nrevent  the 
ownpletion  of  the  league  of  amity  between  the  two 
ooontries,  which  had  been  determined  on  before 
his  arrival  at  Compeigne,  and  threatening  that  if 
the  French  king  should  be  led  aside  by  the  dian- 
cellar's  policy,  "  hee  should  not  foill  shortly  after 
his  retnme  to  feele  the  smart,  what  it  was  to 
maintaine  warre  against  the  King  of  England, 
and  therof  hee  should  be  well  assured ;  insomuch 
that  his  angry  speech  and  bold  countenance  made 
them  all  doubt  how  to  quiet  him  in  coiiadl,  who 
was  then  departed  in  great  fury." 

The  spirit  displayed  by  Wolsey  on  thii  occasion 
was  perfectly  efficacious;  for,  as  Cavendish  de- 
scribes it, — •'  now  here  was  sending,  here  was 
coaaug,  here  was  intreatiog,  and  here  was  great 
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Bnbmiseion  and  intercessicHi  made-  unto  him  to  oe- 
chice  him  ti>  his  former  conunniucatioii,  who  wauU 
in  no  waya  relent  mitil  Madame  Regent  csme  to 
him  herself  who  handled  the  mattar  eo  well  that 
■he  brmight  him  to  his  former  comitmnj^ott; 
and  by  that  means  hee  brought  all  things  to  paese 
that  before  faee  could  not  compasse,  which  was  moie 
out  o£  feare  than  affection  the  French  king  had 
to  the  matter  in  band ;  for  now  hee  bad  got  A» 
htedea  of  all  the  oouucell  under  his  girdle." 
.  That  the  Cardinal  was  fuUy  in.  earnest  in  ^ 
this  business  is  very  clear  from  his  prooeedingBoo 
the  day  ensuing,  when  he  rose  about  four  o'ck)ck« 
and  sat  down  to  write  despatches  to  the  kiii|^ 
ordering  oae  of  his  chaplains  to  prepare  for  mass; 
But  prayers  aj^  every  thing  «lae  were  ffN^ottco 
in  the  exigence  of  the  moinent,  Wtdsey  Denr 
rising  even  to  take  refreshment  iot  twelve  faount 
after  whicb,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  aftemoon.  hi 
finished  his  letters  wbidi  he  sent  off  by  an  ezpre^ 
and  tbeui  proceeded  to  go  through  all  the  osual 
business  of  a  day,  beginning  first  with  maes  and 
ftmtins,  then  walking  in  the  gardens  for  an  boar 
or  more,  next  to  evening  song,  and  thai  tO'dinner 
snd  supper,  retiring  to  rest  at  an  early  honr. 

On  the  ensuing  evening  a  grand  supper  and 
entertaimnent  were  prepared  by  the  Cardinal  for 
the  Queen  Mother,  the  Queen  of  Navarre,  and  all 
the  nobles  and  gentry  of  both  sexes  in  their  trains ; 
and  amongst  those  royal  guests  was  one  iriiase 
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case  seems  to  have  been  a  very  hard  one. — 
"  Madam  Lewis,  one  of  the  daughtCTS  of  Lewis, 
the  last  tdng,  whose  sister  lately  dyed ;  these  two 
sisters  were  of  their  mother  inheritors  of  the 
duchie  of  Brittaine.  And  forasmuch  as  King 
Francis  had  married  one  of  the  sisters,  by  which 
he  had  one  moytie  of  the  said  dutchie,  hee  kept 
the  said  Madam  X^wia,  the  other  sister,  without 
marriage,  to  the  intent  the  whole  dutchie  mif^t 
descend  to  him  or  his  successcKTS  after  his  death, 
for  lacke  of  issue  by  her." 

Id  the  midst  of  this  splendid  display,  the  King 
of  France  and  the  King  of  Navarre  came  in  unc 
ezpectedly,  and  with  a  oommend^e  easci  and 
tonporary  la3ring  aside  of  royal  d^piity,  they  took 
tiheir  places  at-  the  foot  of  the  tables,  where  they 
seemed  highly  to  eqjoy  all  the  good  things  before 
them, .  as  mil  as  the  noisy  and  boisterous  wit 
whidi  was  passing  cm  all  sides ;  they  were  also 
much  pleased,  as  Cavendish  states,  "  with  the 
oayBe-  of  my  lord's  muraque,  who  played  there  all 
that  n^t'Bo  cnnnin^y,  that  the  two  kings  tooke 
great  delight  therein,  insomuch,  that  the  French 
king  desired  my  lord  to  lend  them  unto  him  for 
the  next  night  And  after  the  supper  or  bazujaet 
ended,  the  lords  fell  to  dancing,  amongst  whtmi  one 
Madam  Fountaine  had  the  praise." 

Wolsey  made  no  difficulty  of  granting  the 
French  king's  request  of  the  services  of  his  mu- 
sical buid  for  the  ensuing  night ;  no  doubt  en^ 
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posing  that  it  was  pr^>arator7  to  a  similar  fete : 
but  Francis  hod  another  objert  in  view,  for  "  the 
next  day  the  king  tooke  my  Icnd'a  musicke,  and 
rode  to  a  nobleman's  house,  where  was  some  living 
image  to  whom  he  had  vowed  s  night's  pilgrim- 
age :  and  to  performe  his  devotion  when  he  came 
tha!«,  whjdi  was  in  the  night,  he  danced  and 
caused  others  to  doe  the  same,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  returoed." 

Amongst  oth»  spcwta  with  which  the  king  was 
anxious  to  entertain  the  Cardinal,  was  that  of 
hunting  the  wild  boar;  a  process  very  different 
from  a  frai-hunt  in  England ;  for  a  boar  having 
been  cau^t  «nd  then  set  loose  in  the  forest  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  meeting,  the  king  set  off  ac- 
companied by  the  Cardinal,  and  on  their  arrival 
at  the  appointed  spot,  they  there  found  the  Qoeem 
Regent  with  a  number  of  ladies  and  damsels  stand- 
ing in  chariots  and  looking  at  the  toils  which  wen 
all  laid  ready  for  his  majesty's  sport. 

Wolsey,  however,  seems  not  to  have  beoi  de- 
sirous of  hunting  the  wild  boar  in  j^ropriajun-io  va; 
yet  he  piaoed  himself  in  a  situation  even  mate 
dangerous,  taking  his  stand  in  the  Queen  RegeaiC% 
chariot,  surrounded  by  all  the  bright  eyes  of  the 
French  court.  But  the  ladies  did  not  shrink  froa 
the  manly  sport  of  the  field,  several  of  them  ac> 
oompanying  the  king  inside  the  toils,  "  ready  fur- 
nished for  the  high  and  dangerous  oiterpriK  (f 
hunting  of  this  perilous  wilde  swine." 
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The  king  is  described  as  dreesed  in  a  doublet 
and  liose  all  (^  "  aheepe's  catour"  (periu^  wliat 
is  now  called  drab)  cloth  all  richly  trimmed;  hold- 
ing in  a  slip  a  brace  of  large  greyhounds,  armed 
so  as  to  protect  them  fi?om  the  tusks  of  the  boar : 
and  the  rest  of  the  hunters  were  clad,  like  him,  in 
doublets  and  hose,  azLd  each  having  in  bis  hand  a 
very  sharp  boar's  spear.  His  migesty  now  gave 
orders  to  the  keepers  to  uneouch  the  boar,  at  the 
same  time  desiring  that  every  person  within  the 
toilB  should  take  their  proper  station. 

The  boar  was  soon  unoouched;  and  was  no 
sooner  out  of  his  den,  than  a  hound  drove  him 
into  the  middle  of  the  toils,  when  be  stopped 
a  while  gasing  upon  the  hunters,  but  not  seem- 
ii^ly  inclined  to  show  sport  But  tiie  hound  now 
drawing  near  him,  he  looked  for  a  place  of  refuge, 
and  presently  spied  a  bush  upon  a  bank,  beneath 
which  were  two  Froichmen,  as  Cavendish  asserts, 
who  not  beiag  very  anxious  to  partirapate  in  the 
dai^er  of  the  htmt  had  retired  thith^,  supposing 
thexnselres  perfectly  safe.  On  the  boar  coming 
np,  he  smelt  to  the  two  Frenchmen,  and  then 
thrust  his  head  into  the  bush,  when  they  started 
up  and  ran  for  their  lives,  the  boar  very  cantentedty 
occupying  their  abdicated  lair.  From  this,  how- 
ever, he  was  speedily  driven  by  the  spears  of  the 
hnnten,  when  he  rushed  out  and  made  an  attack 
upon  one  ctf  the  Cardinal's  footmen,  idio  was 
wmed  with  an  English  javelin,  with  whtdi  he 
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definided  himself  a  considerable  time,  nntil  it  was 
Inoken  by  the  boar,  whea  he  was  forced  to  defend 
himself  with  hie  swi^,  when  some  of  the  hunters 
came  up  and  drove  off  the  anii^ni,  who  imni^ 
diately  attacked  the  young  Ratcliffe,  son  and  lieiT 
to  the  then  Lord  FitEwalter,  afterwards  £ari 
<rf  Sussex,  who  defended  himself  with  his  boar's 
spear  in  a  very  gallant  manner,  soon  after  whidi 
the  boar  was  killed,  and  the  ^pott  ended. 

In  a  few  days  the  messenger,  despatched  to  the 
English  court,  returned  with  answers,  when  Oit 
Cardinal  inBtautly  ^epared  for  his  journey  home- 
wards ;  the  last  act  of  eaartesy  he  conferred  beii^ 
that  of  ooBsecratiiig  the  Chancellor  of  France  a 
cardinal,  which  he  did  after  mass  in  his  closet,  on- 
the  m<Nming  of  his  departure,  investing  him  witii 
the  hat  and  cf^  of  scarlet. 

Immediately  after  the  ceremony,  Wolsey  set  off 
for  Calais,  where  he  stopped  until  all  hia  travdling 
equipage  was  shipped,  "  and  in  the  meene  whik^" 
says  Cavendish,  "hee  estaUished  a  matte  to  bee 
ibsre  Irept  for  all  nations.  But  how  long,  or  m 
what  sort  it  continued,  I  know  not ;  for  I  never 
heard  of  any  great  good  it  did,  or  of  any  assembly 
<j£  merchastsor  traffique  of  merchandiiEe  that  wee* 
brought  thither  for  so  great  and  migh^  a  matter* 
as  was  intended  for  the  good  of  the  town." 

Whilst  stopping  at  Calais,  the  Cardinal  received 
information  of  the  final  issue  <^  an  affair  that  had 
prodnoed  some  uneasiness.     Cavendish  declares 
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that  tiiere  was  no  place  -where  he  was  lodged, 
after  he  entered  the  territory  of  Fnncet  but  that 
he '  was  robbed  in  his  privy  duunber,  sometimai 
of  things  of  Talu^  at  oUiera  of  mere  trifles.  At 
Compeigne  he  lost  his  standish,  or  iakstand,  which 
was  of  a^d  silver  gilt :  but  the  theft  being^  iar< 
atantly  noticed,  the  thief  was  taken,  a  little  \)ay 
of  not  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  years  o£  age, 
a  ruffian's  page  of  Faiia,  who  had  haunted  Wolse/q 
apartments  without  any  suspidcoi,  until  he:  was 
t^fien  lying  under  the  privy  stairs,  upon  which  oc* 
casioa  he  was  ^jHrehended  and  examined,  when 
be  made  a  eoofessitm  of.  all  thethings  that  be 
bad  Btoira,  which  the  ruffian  his  master  haddi* 
rected  him  to  do.  On  thist  confession  being  Biade^ 
the  Cardinal  gave  information  to  the  French  coun- 
cil, in  consequence  of  which  the  ruffian  was.  takea 
Up,  and,  after  trial,  oi»demncd  to  stasdiD  the 
pillwy  in  the  market-place.   ;  •.      i-         ■■■> 

.  On  landipg  at  Dover,  the  Cardinal  was  infivmed 
that  the  king,  being  then,  eagaged  in  one  of  bis 
pr<^;res8e8,  was  at  the  house  of  Sir  Henry  Wyatt 
in  Kent:  accrardin^y  be  set:  off  post,  expecting  ta 
ije  weloomed  there-^with  all  due  regard  to  hia  dig* 
nity  and  services,  and.'  to  his  royal  master's  friendf 
ship ;  but  he  was  disappointed,  for  his  reception 
wras  BO  cold,  that  even  his  fbllowers  instantly  per* 
ceived  it  Notwithstanding  this,  he  remained 
two  or  three  Aays  about  the  court,  during  which 
he  bad  seventl  long  «»DfereuceB  with  the  king; 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


399  WOLSEY.  THE  CARDINAL, 

after  which  he  retired  to  his  house  at  Westmin- 
steTr  living  in  complete  privacy  for  a  fortnight, 
until  the  opening  of  Michaelmas  Term  called  him 
to  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  remark,  and  one  that  may 
have  tended  considerably  to  his  subsequent  dis- 
grace at  cotirt,  that  Wolsey  seems  at  this  period 
to  have  made  an  appeal  firom  the  king  to  the 
people ;  for  scarcely  had  the  term  commenced, 
when  he  called  a  public  meeting  to  take  place  in 
the  Star  Chamber,  consisting  of  a  number  of  the 
nobility,  all  the  judges,  and  sudi  county  magi- 
strates and  others,  as  were  then  at  Westminster,  on 
law  husiness,  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
when  be  made  a  long  speech,  or  declaration, 
to  them,  explanatory  of  his  conduct,  during  his 
French  embassy. 

He  assured  them  that  he  had  concluded  such  a 
treaty  of  peace  as  had  never  been  known  before, 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  including  also  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Germany :  which  was  further 
to  be  confirmed  by  a  written  treaty  sealed  by  the 
imperial  and  royal  seals,  engraven  on  gold.  Ttus, 
as  he  further  told  them,  was  not  only  a  treaty  of 
perpetual  peace,  Init  stipulated  also  that  Uie  king 
should  receive  yearly,  out  of  the  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy (as  tribute),  a  sum  which  should  be  finally 
equivalent  to  all  the  expenses  incurred,  and  losses 
Buffo^d  by  the  recent  wars.  Another  stipulatiffli 
was  in  regard  to  the  Ovke  of  Suffolk,  who  had 
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married  the  Queen  Dowager  of  France^  Hearfa 
sister,  and,  who  was  not  only  to  receive  her  dower 
in  rcf^ular  payments  in  future,  but  was  also  to  be 
paid  all  arrears  o£  dower  that  had  been  stopped 
dnriBg  past  hostilities.  He  added,  that  the  treaty 
was  to  be  confirmed  and  ratified  by  a  splendid  em-<, 
bassy  &oin  France,  of  noUemen  and  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  rank ;  that  the  peace  once  conduded, 
then  the  two  kingdoms  were  to  be  on  such  a 
friendly  footing  that  there  should  be  a  free  inter- 
course of  merchandise  as  if  the  two  countries 
were  as  one ;  that  all  persons  might  now  travel 
through  both  countries,  either  tot  pleasure  oc 
business,  witiiout  alarm  or  danger;  and  tiut  all 
murcbaiits  mi^t  traffic  without  risk  or  molesta^  ' 
tion.  He  concluded  by  observing,  that  all  these 
things  were  so  beneficial  to  the  comitry  as  to*give 
{Measure  to  every  patriotic  Englishman ;  calling 
upon  those  whom  he  addressed  to  make  thrai. 
known  in  their  respective  counties,  at  the  same 
tin^  beseeching  and  requiring  them,  on  the  king's 
beJialf,.to  show  themselves  loving  and  obedient 
subjects  to  his  majesty  in  all  things. 

The  proclamation  for  peace,  consequent  upon 
these  proceedings,  took  [dace  upon  the  8th  of  Sq>< 
temb^;  after  which  the  Cardinal  recommenoed, 
with  double  diligence  apparently,  his  favourite 
work  of  th?  suppression  of  the  monasteries ;  not 
however,  without  public  censure,  for  we  are  tcdd 
that  many  of  them  were  of  good  feme  and  boun^ 
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dful  hospHalJty;  but  thai  it  is  Added  < 
"whaitJu  the  king  bearing  with  all  hia  dtungs, 
neither  bishop  nor  t^nporal  lord  in  this  realme 
donte  say  any  word  to  the  mntraiie.  Now  he 
manifested  his  pride  upon  further  hope  of  fiitme 
gueatness."  - 

The  promised  embassy  was  now  every  day  ex- 
pected. It  WB8  known  to  be  fanned  on  a  most 
oxtensiTe  scale,  and  consisted  of  eighty  "  of  the 
oobleBt  and  most  worthy  gentlemen  in  all  France ;" 
and  no  socoier  was  their  expected  arrival  an^ 
iuHuvced,  than  -all  necessary  meAsures  wotb  taken 
to  recdve  them  in  the  most  B|d«idid  and  hoapita- 
Ue  manner.  On  their  landing  at  Dover,  and  at 
'  all  the  principal  towns .  in  their'^y  to  the  aa»* 
tn^lis,  they  were  treated  with  all  poflaible-  ho^ 
nmas ;  and  on  their  arrival  in  town,  they  vera 
Qondttcted  >to  the  Biahop  of  London's  palaoe  jn  Sti 
.  FshTs  chunch-yard,  wbish  was  allotted  foe  tfa^ 
-anxiDimodatioa.         .       v 

People  c£  the  first  rank  in  the  state  orowded  ia 
to  wait  upon  them,  and  to  said  ithem.vaiiaiM 
presents,  coosiatiiig  (tf  wines,  sugar,  oxeai,  she^ 
poultry,  game,  and  in  short  akBost^all  -things  of 
necessary  expenditure  in  honsdteeping.  The  JjoHk 
Mayor,  in  particular,  displayed  great  libenilityi 
upon  this  occasion. 

At  the  period  in  questim,  Henrjt  generally  kept 
lus  court  at  Grcttivich  in  prdiarence:  to  Westmii»- 
etet ;  and  the  first  Sunday  the  ambassadors  v^^ 
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in  England  was  selected  for  a  fomul'  ritit  to 
Greenwich,  where  his  Majesty  received  them  very 
graciously,  Emd  treated  them  in  the  first  style  of 
courtly  magnifieenee.    ' 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  there  w  no  mention 
of'Wolsey  being  at  court  on  this  occ&sioa,  althougll 
it  was  <me  of  great  state  ceremony,  for  the  king 
was  invested,  by  tbe  embassy,  with  the  order  of 
^t.  Michael  of  France,  for  whidi  purpose  thty 
had  brought  over  a  collar  of  the  finest  gold^  to 
vhich  was  pendant  a  highly  embellished  ^nre  of 
the  patron  saint,  and  with  these  were  the  robes 
of  the  order,  of  blue  velvet  richly  embroida«d. 

Henry  seems  to  have  been  much  pleased  with 
this  mark  of  royal  courtesy ;  for  he  immediately 
requited  it  by  a  noUe  embassy  carrying  to  Francis 
the  (nrdo'  of  the  Oarter. 

No  personal  intercourse  of  the  king  and  Car- 
dinal, beyond  the  mere  state  conferences  already 
noticed,  seems  as  yet  to  have  taken  place,  thou^ 
Wotsey  still  took  a'  leading'  part  in  politics ;  and 
having  completed  the  diplomatic  forms  andtreatiet^ 
he  was  appointed  to  celebrate,  a  -solemn  mass  in, 
8t  Paul's,  when  the  king  was  to  be  present.  The 
service  appears  to  have  been  performed  with  great 
solemnity,  for  there  were  four-and-twenty  mitres 
(bishops  and  abbots)  assisting.  Indeed,  from  some 
accounts,  the  ceremonies  in  honour  of  the  Cardinal 
Legate  appear  to  have  been  as  mmieious  as  those 
addressed  to  the  Deity.  Whilst  the  last  Agnus  was 
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ringing,  the  king  approadied  the  high  altar,  where 
he  knelt  upon  cushions  and  carpets,  prepared  for 
him,  and  was  followed  thither  by  the  Great  Master 
of  France,  the  principal  ainba8BBdor,and  immediate 
personal  representative  of  the  French  monarch. 
To  them  the  Cardinal  exhibited  the  holy  sacra- 
mmt,  dividing  the  wafer  between  them,  as  a  per- 
fect oath  and  bcmd,  says  Cavendish, "  for  security 
of  the  sud  covenants  of  the  said  perpetual 
peace." 

After  the  mass,  Wolsey  read  the  articles  of 
peace,  when  the  king  put  his  hand  to  the  gold 
seal,  and  completed  his  ratification  with  the  sign 
manual,  deUvering  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master 
of  France  as  his  act  and  deed ;  the  latter  then 
gave  the  same  ratification ;  after  which  the  king 
and  the  tobassador  rode  to  Wolsey's  house  at 
Whitehall,  where  they  dined  with  him. 

Politics,  it  appears,  occupied  those  great  person- 
ages during  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  but,  bef<n« 
the  par^  Invke  up,  it  was  determined  that  the 
ambassador  and  suite  should  proceed  to  Rich- 
mond, to  take  the  amusement  of  hunting  and 
field-sports,  and  from  thence  to  Hampton  Court 
for  the  same  purpose,  then  to  Winckor,  and  finally 
to  rejoin  the  king  at  Greenwich,  to  partake  of  a 
grand  fete  previous  to  their  departure. 

The  king  then  set  off  for  Greenwich  by  water; 
and  the  Cardinal  immediately  issued  the  necessary 
ordsrs  to  his  household  for  the  most  sumptuous 
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entertainment  of  the  embfisay  at  Hampton-Con^ : 
for  wiucb  purpose  he  called  t^^^ethn'  all  his  prin- 
cipal offioets  and  others  of  his  establishment,  giving 
it  to  them  in  command,  "nether  to  spare  £or  any^ 
cost  or  expeno^  nor  pai&es  to  make  them  such 
a  triumphant  banquet  as  they  might  not  only 
wonder  at  it  here,  but  also  make  a  glc»iou8  re- 
port to  the  great  honour  of  our  king  and  this 
nalme." 

We  are  then  told  that,  "  thus  having  made 
bnowne  his  pleasure,  to  aeoomplish  hfs  comnumd- 
ment  they  sent  out  all  the  carriers,  purveyors, 
and  other  persoiK,  to  my  lord's  friends  to  pr^ 
pfa*e;  also  they  sent  to  all  expert  cooks,  and 
eonning  persons  in  the  art  of  cookery  in  London, 
tx  elsewhere,  that  might  be  gotten  to  beautify  the 
least." 

Provisions  of.  all  kinds  were  now  sent  in,  in 
such  quantities,  that  Cavendish  declares  it  was 
a  matter  of  wonder  to  see  it ;  whilst  the  etxAm 
wrought  day  and  night  in  preparing  "  curious 
devices,  where  iras  no  lacke  of  gold,  stiver,  or  any 
oOna  costly  thing."  All  the  chambers  were  fitted 
i^  with  costly  hangings ;  and  some  idea  of  the 
gmenl  bustle  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that 
the  number  Of  beds  jvepared  amounted  to  ^o 
Imndred  and  eighty. 

It  was  intended  that  the  grand  buique^  should 
be  a  sut^>er ;  but  on  the  day  appointed,  the  French 
party  arrived  so  early,  and  so  much  before  the 
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expected  time,  that  the  superior  officers  of  ^ 
household  were  obliged  to  take  th«n  to  Hanworth, 
above  three  miles  distant,  on  pretence  of  a  hunting 
partf,  which  occupied  them  until  eveiy  thing  was 
ready  for  their  receptiwi  at  Hampton-Court. 

On  thor  arrival  thef  were  led  to  thnr  aeveral 
chamberB,  whore  there  woe  good  fires,  with  ^aatj 
<tf  wine,  and  there  the^  remained  until  the  suppo* 
was  ready,  the  rooms  appn^iriated  to  which  wa<e 
fitted  up  with  all  the  magnificence  of  that  time, 
being  hui^  with  rich  doth  of  arras,  and  all  sup- 
plied with  a  sufficient  number  of  tall  yeomen  to 
aerve.  Each  chamber  was  set  round  with  taUes, 
**  banquet  wise  covered,"  and  in  each  was  a  cup- 
board **  garnished  with  white  plate :"  in  each  was 
also  a  great  fire  of  wood  and  coals,  and  j6Dr  then- 
illumination,  "foure  great  plates  to  give  the  more 
-    light,  set  with  great  lights." 

The  joindpal  chamber  was  the  chambo-  of 
{Vesence;  and  it  was  not  only  hong  with  the 
ridiest  arras,  bat  also  furnished  with  a  sumptuooi 
doth  of  state.  In  it  were  "  many  goodly  genU&- 
men  to  serve."  The  tables  were  ranged  round 
the  apartment  as  in  the  others,  but  the  h^ 
table  was  placed  under  the  doth  of  state,  towards 
tije  middle  of  the  diamber,  "  with  six  desks  of 
plate  garnished  all  over  with  fine  gold,  saving  une 
pfure  of  candlesticks  of  silver  and  guilt,  with 
lights  in  the  same ;  the  cubberd  was  barred  about 
that  no  man  could  come  very  neeK  it,  fcnr  tbtfe 
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Were  divns  peeces  of  great  etxxe  of  fiatt  to  use ; 
besides,  the  plates  that  hung  on  the  walls  to  give 
light  were  ailvra-  and  gtiilt,  with  wax  tights :" — 
not  a  Toy  flattering  apedmen  of  the  morals  or 
honesty  of  the  good  old  times  ! 

As  soon  as  ell  things  were  ready,  the  trumpets 
•ounded  to  sui^ter ;  then  the  company  were  ccm- 
ducted  to  their  proper  places,  "  and  they  being 
set,"  says  Cavendish,  "  the  service  came  up,  in 
such  abonndance,  both  costly  and  fiill  of  devises, 
with  such  a  pleasant  noise  of  musique,  that  the 
Frenchmen  (as  it  seemed)  were  wn^  up  in  a 
heavenly  paradise."  .  . 

Hitherto  Wolsey,  evidently  through  deaign,  as 
if  all  this  splendour  should  pass  for  a  mere  or- 
dinary occurrence,  had  not  yet  made  his  appear- 
ance ;  bnt  the  Frendimen  were  very  merry,  ai^ 
wise  too  we  should  think,  notwithstanding,  '*  with  , 
their  ridi  &re,  and  cniious  cates  and  knackes." 
Just  before  the  second  course,  the  Lord  Car- 
dinal arrived  in  all  haste,  booted  and  spurred, 
entering  without  ceremony  or  announcement.  On 
his  aj^iearance  there  was  a  general  clamour  of 
welcome,  all  risii^  from  ttieir  seats ;  but  Wolsey, 
wai  with  hmmlity  of  condescension,  desired  them 
"  to  ait  still  and  keepe  their  places,  and  being  in 
his  riding  appaiell,  called  for  his  chaire,  and  sat 
him  downe  in  the  midst  of  the  high  table ;  and 
was  there,"  says  Cavendish,  "  as  merry  and 
jdeasant  as  ever  I  saw  him  in  my  life." 
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He  goes  on  to  state  that  the  second  ccmrBe  was 
now  served  up,  omaisting  of  above  one  hundred 
various  devices,  so  goodly  and  so  costly  that  he 
thought  the  Frenchmen  had  never  seen  the  like. 
But  what  he  considers  as  the  greatest  curiosity 
of  all  the  rest,  at  which  the  Frenchmm  all  won- 
dered, and  which  waa  indeed  worthy  of  wonder, 
were  castles  with  images  iq,  like  St.  Paul's 
church :  then  there  were  beasts,  Inrds,  and  fowis, 
with  human  figures  most  excellently  made,  some 
fighting  with  swords,  some  with  guns,  and  othos 
with  cross-bows, — ornaments  not  v&ry  cmMeina- 
tic,  we  should  think,  of  that  porpetoal  peace  and 
tranquillity  which  had  been  so  recently  swtan 
to.  Then  there  were  other  figures  Aiauing  with 
lad^;  some  on  horseback  in  complete  annoor, 
justing  with  long  and  sharp  qiears ;  with  nui^ 
more  strange  devices,  which  even  the  accnrate 
gentleman  usher  acknowledges  he  was  incapable 
of  describing.  But  amongst  all  that  he  noted 
there,  was  a  diess-hoard  made  oi  "  spiee  plate," 
with  men  of  the  same,  and  of  good  propration ;  and 
because  the  Frenchmen  had  the  credit  of  hang 
very  expert  at  that  game,  Wobey  directed  that  it 
dtould  be  given  to  (me  of  the  Frendi  gentlemen, 
ordering,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  proper  case 
should  be  made  for  its  conveyance  to  France. 

Wols^  now  called  f<n-  a  great  boiri  at  gold, 
filled  with  hypocras,  and  putting  ctf  his  cap,  said, 
"  I  drink  a  health  to  the  king  my  sovevayn  lord. 
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and  next  unto  the  king  your  master ;"  and  having 
drank  a  hearty  draught,  "  he  desired  the  grand 
master  to  pledge  him  a  cup,  which  cup  was 
worth  five  hundred  markes;  and  so  all  the  lords, 
in  order,  pledged  Hieae  great  princes." 

Every  thing  Mkd  state  cerem<niy  seems,  from 
henceforward,  to  have  been  laid  aside,  for  the 
wine  was  now  pushed  about  so  laiekly  that  many 
ot  the  Frenchmen  were  obliged  to  be  led  off 
to  thdr  beds.  In  the  midst  of  this  merriment, 
Wolsey  retired  for  a  short  time  to  his  privy- 
chamber,  where  he  took  some  slight  refreshment, 
and  then  returned  to  the  presence-chamber  to 
those  who  were  yet  sober,  where,  by  his  afialnli^ 
and  friendly  familiarity,  he  won  upon  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  all  around  him. 

But  the  night  now  waned,  or  rather  the  mean- 
ing approached ;  and  therefore,  according  to  the 
^  hospitable  custom  of  those '  days,  "  while  they 
were  in  commimication  and  pastime,  all  their 
livery  were  served  to  their  chambers;  ev^y  cham- 
ber had  a  bason  and  ewer  of  silver,  and  a  great 
livery-pot  with  plenty  of  wine  and  sufficient  of 
every  thing." 

In  die  morning  the  whole  party  heard  mass, 
and  stopped  to  dine  with  the  Cardinal,  after  which 
they  set  off  for  Windsor,  whilst  he  letumed  to 
London,  it  being  the  middle  of  term,  and  perhtqis 
also  to  assist  his  majesly  in  the  preparation  of  a 
scene  of  infinitely  greater  magnificence ;  the  whole 
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affair  having  been  preTiously  planned  with  an  af- 
fected cunning  and  secreey,  to  whidi  Henry  seems, 
at  all  times,  to  have  been  very  partial.  The  king, 
in  the  mean  time,  had  given  orders  to  the  proper 
officers  to  prepare  a  banquet  on  a  mudi  more 
magnificent  scale  than  that  at  Hampton-Court ; 
end,  on  the  return  of  the  members  of  the  emliasBy 
from  Windsor,  his  majesty  invited  them  to  GreeiH 
wich,  where  they  dined,  after  which  they  danced, 
and  engaged  in  various  pastimes  until  supper  or 
banquet  time. 

The  banquet-chamber  was  in  the  littie  yard  (d 
the  palace,  as  it  then  stood ;  and  thither  Utey  were 
conducted  by  the  greatest  personages  of  the  court ; 
"  but  to  describe,"  says  Caveodiafa,  "  the  variety 
of  coetly  dishes,  and  the  curious  devises,  my  weak 
ability  end  shallow  capacity  would  much  ecdipee 
the  magnificence  thereof.  But  thus  mudi  take 
notice  of,  that  although  that  banquet  at  Hamptm-  .. 
Court  was  marvellous  sumptuous,  yet  this  ban* 
quet  excelled  the  same  as  much  as  gold  doth  silver 
in  value." 

In  the  midst  of  the  banquet  a  grand  tourna- 
ment was  exhibited  at  the  barriers,  by  gentlemen 
of  fine  forms  and  athletic  powers ;  some  on  foot, 
others  on  horseback ;  but  all  in  complete  annour 
of  the  mcst  gorgeous  kind.  Next  was  there  an 
interlude  performed  in  Latin,  l^  actors  in  superb 
iuney  dresses ;  and  this  over,  then  "  there  came 
a  great  company  of  ladies  and  gentlevomeai,  the 
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chieflest  beauties  in  the  realme  of  En^and,  being  as 
rxbiy  attired  as  cost  could  make,  or  art  deviae,  to 
set  forth  their  gestures,  propwtions,  or  beauties, 
that  they  seraned  to  the  beholders  rather  like 
celestiall  angells  than  terrestriall  creatures,  with 
whom  the  gentlemen  of  France  danced  and  masked, 
every  man  choosing  his  lady  as  his  &ncy  served." 

These  ladies  haviag  at  length  retired,  there 
came  in  another  masque  fMf  ladies,  most  ricibly  aad 
fiindfully  ^tired.  Each  d  those  ladies  took  out 
a  Frenchman  to  dance,  and  surprised  them  very 
mndi  by  speaking  in  their  own  language. 

This  scene  of  i^Kut  and  grandeur  began  at  6ve 
in  the  evening,  and  lasted  until  three  o'dodE  in 
the  morning,  when  "  as  neitJier  health,  wealth, 
nor  pleasure  can  alwayes  last,  so  ended  this  tri- 
umphant banquet,  which  being  past,  seraaed  in  the 
meaning  to  the  beholders  as  a  phantastique  dream." 
'  The  embassy  having  taken  leave  at  court,  pro- 
ceeded to  Westminster  to  pay  their  fiarewell  re- 
spects to  the  Cardinal,  who  received  them  with 
much  pomp,  and  delivered  to  each  what  was  Uien 
called  "  the  king's  reward."  This  is  described  by 
Cavendish,  who  says,  thai  in  the  first  place  every 
man  of  honour  and  estimation  had  plate  presented 
to  him ;  some  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred poun^  and  some  even  as  hi^  as  four  hun- 
dred, llien  there  were  gowns  of  velvet  with  ridh 
furs,  rich  chains  of  gold,  and  many  fine  horses  of 
great  value.    The  lowest  gifts  of  all  were  not  less 
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tliaii .  twenty  cfowhb  ;  and  the  whsAs  bang  disbi- 
buted»  the  embassy  took  tiiear  leave  of  the  CardinaL 
la  the  midst  of  all  this  courtly  gaiety,  a  drcum- 
stance  happened  which  toided  much  to  inflame 
the  popular  prtyudices  against  Wolsey — ^the  anec- 
dote hafi  been  variously  related,  and  there  is  a  dis- 
agreement amfHjgBt  the  narrators  as  to  the  period 
at  which  it  took  place ;  but  there  is  sufficient  rea- 
son to  fix  it  at  this  date,  whilst  part  of  the  on- 
baeey  was  lodged  at  the  Bishop  of  Lcsidoa's,  and 
the  remainder  at  Merchant  Tailors'  Hall.     It  q>- 
pears  th^t  one  evHiing,  as  they  were  retnnung 
from  supp«'  at  Blackfriars  to  their  residence,  two 
boys  happened  to  be  in  a  gutter  casting  down  some 
rubbish  which  the  rain  had  driven  thera    Thess 
boys,  unawares  as  it  was  contended,  threw  some 
of  the  rubbish  so  that  it  hit  a  lacquey  belonging 
to  the  Viscount  of  Tcniraio,  tiiough  without  doing 
him  either  hurt  w  damage ;  but  the  French  lords 
took  up  the  matter  roundly,  as  a  tMng  done  in 
deeiHte ;  and  they  sent  word  of  it  acctnrdingly  to 
Wolsey,  who  being  rather  too  quick  of  belief  and 
fiiBiiniTiiiig  all  iuveatigaticm,  instantly  sent  fcv  Sir 
Thomas  Seymour,  the  Lord  Maycff,  and  eraa- 
manded  him,  upon  his  allegiance,  to  arrest  the 
husband,  wife,  children,  and  servants  of  the  house 
to  which  the  boys  belonged,  and  to  send,  them  to 
priscai,  until  the  king's  pleasure  should  be  i^ 
xlared ;  Imt  the  two  boys,  who  were  appmitices, 
were  to  be  committed  to  the  Tower. 
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This  was  strictly  done,  agreeal^  to  the  order, 
BO  tiiat  the  family  wese  kept  in  tbe  Compter  fat 
the  space  of  six  weeks,  the  naghbours  meet  kindly, 
in  the  mean  time,  taking  care  of  the  house  and 
basiness ;  but  one  of  the  boys  died  in  the  Tower, 
and  by  some  accident  or  ill  ube^  the  other  waa 
rendei^  nearly  lame.  It  is  stated,  in  tiie  old 
Chronicle  already  bo  <rften  quoted,  that  "  of  the 
erueltie  of  the  Cardinall,  and  of  the  pride  of  the 
Fraiehemen,muche  people  spake;  and  they  would 
have  been  revenged  on  the  Frerachemen,  if  wise 
men  in  the  city  had  not  appeased  it  with  &ir 


-  No  aooner  were  these  seenes  of  courtly  di^do- 
maey  at  an  end,  than  Wolsey  became  ^ain  very 
active  against  all  who  were  suspected  of  being 
fHcsdly  to  the  rising  reformation  in  the  church, 
to  irhidi  he  was  most  pow^fiilly  stimulated  t^ 
the  pnUic  reinvofa,  which  were  frequent,  not  tmfy 
against  the  exeessiTe  pomp,  luxury,  and  insolence 
of  the  papal  clergy,  but  also  against  the  assumed, 
and  oBea  abused,  authority  of  the  see  of  Home. 

Two  of  the  most  active  preachers  on  these  sub. 
jects  were  Thomas  Bilney  and  TTiomas  Artiiur, 
who,  in  the  month  of  October,  ldS7,  were  im- 
prisoned by  the  Cardinal's  order ;  and  their  es^ 
minatiott,  which  was  held  on  the  37th  of  No* 
vember,  in  the  Chapter-house  at  Weetminsta', 
took  plaee  in  the  jHresence  of  the  Cardinal  himself, 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bisho]^  of 
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London,  Roehfster,  Ely,  Exeter,  Lincoln,  Bith 
and  Wells,  and  St  Asaph,  aseisted  by  a  numraous 
bench  of  divines  and  lawyers. 

Wobey,  on  this  occasion,  took  on  himself  the 
office  of  examinator,  asking  Bilney  whether  it  were 
troBt  Bs  allied  against  him,  that  he  had  taught 
the  Lutheran  doctrines  to  the  people,  in  opposition 
to  the  detennination  of  the  pope :  to  whicii  Bit- 
nay's  reply  was,  that  he  had  not  to  the  best  of  his 
ki|owtedg»  or  belief  taught  sudi  .opinitms,  or  any 
whatsoevercontraty  to  the  doctrines  of  tbechuzdL 
When  Bilney  was  asked  if  he  had  not  sworn  never 
to  preach  such  doctrines  as  Luther  had  broached, 
but  to  impugn  them  wiienever  uttered,  or  when- 
ever occasion  s^ved,  he  admitted  that  be  had  done 
so,  but  he  denied  the  lawfulness  c£  that  oath :  he 
was,  however,  by  the  Cardinal's  express  ordcx,  now 
forced  to  take  another  oath,  that  he  would  answer 
plainly  to  the  articles  exhibited  against  him,  and 
to  the  errors  preached  by  him,  without  craft,  qn&- 
lifying,  or  leaving  out  any  part  of  the  truth. 

Arthur  was  next  examined,  and  subjected  to  the 
same  course  of  proceeding,  and  particulariy  asked 
if  he  had  not  told  Sir  Thomas  More  that  he  dis- 
believed the  doctrine  of  transubstantaation  ?  Ar- 
thur denied  this,  but  was  not  believed,  thou^  he 
was  allowed  till  noon  to  reconsider  the  ^questifHi, 
'and  to  give  in  his  answer  in  writing. 

At  noon,  however,  the  ecclesiastical  court  beii^ 
again  solemuly  assembled,  Wolsey  thought  innper 
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to  giFG  up  the  managnneiit  of  further  prooeedingB 
to  a  omnmission  of  bishops,  on  the  jdea  that  he 
hiiiiself  was  otherwise  occupied  about  political 
affidrs ;  be  was  also  busily  engaged  in  arranging 
the  royal  grants  in  favour  oi  his  new  coll^[e,  and 
which  had  been  made  out  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  before  his  enemies  bad  excited  suspicions 
against  him  in  Henry's  breast  He  was,  indeed, 
very  active  in  forwarding  die  erection  of  that 
splendid  edifice;. the  ball  of  which  was  now  in 
such  a-state  of  forwardnees,  that  in  the  course  of 
ttiis  year  the  niche  and  statue  <^  the  finmder  were 


placed  over  the  doorway  leading  to  it :  but  other 
cares  now  began  to  press  upon  him. 

We  have  already  noticed,  that  in  a  preceding 
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year,  Wolsey,  as  tbe  king'B  dtief  councillor,  had 
busied  himaelf  in  the  reformation  of  the  royal 
household;  'and,  in  £act,  that  so  did  he  intn^ere 
in  every  thing  connected  with  the  royal  establisb- 
ment,  that  it  was  commonly  aaid  .of  him,  that 
whatever  was  done  was  done  by  him,  and  without 
his  assent  nothing  was  done.  Whilst  taking  so 
mudi  upon  him,  he  is  said  to  have' made  Henry 
believe  that  all  things  should  be  done  to  his  ho- 
nour, and  that  he  himself  needed  not  to  trouble 
himaelf  with  investigaticMi ;  aotbat  to  Wolsey  was 
the  diai^  of  all  things  committed, "  at  the  whidie 
wise  menne  becked,  and  light  menne  laughed, 
thynkyng  great  folly  in  his  high  presumption." 
Nor  did  the  public  animadversion  stop  here ;  for 
when  Henry,  after  the  yielding  up  of  Hampton- 
Court  *,  had  given  him  leave  to  lie  at  Richmond, 
Budi  was  the  general  feeling,  that  "  when  the  com- 
mon people,  and  in  speciall  suche  as  had  been 
Kyng  Henry  the  Seventh's  servauntes,  sawe  the 
Cardinal  kepe  boose  in  the  manor  royall  of  Ridi- 
raond,  whydie  Kyng  Henry  the  Seventh  so  hi^y 
eatemed,  it  was  a  marvell  to  here  howe  tbei 
grudged  and  saied,  see  a  bocher's  dogge  fye  in  the 
manor  qf  Richemond :  these  with  many  appio- 

*  There  is  mndi  coDtradictioa  u  to  the  year  in  wfaicfa 
Hampton -Court  was  given  up  to  the  king ;  bnt,  from  a.  aiefol 
comparison  of  events,  it  Mold  not  have  taken  place  nntil  after 
the  FnaA  embassy  in  Uiia  year.  1^27. 
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Inioas  wordes  were  spc^ea  against  the  Carding, 
whose  pride  was  so  lugh  that  l^e  nothing  r^tu^ed, 
and  yet  was  he  hated  of  moat  men."  In  like  man- 
mr,  during  the  winter  of  this  year,  when  there 
was  a  great  mortality  in  the  metnqMliB,  and  when 
the  king  kept  fan  Christmas  at  Eltham,  with  a 
vtsj  amaU  retinue,  yet  Woleey  resided  at  Ricb- 
HHRid,  "  and  ther  kept  open  houaholde  to  lordes, 
ladies*  and  all  other  tiiat  would  come,  with  plaies 
and  disgnisyng  in  most  royall  maner ;  whiche  sore 
greved  thtf  people,  and  in  espedal  the  kynges  ser- 
Tanntes,  to  se  hym  kepe  an  open  court,  and  the 
l^ng  a  secret  court." 

To  return,  however,  to  the  strict  order  <rf  oar 
narratioii,  we  m^  observe,  that  the  loud  com- 
plaints against  the  Cardinal  towards  Ihe  dose  of 
ISVJ,  for  his  illegal  conduct,  in  many  instances, 
80  alarmed  him  in  respect  to  his  favour  with  the 
king,  that  he  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  pn>< 
ptiate  the  changeable  monarch  by  a  gift  of  the 
superb  mansion  of  Hampton-Court,  which  Heniy 
had  already  looked  upon  with  the  eyes  of  desire. 
He,  therefore,  wrote  a  long  letter  of  humility  and 
of  sorrow  for  having  offended  him ;  bnt  Henry 
fbigave  him,  accepted  the  offemd  propitiation,  and 
returned  as  long  an  answer  under  his  own  hand, 
concluding  tfans^-"  I  ensure  you  (and  I  pray  you 
think  it  so)  that  there  remaineth  at  this  hour  no 
sparii  of  displeasure  towards  you  in  my  heart : 
and  thus  Are  you  wdl,  and  be  no  more  perplext 
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Wii^ten  with  the  hand  of  your  loving  aoveniyn 
and  friend.  "  Henry  R."  , 

But  8tiU  the  people  were  not  satisfied,  even  after 
his  return  to  royal  &Tour ;  many  accusations  were 
d^y  passing  against  him  in  public  amTCTsatkni : 
in  p8rticnlar>  tiitxe  was  a  very  serious  diaige 
against  him  in  regard  to  the  manor  of  the  More, 
in  Hertfordshire,  which  howevo-  was,  in  a  great 
measure,  forgot,  until  brought  jxp  in  jndgmcait  - 
against  his  monory  in  the  tenth  year  of  EUaabedl, 
as  more  fully  stated  in  Sttype's  Memorials,  where 
it  is  Boid,  that  wishing  to  enlarge  the  parlc  Uierc; 
and  to  miake  other  alterations,  he  unjnstiy  seised 
and  took  away  from  one  William  Heydcm,  of  Brit- 
well,  in  that  coimty,  a  messuage  called  Tolpotts, 
and  one  hundred  and  seren^  acres  of  land  be> 
hn^ing  to  it.  Having  expelled  Heydtm  from  pos- 
sessiim,  he  enclosed  one  hundred  and  tw^nty-^iinc 
acres  in  the  park,  appropriated  tiiree  acres  for'  a 
h^hway  from  Rickmansworth  to  Watford,  and 
the  remainder  he  let  out  to  yarious  tenuits.  Hey- 
don,  on  being  put  out  of  poBseaaioa,  went  tinou^ 
the  form  oi  surrender  to  the  kird  of  the  manor, 
fiv  the  nse  of  his  own  younger  eon  Thomas ;  bnt 
this  was  of  no  avail,  for  the  king  seized  it  on  the 
death  of  Wolsey,  as  part  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster ;  the  same  having  been  a  grant  to  Wolsqr 
in  his  days  of  royal  favour. 

But  it  was  not  by  iiguries  d<Hie  to  subjects 
ak>ne  that  pt^ular  feeling  was  excited;  for  his 
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tteadiBf;  60  dose  as  he  did  upmi  the  heels  of 
royalty  was  a  great  Bource  of  disgust  and  damoor. 
We  have  already  noticed  the  public  sentiments  in 
regard  to  hia  conduct,  especially  at  Bidimraid ;  bat 
therQ  was  another  point  which  produced  e^ual  dis- 
satififiiction,  in  respect  to  the  Tomb-hoose^  now  the 
royal  mausoleum,  adjoining  to  the  chapel  of  St 
George  at  Windsor,  which  was  first  built  by  Houy 
VII.  as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  himself  and  qiieeii, 
but  given  up  for  the  superb  and  now  veaexatiy 
renovated  chapel  at  Weetminster  Abb^.  It  had 
be^i  from  that  period  neglected ;  and  Wolsey>  cer- 
tainly with  a  most  imjustifiable  de^free  of  vanity, 
the  place  in  question  being  within  the  precincts 
of  a  royal  residence,  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from 
his  gen^vua,  but  ofl^i  thoughtless,  ro3ral  patron. 
His  intention  in  procuring  this  grant  was  to  fit 
up  the  building  for  his  burial-place;  for  whidi 
purpose  he  commenoed  the  erection  of  a  most 
sumptuous  monumoit  in  the  centre,  so  rieb  in  its 
proposed  dec»rati<mB,  that  years  must  have  el^ised 
to  finish  it :  but  his  disgrace  j»«vented  its  com- 
pletion, after  which  it  was  neglected,  tbough  not 
dismantled,  until  the  dvil  wars  of  Charies  and 
the  Parliament,  when  it  was  completely  deqxriled 
of  all  its  splendid  onuunents  *. 


*  It  i>  a  cnrioni  &ct,  that  in  1718,  George  I.  fitted  np  the 
hall  >t  HuDpton-Conrt  as  a  theatre ;  and  that  after  its  bring 
opened  im  the  23d  of  September  with  Hamlet,  a  second  re- 
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This  ^«ar  also  presents  another  extirafflrdinary 
pnxx^  not  only  of  Qis  inBolence,  but  also  of  the 
cupidity  of  Wolsey,  in  his  conduct  towards  his 
fvondam  proteg^  Lord  Pacy,  bnt  now  Earl  of 
Northumberland  by  the  recent  demise  of  his  fo- 
ther,  the  magnificent  earl  of  that  name.  The 
yvung  earl  had  not  forgotten  Wolsey's  conduct 
in  r^;ard  to  the  Lady  Anne  Boleyn ;  and  Wolsey 
hluiMlf  seems  to  have  been  impelled  by  some 
secret  feeling  of  enmity ;  when,  by  an  extrsor- 
dlnary  streteh  o£  power,  to  whidi  the  earl  thought 
it  pmdent  to  sulanit,  he  demanded  the  choral 
books  of  the  deceased  lord  for  the  use  of  his  own 
diapeL  There  Is  a  fragment  of  a  letter  on  this 
mbject  still  extant,  where  ibe  earl  says — 

**  I  do  perceayff  my  Lorde  CardinalTs  pleasonr 
ys  to  have  soch  boks  as  was  in  the  chapele  of  my 
lat  1«^1  and  tihythn-  (woe  soil  Jhu  pard<ni).  To 
the  acoomplydmient  of  which,  at  your  Aesyer,  I 
am  omfibrmable,  notwithstanding  I  trust  to  be 
aUe  ons  to  set  up  a  chapeU  off  myne  owne.  I 
shall  wiUi  all  sped  send  up  the  hc^  unto  my 
kird's  grace,  as  to  say  liij  Andfifonars  *,  audi  as  I 
think  wher  not  seen  a  gret  wyit — v  Gb-aHs— -an 
Orderarly — a  Manud — Tiij  ProssesBionw." 

presentation  took  place  on  the  lat  of  October,  when  Shake- 
Bpeare's  Henry  VIII.  or  the  F&ll  ofWolsey,  was  perfonned 
on  this  very  spot,  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  greatest 
splendour ! 
*  Aodphonen — Gradnals — Onfin^— Procesiionuis. 
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But  tboa^  tbe  faintest  Engli^  notiUky  were 
long  forced  to  crooeh  irt  the  nod  of  Woiaey^  y^ 
there  was  an  Irish  earl,  who,  even  as  a  state  pri- 
■oner,  treated  him  as  he  deserved,  and  showed  him 
that  the  dignity  (^  man  would  not.  always  bow 
before  a  haughty  churchman,  who  set  himself  ttpt 
next  to  Qod,  above  all  civil  power.  This  was 
Cksald,  £arl  of  Kildare,  recently  l4ord  Deputy  oS 
Iidand,  and  who,  being  accused  of  winking  ^.the 
rdiellions  prooeediogB  of  Lord  Desmond,  was  oi^ 
dered  to  appear  befcac  the  English  counal.  He 
obeyed  the  amnmtnts ;  but  instead  oi  immediate 
investigation,  he  was  obliged  to  dancti  attutdancs 
at  court,  and  it  was  only  with  much  difficulty  that 
he  could  have  his  case  brought  to  a  hearing.  It 
is  recorded  of  thi*  e^F^^ninationi  that  the  members 
ti  the  council  were  diveady  affected  towairds  him, 
bat  that  "  the  CardinaU  Lord  Chancellor  disliked 
his  cause,  oomfivted  his  accusers,  and  eaiforced  the 
articles  objected,  and  what  else  ^soever  could  be 
gathered  thereof." 

After  opening  the  council,  W<dsey  addressed 
Kildare,  "  I  wotte  well,  my  lord,  that  I  am  not 
the  meetest  man  at  this  boMde  to  durge  you  with 
these  treaaom,  because  it  bath  {deased  Mxne  ai 
your  follows  to  report  that  I  am  a  professed 
enany  to  all  pobility,  and  namely  to  the  Ge- 
raldiues :  hut  seeing  every  coarse  b(^  can  eay  as 
much  when  he  is  controlled,  and  sedng  these 
points  are  so  wei^^i^,  that  they  should  not  be 
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disaembled  of  ub,  and  so  ^iptieakthat  tkcy  cannot 
be  denied  of  you,' I  must  hxrt  leave,  aofctntk- 
standing  yoor  stale  slander,  to  be  the  moatfa  of 
(liese  honourable  at  this  preaeot,  and  to  -  tramp 
yonr  treasons  in  your  wsy,  howsoerer  yaa.  taks 
me." 

He  &ea  stated  the  aoouatioiiB  against  Des- 
mond, and  asked  Kildare  what  letters,  what  mes- 
sages, what  tfireats  had  been  sent  to  him,  to  in^ 
duce  him  to  i^iprehend  Desmond,  and  yet  it  bid 
not  been  done? 

"Why  so ?"^  rejdled  Kildam,  ^'fonooth  I  could 
not  catch  him." 

"  Nay,  nay  I  earl,"  rejoined  Wolsey,  "  foisoodi 
you  would  not  watch  him." 
■  Then  repeating  tlie  ntioae  ezcuBea  vbieh  Kil- 
dare  had  made  in  his  despotcfaes  for  the  mm.  arrest 
of  Desmond,  he  added,  "  I  wis,  my  lord,  there  be 
ahrewd  bugs  in  the  borders  for  the  Elaii  of  Kildare 
to  fear  that  eacl,  nay  Uie  King  of  Kildare,  for 
idien  you  are  disposed  you  reign  more  like  dian 
rale  in  the  land :  where  you  are  the  molidoua,  the 
truest  subjects  stand  fyr  Irish  encanies ;  whae  yon 
are-  pleased,  the  Irish  enemies  BttOid  fin*  dotifiU 
subjects !  ■  Hearts  and  hands,  Ijres  and  lands,  axe 
all  at  your  curtesy.  Who  &wnetii  not  tiiereon,  he 
cannot  rest  within  your  smell ;  ai^  your  smdl  is 
80  rank,  that  you  treat  them  at  your  pleasure !" 

During  this  vituperative  haiBngue,  which  had 
lasted  for  seme  time,  end  ef^ieaicd  Ukdy  to  last 
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miMb  talker,  ikeemAhaA  frsqunitly  cte&d  and 
ttaagid  oricur.andnuaifeEited  a  prnnpt  deaiEe  to 
anstFfir  evoy^  atiittDca  as  h  vae  nMnfid ;  but  be 
liBd  Kslrsincd  hinaBcilf  thus  far^  i^en  at  last  tat 
fawM  Jbrth  bayiiig :' "  Mjr  Lord  efaancellor/i  iw 
seech  yioii,  pudon  me^  I  am  Aori  witted;  aad 
foa^  I  perceive,  intend  a  Img  tale.  H  yea  fsw- 
eeed  ia  Itds  order,  lialf  thy  purgatinn  -will  be  loit 
fixr  lade  of  carri&ge;  I  have  no' school  trldcB^  ndr 
art  of  memcny.  Bxcspt  ymtfaea^  me  nSiileil'Tbi- 
iaemher  joor  ww&,  your' second  process  witt 
Inmmer  out  the  formir" 

Stowt  now  tells  ub,  that;  the  lords  lassociatei  wM 
for  the  most  part  tendevly  loved  Kildaic,  andlmew 
the  Cardinal's  manner  of  taunts  bo  loathBrane,  m 
wherettiUi  they  were  tried  many  years  before, 
humbly  besou^t'his'grace  to  chai^  himdirectiy 
with  partJctdazBt  aiid  to  dwell  on  sekne  one  mattisi^ 
until  it  were  exsmfaied  tharougbiy-  The  CardiMd 
having  acceded  to  tiiis,  Z^ord  Kitdare  then  said : 

"  It-iB  good  reaiton  ^t  your  grace  hear  tAie 
moutlt  of  thid  chamber,  but,  my  \ord,  those  moutiu 
tiiat  put  thiff  tale  into  your  mohdr  are  very  wf da 
mouths ;  midi  as  indeed  have  gapM  long  ficr  my 
wredc,  and  now,'  fbr  want  of  better  stuff,  are  foin 
to  fill  tiieir  moutiis'  with  smc^ !"  He  theb  pn> 
dsaded  with  his-  own  defence,  duiiig  which  he 
made  a  reonarh  highly  worthy  of  notice  and  at- 
tentioD  at  the  presmt  moment,  saytng:  **  LiWe 
know  you,  my  lord,  bow  necwsaiy  it  is,  not  <mly 

E  E  S 

D,q,i,.cdb.GooyIc 


4M  WOLSET.  THE  CAHDINAL, 

ftff  the  govemor*  but  ako  for  ewery  nofalanui  in 
Ireland,  to  haaper  his  vadvil  nei^tboors  at  dis* 
areCkm ;  wherain  if  tiie^  waited  fivproceaBof  lav, 
and  had  not  thoBe  livca  and  lands  you  speak  of 
wfthin  their  reach,  they  might  hap  to  lose  thdr 
own  lives  and  lands  wiAout  law.  You  bear  of  a 
case,  as  it  were  in  a  dream,  and  fetA  not  the  smart 
that  Texeth  us."  He  then  drew  a  picture  of  the 
diffemnt  states  o£  En^and  and  Ireland ;  and,  in 
aOuaion  to  the  Cardinal's  tannta  about  his  power, 
he  said,  **  As  ttnidiii^  my  kingdom,  my  kMrd,  I 
would  jron  and  I  had  exdanged  kingdoma  bat 
fiar  ona  mtmth,  I  would  trust  to  gather  up  more 
crumbs  in  that  space  than  twice  the  rcvaxaeB  tit 
my  pow  earldcm.  But  yon  are  well  and  warm ; 
and  BO  hold  you,  and  upbraid  not  me  with  such 
an  odious  Sum.  I  sleep  cm  a  cabin,  when  yon  lie 
soft  in  your  bed  of  down.  X  serve  tinder  the 
tuiopy  of  heaven,  when  you  are  served  ondCr  a 
canopy.  I  drink  water  out  o£  my  scull"  (hand). 
"  when  ye  drink  wine  out  of  goldoi  ci^  My 
eourser  is  trained  to  the  field,  when  your  gennet 
is  tan|^  to  amble.  When  you  are  bfr-graced,  and 
b&^ordedr  and  crouched  and  kneeled  unto,  then 
find  I  amall  grace  with  our  Iriahbfnrdeieca,  exoept 
I  cut  them  off  by  the  knees." 

When  he  had  proceeded  thus  Car,  the  Cardinal, 
We  are  UAA^  perceived  that  Kildare  was  no  bobe^ 
and  rose  frtrin  ibe  council  taUe  in  a  great  fume 
and  fiBiy,  osmnitting  the  eaii,  lud  poa^Mming  (he 
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affair  until  further  prooft,  and  more  direct,  could 
be  received  bwa  Ireland.  -But  the  more  import- 
ant eventB  of  the  royal  divorce  are  now  crowding 
on  U8,  and  we  hasten  to  open  a  new  aectioii. 
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1628— ISSO. 

War  with  tbe  Emperor — Wolaey's  political  Dvplidty  detected 
— DecUnea  Id  the  Royal  0[Hiiioii — Commercial  R«giiladoni 
— Henry's  first  confidential  Interconrae  with  Wolaey  in 
regard  to  Anne  Boleyn — ^Eact^  of  the  Pope,  and  hia  Bulls 
in  leapect  to  the  proposed  Dirorce — Ecdeeiastical  Con- 
anltntiona  at  Home — Cardinal  Cnmpttma  arriTaa — ^Tem- 
porizing Condnct  of  the  Pope  and  Cardinal! — ^W<dsey 
qtpointed  Bishop  of  Windieate^rlVial  for  Dirorce,  it» 
Proceedings  and  Anecdotes — 'Unexpected  TerminaUon— 
Henry's  Anger  i^^nst  Wolsey,  and  open  Neglect  of  the 
latter — Rise  of  Cranmer — Wolsey's  Decline  genetally 
known— Political  Anecdotes  of  Anne  Boleyn— Wolsey  pro- 
secuted for  Crimea  and  Misdemeanors  in  the  King's  Ben^ 
—Is  forced  to  resign  the  Seals^^rdered  to  retire  to 
Esher— Impeached  in  Parliament,  bnt  it  fails — Hia  Pro- 
perty seized  for  the  King — Specious  Conduct  of  the  King 
and  Anne  Boleyn  towards  him—Rdelity  of  CrMnwel^— 
Dismissal  of  hia  Honadiold— Parliamentary  Anecdotes- 
Prosecution  under  Premunire-~OiTes  np  York-Homs^- 
Visited  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  with  Assurances  of  Royal 
FaTonr— Original  Letters,  &g. — Charges  of  Impeardiment 
Bg^nst  Wolsey— Dangerous  Illness,  and  courtly  FaTonrs — 
Redrea  to  Richmond — Receirea  various  Presents  from  the 
King,  and  seta  ttf  for  his  ArAbisboprio — ^Effecta  of  hk 
Downfall— TVan  sections  and  Anecdotes  of  his  Jonraey— 
Residence  at  Cawood — Proposed  Installation  at  Yoi^ — 
Arrest  as  a  State  Prisoner — Joomey  towards  London- 
Anecdotes— Illness— Arrivea  at  Leicester  Abbey— Dxath 
— Funeral — Ulterior  Proceedings,  &c.  fcc-  tic. 
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DnxiNO  the  latter  part  <^  1527*  and  up  to 
1A38,  Wolaey  waa  deftly  engaged  in  potiUosl  nth 
gotiatioaa  with  ^win ;  and  these  of  a  nature,  we 
&ar,  neither  honouraUe  to  his  )oyaltj,  nw  to  hia 
patriotism.  The  exact  object  of  these  diplomatic 
manoenvree  it  is  difficult  now  to  ascertain;  for 
whilst  the  English  public  accused  the  Cardinal  of 
bringing  on  the  war  with  Spain,  the  pope  was  ao 
irapreaaed  with  the  idea  of  WoIbqt'h  friendship  for 
the  emperor,  that  he  eren  made  an  offer,  through 
the  Eq^h  ^voy  at  Rome,  (hat  if  the  Cardinal 
idiould  take  a  journey  into  Spain,  he  would  accom- 
pany him,  and  that  they  should  proceed  In  quality 
of  two  l^ates,  acting  conjointly  as  Tested  mCh 
equal. powers. 

We  Aall  not  attempt  to  leamdle  these  dif- 
ficulties, but  merely  state  the  fact,  that  war  was 
dedared  against  Spain  early  in  1528.  But  this 
declaratiou  <^  war  against  the  emperw  seems  to 
have  put  the  seal  upon  Wolsey's  ruin,  frtnn  a  dis- 
covery that  c(Hnpletely  destroyed  Henry's  cou^ 
fidence  hi  him. 

,Wolsey  had  not  only  told  the  pec^le^  bat  also 
assured  the  king,  in  wder  to  induce  him  to  dedaie 
war,  that  the  emperor  in  Spain  had  imprisoned 
Dr.  Lee,  the  English  ambassador,  also  the  French 
and  Venetian  ambassadors;  for  which  insult  no- 
thing but  war  ought  to  be  thought  o£  Yet  it'  is 
a  fact,  that  he  well  knew,  at  the  same  time,  that 
Cliarles  paid-  every  attentiop  to  the  English  am- 
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btBsadtv,  And  had  never  restrained  hia  Ubniy  in 
the  elightcBt  d^ree:  but  he  had  the  hardihood  to 
make  retaliation  upon  the  imperial  ambaflaador  in 
England,  thongh  for  a  short  time  only,  layiiq^  the 
blame  upon  false  intelligence  from  the  Prendt 
ambaasadorB.  The  whole  of  this  was  vtryOocAxd 
policy,  espedally  as  it  was  merely  firom  private 
revenge;  and  this  appeared  when  the  French  am- 
baasadOTa  were  stated  to  have  tM  Ae  same  story^ 
to  the  king.  AnoUier  overdgfat  was  hia  saying 
diat  Clarendenx,  die  Bn^iiAi  h»ald,  had  made 
the  defiance  of  the  emperor  without  the  king's 
orders.  Nay,  he  went  further ;  fw  he  even  excowd 
himself  to  the  imperial  ambaesadca',  \ry  asmrfog 
him,  that  for  this  presumptuous  act,  Clarendrax 
diould  suffer  death  at  Calais  <hi  his  retom  from 
Spain. 

The  ambassador  wrote  all  this  to  his  master, 
and  sent  his  letters  by  post  into  Spain ;  but,  at 
Bayonne,  the  officer  in  commimd  diere,  no  dodbt 
by  a  settled  plan  of  the  Frmch  king,  had  the  let- 
ters opened  and  copied.  When  CSarendenz,  in 
his  return  from  Spain,  passed  dirougfa  Bayonn^  ' 
the  officer  there  very  kindly  showed  him  the  copy 
of  the  imperial  ambassador's  despatdi ;  the  eon- 
tents  of  which  could  not  fail  to  strike  the  herald 
with  surprise :  but  as  he  trusted  to  his  own  fiiir 
conduct,  and  to  the  gnaee  <tf  bis  soverelgi:^  he^ 
ptuhed  on  fbr  Bngland,  and  mi  his  arrival  at 
Boulogne  heard  the  same  story.     Pradenoe  na> 
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turaOytold  Inin  to  be tm  his  gaard,8nd  therefore, 
instead  <^  proceeding  by  Calais,  he  hired  a  vesiel 
at  Boulopie,  landed  at  Rye,  and  instantly  pro- 
ceeded  to  Hampton-Coart,  where  he  was  intro- 
duced into  the  royal  presence  by  Sir  Nicholas 
Carew,  before  Wolsey  had  even  got  intelligence 
of  hig  arriral.  There  he  showed  to  the  king 
three  letters  which  the  Cardinal  had  written  to 
hiu),  whilst  at  the  Spankh  court  oa  other  boai- 
ness,  ordering  him  to  make  the  defiance  before 
the  declaration  of  war:  he  also  assured  his  ma- 
jesty of  the  falsehood  <rf  the  story  about  the  un- 
baseadors*  ioqirisomnent ;  showing,  at  the  same 
Ume,a  chain  of  gold,  worth  seven  hundred  ducats, 
which  the  emperor  had  given  to  him ;  and  pro- 
ducing a  cojry  of  the  deqtatdies,  which  was  given 
to  him  at  Bayonne. 

When  Hevry  had  heard  all  these  cutnmistances 
eleariy  related,  hesat  for  a  long  time  in  deep  on- 
templation ;  and,  at  length,  exclaimed :  **  Oh ! 
Lord  Jesu !  he  that  I  trusted  most  told  me  all 
these  things  contrary!  Well,  Clarendeux,  I  will 
be  no  more  of  light  credence  hereafter ;  tor-  now  I 
see  perfectly  that  I  am  made  to  believe  the  thing 
that  was  never  done."    -  ^ 

To  diis  we  shall  add  one  sentence  firom  Hall, 
who  8ay»— ''  Then  the  kyng  sent  for  the  Cardinall, 
and  privily  talked  with  hym ;  but  iriutaoever  he 
aaied  to  him,  the  Cardinall  was  not  very  mcrry^ 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


430  WOLSEY,  THE  CABDINAL, 

Qnd,  aAcr  that  tynwt  the  kyng  myBbiuted  hym 
ever  after." 

Wolsey  was  bo  affected  bjr  the  evident  &Uiiig 
off  of  the  royal  confidence,  joined  to  bis  loss  of 
pqnilaiity,  that  he  bc^g^an  at  length  to  try  at  a  re- 
covery of  the  latter,  especially  with  the  dotiiieiB 
and  other  manttfactnrcre,  who  were  already  great 
sufferers  by  this  improvident  war ;  for  the  mer- 
chants not  ezpcMtiug  either  into  Spain  <h:  Gkv- 
□uuiy  as  before,  had  all  their  recent  pnrchasea 
laying  npcm  their  hands;  so  that  the  clothiers  from 
Kent,  Essex,  Wiltshire,  and  Suffolk,  when  th«y 
brought  their  dotiu  to  BlackwelUiall,  could  find 


The  mode  of  {Rroceeding  by  Wolsey,  upon  tluB 
oceaffitm,  gives  such  a  curious  picture  of  the  tlaifla» 
that  we  cannot  omit  it.  His  first  stei^  under 
sanction  t^  the  king  and  council*  was  to  assemUe 
the  principal  merchants  of  Ltaidtm,  to  whwn  he 
said— 

"  ^rs,  the  king  is  informed  that  you  use  not ' 
yonrselTas  like  merchants,  but  like  grarien  and 
artificers ;  for  where  the  doUUers  do  daily  brinir 
cloth  to  your  market  for  your  ease  to  their  great 
cost,  and  there  be  ready  to  sell  thnn,  you  of  your 
wilfulness  will  not  buy  them,  as  you  have  been 
accustomed  to  do :  what  manner  of  men  be  yon  ? 
I  tell  yon  that  the  king  strictly  oranmaDdetfa  you, 
to  buy  their  dotbs,  as  before  time  yoa  have  baen 
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to  do,  upon  pain  of  his  hi^  di»> 

To  this  actzaordinary  mandate  the  merchants 


.  "  M7  Losd,  70U  know  well  that  we  have  had 
no  trade  outward  these  twelve  months  past ;  and 
We  hare  ao  many^  cloths  mi  our  hands,  that  we 
.  know  not  how  to  otter  tiiem :  therefore  it  were 
great  kiss  to  us  to  buy  any  more.  Wherefore  we 
trust  you  will  not  move  us  to  buy  tiie  thing  which 
WB  cannot  utter;  for  in  all  places  our  vent  is 
flopped  and  forMdden."  . 

"  Wdl,"  said  the  Cardinal,  "  if  you  will  not  buy 
the  cloths  at  JBlackwell-hall,  they  bIibII  be  brougfat 
to  the  Whitehfdl  at  Westminster ;  and  so  you  vi 
Ixmdon  ahall  lose  the  liberty ;  and  the  king  shall 
buy  them  all,  and  sell  them  to.merchant  strangers." 

^^en,"  answered  a  wise  merchant,  "myLord* 
tJie  king  may  buy  them  as  well  at  Blackwell-haU. 
if  it  please  him,  and  the  strangers  will  ^adtier 
receive  them  there  than  at  Westminster." 

"  You  shall  JoA  order  that  matter,'*  interrupted 
Wobey,  "  and  first  I  will  send  into  London,  to 
know  wiiat  cloths  you  have  in  your  hai^ ;  imd 
that  done,  the  king  and  his  council  shall  qipoint 
who  shall  buy  the  cloths,  I  warrant  you,"— -(zn<j 
with  this  ansaxr  the  Londoners  departed! 

But  it  was  not  to  the  manufacturing  part  of  the 
popul^on  alone  that  Wolsey  wished  to  e»nue 
himself  as  the  promoter  of  hoetilitiee;  forhecalled 
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B  large  meethig  of  the  hi^wr  ofden  in  Hie  stir 
chamber,  where  he  made  a  yery  \<mg  speedi,  dis- 
avowing all  the  dia^es  made  ^lainst  him,  yet 
expressing  himself  in  a  cautioas  jemitical  manner, 
that  secsBB  to  hare  had  wry  little  effect  vpaa  Us 


Upm  this  a  cotcanporary  annaliat  qnBiiitly  and 
briefly  ranarin  that,  "  after  Wolsey  had  made  his 
speech  in  the  star  chamber,  some  knoded  odio: 
on  the  elbow,  and  said  softly,  he  lieth ;  other  said 
that  evil  will  never  said  wdl ;  other  said  Uiat  the 
Frendi  crowns  made  him  speelc  ill  of  the  on- 
peror;  fant  they  that  knew  aQ  that  you  have  heard 
befinre,  sud  that  it  was  shame  for  him  to  lie  in 
snch  an  audience." 

Whibt  such  was  the  popular  soitiment,  tiw 
falling  Cardinal  could  find  but  little  suj^n^  Cram 
die  people  against  the  finiwns  of  the  court ;  yet 
he  seems  to  have  been  possessed  either  of  an  in- 
dqiendence  or  obstinacy  of  mind  that  bore  him 
up  amidst  his  trouUes,  though  still  leadii^  lijiw 
into  a  tminous  policy  which  certain^  hastraed 
his  downftll.  Feriiaps  he  depended  too  nmdi  on 
his  ecdesiastical  power — but  important  evcnta 
now  msb  on ! 

The  king's  affection  for  Anne  Boleyne  had  long 
been  known  at  court ;  but  it  was  not  until  about 
the  present  period  that  itwaa  spoken  ci  openly, 
nr  that  Henry  omvezBed  with  Wolsey  rai  the  sub- 
ject.   A  confidential  disdosnie»  however,  now  took 
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place,  but  b^  no  means  to  Wolecy's  ntis&ctiei^ 
for  he  is  said  to  have  gone  repeatedly  on  his  kneei 
to  the  kii^  to  dnwmUle  faim  from  it,  bat  in  raiiL 
landing,  at  length,  that  die  matter  was  likely  to 
take  a  Braioos  turn,  Wolsey  &h  that  it  was  hy  no 
means  safe  for  Urn  to  risk  the  respomdbtlitjr  of 
audi  an  affair ;  accordingly  he  requested  his  ma- 
jeaty'a  leave  to  take  the  <^Hnion  of  the  most 
Jaamed  men  in  the  kingdom,  ecdeiiBBtifsl,  l^al, 
-and  civilian;  and  his  request  being  granted,  lie, 
'l)y  yirtoB  of  his  aothcvity  as  papal  locate,  snm- 
nkoned  all  the  bishop  and  the  most  learned  from 
the  univenities  to  meet  at  Westminster,  for  the 
purpose  of  omsnltation. 

The  meeting  t»ok  {dace ;  but  after  long  and 
repeated  debates,  it  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
case  was  too  difficult  to  be  decided  on :  yet  it  was 
tJKHight  expedient  to  have  further  investigation, 
by  seuding  commissionejs  to  all  the  universities 
Iwtib  at  famne  and  al»tiad,  thud  to  have  the  case 
argued  substantially,  as  to  the  legality  oi  divorce, 
whidi  was  accordingly  done,  at  the  king's  expense 
bif^  bribes  being  given,  which  in  a  short  time 
produced  a  wtmderful  unanimity  anunigst  the 
learned,  all  over  Europe. 

In  December  of  the  preceding  year,  the  pope 
had  escaped  firom  his  captors  to  Orvieto,  where 
be  held  his  court  in  poverty  and  priva^ ;  anA 
there  he  was  met  by  the  English  envt^  d»- 
apakiied  I^^  H«ry  in  regard  to  his  scnqdes,  to 
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wbom  Hb  granted  a  eomxmantm  fior  pToceediBg  to 
divwce  throng  the  fonns  of  a  trial ;  but  sooa 
aftn  St^Aen  GardiosE  aaA  Fox  were  sent  to  On- 
vieto  with  the  draft  of  a  new  oommiMkn  to  ffl 
vp  ob  dw  sameaul^ect. 

In  Mardi  tke  uegoliationB  a{lpsared  to  take  a 
dedsivi  kute,  and  in  April  a  bull  'was  wmobA  bf 
Pbpe  Clemeat,  ordstiag  further  sta^  to  be  tabm; 
Jullowdl  up  by  noodaKX  in  June,  dntc^  fcran-Vi- 
terbo,  and  in  which  Wols^  and  Campdus  i^oe 
jnntly  dunked  with  a  decretal  of  ^seiABtlon  of 
morria^:  the  lattes,  however,  was  to' be  bnjug^ 
orer  l^  Campdos  hinael^  for  the  flhal  aniange^ 
ment  of  the  affair. 

'  The  Enj^Urii  envoys,  experienced  great  diffi- 
ciiitles  in  bringing  the  affariT-  thas  fiv ;  for  the 
VOpe  iAt  gnat  dread  ai  the  en^eror,  and  wa 
fieaifiil  of  (lending  him  by  authorising  tfae  in- 
tended  iiuult  to  hia  aunt:  but  Oteae  were  got  over 
by  the  spirit  of  the  embany,  widch  aasleted'  aS 
Stej^en  Oaidiner,  nnder  Uie  feigi»d  name 'of  Mr. 
fiteryns,  Sir  Qregaty  de  Casialis,  Sir  Francis 
Brian,  and  Mr.  Peter  Vannes.  '  They  seem  to 
have  bem  tmgaged  in.  a  very  tortuous  di(rioma<y; 
but  at  this  period  both  the  king  and  Wviasy 
appeared  disposed  to  act  with  more  spirit  towards 
tile  Bomanpohtaff  and  his  court:  forwefindintfae 
Harleian  CoUeotson  (No.  396.  l^.)  a  lettef  j  or  de- 
^atch,  from  Wolsey  himself  in  which  he  uqweaa^ 
inftHiDs  the  embassy  that  skioe  the  pope  appears 
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to  depend  so  abtohitelyi^oii  the  empemr,  that  hxi 
dare  not  to  do  any  thu^  which  would  displease 
fcfaD,  and  that  io  the  weighty  case  of  the  diTone 
he  has  erai  dedared  himself  a  party;  ao  the  Idngj 
being  at  length  conTiuoed  that  no  airaMgmraita 
dm  be  made  witit  him,  will,  himself,  proceed  to 
the  deeUdOD  at  home,  hy  virtue  aS  the  cfHunussion 
already  granted  to  him  (Wolsey)  Uid  to  the  Car- 
dtnal  Campeiufl. 

For  this  purpose  he  therefore  seM  an  order  of 
tetal  to  betii  GardiDMr  and  Sir  EVands  Brian;  the 
Idng  ^ropodng  that  the  former  sUouId  draw  np 
the  proeew,  and  assist  in  all  other  points  connected 
with  the  l3ial.  At  the  same  time,  he  directed 
them  to  a|^y  to  the  pope  for  an  enlargement  of 
the  former  commission  to  the  two  caidinals.  Bat 
his  hif^est  refinement  of  caroOked  policy  was  to 
get  a  hew  "  pollicitation,"  whidii  if  well  managed', 
Jie  obserres  mcy  be  as  usefiil  to  the  king  as  the 
CMnmission  decretal ;  and  tbe  mode  he  proposed 
for  doing  this  was  that  Gardner  should  pret^id 
that  the  finmer,  which  was  now  found  to  be  too 
nindi  limited,  had  got  wet  im  the  way  to  Eng- 
latad,  and  was  diereby  become  illegible.  He  then 
directs  Gtardimr,  in  tbe  drawing  np  of  a  new  one, 
that  he  should  slip  in,  Airtiyely,  sucii  words  and 
exincssions  as  m^t  be  most  to  the  kilig's  ad- 
Tantage. 

Perhaps  Wolsey  thought  forgery  was  foif,  and 
was  in  this  case  only  what  is  fomiliarly  called 
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**tSAtarUAf  for  it  appears  that  there  was  Bbroi^ 
leaBcm  to  believe  that  a  bric^Tery  material  in  the 
cftuse,  and  recently  sent  fimn  Rome  to  En^and  as 
official,  aa  relatiiig  to  Btaaift  mamage  with  Ka^ 
thariiKvwaBiuJbctatriekof  the  adverse  party  ia 
the  ocHiclave.  The  ground  of  soapickm  was,  that 
at  the  court  of  Roine  th^  had  two  different  modea 
of  ^fAing  briefe  and  bulls ;  beginning  the  year  tor 
briefe  at  the  nativity,  but  for  bulls  at  the  incanut* 
tiMi:  but  this  brief  was  dated"  A.  D.150S.Pon- 
tificatos  Julii*  anno  primo,"  and  thus*  by  the  year, 
was  aetnally  dated  before  Julius  had  ascended  the 
pi^ial  diair.  Wolsey  therefore  desired  the  can* 
bassy  to  inquire  particularly  whether  the  year,  as 
to  briefi,  was  reckoned  from  Christmas,  or  Emm 
New-year's  day  ? 

To  the  part  of  the  embassy  stiU  left  at  JUhb^ 
he  gave  special  directions,  that  they  "  must  have 
a  vigilant  ie  qiecyaUie  r^ardioge  and  haricattnge 
to  provyde,  stt^pe,  and  lette,  that  no  advocatioB 
of  the  cause,  revocation  of  the  two  legates'  ooBt- 
mission,  inhibydcm,  recusation,  aj^Uatim,  or 
other  acte,  whiche  maye  in  anie  thyi^  empeach, 
disturbe,  protracte,  or  delaye  the  kuage's  caoscv  be 
at  the  courte  of  Rome  admitted,  passed,  or  eon* 
srated,  att  any  th'  emperor's,  the  queene's,  or 
theire  agent's  requisitirais,  porsute,  or  instance 
made  or  to  be  made  there." 

But  to  return  to  affidrs  at  hrane ;  we  ought  to 
record  here  thatwhea  theepinicmB  of  the  various 
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iinivereities  were  receivecl,  the  active  part  of  the 
business  being  still  thrown  upon  WtAsey,  he  sum- 
moned another  meetidg^of  the  bishops,  and  having 
ihowit  them  the.  documents  collected. fey  the  com- 
miasionen,  a  loogconaoltation  was  again  mtered 
into.  It  is  evident  that  the  bishops  were  afraid 
to  declare  against  Henry,  at  the  same  time  that 
tbey  were  unwilling  to  risk  the  danger  that  would 
result  to  papacy  by  hie  probable  marriage  with 
Anne  B<deyile,  who  was  then  well  known  to  be  of 
die  Reformed  chmt:h,  as  were  all  her  friends  and 
connexions :  accordingly  they  resolved  to  steer  a 
middle  cotirse,  far  the  purpose  of  at  least  gaining 
time,  and  perhaps  hoping  that  t^  these  delays  and 
the  fervour  of  Henry's  passion  for  the  fair  Ann^ 
drcumstances  might  arise  which  would  render 
marriage  unnecessary  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
couiBe  leader  divorce  unwished  for  cm  the  other. 

The  plan  offered,  therefore,  was  to  recommend 
that  the  king  should  send  to  the  pope  all  the  opi- 
nions of  the  various  home  and  foreign  universities 
thus  ofl&cially  declared ;  to  which  was  to  be  added 
an  instrument  containing  the  oiHm<Mis  of  the 
b^och  of  bishops. 

The  plan  was  adopted,  and  ambassadors  ap< 
pointed,  who  wene  instructed  that  if  the  pope 
should  decline  to  give  definildve  judgment,  then 
they  were  to  request  tliat  a  commission  should  be 
granted  to  the  Cardinal  Legate,  and  to  Cardinal 
CampeiuSt  Bishop  of  Bath,  to  hold  an  ecclesiastical 
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court  in  England,  iVir  the  purpose  of  a  final  adju- 
dication. Henry's  reason  for  choosing  Cempehu 
is  pretty  evident,  as  he  might  hope  to  have  some 
hold  upon -his  gratitude,  having  given  to  him  the 
l^hoprie  of  Bath,  when  here  some  years  before 
on  an  embassy  from  the  pope. 

.The  pope  did  refuse,  or  decline  a  final  judg- 
ment ;  but  he  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  court 
of  adjudication,  as  had  been  requested. 

Every  thing  was  now  at  a  stand,  waiting  for 
Campeius ;  and  at  length,  in  October,  after  mnA 
anxious  expectation,  the  l^ate  from  Rome  arrived, 
bnt  being  then  a  martyr  to  the  gout,  his  journey 
even  from  Dov^  to  London  was  long  and  tedious. 
It  was  intended  to  have  received  him  with  great 
pomp  and  solemnity  at  Blackheath :  but  Campeius 
refused  what  he  termed  vain  glory,  and  therefore 
came  privately  by  water  to  his  house  in  Bath 
Place,  outside  of  Temple-bar,  where  every  thing 
was  fitted  up  for  him  in  the  best  order  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Wols^.  Consultations  between  the  two 
Cardinals  immediately  took  place,  when  it  was  re- 
solved to  proceed  with  the  business  in  hand  widi- 
out  delay;  it  bdng  proposed  that  the  king  and 
queen  should  be  lodged  in  the  palace  of  Bridewell, 
and  that  the  court  should  be  held  in  the  Black- 
Mara'  monastery,  then  standing  on  the  east  side 
c^Fleet^^tch. 

That  Campeius  had  private  instructions  from 
the  pope,  very  different  from  his-  ostensible  ones. 
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is  evident  frmn  the  fact  that  he  actually  had  in 
bifl  podcet  the  bull  decretal,  already  mentioned, 
to  aamil  Henry's  marriage  with  Katharine,  and 
to  permit  him  to  nurry  any  other  woman ;  but 
when  aaked  by  the  wily  Cardinal  to  leave  this 
in  his  hands  for  a  few  days,  to  be  dtown  to  the 
king's  most  outfidential  counsellors,  the  more 
wily  legate  refused  to  part  with  it  for  a,  moment, 
nor  could  bte  be  persuaded  to  show  it  to  any  one 
but  to  Wolsey. 

The  Cardinal,  in  the  midst  oS  all  this  political 
con&sion,  went  on  steadily  with  his  pursuits  in 
favour  of  learning ;  and  it  appeara  that  in  the  v&cy. 
last  year  of  his  prosperity,  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  erection  of  Christ  Church  College  amounted 
to  £7SSC..  7-  3.— «n  inunense  sum  in  those  dajQ  i 
At  this  time  the  great  hall  and  three  sides  d  the 
quadrangle  were  nearly  finished ;  and  on  the  fourth 
ude  it  waaiihis  intentiou  to  build  a  dnifcb,  the 
trails  of  wnidi  had  riaea  some  febt  above  the 
ground,  when  his  fall,  now  rapidly  approaching, 
put  an  end  to  his  generous  and  patriotic  exertions 
in  die  cause  of  science  and  of  popular  education. 

Wolaey's  old  ficiend,  Bishop  Fax«  had  now  been 
in  a  state  of  blindness  for  five  years,  yet  he  a|»- 
peared  in  15S9>  or  late  in  1538,  in  his  place  in 
perliament,  bat  for  ^ta  last  time.  So  infirm,  in- 
deed, was  he  become,  that  Wolsey  had  the  audadty 
to  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  resign  the  bishop- 
ric of  Windiester  in  his  favour,  and  to  accept  a 
F  F  a 
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peiuioil  in  lieu :  but  the  old  man  steadily  refosed 
to  agne  to  each  arrangement,  sfffing,  ihat  aU 
though,  by  leaeon  <^  his  blindness,  he  vas  not 
able  to  distinguish  white  from  black,  yet  he  could 
still  discern  between  true  and  false,  right  and 
wrong;  and  ^ainly  enou^  saw,  without  eyes, 
the  malice  of  that  ungrateful  man,  which  he  did 
not  see  before.  He  added,  that  it  bdiored  die 
Cardinal  to  take  care  not  to  be  so  blinded  with 
ambition  as  not  to  foresee  his  own  end ;  and  that 
he  needed  not  trouble  himself  with  the  bishopric 
of  Windiester,  but  raUier  should  mind  the  king's 
affiurs. 

But  Foe  lived  not  to  see  the  speedy  f^filment 
of  his  own  prophecy,  for  he  died  early  in  the  year  ; 
when  his  hisho^c  was  givoi  to  tlie  Cardinal  in 
commendam :  and  in  February,  1539,  we  find  m 
boll  firran  the  pope,  addressed  to  the  deigy  of 
Winchester  diocese,  calling  on  thenMio  pay  dne 
obedience  to  Wolsey  as  perpetual  administrator  of 
that  see,  and  as  father  and  pastor  of  their  souls, 
On  this  occasion,  however,  he  resigned  the  bishop- 
ric of  Durham*,  and  gave  up  the  temporalities,  in 
custody  to  Cuthbert  (Tonatall)  Bisht^  of  Ltnidon, 
his  £Drmer  fxotegee. 

It  was  by  no- means  part  of  Wolsey's  system 
to  resign  any  of  his  church-^«fenneiiti^  unless 
obliged  to  it  by  the  royal  .will ;  and  he  always  de> 


*  Rymer,  Feed.  xiv.  364. 
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fended  himself,  as  to  holding  so  many  bishoprics 
•  in  farm  as  it  were,  on  a  pretence  that  the  incum- 
bents of  many  of  them  were  foreigners  and  re- 
siding abroad ;  but  his  enemies  insinuated  that 
tbe  mitre  was  thus  given  to  strangers  merely  to 
afford  him  a  pretext  for  grasping  at  all  the  goods 
of  the  church. 

On  this  occasion,  however,  the  king  saw  good 
reason  that  he  should  give  up  Durham ;  for  it  is 
a  very  curious,  hut  positive  fact,  that  the  pn^ts 
and  revenues  of  that  Kpiscopal  Palatinate  were 
actually  given  up  for  one  year. to  Anne  Solemn; 
who  thus  became  the  first  female  bishop  of  the 
English  Roman  Catholic  Church ! 

The  lady,  having  enjoyed  it  for  a  year,  was 
content  to  give  up  the  episcopal  throne  for  the 
prospect  of  a  more  brilliant  one ;  and  Tonstall 
took  full  possession,  being  succeeded  in  the  see  of 
London  by  Stokesly,  one  of  the  most  active  of 
Wolsejr's  enemies — a  man  whom,  not  long  before, 
he  had  openly  rebuked  in  the  Star-Chamber,  com- 
mitting him  also  a  prisoner  to  the  Fleet. 

On  thellth  of  April,  the  Cardinal  was  installed 
by  proay  in  his  new  dignity,  receiving  at  the  3ami 
time  a  royal  grant  of  the  custody  of  the  goods  of 
the  two  preceding  bishops  of  tiiat  see ;  but  these, 
it  is  probable,  he  would  have  applied  solely  to  his 
own  purposes,  for,  even  at  Durham,  which  he  had 
held  so  long,  he  had  attempted  no  improvements. 
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with  the  exception  of  wMne  repairs  to  the  sontheni 
end  of  the  lyue-t^dge. 

By  hia  eleraUon  to  Windiester,  he  got  poB- 
sesaion  c^  Bsher  in  Surry,  where  he  immediatdy 
proceeded  to  gratify  his  taste  for  ardiitecture  by 
conmteocing  repairs  and  rebuilding ;  but  he  had 
not  time  to  carry  these  to  any  great  extent,  tfaoo^^ 
Esher  became  his  residence  in  the  early  perifid  of 
hia  disgrace. 

But  Wolsey'a  hopes  again  looked  to  higher  pre- 
£ennent ;  for  at  this  period  the  pope  was  reported 
to  he  in  a  dangeroi^  atate :  and  such  was  sdll  hk 
influence  with  Henry,  that  the  king  sent  orders 
to  his  embassy,  that  "  matters  may  be  htoa^t  to 
issue  without  sparing  any  cost,  promise,  or  labour, 
agreeable  to  the  inclinations  or  tastes  of  those 
persons  you  shall  treat  with  !" 

This  trouble,  however,  the  raiToys  were  spared, 
for  the  pope  recovered  ;  and  Wolsey  was  now 
called  on  by  the  impatient  monarch  to  conunence 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  propoaed  di- 
vorce. 

As  soon  as  the  trial,  or  rather  investigation, 
was  determined  on,  it  was  settled  that  the  king 
and  queen  should  reside,  during  its  continuance, 
in  the  palace  <tf  Bridewell ;  and  that  in  the  monas- 
tety  of  Black-friars,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Fleet- 
ditch,  a  place  should  be  fitted  up  for  this  occasion 
as  a  court  for  the  two  legates, "  before  whcHn," 
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as  Btowe  ofaserres,  "  Uie  king  and  queens  were 
asdted  and  summoned  to  appear,  which  was.  a 
strange  sight,  and  the  newest  device  that  ever  was 
read  or  heard  of  before  in  any  region,  story,  or 
dnronicle,  a  king  and  a  queene  to  be  constrained 
by  process  compeUatory  to  appear  in  any  court  as 
common  peraons,  within  their  own  realm  and  do- 
minion, to  abide  the  ju^;menta  and  decrees  of 
their  own  subjects,  being  the  royal  diadem  and 
prerc^;attve  thereof." 

The  mode  and  mamier  in  which  the  court  was 
fitted  up  are  curious,  and  W(M*thy  of  record.  The 
large  apartment  selected  &r  the  purpose  was  ar- 
ranged with  tables  and  benches,  in  the  usual  form 
of  a  consistory  in  those  days,  with  one  seat  raised 
higher  than  the  rest  for  the  ecclesiastical  judges ; 
and  theU)  in  the  midst  as  it  were  of  the  judges, 
and  also  above  them,  was  a  cloth  of  state  erected, 
with  a  chair  royal,  or  throne,  placed  under  it 
.  This  was  6xt  the  king ;  on  a  level  with  whom,  but 
at  sfnne  distance,  sat  Uie  queen ;  whilst  at  the  feet 
of  tiie  judges  were  the  secretaries  and  clerks  ne- 
cessary for  the  process.  The  principal  secretary 
on  this  occasion  was  Dr.  Stevens,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  the  apparitor  was 
Cooke,  or  as  he  was  generally  called.  Coolie  of ' 
Windiester.  Before  the]  king  and  the  judges, 
sat  t^e  Archlnshop  of  Canterbury  and  the  other 
bidiops ;  whilst  ihe  counsel  employed  on  botfa  sides 
stood  w^n  the  limits  of  the  court 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


440  WOLSEY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

Matters  were  bo  far  seUled,  that  cm  the  Slst  at 
i/lay,  the  court  first  sat,  on  preperatory  businesB ; 
and  of  the  same  date  is  a  license  from  Heniy  to 
Wolsey  and  Campeius  for  the  due  ^»eution  of 
letters  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  in  this  cause 
of  matrimonial  validity.  The  two  Cardinals  now 
proceeded  with  such  r^dity,  that  <hi  the  6th  of 
June  they  issued  their  citation  to  tJlie  queen,  to 
ai^iear  before  them  od  the  18th;  and  so  great 
was  Henry's  anxiety  for  Wolsey's  comfort  durii^ 
the  inrestagation,  that  to  relieve  him  frran  chancery 
business,  he  granted  a  eonunission  to  John  Taylor, 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  to  six  other  ecdesiastdcB, 
to  hear  causes  for  the  chancellor. 

To  detail  all  the  particulars  of  the  trial  bdoogB 
rather  to  general  history  than  to  the  biognqdiy  of 
the  Cardinal ;  we  shall  tiiere&re  confine  ourselves 
to  a  few  illustrative  anecdotes ;  amongst  which,  it 
may  be  especially  noticed,  that  on  the  first  day  of 
the  trial,  after  the  queen  left  the  court,  Henry 
rose  and  addressed  the  audience,  saying  ibat  she 
had  been  to  him  a  true  obedient  wife,  and  as  cam- 
flartable  as  he  could  wish  or  desire.  He  further 
declared  that  she  had  all  the  virtues  and  good 
qualities  that  belonged  to  a  woman  of  her  digni^t 
with  Edl  those  too  which  might  Eq)pefu-  fitter  fi» 
thoee  of  a  meaner  estate. 

The  Cardinal  then  said-^"  X  humbly  beseech 
youjr  Highness  to  declare  unto  this  audience 
whether  I  have  been  the  ficst  and  chief  mover  <tf 
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this  matter  to  your  Hi^meM  or  not ;  ftx  1  am 
maeh  suspected  erf  all  men"— but  the  king  stopped 
him  short,  at  once,  exclaiming,  *'  My  Lord  Car- 
dinal, you  have  rather  advised  me  to  the  contrary 
than  beem  any  mover  of  the  eame." 

Thifi  view  of  tte  affiur  is  ^90  talten  by  Shake. 
speare ;  and  it  is  itfotiably  trae  that  Wolsey  did 
venture  to  dissuade  Henry  from  the  proceeding,  ' 
when  he  saw  it  lik^y  to  place  a  heretic  on  the 
throne,  instead  of  the  Duchess  of  Alencon,  as  he 
at  first  intended  to  bring  about :  nor  is  it  unlikely 
that  he  should  afterwards  write  cOnfidentiaUy  to 
the  pope,  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
these  proceedings,  whilst  he  himself  oideavoiured 
to  throw  all  the  Uaiae  of  delay  upon  his  coad- 
jutor  Campeius. 

During  the  trial,  great  stress  was  laid  by  the 
king's  counsel  upon  the  previous  fiill  consumma- 
tion of  the  first  marhage  between  Katharine  and 
prince  Arthur.  Much  was  urged,  on  this  very 
delicsta  part  of  the  question,  by  both  sides ;  but 
some  one  having  observed  that  it  was  a  pcunt  of 
which  no  man  knew  the  truth,  "Yes,"  exdaimed 
the  Bisbt^  oF  Rocheeter,  "  I  know  the  truth."— 
To  whom  Widsey  repUed,  "  How  can  you  know 
the  truth  more  Uian  any  other  person  ?"_-«  Yes, 
forsooUi,  my  lord,"  rejoined  the  buhop,  "  I  Imow 
that  God  is  the  truth  itself,  rad  never  saith  but 
truth,  and  he  saith  thus— Quo;  Deus  corjjumdt, 
homo  tim  aeparat—^oid  finaamuch  as  this  mar- 
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risge  was  joined  and  made-by  Ood  to  a  good  in- 
tent, therefore  I  said  I  knew  the  truth,  and  that 
cannot  break  upon  any  wilfol  action,  that  which 
God  hath  made  and  constitnted." 

This  was  but  bad  Ic^c  for  a  Iriahop,  for  it  went 
to  b^  the  very  case  in  point ;  and  Wolsejr  in- 
stantly saw  through  its  sophistry,  replying — "  So 
much  do  all  fiuthfiil  men  know  as  wdl  as  yon ; 
therefore  this  reason  is  not  sufficient  in  this  case, 
for  the  king's  counsel  do  alle^  many  piteomp- 
ticHU  to  prove  that  if  was  not  lawful  at  the  begin- 
ning. !  Ergo  it  was  not  ordained  by  God,  for  Gkid 
doth  ^hing  without  a  good  end.  Therefore  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  if  these  presumptions  be 
true,  which  they  all^;e  to  be  most  true,  then  the 
conjimction  neither  was,  nor  could  be  of  God. 
There&nre  I  say  unto  yon,  my  lord  of  Rochester, 
yon  know  not  the  truth,  unlees  you  can  avoid  these 
preeumptiona  upon  just  reasons." 

On  one  occasion,  during  the  pn^ress  of  this 
extrafHdinary  trial,  Henry  sent  for  Wolsey  to  ibe 
palace  at  Bridewell.  The  Cardinal  attended  on 
him  for  about  an  hour  in  his  privy-chamber,  and 
then  took  leave,  proceeding  in  his  barge  to  West- 
minster. Tlie  subject  of  this  conference  remains 
unknown;  bat  something  ol  its  tenor  may  be 
suspected  m>m  a  circumstance  which  took  place 
whilst  Wolsey  was^n  his  route  homewards.  The 
Bishop  of  Carlisle,  who  was  with  him,  observed 
^ist  it  was  a  very  hot  day. — "  Yea,"  replied  the 
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Cardinal,  "if  jrou  bad  heea  as  well  cAufed  within 
this  hour  as  I  hare  be^  you  would  say  you  were 
very  hot!" 

Wolsey  retired  to  his  bed  as  soon  as  he  got 
faooe ;  biU  he  had  not  lain  there  two  hours,  when 
Lord  Wiltshire,  faiher  of  Aone  Boleyn,  came  to 
i^eak  with  hun  from  the  king,  whtHu  he  ordered 
instantly  to  be  brought  to  his  bed-side.  Lord 
Wiltshire  infcMmted  him  that  it  was  the  king's 
wish  that  hinmelf  and  the  CeiMinal  should  lit* 
stantly  jvoceed  to  see  the  queen,  then  in  her 
diamb^  at  Bridewell,  and  that  they  ^ould  eit- 
deavour  to  persuade  her,  by  all  their  powtrs  of  rea* 
Sfming,  that  her  wisest  mode  of  proceeding  would 
be  to  put  the  wh<de  matter  into  the  king's  own 
hands,  and  that  this  would  be  much  better  for  her 
h(mour  than  to  stand  the  trial  at  law,  and  thereby 
be  ecaidemtted,  which  would  tend  much  to  ha 
dishonour  and  discredit. 

Wolsey  declared  his  readiness  to  obey  his  ma- 
jesty's desire,  and  that  he  would  make  immediate 
preparation  for  the  visit ;  but  he  observed  to 
Lord  Wiltshire,  that  he  and  other  lords  of  the 
coundl  had  put  fancies  into  the  head  of  the  king, 
«h«reby  they  would  give  much  trouUe  to  the 
realm,  and  at  the  least  would  have  but  amaU 
thanks'  either  from  God,  or  from  the  world.  He 
made  several  other  bold  remarks,  which  had  a 
very  strmg  effect  upon  Lord  Wiltshire  who  was 
then  kneelli^  by  his  bed-side»  so  as  eampieaiy 
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to  silence  him  when  he  was  pAig  greater  lengths^ 
and  his  lordship  aooa  after  departed, 
,  The  Cardinal  immediately  rose,  entered  his 
barge,  and  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Campeios 
at  Bath-house ;  &om  whence  thejr  went  together 
to  her  majesty'B  apartments  at  Bridewell.  The 
queen  was  then  in  her  chatnber  tji  presence,  and 
tiio  cardinals  sent  in  a  message  by  the  gentleman- 
usher  in  waiting,  that  they  were  come  to  request 
a  conference  wi|^  her  majesty.  Katharine,  i^ 
the  nwment,  was  amusing  lieradf  at  needle-weak 
with  her  maids  of  honmir,  end  with  the  utmost 
carelessness,  having  a  skein  of  red  silk  about  her 
nedc,  she  proceeded  to  the  apartmoit  where  the 
chnrdmien  waited.  They  rose  and  walked  to- 
wards her  on  her  thus  unexpected  approach, 
when  she  addressed  them  saying,  "  Aladc !  my 
lords,  I  am  sorry  that  you  have  attended  on  me 
so  long.  What  is  your  pleasure  with  me  ?"  To 
which  Wolsey  answered,  "  If  jt  please  your  grace 
to  go  to  your  privy-chamber,  we  will  show  you 
the  cause  of  our  coming." — "My  lord,"  replied 
the  indignant  Katharine,  "  if  you  have  any  thing 
to  aay  to  me,  speak  it  opoily  before  all  these  £1^ ; 
for  I  fear  u(rthing  that  you  can  say  to  me  w 
against  me ;  but  am  willing  all  the  world  should 
both  see  and  hear  it,  and  therefore  speak  your 
minds  openly." 

Wolsey  thai  b^an  to  address  her  in  Latin ;  but 
she  interrupted  him,  saying,  "  Good,  my  Iwd* 
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j^peidc  to  me  in  Boyish ;  although  I  do  understand 
some  Latin."  To  vhidi  the  CardinBl .  replied, 
"  ^nooth,  good  madam,  if  it  please  your  grace, 
we  both  come  to  know  your  mind,  what  you  are 
dispoeed  to  do  in  thie  matter,  and  also  to  declare 
to  you  secretly  our  counsels  and  qfunions,  wM(^ 
■we  do  for  very  zeal  and  obeflience  to  your  grace." 

**  My  knrds,*'  said  the  queen,  **  I  thank  you  for 
your  good  wills ;  but  to  make  answer  to  your  re> 
quests,  I  cannot  so  suddenly:  for  I  was  Bet  amongst 
my  maids  at  woi^  little  thinhiag  of  any  sndi 
matter  wherdn  is  requisite  some  deliberation,  and 
ft  better  head  than  mine  to  make  answer;  for  I 
need  counsel  in  this  case,  which  concerns  me  eo 
near,  and  friends  hae  I  have  none,  they  are  in 
l^iain,  in  myown  country.  Also,  my  lords,  I  am 
a  poor  woman  of  too  weak  capacity  to  answer 
such  nobte  persons  of  wisdom  as  you  are,  in  so 
wei^ty  a  matter;  and,  therefore,  I  pray  you  be 
good  to  me,  a  woman  destitute  of  friend^ip  here 
in  a  fiH^ign  region,  and  your  counsel  .1  diall  be 
glad  to  hear." 

Having  sud  this,  Kadiaiine  took  Wolsey  by 
oae  hand,  and  Campeius  by  the  other,  and  led 
thou  into  her  privy  diamber.  What  transpired 
there  is  unknown,  but  they  stoj^ied  for  a  con* 
sideraUe  tame,  during  which  the  queen's  voice  was 
frequently  heard  vety  loud ;  and  then  taking  leave, 
the  two  cardhwJR  proceeded  to  court,  where  they 
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made  a  repOTt  to  Henty  of  wJiat  had  passed  at 
this  eztraordiiiary  interview. 

The  proceedjnga  of  the  Cardinal's  court  con- 
tinued finmi  da7  to  day,  until  at  UiDgth-  it  was 
generally  expected  that  a  final  judgment  would 
iQ>eedily  be  given ;  but  when  the  king's  counsel  at 
the  bar,  on  the  SOtfa  July,  moved  for  the  same, 
Campeius,  who  hitherto  had  not  taken  any  very 
prominent  part  in  the  affair,  immediately  replied, 
"  I  will  not  give  judgment  until  I  have  rdated 
the  whole  proceedings  to  the  pope,  whoae  eonnad 
and  commandment  I  will,  in  this  case,  obeerrck 
The  matter  is  too  hi^  for  us  to  give  hasty  judg- 
ment, considering  the  persons  and  the  doubtful 
occasions  alleged,  and  also  whose  oMnmiaiioiieDi 
we  are,  by  whose  authority  we  sit.  It  is  good 
reason,  therefiare,  that  we  make  our  diief  kvd  of 
counsel  in  the  same,  before  we  proceed  to,jud|^ 
ment  definitive.  I  came  not  here  to  please  far  any 
fiivour,  reward,  or  fear  of  any  pcarson  alive ;  be  he 
king  or  otherwise,  I  have  no  such  reject  to  the 
person  that  I  should  offend  my  conscience.  Be* 
sides,"  added  he,  "  the  puty  deftDdant  will  make 
no  answer  here,  but  doth  rather  appeal  firon  us. 
I  am  an  old  man,  both  weak  and  sickly,  and  look 
every  day  for  death ;  what  shall  it  avail  me  to  put 
my  soul  in  danger  of  Ood'sdi^easuretomy  utter 
damnation,  for  the  fiivour  of  any  piinoe  in  this 
worid  ?    My  being  hrae  is  tmly  to  see  jngtiee  ed- 
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ministered  according  to  my  eomasace.  Moreover, 
the  defendant  suj^oseth  that  we  be  not  indifierent 
judges,  conudering  the  king's  high  dignity  and 
aut^rity  within  Una  reakn :  and  we  being  both 
his  subjects,  she  thinks  we  will  not  do  her  justice ; 
and,  therefor^  to  avoid  all  these  ambiguities,  I 
adjourn  the  court,  for  the  time  according,  to  the 
court  of  Rome,  from  whence  our  jurisdiction  is 
derived.  For  if  we  should  go  furthes-  than  our 
ocHumission  doth  warrant  us,  it  were  hut  a  fbOy 
and  blameworthy,  because  then  we  shall  be 
breakers  of  Uie  orders  from  whinn  we  have  our 
authority  derived." 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  tiiis  speech  in  which 
CampejuB  took  upon  himsdf  so  much  personally, 
it  may  be  inferred  either  that  Wolsey  was  dis- 
posed to  gratify  the  king,  which  the  other  car- 
dinal was  resolved  to  thwart,  or  else  that  the  two 
cardinals  were  of  the  same  opinion;  and  that 
Wolsey  merely  made  Campeius  the  organ  of  sen- 
timents, which  he  was  unwilling  or  afraid  to  make 
himself  responsible  for.  That  the  letter  conjecture 
is  most  likely,  may  be  inferred  frtmi  what  now 
took  place ;  for  no  sooner  was  the  court  dissolved 
at  the  dose  of  Gampdus's  speech,  than  liie  Doke 
of  Suffolk,  by  the  king's  order,  stepped  forward, 
with  a  haii^ty  countenance,  eiuiaiming — "  It 
was  never  tliUB  in  England,  until  we  had  cardinals 
amongst  us !"  He  added  some  other  opprobrious 
words,  and  spoke  with  such  vehemence  and  pas- 
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eion,  that  it  was  generally  suppose  he  would 
proceed  greater  lengths :  bat  Wolsey,  perceiving 
his  Teliemefice>  cooQy  said-—"  Sir  I  of  all  men  in 
this  realm,  jaa  have  least  cause  to  dispraise  car- 
dinals ;  for  if  I,  poor  Cardinal,  had  not  been,  you 
should  not  at  this  present  moment  have  had  a 
head  on  your  shoulders,  wherewith  to  make  sndi 
a  brag  in  dispute  of  us,  who  wish  you  no  harm, 
■either  have  given  you  bu<^  cause  to  he  offended 
with  us.  I  would  have  you  think,  ray  lord,  I  and 
my  iHvther  wish  the  king  as  much  happiness,  and 
the  realm  as  much  honour,  wealth,  and  peace,  as 
you,  or  any  other  subject,  of  what  d^ree  soever 
he  be  within  this  realm,  and  would  as  gladly  ac- 
complish his  lawful  deeires.  But  now,  my  lord, 
I  pray  you  show  me  what  3rou  would  do  in  sndi 
a  case  as  this,  if  yoa  were  one  of  the  kiag's  aaa- 
miaBioiMTS  in  a.  foreign  r^ion  about  some  wei^i^ 
matter,  the  consultation  whereof  was  very  doubt- 
ful to  be  decided ;  would  you  not  advertize  the 
king's  majesty,  ere  you  went  through  with  the 
same?  I  doubt  not  but  you  would;  and  therefore 
abate  your  m^ce  and  spite,  and  consider  we  are 
oHnmissifmers  for  a  time,  and  cannot  by  virtue  of 
a  commission  proceed  to  judgment  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  head  of  the  autho- 
rity and  licence  obtained  from  him,  who  is  the 
pope.  Therefore  do  we  neither  more  nor  less  than 
our  commission  allows  us ;  and  if  any  man  is  of- 
fended with  us,  he  is  ao  unwise  man.     There:fi»e 
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pacify  jrouraelf,  my  lord,  and  speak  like  a  nian  of 
honour  and  wiedoin,  or  hold  j'our  peace.  Speak 
not  reproachfully  of  your  friends ;  you  best  know 
what  friendship  I  hare  shown  you.  I  never  did 
reveal  to  any  person  till  now,  either  to  mine  own 
praise,  or  your  dishonour." 

This  speech,  with  its  private  allusions,  had  a 
considerable  effect  upon  his  grace  of  Suffolk ;  so 
much  so,  indeed,  that  he  made  no  reply,  but  retired 
from  the  court  in  evident  uneasiness,  followed 
by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  all  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  who  left  the  two  cardinals  in  their  chairs 
of  state,  staring  at  each  other,  And  unc^tain  how 
far  th^  had  acted  prudently. 

But  Wolsey  had  yet  to  contrad  against  the 
king's  ang^  on  this  business,  which  Henry  took 
very  little  pains  to  conceal,  either  from  the  Car- 
dinal, or  frota  the  court.  Wols^,  indeed,  endea- 
voured to  excuse  himself  upon  the  principle,  that 
his  commission  really  gave  him  no  authority  to 
proceed  to  judgment  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  pope,  who  reserved  the  same  to  himself. 

This  state  of  political  enmity  and  uncertainty 
was,  in  some  measure,  checked  by  despatdies  from 
the  pope,  desiring  the  two  cardinals  to  contimie  to 
take  deliberation  in  the  matter,  until  the  p^ial 
council^  should  be  opened  early  in  the  ensumg 
September;  but  tibis  did  not  suit  the  king's  im- 
patience, who  instanUy  despatched  to  Rome  his 
own  secretary,  Dr.  Stephen  Gardiner;  afterwards 
G  G 
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Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  so  active  in  the  aubB&> 

quent  reign  of  Mary  against  the  Protestants. 

The  papal  council  professed  to  be  granting  a 
favour,  in  appointing  an  early  day  in  September 
for  the  reopening  of  the  coiirt ;  and,  indeed,  it  ap- 
pears to  hare  been  rather  in  breach  of  t^eir  usual 
forms,  for  one  reasim  that  Campeius  had  pre- 
viously urged  for  adjournment  to  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober was,  that  the  courts  of  Borne  were  ad- 
journed on  the  80th  of  July,  and  did  not  reopen 
before  October :  but  this  had  little  weight  with 
'  the  angry  monarch,  who  now  kept  no  terms  evax 
with  common  propriety,  recalling  Anne  Boleyn 
to  the  court,  &om  which  she  bad  with  modes^, 
yet  perhaps  with  too  much  consciousness,  retired 
during  the  progress  of  the  triaL  Her  influence 
wasjaow  decidedly  hostile  to  Wolsey ;  and  we  may 
justly  say,  that  the  consequences  of  this  unexpected 
decision  of  the  court  were  as  r^dly  fdt  by  the 
fidling  favourite ;  for  immediately  on  its  Inrealdng 
up,  the  king  determined  to  set  out  on  a  prepress, 
to  divert  his  mind,  but  the  Cardinal,  who  had  for- 
merly been  his  chief  solace,  was  now  left  behind. 
Indeed,  we  find  it  expeeaAy  stated,  that  the  cause 
being  thus  ordered  to  Rome,  and  the  king's  ex- 
pectation balked,  he  at  once  threw  his  disi^ 
pointmait  upon  his  old  &vourite,  though  to^all 
appearance  he  was  very  sincere  in  the  business, 
and  prosecuted  the  divorce  with  all  the  heartiness 
and  ^plication  imaginable.    It  is  added,  "  Yet  his 
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indination  was  so  strongly  fixed  upon  Mrs.  Bul^ 
ieyn,  that  he  could  not  help  resenting  the  pope's 
collusion  to  the  highest  d^ree,  though  his  Mrath, 
Uke  thunder,  fell  upon  Cardinal  Wolsey." 

But  on  the  very  first  night  of  his  pn^ress,  an 
event  happened  fraught  with  destruction  for  WcJ- 
sey.  That  ni^  the  king  lay  at  Waltham ;  and, 
for  want  of  accommodation,  th^re  were  several  of 
his  suite  quartered  at  the  houses  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry;  particularly  Secretary  Grardiner, 
and  Dr.  Fox,  at  the  mansion  of  a  Mr.  Cressy.  The 
famous  Cranmer,  afterwards  archbishop  and  mar- 
tyr, was  then  tutor  to  Mr.  Cressy's  sons ;  and  that 
gentleman  having  highly  recommended  him  to  his 
guests,  as  a  man  of  deep  learning,  they,  when  the 
conversation  after  sapper  turned  on  the  divorce 
requested  that  he  would  give  his  opinion.  Cran- 
mer, at  first,  modesUy  declined ;  but  being  pressed, 
replied  thiat  he  saw  uo  better  way  to  extricate  the 
Idng  out  of  his  difficulties,  than  to  procure  in 
writing  the  opinions  of  all  the  universities  la  Eu- 
rope, and  of  the  most  eminent  divines  and  civi- 
lians ;  that  then  the  learned  would  judge  Julius 
II.'s  dispensation  to  be  either  sufficient  or  invalid : 
if  the  first,  the  king's  conscience  would  hare  reason 

.  to  be  easy;  if  the  second,  the  pope  would  never 
venture  to  pass  sentence  contrary  to  the  opinion 

<  of  all  the  learned  and  able  men  in  Christendom. . 

-Fox  and  Gardiner  were  .so  pleased  with  this 

opinion,  (bat  next  morning  they  imparted  it  to 
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Heniy,  who  was  so  struck  with  the  ingenmty  and 
force  of  the  plan,  that  he  Bwore  Cranmer  had  got 
the  right  sow  by  the  ear ;  and  having  sent  for  the 
tutor,  he,  on  further  investigation,  felt  such  a  sud- 
den esteem  for  him,  that  Cranmer  instantly  re- 
ceived orders  to  accranpany  the  court ;  and  mea- 
sures were  speedily  taken  to  follow  his  advice, 
without  any  deference  to  Wolsey's  opinions.  Id 
the  mean  time,  the  pope  was  not  idle;  for  be 
issued  forth  a  tnief  of  avocation  of  the  cause  firom 
England  to  the  consistorial  court  at  Rome,  threat- 
ening Henry  with  excommunication,  if  he  should 
presume  to  form  another  unicm  previous  to  the 
decision  of  that  court 

This  was,  indeed,  going  a  step  fiirth^  than 
prudence  dictated;  for  though  the  brief,  by  ex- 
press  directions,  was  fixed  upon  the  great  churdi- 
doors  at  Bruges,  Dunkirk,  and  Toumay,  yet  do 
person  dared  to  fix  it  up  even  at  Calais,  much  less 
to  publish  it,  hy  any  means,  in  England !  not  even 
Wolsey  himBelf  dared  to  act  so  decidedly,  thoo^ 
he  had  certainly  gone  great  lengths  in  mam£estiiig 
his  obedioice  to  the  papal  see. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Cardinals' 
court,  the  idea  that  Wolsey  was  losing  his  in- 
6uence  with  the  kii^  became  pretty  general ;  so 
much  so,  that  bets  were  laid  by  Uie  courtiers,  the 
king  being  then  on  pTogreae,  and  at  Grafton  in 
Northamptonshire,  that  his  m^esty  would  not 
Speak  to  him  on  the  expected  arrival  of  the  two 
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cardinals,  whose  beiiig  sent  for  was  rather  a  com- 
pliment to  Cardinal  Compeius,  as  a  stranger,  than 
to  Wolsej'',  whose  office  seems  mereljr  to  have  been 
**  to  conduct  the  stranger  thither." 

This  courtly  visit  was  one  which  Campeius  ofr- 
pears  anxious  to  have  avoided,  being  very  press- 
ing, at  the  moment,  to  be  dischai^ed  from  further 
attendance,  and  sent  home  to  Rome.  Nor  is  this 
soipriaing,  when  the  fact  is,  that  his  majesty  had 
already  ordered  the  queen  to  be  removed  from  the 
court  to  a  private  residence,  and  had  taken  the 
Lady  Anne  Boleyu  as  his  companion  in  this  an- 
nual progress. 

The  two  cardinals,  however,  at  last  set  off  for 
Grafton ;  but,  on  their  arrival  there,  were  rather 
chagrined  at  their  first  reception;  expecting, 
on  their  alightiog,  to  be  received  by  the  great 
officers  of  the  household  in  the  usual  manner,  in- 
stead of  which  there  was  no  perscHi  to  pay  them  a 
compliment,  until  their  arrival  at  the  outward 
court,  when,  in  compliment  solely  to  Cardinal 
Campeius,  some  officers  recdlved  him  with  staves 
in  their  hands,  and  conducted  him  to  hia  appointed 
lodging,  whither  Wolsey  went,  out  of  compliment, 
to  see  him  settled;  but  the  astonishment  of  the 
latter  was  great  indeed,  when  he  found  that  for 
him,  so  recently  the  first  man  in  the  realm,  neither 
lodgings  nor  chamber  of  any  kind  had  been  ap- 
pointed. 

On  this  he  was  allowed  to  chew  the  cud  of  re- 
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flecdoa  for  Bome  time ;  until  at  lengtli  Sir  Htary 
Norris,  then  groom  of  the  stole,  unwilling  to  add 
bitterness  to  the  fedings  of  a  falling  favourite, 
waited  on  him  with  the  usual  respect,  made  some 
kind  of  qmlogy,  that  t^e  house  was  so  small,  there 
was  scarcely  room  in  it  for  the  king,  ao  that  to 
find  ^tartments  for  the  Cardinal  was  then  impos- 
sible ;  but  he  made  an  offer  of  his  own  ^artment 
to  the  Cardinal  for  present  acoommodatifm,  whicfa, 
with  many  thanks  for  his  courtesy,  the  latter  ac- 
cepted. 

As  soon  as  his  arrival  was  generally  known 
about  the  court,  several  noblemen,  still  friendly 
towards  him,  came  to  give  him  welcome ;  and 
from  their  conversation  he  was  enabled  to  as- 
certain the  state  of  the  king's  mind  then  toward 
him,  and  of  course  to  prepare  himself  for  the  ap- 
proaching  royal  interview. 

Wolsey  had  no  sooner  dressed  bimself  for  the 
royal  jH'esence,  than  he  proceeded  towards  the 
dianiber  of  audience,  accompanied  by  Campeins, 
when  the  lords  of  the  council,  standing  in  thor 
usual  ord»  in  a  row,  gave  them  the  customary 
courtly  salute.  Besides  the  lords  of  the  conncit, 
there  were  many  gentlemen  assembled  in  the  pre- 
sence-chamber ;  some  out  of  curiosity  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bets  already  mentioned,  but  most  of 
them,  probably,  for  the  purpose  of  enj<^ing  the 
mortification  which  Wolsey  was  expected  to  meet 
with.     There  was  little  dday  or  time  for  con- 
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jeeture,  for  the  kin^  came  hastily  into  the  cham- 
ber, and  took  his  station,  standing  under  die  cloth ' 
-  of  state.  On  this  Wolsey  took  his  feUovr-cardinal' 
by  the  hand,  led  him  towards  the  king,  and  knelt 
down  to  address  his  majesty.  What  be  did  say 
was  spoken  in  bo  low  a  voice  as  not  to  be  heard 
by  the  bystanders ;  but  he  put.  a  good  face  on  the 
matter,  for  his  bic^^her  says  that,  "  his  coun- 
tenance was  amiable," — nor  was  what  he  said  dis- 
agreeable to  the  king,  for  Henry  instantly  stooped 
down,  raised  him  with  both  his  hands,  and  then 
led  him  by  one  hand  to  the  recess  of  a  window, 
#hcTO  a  long  couTeiBation  took  place  between 
them. 

This  unexpected  favour  seems  to  have  made  a 
great  impression  on  the  courtiers ;  for  Cavendish 
observes  that, — "  thcai.  to  have  bdield  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  lords  [and  noblemen  that  had  layd 
wagers,  it  would  have  made  you  smile,  especiaUy 
those  that  had  layd  their  money  that  the  king 
would  not  spealffi  with  him."  In  &ct  the  king 
did  speak  to  him,  and  pretty  sharply  too,  and  at 
last  so  loud,  that  part  of  the  conversatiim  could  be 
distinguished,  Henry  at  one  time  excluming, — 
"  How  can  this  be?  Is  not  this  your  .hand?" — 
and  at  the  same  time  polling  out  a  letter  frcnn  hia 
own  bosom,  which  he  showed  to  Wolsey,  as  proof 
iirefiragrable.  But  Wolsey  was  prepared  for  this ; 
and,  by  a  few  words,  spoken  too  low  to  be  over- 
heard, seems  completely  to  have  appeased  tlie  mon- 
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arch's  choler,  for  Hemy  aoswaeeA  with — **  Wdl ! 
well !  go  to  your  dinner,  and  take  my  Lord  Car^ 
dinal  (Campeius)  to  bear  you  company;  and  after 
dinner  I  will  speak  further  with  you." 

The  court  now  broke  up,  the  king  retiring  to 
Anne  Boleyn's  chamber,  where  he  dined ;  whilst 
tables  were  laid  for  the  cardinals  and  the  lords  of 
the  council  in  the  presence  chamber,  where  they 
dined.  During  the  repast  the  canversation  seems 
to  have  been  very  fr^  and  unrestrained,  even  in 
presence  of  the  attendants  ;  and  Wolsey,  amraigst 
other  things,  observed  that  the  king  would  do 
well  to  Bead  his  bishops  and  chaplains  home  to 
their  cures  and  benefices :  an  observation  hastily 
and  unthinkingly  made,  but,  no  doubt,  jsompted 
by  the  idea  that  the  numerous  clergy,  then  about 
the  court,  were  tamp«ed  with,  both  in  r^^ard  to 
the  divorce  and  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Ref<ama- 
tion.  Wolsey  had  no  sooner  spoken  than  he  was 
answered  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, — "  Yea !  marry ! 
and  so  it  were  meete  for  you  to  do  also." — "  I 
would  be  very  well  content  therewith,"  rejoined 
the  Cardinal,  "  if  it  were  the  king's  pleasure  to 
licen<»  me  with  his  grace's  leave  to  go  to  my  cure 
at  Winchester." — "  Nay !  nay !"  replied  the  Duke 
of  Nfnfolk,  "  to  your  benefice  at  York,  where  your 
greatest  honour  and  charge  is."  Woisey  was  well 
aware  that  a  large  party  of  the  nobility  were 
anxious  to  remove  him  further  &om  the  king  than 
Winchester,  and  ther^re  wished  him  to  reside  at 
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his  archbishopric ;  but  that  was  an  idea  vhich 
f^peared  to  him  like  benishment,  so  he  merely 
ansvered — "  Even  as  it  shall  please  the  king," 
and  thai  changed  the  subject 

This  must  all  have  taken  place  during  the  time 
of  dinner,  and  in  public ;  for  Cavendish  states  a 
curious  fact  that — **  immediately  after  dinner  they 
fell  to  councell,  till  the  waiters  had  siao  dined." 

The  whole  of  this  day's  proceedings,  for  so 
ftr,  were  soon  known  about  the  court,  but  there 
was  rather  more  secreay  respecting  H^iry's  dinner 
par^;  yet  even  of  that  it  is  known,  "  that  Mistres 
Anne  Bulloigne  was  offended,  as  much  as  she  durst, 
that  the  king  did  so  graciously  entertaine  my  Lord 
Cardinal,"  Uie  following  conversation  passing  be- 
tween her  and  his  majesty. — **  Sir,  is  it  not  a 
marvailous  thing  to  see  into  what  great  debt  and 
danger  he  hath  brought  you,  with  all  your  sub- 
jects?" 

"  "  How  so  ?"  was  the  monarch's  hasty  reply.— 
**  Forsooth,  there  is  not  a  man  in  all  your  whole 
realm  of  England,  wortih  an  himdred  pounds,  but 
he  hath  indebted  you  to  him,"  thereby  alluding  to 
the  loans  which  had  been  repeatedly  raised:  to 
which  the  king  calmly  replied,  "  W^ !  well !  for 
that  matter  there  was  no  blame  in  him ;  for  I 
know  the  matter  better  than  you  or  any  one  else." 

But  "  Mistress  Anne"  was  not  satisfied  with 
this  rebuke,  and  she  still  pushed  the  subject,  say- 
ing, "  Nay !  besides  that,  what  exploits  bath  he 
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wronght  in  several  parts  and  places  d  this 
realm,  to  your  great  slttider  and  disgrace  ?  There 
is  never  a  nobleman,  but  if  he  had  done  half  so 
much  as  Wols^  hath  done,  were  well  worthy  to 
lose  his  head.  Yea,  if  my  Lord  of  Norfolk,  my 
Lord  of  Suffolk,  my  father,  or  any  other  man, 
had  done  much  less  than  he  hath  done,  tliey 
should  have  lost  their  heads  ere  this." 

If  it  is  really  true  that  Anne  ventured  to  say 
all  this,  it  is  impossible,  even  makiDg  all  allow- 
ances for  his  majesty's  love,  to  account  for  the 
extreme  mildness  of  his  reply,  which  was  merely 
this, — "  Then  I  p^-ceive  you  are  none  of  my  Lwd 
Cardinal's  friends."  "  Why,  sir,"  rejoined  the  fo^ 
Tourite,  "  I  have  no  cause,  nor  any  that  love  you ! 
no  more  hath  your  Grace,  if  you  did  well  conmder 
his  indirect  and  unlawfhl  doings." 

It  is  a  curious  picture  of  the  manners  of  the 
time,  that  even  whilst  dining  thus  in  private,  yet 
the  king  and  the  maid  of  honour  seem  to  have 
been  quite  exposed  to  the  view  of  their  domestics, 
and  to  have  waited  quietly  for  their  dining,  as 
before  noticed  in  regard  to  the  lords  of  the  council 
in  the  presence  chamber ;  for  we  are  told  that^- 
**  by  that  time  the  waiters  had  dyned,  and  totAe 
up  the  table,  and  so  for  Uiat  time  ended  their 
conmtunication." 

The  king  now  took  leave  of  the  lady,  and  re- 
turned to  the  diamber  of  presence,  where  he  odled 
for  the  Cardinal,  and  held  a  h^g  discourse  with 
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him  -ID  the  recess  of  the  great  window.  During 
this  conference  the  voices  of  the  speakers  were  so 
low,  that  not  a  word  could  be  heard  by  the  sur- 
rounding noUes;,  but  it  was  evidently  not  then 
of  an  unfavourable  nature,  since  Henry,  at  the 
dose  of  their  long  conversation,  took  the  Cardinal 
by  the  hand  and  led  him  into  the  privy  chamber, 
where  their  confidential  conununication  was  pro- 
longed until  dark.  This  apparent  reconciliation 
between  the  king  and  his  quondam  favourite  ia 
stated  to  have  been  a  very  unwelcome  sight  to  the 
Cardinal's  enemies,  who  depended  much  more  upon 
the  personal  influence'of  Anne  Boleyn  with  Henry 
than  upon  any  projects  which  they  could  put  in 
force  against  Imn.  But  their  hopes  were  a  littl6 
raised  when  they  understood  that,  at  a  late  and 
inotmvoiient  hour,  it  was  announced  to  the  Car- 
dinal's gentleman  usher  that  there  was  no  room 
for  his  master  to  lodge  in  the  court ;  80  that  the 
usher  iras  obliged  to  find  him  lodgings  at  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Empston,  at  Easton,  some  miles 
distant,  idiithdr  the  Cardinal  retired  to  supper  by 
torch-light.  Wolaey,  however,  did  not  leave  tfa6 
king  until  he  had  his  majesty's  orders'  to  return 
in  the  morning,  that  he  might  renew  their  con- 
versation. 

This  was  an  order  which  the  Cardinal  gladly 
obeyed ;  and  that  too  with  such  impatience,  that 
he  was  at  Grafton  early  in  the  morning,  before 
the  king's  usual  hour  of  rising;  hot  there  he 
found  the  king  rea^  to  mount  his  horse  for 
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an  airing,  accompanied  hy  the  Lady  Anne.  Wol* 
sey  was  thunderstmck  at  this  change  in  his  ex- 
pected reception,  and  at  the  king's  manner  of  ad- 
dressing faim;  for  Hemy  told  him  plainly  that 
he  would  not  talk  with  him,  but  refx>mmended 
him  to  consult  with  the  lords  of  the  council 
in  his  absence,  at  the  same  time  "  commanding 
him,  my  Lord,  to  depart  with  Cardinall  Campoine 
(Campeius),  who  had  already  taken  leave  of  the 
king." 

Wolsey  .was  soon  aware  that  this  was  a 
manoeuvre  of  the  favourite,  in  <a?der  to  draw 
the  king  away,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  all 
further  conversation :  indeed  the  whole  plan  was 
well  laid,  for  the  ostensible  object  of  persuading 
his  majesty  to  that  morning's  ride  was  to  view  a 
piece  of  ground  which  he  wished  to  make  a  paric 
of,  and  whicJi  afterwards  was  made  a  royid  ea- 
doBure,  and  named  Harewell  park ;  and  here  the 
Lady  Anne  had  been  careful  to  pr^Mre  a  good 
dinner  for  his  majesty,  so  that  his  return  was  pro- 
longed until  the  departure  of  the  two  Cardinals, 
which  took  place  after  dinner,  Campeius  meaning 
to  proceed  direct  for  Rome. 

It  J8  a  carious  fact,  that  no  sooner  had  Cardinal 
Campeius  departed  from  the  court  than  it  was 
whispered  to  the  king,  that  he  had  received  large 
sums  of  money  from  Wolsey  to  be  carried  to 
Rome,  whither  it  was  asserted  that  the  latter  in- 
tended to  proceed  also.  Henry  was  so  enraged  at 
this,  that  he  instantly  ordered  proper  persons  to 
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be  sent  after  Campeins,  whom  tfaey  overtook  at 
CalaiB,  instantly  proceeding  to  make  strict  search 
amongst  his  baggf^  for  the  supposed  treasures ; 
hut  they  found  nothing,  except  the  "  king's  re- 
ward," as  it  was  called,  a  sum  of  money  usually 
paid  by  the  lord  treasurer  to  accredited  characters, 
when  leaving  the  court 

These  things  naturally  excited  alarm  in  Wol- 
86^8  mind ;  but  he  remained  quietly  in  town,  as 
the  Michaelmas  term  was  approaching,  and  on 
the  first  day  he  went  to  Westminster-Hall,  in  his 
usual  state,  as  lord  high  chan(«llor.  But  this  was 
also  his  last  day  of  l^al  eminence ;  for  being  in- 
fitfmed  that  the  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
were  to  call  on  him  upon  the  ensuing  day,  he' 
stfud  at  home  to  wait  for  them.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  the  day  after  that  appointed,  that 
those  two  noblemen  went  to  York-ho\ise,  where 
they  declared  to  him  the  king's  pleasure,  that  he 
should  surrender  up  to  them  the  great  seal  oE 
England,  and  afterwards  depart  for  Esher,  where 
he  was  to  reside  until  he  should  receive  further 
commands  &om  his  majesty  *. 

*  Wolsey,  in  the  day  of  hii  greatneH,  aa  little  tboogfat  of 
hia  fatnre  disgrace)  as  that  he  should  be  succeeded  in  his  high 
seat  of  chancellor,  on  the  25th  October,  byMore,  a  manwhom 
be  himself  had  been  inatrnmental  in  bringing  into  the  royal  ser- 
vice, almoet  at  the  very  moment  preriona  to  that  disgrace ;  for 
it  vas  only  in  the  early  part  of  1529  that  he  had  made  his 
name  popnlar  in  the  city,  when  he  was  sent  ambiAsador  to 
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Humiliated  as  WolBey  felt  himself  on  this  oe- 
CBsion,  yet  he  hod  courage  to  demand  a  Bight  of 
the  royal  commisHion,  which  authorised  them  in 
this  proceeding ;  but  the  two  dukes  replied,  that 
they  were  themselves  suffideut  omimissioners,  and 
had  their  authority  by  verbal  orders  from  his  ma- 
jesty. To  this,  however,  the  Cardinal  demurred, 
and  finally  declared  that  he  would  not  obey  the 
order  thus  delivered,  without  further  proof  of 
their  authority.  He  said  that  the  great  seal  was 
delivered  to  him  by  the  king's  own  hand,  for  the 
due  administration  thereof,  and  that  the  chuicel- 
lorship  had  been  granted  to  him  for  life,  for  which 
he  had  the  king's  letters  patent  to  produce ;  a  de- 
fence which  rather  sta^ered  the  two  noblemen  in 
their  purpose :  but  Uiey  again  insisted  upon  the 

France  (haying  been  tvice  before  on  diplomBticjonraeyswitli 
the  Cardinal),  when  hia  attention  to  the  mercantile  intereGta 
of  England,  in  the  treaty  between  the  emperor  and  the  King 
of  France,  gave  great  BatiBfaction. 

In  a  MS.  in  the  Lunbeth  library,  published  by  Deut  Wonh- 
woTth,  in  his  Ecclesiastiod  Biogr^hy,  it  is  e:q)re83ly  stated, 
that  "  moreover  this.  King  Henry  was  in  hand  with  Cardinal 
Wolsey  to  procure  him  into  his  serrice.  The  Cardinal  did  not 
slack  the  matter,  but  dealt  with  him  incontinently,  and  in  reiy 
earnest  manner  to  serve  the  king;  ssylog  it  was  meet  and 
convenient,  and  it  coold  not  be  but  for  his  advancement  to  do 
80.  Yet  he  was  very  loath  to  change  his  estate,  and  so  wrought 
the  Cardinal  by  his  fsire  speeche,  that  by  him  the  king  was 
•atis&ed  for  that  time.  Bvt  his  estimfttion  and  hme  every  day 
BO  increased,  that  after  a  while  the  king  wonld  by  no  nanner 
of  entreatie  be  induced  to  forbeare  his  service." 
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fulfilment  <tf  their  order,  saying  many  rude  things 
to  the  Cardinal,  which  he  took  very  patiently,  yet 
still  remained  ao  true  to  his  refusal,  that  the  two 
dukes  departed  without  succeeding  in  their  com- 


There  is'some  slight  discrepancy  amongst  the 
different  historians,  as  to  the  exact  chronological 
progress  of  these  events ;  but  we  believe  the  cor- 
rect order  to  be,  that  previousto  the  delivery  of 
the  great  seal,  which  took  place  on  Sunday  the 
17th  (rf  October,  the  attorney-general  had  actually 
indicted  him  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the 
9th  of  October,  just  as  Wolsey  himself  was  cpeor 
ing  the  Chancery  conrt;  and  that  on  the  principle, 
not  exactly  of  a  premunire,  but  on  certain  grave 
contempts,  by  the  statute  of  provisors,  for  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office  of  legate,  though  he  really 
had  obtained  the  king's  consent  for  so  doing.  The 
{«osecation  for  premunire,  we  believe,  took  pface 
subsequently. 

To  this  charge  it  does  not  ai^tear  that  he  was 
permitted  to  plead  personally,  though  he  may 
bare  dime  so  by  his  attomies*,  whom  he  was 
authorised  by  letters  patents  to  appoint  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the 


'  Rymer's  Feed.  ziv.  346.  There  wfts  also  a  grant  for  him 
to  appoint  attomieH  in  Chancery,  of  the  same  date ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  named  John  Sense,  and  Christopher 
Jenny,  Esqrs,  learned  in  the  laws. 
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rariouB  statements,  that  he  wbs  on  that  very  day 
convicted,  as  we  have  stated,  and  also  of  certain 
grave  ccmtempts,  and  put  out  o£  the  king's  pro- 
tection :  a  iact,  however,  which  we  have  not  Been 
satisfactorily  explained,  except  aa  alluded  to  in  a 
royal  brief  of  the  18th  of  November. ' 

It  must  have  been  some  days  after  this  oonvic- 
tloD  that  the  demand  of  the  great  seal  (already 
stated)  took  place ;  after  which  interview  the  two 
'  noblemen  returned  to  Windsor,  where  the  court 
then  was,  to  state  the  affair  to  his  majesty,  wha 
was  much  inransed,  and  instantly  directed  the  pro- 
per orders  to  be  made  out,  with  which  they  re- 
turned the  next  day  to  York-house ;  when  Wol- 
aey,  not  daring  to  disobey  the  king's  written  com- 
mand, delivered  up  to  them  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, which  they  carried  back  to  Windsor. 

He  also  felt  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  Elefaer, 
as  directed,  and  preparatory  thereto  "  set  his  house 
in  order,"  calling  all  his  officers  before  him,  and 
taking  an  account  of  all  things  which  they  had  in 
dharge.  On  this  occasion,  it  is  stated  by  Caven- 
dish, that  in  the  gallery  were  set  various  tables, 
oa  which  were  laid  a  great  quantity  of  rich  stuffs, 
consistuig  of  whole  pieces  of  silk  of  every  colour, 
such  as  velvets,  satins,  "  muskes,"  taffaties,  gio- 
grams,  scarlets,  and  various  other  rich  commo- 
dities. Then  there  were  one  thousand  pieces  of 
fine  Hollands,  and  the  hangings  of  the  gallery  with 
doth  of  gold,  and  cloth  of  silver,  "  and  rich  doath 
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of  bodkin  of  divers  (»Iour8,  which  were  hanged 
in  expectation  of  the  king's  coming." 

We  are  also  told,  that  on  one  side  of  the  galleiy 
were  hung  the  rich  suits  of  copes  of  his  own  pro- 
riding,  of  extreme  brilliancy ;  intended  for  the  col- 
l^jes  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  at  Ipswich : 
and  adjoining  to  the  gallery  were  two  chambers, 
called  the  gilt  chamber  and  the  council  chamber, 
in  which  were  set  two  long  tables,  covered  with 
plate  to  a  great  amount,  great  part  of  it  being 
solid  gold ;  and  upon  each  table  were  laid  books, 
containing  lists  of  both  the  articles  and  their 
weight. 

All  this  wealth  he  left  in  the  hands  of  proper 
officers,  togeth«  with  every  thing  else  of  value  in 
York-house,  with  orders  that  the  whole  should  be 
carefully  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of  his  ma- 
jesty ;  and  be  then  prepared  to  set  off  for  Esfaer 
by  water. 

During  these  hasly  preparations,  various  re- 
pents were  spread  amongst  his  numerous  house- 
hold ;  and  just  as  he  was  about  to  depart,  his  trea- 
surer, Sir  WOliam  Oascoigne,  went  up  to  him  and 
said,  "  Sir,  I  am  sorry  for  your  grace,  for  I  hear 
you  are  to  go  straight  to  the  Tower  V  to  which 
the  Cardinal  replied—"  Is  this  the  best  onnfort 
you  can  give  to  your  mast^  in  adversity?  It  hath 
always  been  your  inclination  to  be  light  of  credit, 
and  much  lighter  in  reporting  of  lies.  I  would 
you  should  know,  Sir  WilUam,  and  all  those  re- 

H  H 
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porters  too,  that  it  is  untrae,  for  I  never  deserved 
to  come  Uiere."  He  ihen  added — "  Although  it 
hath  pleased  the  king  to  take  my  house  ready 
furnished  for  his  pleasure,  yet  at  this  time  I  would 
have  all  the  world  to  know  that  I  have  nothing 
but  it  is  of  right  of  him,  and  of  him  I  have  re- 
ceived all  that  I  have.  It  is,  therefore,  convenient 
and  reason  to  tender  the  same  unto  him  again." 

This  certainly  was  putting  as  good  a  face  upon 
the  matter  as  he  could ;  but  the  fact  of  his  dis- 
grace was  already  too  well  known  to  be  stopped 
even  by  the  Cardinal's  ingenious  and  Jesuitical 
subterfuge.  In  truth,  so  strong  was  the  general 
report,  and  bo  pleased  were  the  public  with  this 
expectation,  that  the  river  was  covered  with  boats 
all  filled  with  people,  anxious  to  witness  the 
wished-for  sight 

When  Wolsey  set  off  on  this  expedition,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  he  had  but  one  cross  borne 
before  him;  nay,  he  even  openlysaid  that  he  wished 
he  had  never  borne  more — alluding,  evidently,  to 
the  legate's  cross  as  the  cause  of  his  fill! ;  and  it  was 
observed  that  when  he  entered  his  barge  at  his 
privy  stairs,  attended  by  his  numerous  train  of  gen- 
tlemen and  yeomen,  he  was  struck  with  the  si^t 
of  the  asscanblage  on  the  river,  but  silent  on  the 
subject  to  those  around  him,  as  he  proceeded  on 
his  way  by  water  to  Putney  * ;  and  landing  there^ 

*  Eeher  had  been,  for  muiy  yeari,  an  epiacopal  mansion, 
having  been  bestowed  by  WiUiam  the  Conqueror  on  the  abbe; 
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monnted  his  mule  in  all  decent  episcopal  proud 
humility,  but  taking  his  way  to  Esher  in  sorrow 
and  sadness  of  heart.  From  this,  indeed,  he  was 
soon  relieved ;  for  scarcely  had  he  got  as  far  as  ihe 
foot  of  the  hill,  when  a  Mr.  Norria,  a  gentleman 
of  the  royal  bedchamber,  brought  him  a  message 
from  Henry,  importing  that  he  was  as  much  in 
the  royal  fovour  as  ever.  So  elated  was  the  Car- 
dinal with  this  intelligence,  that  it  is  reported  he 
instantly  dismounted,  and  &Iling  on  his  knees  in 
the  dirt,  gave  loud  thanks  to  God,  and  to  the 
king;  when  Mr.  Norris,  as  a  royal  token,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  signet  ring  from  Henry,  for 
which  the  Cardinal,  as  a  token  in  answer,  sent 
back  a  golden  cross,  in  which  a  piece  of  the  holy 
cross  was  said  to  be  inclosed,  and  which  he  had 
hitherto  worn  round  his  own  neck. 

Anxious  still  fru^er  to  regain  and  to  retain 
his  sovereign's  good-wiU,  it  is  said  that  he  be- 

of  St.  Leofrid,  and  sold,  by  one  of  the  abbots,  to  Peter  de 
Roches,  or  de  Rupibns,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  in  the  tiiir- 
teenth  century;  and,  in  1284)  it  was  fnlly  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  that  see  by  Edward  I.  There  was,  howeTer,  no 
episcopal  mansion  here  until  Wyiiam  of  Wainfl^t,  between 
1447  and  1486,  built  what  was  then  called  a  stately  brielt 
boose  on  the  bank  of  the  Mole,  and  Esher  became  the  occa-. 
sional  residence  of  the  bbhops,  devolving  to  Wolsey,  as  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  in  1528,  or  1529,  Dpon  the  demise  of  Fox. 
when  he  repaired  the  old  bouse,  and  rebuilt  Bome  parts  of  it, 
intending  to  occupy  it  whenever  Henry  should  be  resident  at 
Hampton-Conrt. 

HH2 
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thought  him  still  further  of  what  would  be  most 
acceptable  to  his  n^Bl  patroa,  when  his  choiee 
fell  upon  his  fool.  Patch ;  but  Patch  was  either 
too  mudi  of  a  fool,  or  too  honest  a  man,  to  quit 
his  old  master  in  disgrace  even  to  bask  in  the 
fiirours  of  a  court — so  unwilling  was  be  indeed, 
that  six  of  the  tallest  yeomen,  in  the  Cardinal's 
retinue,  could  scarce  conduct  him  to  the  king. 

But  here  we  may  notice  that  this  and  all  the 
rest  of  Henry's  friendly  messages  ore  supposed 
to  have  been  mere  tricks  to  keep  Wolsey  in  hopes 
of  speedy  restoration  to  royal  favour ;  and  con- 
sequently to  prevent  him  from  defending  himself, 
either  in  the  courts  of  law  or  parliament,  or  of 
public  opinion,  l^  producing  the  royal  letters 
patent,  authorizing  him  to  act  as  he  had  done. 

After  the  notification  of  the  king's  continued 
fovour  by  Mr.  Norris,  Wtdsey  still  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  comply  with  the  previous  orders  that 
he  had  received ;  he  therefore  proceeded  to  Esher, 
where  he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  October, 
and  great  part  of  November ;  and  so  little  hope 
had  he  of  restoration  to  power,  and  to  consequent 
wealth,  or  expecting,  perhaps,  that  humility  and 
poverty  were  his  best  cards  to  play,  that  in  a 
short  time  after,  he  dismissed  all  his  servants,  as 
we  shall  presently  detail  more  at  large,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  necessary  menials. 

It  has  been  stated  as  an  extraordinary  instance 
of  ingratitude,  that  amcHigst  the  whole  of  his 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  469 

immense  retinue,  there  was  &ut  one  who  had  the. 
virtue  to  remain  with  his  master  in  his  disgrace,  > 
upon  generous  disinterested  principles,  and  that 
was  Cromwell,  then  his  chief  steward,  who  refused 
to  withdraw  his  services,  and  was  aroordii^ly 
despatched  by  the  fallen  favourite  to  London,  to 
watch  the  proceedings  of  his  enemies,  in  which 
Cromwell  manifested  the  most  indefatigahle  skill 
and  alHlities.  '' 

Whilst  Cromwell  was  in  town,  the  Carding 
remained  in  close  retirement  at  Esher,  where  he 
received  another  &voiirable  message,  and  another 
ring  firom  his  majesty.  Yet  a  bill  for  high  trea- 
son was  brought  against  him  in  parliament,  but 
defeated  by  the  judicious  manag^nent  of  Crom- 
well, as  was  likewise  another  bill  for  hi^  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  as  shall  be  more  fully  noticed 
in  its  proper  place. 

That  Wolsey  must  have  been  very  uncomfort- 
able during  all  these  changes  may  naturally 
be  expected ;  indeed,  of  .his  accommodation  and 
of  that  of  his  suite,  hurried  as  they  had  bem 
into  an  uufomished  house,  we  cannot  present  a 
better  picture  than  in  the  words  of  Cavmdish — 
"  thus  continued  my  lord  at  Ashur,  S  or  4  weekes 
without  either  beds,  sheets,  table-cloths,  or  dishes 
to  eat  their  meat  on,  or  wherewith  to  buy  any. 
But  there  was  good  store  of  all  kind  of  victuals, 
and  of  beer  and  wine  plenty ;  but  afterwards  my 
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lord  borrowed  some  plate  and  dishes  of  the  Bishop 
of  Carlisle." 

Wolsey  remained,  as  we  have  stated,  at  Esher 
until  the  beginning  of  November ;  when  one  day 
whilst  at  dinner,  Mr.  Cromwell  stood  forward, 
apparently  as  spokesman  for  the  household,  and 
told  the  Cardiaal  that  he  ought  in  conscience 
to  consider  the  true  and  good  service  whidi  he 
and  others  of  his  servants  had  done  towards  him, 
never  forsaking  him  in  weale  nor  in  woe.  The 
Cardinal  felt  hurt  at  the  daim,  thus  publicly 
made ;  but  be  calmly  replied — "  Alas !  Tom.  you 
know  that  I  have  nothing  to  give  to  you  nor 
them ;  which  makes  me  both  sorry  and  ashan^ 
that  I  have  nothing  to  requite  your  faithful  ser- 
vices."-:—To  which  Cromwell  answered  that  flie 
Cardinal  had  many  chaplains  who  had  been  pre- 
ferred by  him  to  rich  benefices ;  many  worth  £S00 
per  annum,  and  some  even  equal  to  £1000;  adding, 
that  it  were  a  shame  for  them  not  to  come  far- 
ward  to  assist  him  with  funds,  especially  when  it 
was  considered  that  the  poor  servants  who  still 
attended  upon  him,  though  unpaid,  did  more  duty 
in  one  day  than  any  one  of  these  chaplains  had 
done  in  a  year. 

This  remonstrance  seems  to  have  had  consider- 
able effect  upon  Wolsey ;  for  he  shortly  afterwards 
directed  that  all  the  gentlemen  and  yeomen  of  the 
household  should  be  assembled  in  the  great  cham- 
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ber,  where  they  arranged  themselrefl  in  order— 
the  gentlemen  on  the  right,  and  the  yeomen  on 
the  left — when  the  CardiQid  came  out  dressed  in 
his  rochet,  upon  a  violet  gown  like  a  bishop,  and 
attended  by  his  chaplains,  with  whom  he  passed 
to  the  great  window  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
diamber.  He  then  turned  round  and  looked  at- 
tentively over  the  assembled  household,  but  was 
unable  to  speak  to  them  frcon  his  emotions,  the 
tears  actually  running  down  his  cheeks,  which 
was  met  by  an  equal  burst  of  grief  on  the  part  of 
his  attendants.'  At  length  he  addressed  them,  as 
detfuled  by  Cavendish,  in  the  following  words : — 
"Most  &ithful  gentlemen  and  true-hearted  yeo- 
moi ;  I  do  not  lament  to  see  you  about  me,  but 
I  lament  in  manner  and  certainty  on  my  behalf 
towards  you  all,  in  whom  hath  been  great  de&ult, 
that  in  my  prosperity  I  have  not  done  so  much 
for  you  as  I  might  have  done  either  in  deed  or 
words,  whidi  lay  in  my  power  then  to  do.  But 
then  I  knew  not  the  Jewell  and  special  treasure 
I  had  in  mine  house  of  you  my  faithful  servants ; 
but  now  experience  hath  taught  me,  and  with  the 
eyea  of  my  discretion  I  do  well  perceive  the  same. 
There  was  never  thing  that  repented  me  more 
that  ever  I  did,  than  doth  the  remembrance  of  my 
great  and  most  obUvious  n^ligence  and  unkind 
ingratitude,  that  I  have  not  promoted,  preferred, 
or  advanced  you  all  according  to  your  derOsritt ; 
faoiwbeit  it  is  not  unknown  unto  you  all,  that  I 
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was  Dot  so  fully  furnished  of  temporal  promo-' 
tions,  in  my  gift,  as  I  was  of  spiritual  prefo-- 
raents :  and  if  I  should  have  preferred  you  to  any 
of  the  king's  offices,  then  should  I  have  wonne  in 
the  indignation  of  the  king's  servants,  who  would 
not  much  let  to  report  behind  my  back  that  there 
could  no  office  in  the  king's  gift  eavape  the  Car- 
dinal and  his  servants.  And  thus  should  I  have 
won  an  open  slander  before  all  the  world.  But 
now  it  is  come  to  this  pass  that  it  pleased  the  king 
to  take  all  that  I  have  into  bis  hands,  so  that  I 
have  notliing  to  give  you,  for  I  have  nothing  left 
me  but  my  bare  clothes  upon  my  bock,  the  whidi 
are  but  simple  in  comparison  to  that  I  had ; 
howbeit  if  it  might  do  you  any  good  I  would  not 
shrink  to  divide  the  same  amongst  you ;  yea '. 
and  the  skin  of  my  back  too,  if  it  might  counter- 
vail any  value  among  yon. 

"  But  my  good  gentlemen  and  yeomen,  ray 
trusty  and  faithful  servants,  and  of  whom  no 
prince  hath  the  like,  I  shall  require  you  to  take 
some  patience  with  me  awhile ;  for  I  doubt  not 
but  that  the  king,  considering  my  su^ested  of- 
fence, by  mine  enemies  put  against  me,  to  be  of 
small  grief  or  hurt  for  so  great  and  sudden  an 
overthrow,  will  shortly  restore  me  to  my  living; 
so  that  I  shall  be  more  able  to  divide  my  sub- 
stance among  you ;  whereof  ye  shall  not  lacke, 
for  whatsoever  shall  chance  hereafter  to  be  an 
overplus,  and  superfluity  of  my  revenues  at  the 
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determination  of  my  yearly  accompt,  it  shall  be 
distributed  among  you ;  for  I  will  never,  during 
my  lyfe,  esteem  the  .goods  and  riches  of  this 
world,  any  otherwise  than  shall  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  state  that  God  hath  and  shall  caU  me 
unto.  And  if  the  king  do  not  so  shortly  restore 
me,  then  I  will  write  for  you,  either  to  the  king, 
or  to  any  nobleman  within  tliis  realm,  to  retain 
your  service;  for  I  doubt  not  but  the  king,  or 
any  nobleman  of  this  realm,  will  credit  my  letter 
in  your  recommendation.  Tlierefbre,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  would  advise  you  to  repair  home  to  your 
wives,  such  as  have  wives,  and  some  of  you  that 
have  no  wives,  to  take  a  time  to  visit  your 
parents  in  the  country.  There  is  none  of  you 
all,  but  once  in  the  year  ye  would  require  license 
to  see  and  visit  your  wife  and  other  of  your 
friends.  Take  this  time,  therefore,  in  that  re- 
spect,  and  on  your  return,  I  will  not  refuse  you 
to  beg  with  you.  I  consider  that  your  service  in 
my  house  hatb  been  such,  that  ye  be  not  apt  to 
serve  any  man  under  the  degree  of  a  king;  there- 
fore  I  would  advise  you  to  serve  no  man  but  the 
king,  who,  I  am  Bure,  will  not  refuse  you.  There- 
fore I  shall  desire  you  to  take  your  pleasure  for 
a  montii,  and  then  ye  may  come  again ;  and  by 
that  time,  I  trust  your  king  will  extend  his  mercy 
upon  me." 

To  this  address,  Cromwell,  the  secretary,  an- 
swered, that  th6re  were  several  of  the  jreomen 
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that  would  be  glad  to  see  their  friends,  but  they 
had  no  money ;  and  therefore  he  considered  tfaat 
amongst  the  many  chsplains  present,  who  had  re- 
ceived great  benefices  from  his  hands,  there  must 
be  some  who  had  the  means,  and  who  would  not 
allow  the  Cardinal  to  lade  ready  money  upon  sodi 
an  occasion :  he  also  observed,  that  althou^  he, 
himself,  had  not  yet  receiTed  from  Wols^  one 
penny  towards  the  cost  of  his  living,  still  would 
he  do  something  towards  assisting  the  poc»er 
part  of  the  household,  presenting  at  the  same 
time  five  pounds  to  the  Cardinal ;  "  and  now  let 
US  see,"  added  he,  "  what  your  chaplains  will 
do.  I  think  they  wiU  depart  with  you  much 
more  liberally  than  I,  who  be  more  able  to  give 
you  a  pound  than  I  a  penny.  Go  to,  mastosr 
—addressing  himself  to  the  chaplains,  who  thus 
publicly  called  upon,  and  after  such  an  example 
found  it  necessary  to  oome  forward  also  with  their 
donations ;  some  offering  ten  pounds ;  others 
twenty  nobles ;  some  imitating  Cromwell's  gift 
ot  five  pounds :  in  consequence  of  which  the  Car- 
dinal was  enabled  to  distribute  ten  shillings  a- 
piece  to  the  yeomen,  in  part  of  their  quarter's 
wages,  t<^;ether  with  as  much  more  as  would  pay 
each  for  a  month's  board  wages. 

The  household  being  now  dismissed,  they  as- 
sembled in  the  hall  to  talk  over  the  affair ;  but 
thouj^  some  prepared  to  set  off  to  see  their 
friokls,  yet  it  is  said  there  were  otiaers  who  wotdd 
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not  depart,  nor  leave  their  master,  until  they 
should  see  him  restored  to  a  better  state.  Wd 
state  this  upon  the  authority  of  Cavendish,  who 
is,  no  doubt,  more  worthy  of,  credit  than  those  an- 
nalists who  have  brought  a  sweeping  chai^  of 
ingratitude  against  all  the  members  of  bis  nume- 
rous household,  as  recorded  in.  a  preceding  page. 
Still  are  we  disposed  to  give  due  praise,  for  his 
generous  and  disinterested  conduct  towards  bis 
master,  to  Secretary  Cromwell,  who  instantly  set 
off  to  London,  but  not  as  one  of  the  deserters,  for 
he  was  stanch  to  his  master's  cause,  and  only  left 
him  for.  the  purpose  of  getting  into  parliament, 
then  about  to  meet  In  this,  too,  he  was  success- 
ful ;  for  soon  after  his  arrival  in  town,  he  met  a 
very  particular  friend,  Sir  Thomas  Byssbe,  whose 
son  then  sat  for  a  borough,  and  it  was  soon  ar- 
ranged that  young  Byssbe  should  retire,  thatCrom- 
well  might  be  returned  in  his  stead — a  very  im- 
portant and  very  curious  fact,  as  it  shows  that 
seats  in  parliament  were  sought  after  and  attained 
by  something  like  modem  means,  long  previous 
to  that  period  generally  alluded  to  by  political 
writers  who  speak  so  much  of  the  good  old  times 
when  corruption  was  unknown. 

Let  it  be  remarked,  too,  that  the  whole  of  this 
transaction  took  place  in  leas  than  three  days,  for 
in  three'  days  after  his  departure,  Cromwell  re- 
turned to  Esher ;  when  on  his  introduction  to  the 
Cardinal'  by  the  gentleman  usher,  he  observed 
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to  the  latter  "  I  have  adventured  my  feet  where 
I  will  be  better  r^uded,  ere  the  parliament  be 
dissolved." 

Cromwell  had  then  some  short  conversation 
with  the  Cardinal,  after  which  he  posted  back  to 
town  in  order  to  join  the  House  at  its  (irst  sit- 
ting, so  as  to  acquire  informatiou  for  his  master 
on  all  points  of  accusation  that  might  he  brought 
against  him— a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
Cardinal  in  regard  to  the  early  preparation  of  his 
defence. 

We  have  already  hinted  at  a  second  ring  and 
friendly  message  being  sent  by  the  king  toWolsey ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  this  ring  and  message 
were  presented,  described  by  Cavendish  in  his 
gossiping  way,  may  serve  to  illustrate  not  only 
*he  manners  of  those  times,  but  also  the  courtly 
politics  of  that  day,  showing  clearly  that  even  the 
"  tyrant  Harry,"  as  he  is  so  often  called,  was  as 
much  under  the  control  of  his  ministers  as  the 
most  constitutional  monarch  that  ever  sat  upon 
the  English  throne.  To  give  the  scene  its  full 
effect,  we  shall  insert  it  verbatim ;  premising  that 
it  took  place  on  the  evening  after  the  dismissal  of 
the  household. 

"  After  my  Lorde  had  supped  that  nighte,  and 
all  men  gone  to  bed,  being  alhollowday  aboute 
midnighte,  one  (rf'  the  porters  came  to  my  ctramber 
dore,  and  knocked  there  to  wake  me :  and  beinge 
once  awake,  and  perceiving  who  was  there,  I  asked 
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him  what  be  would  have  that  tyme  of  the  uighte. 
Sir,  quoth  he,  there  be  a  great  number  of  horse- 
men at  the  gate,  that  would  come  in,  sayinge  that 
it  is  Sir  John  Russell ;  and  so  it  appears  by  hia 
voice ;  and  what  is  your  pleasure  that  I  shall  do  ? 
said  he.  Marie,  quoth  I,  go  downe  againe  and 
make  a  greate  fier  in  jrour  lodge,  (untill  I  come) 
to  drie  them ;  for  it  rayned  all  that  nighte  moste 
vebementlie  as  it  did  any  ty^e  before.  Then  I 
rose  and  made  me  readie,  and  put  on  my  nighte 
gowne,  and  came  to  the  gates,  aiid  asked  who  was 
theare?  With  that  Master  Russell  spake  to  me, 
whome  I  knewe  righte  well,  and  caused  the  gates 
to  be  set  open,  and  let  them  all  come  in  who  were 
wet  to  the  very  skynne.  I  caused  Mr.  Russell  to 
go  unto  the  fier  in  the  porter's  lodge  to  drie  him, 
and  he  shewed  me  that  he  was  come  from  y* 
l^nge  unto  my  lorde,  in  message  with  whome  be 
required  me  to  speake.  Sir,  quoth  I,  I  trust  your 
newes  be  good.  Yea,  I  promise  you  on  my 
fidelitie,  and  so  tell  him  that  I  have  brought  him 
such  newes  as  will  please  him  righte  well.  Then 
(quoth  I),  will  I  go  and  wake  him,  and  cause  bim 
to  rise.  I  went  incontinent  to  my  lorde's  chamber 
doore,  and  knocked  there  so,  that  my  lorde  spake 
to  me,  and  asked  me  what  I  would  have.  With 
that,  I  tolde  him  of  the  comynge  of  Sir  John  Rus- 
sell; and  then  he  called  up  to  him  one  of  his 
grotanes  to  let  me  in,  and  when  I  was  come  to 
him,  I  tolde  him  againe  of  the  jomey  that  Sir 
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John  RuBsell  had  taken,  that  troablesome  nighte. 
I  praie  God,  all  be  fo^  the  best,  (quoth  he).  Yea 
air,  (quoth  I)  he  shewed  mee  and  bo  badde  me 
tell  you,  that  he  broughte  70U  miche  newee  as  ye 
would  greatlie  rejoyce  thereat  Well  then,  (quoth 
he)  God  be  praised,  and  welcome  he  hia  grace. 
Go  ye  and  fetche  him  to  me,  and  by  that  tyme  I 
will  be  readie  to  talke  with  him.  Then  returned 
I  into  the  lodge,  and  broughte  Mr.  Russell  from 
thence  to  my  lorde,  who  had  caste  about  him  his 
nighte  gowne.  And  when  Mr.  Russell  was  come  be- 
fore him,  he  moste  humblie  reverenced  him  upon 
his  knee,  whome  my  lorde  stooped  unto,  and  tooke 
him  up,  and  bad  him  welcome.  Sir,  quoth  he, 
^the  king  commendetfa  him  onto  you;  and  de- 
livered him  a  great  ringe  of  golde  with  a  tnrkes, 
for  a  token,  and  willed  me  to  bid  you  be  of  good 
cheere,  for  he  loveth  you  as  well  as  ever  he  did, 
and  is  sorie  for  your  trouble ;  whose  mind  runneth 
muche  upon  you,  insomuch  that  before  his  Grace 
sat  downe  to  supper,  he  called  me  unto  him,  and 
desired  me  to  take  the  paine  servablie  to  visit  yon 
and  to  comforte  you,  the  best  of  my  power.  And 
sir,  I  have  had  the  sorest  jomey  for  so  little 
value  that  ever  I  had  to  my  remembrance. 

"  My  lorde  thanked  him  for  his  paines  and  good 
newes,  and  demaunded  of  him  if  he  had  supped; 
and  he  saide  naye.  Well  then,  quoth  my  lorde, 
cause  &e  cookes  to  provide  meate  for  him,  and 
cause  a  chamber  to  be  [ffovided  for  him  that  be 
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maie  take  his  reste  a  while  upon  a  bed.  All 
whiche  conunandment  I  fulfilled ;  and,  in  tbe  mean 
time^  Mr.  Ruaaell  went  to  his  chamber,  takinge 
his  leave  of  my  lorde ;  and  saide  he  would  tarie 
but  a  while,  fw  he  would  be  at  the  court  at  Grene- 
wjche  againe  before  daye ;  and  would  not  for  anie 
tfainge  that  were  knowne  that  he  had  beene  with 
my  lorde  that  nighte.  And  bo  being  in  his 
chamber,  bavinge  a  small  repaste,  rested  him  a 
while  upon  a  bedd,  whilst  his  servaunts  supped  and 
dried  them ;  and  that  donne,  incontinent  he  rode 
awaie  with  spede  againe  to  the  courte.  After 
this,  within  a  while,  my  lorde  was  restored  to 
plate  ressell,  and  household  stuffe  of  ererie  thinge 
necessarie  some  parte ;  so  that  he  waa  better  fur- 
nished than  before." 

There  is  some  confusion,  as  we  have  previously 
noticed,  amongst  the  various  historiana,  in  r^;ard 
to  the  exact  routine  i^  the  proceedings  against 
Wolsey ;  some  considering  the  proceedings  of  the 
attmuey-general  against  him,  by  indictment  ou 
the  dth  of  Octo^,  as  merely  preparatory  to  ulte- 
rior law  process,  whilst  o&era,  and  upon  good 
authority,  consider  some  conviction  to  have  ac- 
.  toally  taken  place,  as  there  is  still  estant  the 
king's  brief  *,  declaring,  that  "on  the  9tfa  of  Octobw 
last,  upon  certain  grave  contempts,  he  was  ctm- 
victed,  and  also,  by  the  judgment  of  the  court,  put 

*  RymerFod.  xir.  317. 
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out  of  the  king's  protection,  yet  at  his  supplica- 
tion, the  king  takes  his  body  and  person  under  his 
protection ;  he  being  ordered  to  appear  in  curia 
regis  to  answer  to  various  grave  contempts,  trans- 
gressions, and  o£fences,  committed  and  perpetrated 
by  the  said  Cardinal  against  us,  our  crovn,  dignity, 
and  n^al  power !  This  then  leads  us  to  the  first 
parliamentary  impeachment  of  the  Cardinal,  whidi 
is  summed  nip  very  shortly  by  Cavendish,  who 
merely  states  that  a  bill  of  articles  was  tnought 
into  parliament  to  have  him  condemned  of  hi|^ 
treason,  "  against  which  bill  Master  Cromwell 
did  inveigh  bo  discreetly  and  with  such  witty  p^- 
suasions,  that  the  same  would  take  no  effect," — 
and  the  consequence  was  that  his  enemies  had  no 
resource  left  but  to  indict  him  for  a  {wmnunire,  s 
conviction  undar  which  would  entitle  the  king  to 
claim  all  his  prc^ierty  whatsoever,  especially  all 
that  whidi  he  had  obtained  by  grant,  or  purchased 
for  the  support  of  his  intended  colleges  at  Oxford 
and.  Ipswich ;  both  then  erected,  and  described  afl 
most  sumptuous  buildings  *. 

The  legol  proceedings  in  the  pranunire  were 
immediately  commenced;  and  shortly  after  the 
judges  were  sent  to  him  to  take  his  answer  on  the 
various  charges  therein  contained ;  to  whom  he  is 

*  Fiddes  Bseerts  th&t  the  proceedings  oa  premuuire  took 
pUce  before  the  impeachmeDt;  bat  he  appears  to  confoond 
tbe  first  iDdictment  by  HkIm,  the  attorney-genera],  with  a 
sabeequent  prosecution. 
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reported  to  have  said, — "  My  lords,  judges,  the 
IdQg  knoweth  whether  I  have  offended,  or  no,  in 
using  my  prerogative  for  the  which  I  am  indicted. 
I  have  the  king's  licence  in  my  coffer  to  show, 
under  Mb  hand  and  broad  seal,  for  the  executing 
and  using  thereof  in  most  large  manner,  the 
which  now  are  in  the  hands  of  my  enemies ;  but, 
because  I  will  not  here  stand  to  contend  with  his 
majesty  in  liia  own  case,  I  will  here  presently  be- 
fore you  confess  the  indictment,  and  put  myself 
wholly  to  the  mercy  and  grace  of  the  king,  trust- 
ing that  he  hath  a  conscience  and  reason  to  con- 
sider the  truth,  and  my  humble  submission  and 
obedience  wherein  I  mig^t  well  stand  to  my  trial 
with  justice.  Thus  much  may  you  say  to  his 
.highness,  that  I  wholly  submit  myself  under  his 
obedience  in  all  things  to  his  princely  will  and 
pleasure,  whom  I  never  disobeyed,  or  repugned, 
but  was  always  contented  and  glad  to  please  him 
befwe  Giod,  whom  I  ou^t  most  chiefly  to  have 
believed  and  obeyed,  which  I  now  repent  I  most 
desire  you  to  have  me  commended  to  him,  for 
whom  J  shall  during  my  life  pray  to  God  to  send 
him  much  prosperity,  honour,  and  victory  over 
his  enemies." 

Having  made  this  declaration,  the  judges  left 
him ;  but  soon  after  Judge  Shelley  was  sent  to 
speak  with  him,  when,  after  all  due  ceremony  <^ 
form  and  salutation,  the  judge  told  him  that  it 
was  the  king's  pleasure  to  demand  his  house,  called 
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York-place,  near  Westminster,  belonging  to  the 
bishopric  of  York, — adding,  "  and  that  yon  do 
pass  the  same,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
his  highness  hath  sent  for  all  his  judges  and 
learned  counsel  to  know  their  opinions  for  your 
assurance  thereof;  who  have  fully  resolved  that 
your  grace  must  make  a  recc^izance,  and  before 
a  judge  acknowledge  and  confess  the  right  thereof 
to  belong  to  the  king  and  bis  successors ;  and  so 
his  highness  shall  be  assured  thereof.  Wherefore 
it  hath  pleased  the  king  to  send  me  hither  to  take 
of  you  the  recognizance,  having  in  your  grace 
such  affiance  that  you  will  not  refuse  to  do  so ; 
therefore  I  do  desire  to  know  your  grace's  plea- 
sure therein." 

This  demand,  so  made,  seems  to  have  ronsed- 
Wolse/s  mettle,  for  he  instantlyreplied, — ^"Master 
Shelley !  I  know  the  king,  of  his  own  nature,  is 
of  a  royal  spirit,  not  requiring  more  than  reason 
shall  lead  him  to  by  the  law :  and  therefore  I 
counsel  you,  and  all  other  judges'  and  learned  men 
of  his  counsel,  to  put  no  more  into  his  head  than 
law,  that  may  stand  with  conscience.  For,  wh^ 
you  tell  him  that  altboi^k  this  be  law,  yet  it  is 
not  conscience ;  for  law  without  conscience  is  not 
fit  to  be  ministered  by  a  king  nor  his  counsel,  nor 
by  any  of  his  ministers,  for  every  counsel  to  a  king 
ought  to  have  respect  to  conscience  before  the 
rigdlu*  of  the  law — Laus  est  focere  quod  decet, 
non  quod  licit — The  kfaig  ought  for  his  royal 
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Aignitjr  and  pren^tive  to  iitlti||;ate  the  rigour  of 
the  law ;  and  therefore  in  his  princely  place  he 
hath  constitiited  a  chancellor,  to  order  for  him  the 
same,  and  therefore  the  court  of  chancery  haHh 
been  conunonly  called  the  court  of  conscience ;  for 
that  it  hath  jurisdiction  to  command  the  law  in 
every  case*  to  desist  fromlhe  r^ur  of  the  execu- 
tion :  and  now  I  say  to  you.  Master  Shdley,  hare 
I  a  power,  or  may  I  with  conscience  gire  that 
away  which  is  now  mine,  for  me  and  my  suc- 
cessors ?  If  this  be  law  and  consden^,  I  pray  you 
show  me  your  opinion." 

Shelley's  rqdy  was  rather  rough  and  time- 
serving than  courtly, — "  Forsooth,  there  i^  no 
great  conscience  in  it ;  but,  having  regard  to  the 
king's  great  power,  it  may  the  better  stand  with 
conscience,  who"  (meaning  the  king  evidently)  "  is 
sufficient  to  recompence  the  church  qf  York  with 
the  double  value." 

"  That  I  know  well,"  rejoined  the  Cardinal, 
"  bnt  there  ia  no  such  condition,  but  only  a  bare 
and  simple  departure  of  other's  rights.  If  every 
iMshop  should  do  so,  dien  might  every  prelate  give 
away  the  patrimony  of  the  church;  and  so,  in 
jHTocesa  of  time,  leave  nothing  for  their  successors 
to  maintain  their  dignities';  which  would  be  but 
little  to  the  king's  honour." 

Wolsey  thm  demanded  a  sight  of  Sheila's  comr- 
mission,  which  was  produced.  He  glanced  it  over ; 
and  then  said,—"  Tell  his  highness  Uiat  I  am  his 
I  I  S 
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moet  faithful  subject,  and  obedient  beadsman, 
whose  command  I  will  in  no  wise  dieobe7 ;  bat 
will  in  alt  things  fulfill  hia  Measure,  as  you,  the 
fathers  of  the  taw,  say  I  may.  Therefore  I  chai^ 
your  conscience  to  discharge  me ;  and  show  his 
highness  from  me  that  I  must  desire  his  majesty 
to  remember  there  is  both  Heaven  and  Hell !" 

This  speech,  thus  related  verlmtim  by  his  friend 
and  apologist,  shows  clearly  how  deep  were  the 
wounds  that  rankled  in  Wolsey's  bosom,  though 
he  endeavoured,  by  a  dignified  and  philosophic  be- 
haviour, in  some  measure  to  defeat  the  malice  of 
his  enemies  by  not  permitting  them  to  see  how 
much  he  suffered.  Indeed  it  ia  pretty  evidoit 
tliat  even  now  tliey  fieared  he  should  r^ain  the 
royal  confidence,  for  they  could  not  but  perceive 
**  the  good  affection  the  king  bore  always  towards 
him," — ^nay  Cavendish  asserts  ttiat  they  feared 
him  more  after  his  fell,  than  they  did  during  his 
prospeHty;  for  should  he  again  come  into  favour 
and  political  power,  they  well  knew  what  they 
might  expect  from  his  revenge,  by  his  previous 
conduct  to  Sir  Amyas  Paulet  In  consequence  (tf 
this  feeling,  therefore,  they  not  only  continued  to 
keep  up  the  royal  animosity  towards  him  l^  re- 
peated charges,  but  they  also  used,  as  Cavendish 
states,  every  means  in  their  power  to  firet  and 
chafe  the  Cardinal  himself  in  hopes  that  death 
might  thus  step  in  and  relieve  them  frran  all 
fiirthar  contest 
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It  ia  a  very  curious  &ct  that  on  the  d^  of 
Shdlcy's  visit,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  actually 
Bent  to  the  Cardinal,  with  fresh  assurances  of  the 
royal  favour :  and  as  soon  as  Wolsey  was  informed 
of  his  near  approach,  he  ordered  all  his  gentlemen 
to  waat  upon  -him  down  throu^  the  hall,  and  into 
the  lower  or  outer  court,  to  receive  the  duke  at 
the  gates,  and  commanded  all  his  yeomen  to  stand 
in  regular  order  in  the  hall,  whilst  be  himself  and 
his  train  of  gentlemen  went  to  the  gates,  who^  he 
received  the  duke  bareheaded  *.  When  the  dvke 
dismounted,  the  Cardinal  and  he  emttraced ;  and 
the  letter  then  led  him  by  the  arm  through  the 
hall,  towards  his  presence  chamber.  As  soon  as 
his  Grace  of  Norfolk  arrived  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  ham,  he  looked  with  some  surprise  and  ad- 
miration at  the  number  of  tall  yeomen,  and  turning 
to  them  said,  "  Sirs,  the  effect  of  your  diligrait 
and  foithful  service  unto  your  master  m  this ;  his 
calamity  bath  purchased  you  of  all  men,  noble 
and  ignoble,  much  honesty,  insomuch  as  the  king 
commanded  me  to  say  to  you,  in  his  name,  that 
for  the  true  and  loving  service  ye  have  done  to 
your  master,  his  highness  will  see  you  all  at  any 
time  furnished  with  advices  according  to  your 
demerits." 

On  hearing  this,  the  Cardinal  took  off  his  c^ ; 

*  This  visit  appears  to  have  taken  place  after  the  explana- 
tion with  the  honsdiold  i  it  is  evident,  thereCore,  that  he  was 
not  deserted  by  all  his  donwsUcs. 
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and  turning  to  the  duke  said,  "  These  men  be  all- 
approved  men ;  therefore  it  were  pity  they  shonM 
want  any  service :  and  being  sorry  that  I  am  not 
abte  to  do  for  them  as  my  heart  wlsheth,  I  wUl 
therefore  require  you,  my  good  lord,  to  be  .good 
lord  unto  them,  and  extend  your  dierity  among 
them  where  and  when  ye  shall  see  occasion  at  any 
time  hereafter ;  and  that  ye  will  prefer  their  dili- 
gence and  faithful  service  unto  the  Mng." 

"  Doubt  ye  not,  my  lord,"  replied  the  duln, 
"  but  I  will  do  for  them  the  best  in  my  power: 
and  whenever  I  see  cause  I  will  be  an  earnest 
suitor  for  them  to  the  king :  and  some  of  yon  I 
will  retain  myself  in  service,  for  right  honest  men ; 
end  fls  you  have  begun,  so  continue  now  until  yoa 
hear  more  of  the  king's  pleasure."  Tlien  adding 
**  God's  blessing  and  mine  be  upon  you,"  he  went 
up  to  the  great  chamber  to  dinner,  whaneWolsey 
thanked  him  for  his  kind  consideration  towards 
his  household,  saying, — "  Yet,  ray  lord,  <rf  all  other 
noblemen,  I  have  most  cause  to  thank  yoa  for 
your  noble  and  gentle  heart,  the  which  yon  have 
showed  me  behind  my  back,  as  my  servant,  Thomas 
Cromwell,  hath  reported  unto  me.  But  even  as 
you  be  a  nobleman,  indeed,  so  have  you  showed 
yourself  no  less  to  all  men  in  Cfdamity,  and  in 
especial  to  me,  whom  ye  have  brought  down  from 
my  high  estate;  but  now  again,  being  in  this 
miseraUe  state,  ye  have  extended  your  &vonr 
most  honourably  with  greirt  charity,  ye  do  right 
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w^  dflserre  to  bear  in  your  anns  the  ntAAe  and 
gentle  lion,  whose  natural  property  is,  whai  he 
hadi  Tuiqnished  a  cruel  beast,  and  seeeth  him 
yielded,  lying  prostrate  before  him  under  his  feet, 
'then  will  he  be  merciful  unto  him,  and  do  him  no 
more  hurt,  nor  suffer  any  ravenous  beast  to  de- 
vour him ;  all  whose  natural  inclination  ye  hare. 
Wherefore  I  m^  say  these  verses  in  your  com- 
meudatian — 

"  Parceie  prostntU  scit  nobilis  ira  leouis : 
Tu  qnoqne  fac  Bimile,  qnisqnia  regoabis  in  orbe." 

.  Just  as  the  Cardinal  had  finished  this  consum- 
mate piece  of  flattery,  the  water  was  brou^t  to 
wash,  to  which  operation  Wolsey  called  the  atten- 
tion -of  the  duke,  to  wash  in  the  same  vessel  with 
him ;  but  the  latter  refused  to  do  so,  as  Cavendish 
says,  "  out  of  courtesie,"  but  more  probably  either 
from  pride  or  enmity,  though  he  cloaked  the  re- 
fusal on  the  score  that  it  became  him  no  more  to 
presume  to  wash  with  him  now  than  it  did  before. 
"  Yea,"  answered  the  Cardinal,  "  for  my  legantine 
power  is  gone,  wherein  stood  all  my  high  honoiir." 
— '*  A  strawe  for  your  legantine  rank,"  replieolhe 
duke.  "  I  never  esteemed  your  honour  the  higher  > 
for  -tiiat;  but  I  esteemed  your  honour  for  that  ye 
were  Archbishop  ofVork,  and  a  Cardinal,  whose 
estate  and  honour  surmounteth  any  duke  now 
within  this  realm :  and  even  so  will  I  honour  you, 
and  acknowledge  the  same  in  doing  you  reverence 
^t  bouoor  accordingly.    Therefore,  I  pray  you, 
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hold  me  onnised ;  for  I  will  not  presume  to  vadi 

with  you." 

Woieey  was  thus  obliged  to  perform  the  ablu- 
tion hy  himself,  aAer  which  the  duke  washed ;  yet 
apparently,  as  Cavendish  describes  it,  in  the  same 
water. 

This  ceremony  over,  Wolsey  wished  that  the 
duke  should  sit  down  in  the  chair  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  table ;  but  this  also  Norfolk  refused, 
*'  with  much  humbleness."  Another  chair  was 
then  set  for  the  duke  opposite  to  the  Cardinal,  on 
the  outside  of  the  table ;  but  even  that  the  iaks 
caused  to  be  set  a  little  lower  down,  or  as  it  is  in 
the  MS.  "  to  be  based  somethinge  boieettie,  and 
would  not  sit  directly  againste  my  lord." 

The  conversation  now  turned  principally  nptm 
the  diligent  service  of  the  gentlemen  that  waited 
during  dinner,  and  how  much  the  king  and  all  the 
other  lords  did  esteem  and  commend  them  in  bo 
doing,  and  how  little  they  were  r^arded  in  the 
court,  who  had  gone  into  the  king's  service,  and 
thufi  forsook  their  master  in  the  time  of  his  neoes* 
eity;  some  of  whom  the  duke  even  blamed  If 
liame. 

This  conversation  ended,  the  duke  and  Cardinal 
rose  from  table,  retiring  to  the  privy  chamber, 
where  they  continued  in  private  consultation,  until 
it  happened  that  the  arrival  of  Judge  Shelley  was 
announced,  when  the  duke  expressed  his  desire  to 
go  to  another  chamber,  to  repose  himself  for  a 
little  while.    This,  of  course,  was  agreed  to ;  but 
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ea  the  duke  came  out  ctf  the  privy  chamber,  he 
met  with  Shelley,  who  immediately  addressed  him, 
and  after  relating  the  afiair  on  which  he  was 
come,  as  already  detailed,  requested  that  he  would 
stop  and  assist  him  in  ezecating  his  message ;  but 
this  the  duke  refused,  saying—"  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  your  message,  and  therefore  vrill  not 
meddle,"  and  then  departed  for  his  chamber,  where 
he  rested  for  an  hour  or  two. 

In  the  mean  time,  Wols^  left  his  privy  cham- 
ber, and  went  to  Shelley  in  the  ante-room,  desiring 
to  know  the  purport  of  his  message,  doubtleaa 
much  emboldened  by  the  previous  asaurances  of 
royal  &vonr. 

Notwithstanding  the  pride  of  the  Cardinal  in 
hifl  prosperity,  and  some  s%ht  bursts  of  an  inde- 
pendent spirit  against  his  enemies  and  persecutors 
in  his  adversity,  he  seems,  upon  the  whole,  to 
have  sunk  very  low  occasionally,  with  regard  to 
Bolicitations  to  all  those  who,  as  he  imagined, 
might  be  of  assistance  to  him.  A  remarkable  in- 
stance of  this  occurs  in  an  original  letter  of  his  *, 
addressed  to  the  king's  secretary :~~ 

"  Myn  owne  goode  Mastyr  Secretary, 

"  Albeit  I  am  in  such  alteration  and  indysspo- 
sition  of  my  hede  and  body,  by  y*  menys  of  my 
dayly  sorrow  and  hevynes,  y'  I  am  feign  ommit 
to  wryt  any  long  letters ;  yet  ray  trustyng  &ende, 
Th<mias  Cromwel,  retowmyng  and  repayriug  onto 

*  Brit.  Mds.  Luud.  CoU.  No.  121,  art.  3,  «D  uitograph. 
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you,  I  oowde  nat  fozbere  Int  brevity  to  pat  y*  in 
remembrance,  how  7'  after  y*  consultation  tal^a 
by  y*  king's  highnes  opon  myn  ordering,  v'''  yee 
fiuj^xwed  dunild  bee  on  Scmday  was  aevyziighte, 
yee  wold  not  fail  to  adrertyse  mee  at  y'  Ifjyi^h 
of  the  Bpecialty  thereof;  of  y*  wch  to  here  and 
have  knowleg,  I  have  and  dayly  do  loke  far.  I 
pray  y°  therfbr,  at  y*  reverens  of  Gh)d,  and  of  tfays 
holy  tyme,  and  as  yee  love  and  tendyr  my  poore 
li^  do  so  much  as  to  wryt  onto  mee  y'  seyd  letters ; 
vherby  I  may  take  some  cumfort  and  rest:  not 
doubtii^  but  y'  hert  ys  so  gettt;^  and  petifol,  y* 
bavyng  knowleg  In  w*  agony  I  am  yn,  yee  wole 
take  y*  paine  to  send  onto  me  y'  seyd  consolatory 
lett^s,  wherby  yee  ^lall  nat  ondly  desraTe  towards 
God,  bat  also  bynde  mee  to  bee,  as  I  aiii>  y*  con- 
tinoal  bedisman.  Wrytten  this  mornyng  at  Asher 
.  m^  y*  onde  hand  and  sorrowful  hert  of  y"  with 
hest  and  prayer. 

"  T.  Cab.'^  Eboe.  MiMrrimns." 

Of  the  same  nature  was  another  epistle  to  the 
king's  secretary,  and  evidently  of  this  date. 

"  To  the  Rygth  honorable  and  my  assuiyd 
Frende,  Muslyr  Secretary  *. 

**  My  owne  good  Mastyr  Secretary, 

"  After  my  moste  herty  cranmend^ionB,  I  pray 
yoa  at  the  reverens  of  God  to  belpe  ^at  ezpeditioti 
be  usyd  in  my  persuts,  the  delay  wfaerof  so  re- 

*  Brit  Mtu.  Ays.  Col.  4160. 
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plenysliTd  my  herteVith  HevyBCS,  that  I  can 
take  no  rate ;  not  for  anye  vayne  fexe,  but  onety 
for  the  miserable  condytion,  tiiat  I  am  presently 
yn,  and  lyklyhod  to  contjrnue  in  the  same,  cmles 
tiiat  yow,  in  whom  ys  myn  assnryd  trnste,  do 
hdpe  and  rdieve  me  theriti.  For  iyrste,  .con- 
^uyng  here  in  thya  moiete  and  corapt  ayo-, 
beyng  enteryd  agu  to  the  passyon  of  the  dropay— 
***  appetiius  et  continuo  in  Jornnio,  I  cannot 
lyve.  Wherfi^  of  necesyte  I  mnste  be  removyd 
to  Bome  othyr  dryer  ayer  and  place,  where  Z  may 
have  0(»nodyte  d  ^yaycyaos.  Seocmdly,  havyng 
but  parte,  wych  ys  now  doomed,  oi  viii  c  £  l^ 
the  yeere,  I  cannot  tell  howe  to  lyve,  and  kepe  tiie 
po(H«  ncanbyr  of  folkes,  wych  I  nowe  have,  my 
howsys  and  •••  be  in  decay,  and  of  evry  tiiyng 
mete  for  bowsold  unprovydyd  and  untiimjrshyd, 
I  have  mm  apparell  for  my  howsys  ther,  mot 
money  to  bryng  me  thither,  nor  to  lyre  witli  1^ 
the  propysse  tyme  of  Hie  yeere  slial  ccHzte  toi«- 
move  thettier.  IIks  thyhg8  oiHiByderyd,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary, miifit  nedyB  make  me  in  agooj  and 
hevynes,  myn  age  therwitli  and  sydmes  oon- 
syderyd.  Alas !  Mr.  Secretary,  ye  wiA  other  laj 
lords,  shewyd  me  that  I  ehnld  otherwyse  be  ftnv 
nyshyd  and  seyn  unto.  Ye  knowe  yn  your  lemyng 
nnd  consyeos  whether  I  shuld  forfet  my  sfHritual- 
ties  of  Wyndiester,  or  alaa !  the  qualjiies  of  mya 
oflfencya  consyderyd  wytii  the  grate  pnayttoMmt 
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andlosseof  mygoodes,  j^IhaVesustaynydowtto 
more  pityful  judges,  and  the  moste  nobyl  liyiige, 
to  whom  yf  yt  wtM.  plese  yow  of  your  duiytaUe 
goodnes  to  shewe  the  primisses,  aa  711  your  accns- 
tomable  wyBdom  and  dixteri^v,  that  yt  wold  not 
be  dowtyd,  but  hys  hyhnes  wold  have  consydera- 
tyon  and  cranpassyon*  augmoityiig  my  lyrynge 
and  appoyntyng  such  thynges  as  shuld  be  omi- 
Tenyent  for  furniture ;  wych  to  do  shall  be  the 
kyuges  hyhnes  honor,  meryte,  and  dyscharge  of 
consyens,  and  to  yow  grete  prayse  for  the  biyng- 
ynge  of  the  same  to  passe,  for  your  olde  brynger 
up  and  lovyng  frende. 

"  Thya  kyndnes  ezbibite  from  the  kynges  hyh- 
nes sfaal  prolong  my  lyff  for  some  lytyl  why],  thow 
yt  shal  not  be  long,  by  the  meane  wberof  hys 
grace  shal  profytt,  and  by  my  deth  mm.  What 
ys  yt  to  hys  hyhnes  to  gyre  some  convenyent 
pensyons  out  of  Wynchester  and  Seynt  AlUaifl, 
hys  grace  takyng  wyth  my  her^  good  wyl  the 
residew.  Remember,  good  Mr.  Secretazy,  my 
poore  degre,  and  what  servys  I  have  done,  thov 
nowe  approchyng  to  deth,  I  must  b^yn  the  world 
ageyn.  I  besech  you,  tberfbr,  movyd  wythe  pitye 
and  compassyon  soker  me  in  thys  my  talamite^ 
and  to  your  power,  wych  I  knowe  ys  gret,  rdeve 
me ;  and  I  wyth  all  myn  shal  not  onely  asscrybe 
tfays  my  relef  unto  you,  but  alsoe  pray  to  God  for 
the  increase  of  your  honor,  and  as  my  power  shall 
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increase,  I  shal  not  feyle  to  requyte  your  kyndnes. 
Wryityu  hastely  at  Asher,  wyth  the  rude  and 
sfaackyng  haude  of  your  dayly  bedysman  and  as- 
Buiyd  frende, 

"  T.  Cab.'"  Eboe." 

To  Has  epistle  there  is  no  date,  but  it  eeems  to 
have  been  answered  by  Gardner,  which  answer 
produced  the  following  reply  from  the  fallen  fa- 
vourite:— 

"  To  the*  Ryght  Honorable  Mr.  Secretaty  in 
hast. 

"  My  owne  goode  Mustyr  Secretary, 

**  Ooyng  this  day  out  of  my  pue  to  hey  mass, 
your  lettres,  datyd  yestemyght  at  London,  wer 
ddyveryd  unto  me ;  by  the  contynue  whereof,  I 
undyrstand  that  the  kyng's  hyhnes,  oi  hys  ex- 
cellent goodness  and  charyte,  ys  conten^d  that  I 
shall  injoy  and  have  the  admynystration  of  Yorke 
minster  with  the  gy&ea  of  the  jnromotionB  spirituel 
and  temporal  of  the  same,  res^vyng  onely  unto 
hys  nobyl  grace  the  gyft  of  v  or  vi  of  the  best 
promotions.  And  that  hys  pleasur  ys  I  shall  leve 
Wyncheater  and  Saynt  Albons.  As  I  wold^ 
Mr.  Secretary,  I  cannot  exf^csse  howe  moche 
I  am  bownd  ynto  the  kynge's  royall  majeste 
for  thys  hys  gret  and  bownteouse  liberalise,  re- 

*  AyscoDgh.  B.  M.  4te0.  6. 
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patynge  the  same  to  be  moche  more  tben  I 
shat  evyr  be  abyl  to  deserve.  Howbejrt  yf  hys 
majeste  eoneyderyng  the  short  and  IjiyI  tymes 
that  I  ehal  lyve  here  in  thya  world,  by  the  reasons 
of  snch  hevynes  as  I  have  conceyvyd  in  my  hart, 
with  the  ruinowse  (state)  of  the  olde  howsys  and 
the  decay  of  the  sayd  archbyshopiyck  at  the  best 
to  the  sum  of  viii  c.  marcks  yerely,  by  the  reason 
of  the  Act  possyd  for  fynys  of  testaments,  w'"  also 
my  long  paynfui  servys  and  pobre  d^re;  and 
,fbr  the  dedaratiotas  of  hys  Grace's  excellent  cha- 
ryte,  yf  hys  hyhnee  is  myndyd  I  shal  leve  Wyn- 
chester  and  Saynt  Albons,  wych  I  supposyd  when 
I  maid  my  submyssyon,  not  offendyng  in  my 
truth  towards  hys  royal  person,  dygnyte,  or  ma- 
jeste royal,  I  sholde  not,  nor  had  desyrvyd  to  have 
lyfe ;  and  moche  the  more  knowyng  hys  Grace's 
ezceUent  propensyon  to  pyte  and  mercy^  and  re- 
membryng  the  franche  departyng  with  oi  aHl 
had  in  thys  world,  that  I  may  have  some  otm- 
veynyent  pension  reservyd  unto  me,  such  as  the 
lunges  hyhnes  of  his  nobyll  hart  shal  tiynt 
mete^  so  consyderyng  hym  that  shal  soocede  nnto 
my  lyvyiigs,  that  the  same  may  be  of  lyck  ralew 
yearly  and  extent :  whereas  my  trust  ys  that,  and 
my  harte  so  gey&  me,  diat  hys  majeste  wold 
'main  no  dyfiycuHy  yf  yt  nuiy  lydc  yow  Mendly 
to  propound  the  same,  aasuiyng  yow  that  I  de- 
syre  not  thys  for  anye  mynde  {Qoi  ys  my  judge) 
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that  I  have  to  accumulate  good,  or  deejrre  that  I 
have  to  the  mndce  t£  world,  for,  God  be  thankyd, 
at  thjH  ower  I  set  no  more  by  the  lyches  of  and 
preeminences  of  the  world,  than  by  the  dust 
un<fyr  my  fote ;  but  onely  for  the  dedaratiou  of 
the  kyng's  favor  and  hyhe  charyte,  and  to  have 
whorwith  to  do  good  dedys,  and  to  helpe  my 
poore  servants  and  kynnys  folks.  And  furthw- 
more  that  yt  may  plese  the  kyng's  eseeUent  good- 
nes,  by  yom-  frendly  medyaticm,  consyderyng  faowe 
slendyrlye  I  am  provydyd  yn  my  howse  now, 
spe^^ally  that  the  appoyntments  of  Wynchester 
and  Saynte  Albons  shal  be  takyne  to  give  unto  me 
aconve*****  for  the  aame,nonadpoTr^am,sed 
tucessariam  konesiatem.  And  yf  I  may  have  the 
free  gyft  and  dispoayng  of  the  benefyts,  yt  shal  be 
gretly  to  my  cranfort.  And  yet  when  anye  of 
the  V  or  vi  pryncypall  shal  fortyne  to  bevoyd,.thc 
kynge'8  grace  beyng  myndyd  to  have  anye  of 
them,  hys  hyhnes  shal  be  as  sure  of  the  same,  as 
though  they  were  reservyd.  And  thus  l^  hys 
nobyl  and  mercyfiU  goodnes,  delyveryd  oute  of 
extreme  calamyte,  and  restoryd  to  a  newe  free- 
dome,  I  shal,  wyth  God's  meaxy  ud  helpe,  so 
ordyr  my  lyff,  that  I  trust  fays  majeste  shal  take 
special  comfcnrt  therein.  Spero  quod  hoc,  qttod 
peto,  non  videbjftur  magnum.  Howbeyt,  1  OMBt 
hmnUye  snbmyt  and  refttre  all  my  petytyons  in 
*****  tdtam  to  hys  gracyowse  ordeoanee  and  plea^ 
sar,  praying  yaw  to  declare  and  sy^yfy  ikt  same, 
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gupplying  myn  indyBpoiytioii  and  lacke  of  wyte, 
waynyd  by  reascai  of  my  extreme  sorowe  and 
hevynes,  that  the  same  may  be  to  the  kynges 
assentation,  wherein  I  had  lever  be  ded  than  to 
offende,  in  word,  thowght,  or  dede.  And  as 
towchyng  the  grantyng  of  the  fee  of  one  e.£.for 
Mr.  Norer,  duzyng  hys  lyff  for  hys  good  aervya 
done  imto  the  kynge's  hyhnes,  for  the  wycjli  I  have 
always  lovyd  hym  for  the  singular  good  hert  and 
mynde  that  I  knowe  he  hath  always  borne  unto 
me.  I  am  content  to  make  out  my  graunte  upm 
the  same,  ye  and  yt  wol  plese  the  kynge  to  in- 
large  yt  c.  £.  mxtret  and  semblebye  because  Mr. 
Thesaurer  hath  the  kepyng  of  the  liynge's  game 
ny^  to  Fernham,  I  wold  gladly,  yf  yt  may  stande 
wyth  the  kynge's  pleasure,  graunt  unto  hym  the  re- 
versytm  of  such  revalues  of  the  sayde  landea  sithens 
tfam  wyth  the  ampliation  of  the  fee  aboue  that 
wych  ys  oldely  accustomyd  to  the  sum  of  xL  £.  by 
the  yeere,,  and  also  I  wold  gladly  gyre  to  Mr. 
Comptroller,  a  lydce  fee,  and  to  Mr.  Russell  an- 
othyr  for  zx£.bytheyeere.  Bemyttynge  this  and 
all  my  suts  to  the  kynges  hyhnes'  pleesnre,  mercy, 
pity,  and  (XHnpassyon,  most  humUye  beseediyng 
hys  hyhnes  so  nowe  gracyously  to  order  me 
that  I  may  from  henceforth  serve  God  gayely, 
and  wyth  repose  of  mynde,  and  pray,  as  I  am 
moat  bowndyn,  for  the  conservatyon  and  increase 
of  hys  most  nobyl  and  royal  estate.  And  thus, 
wyth  my  dayly  prayer  I  byd  yow  ferewell.  Fran 
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Adier  hastfy,  wytfa  the  rude  hand,  and  most  hery 
harte  of 

"  Yowre  assuiyd  frend  and  bedjsman. 
"  T.  Car."*  Ebob." 

There  ie  no  account  of  the  specific  charges 
.against  Wolsey  until  the  Ist  of  December,  when 
ca:prefls  articles  were  exhibited  against  him,  the 
purport  of  which  was  to  accuse  him  of  bribery, 
extortion,  and  other  miBdemean(n*8;  Other  charges 
wer^  the  t^dng  goods  &om  religious  houses  by 
virtue  of  the  l^antine  power;  the  forming  a 
treaty  b^ween  France  and  the  pope,  without  ac- 
quainting the  king,  and  various  otiier  acts  of  diplo- 
macy with  Florence  and  other  states,  under  the 
great  seal,  yet  without  the  royal  leave ;  the  joining 
himself  with  the  king  in  his  despatches — "  the 
long  and  I  will  that  ye  do  this" — thus  usiog  him- 
self more  like  a  fellow  than  a  subject ;  that  other 
people's  servants  were  first  sworn  to  be  true  to  the 
king,  and  then  to  their  master,  but  that  his  ser- 
vants were  sworn  |p  himself  alone ;  the  coming, 
whilst  nanseoudy  diseased,  into  the  royal  pre- 
sence ;  the  iUe^  granting  of  b^iefices  as  l<^;ate ; 
that  his  practice  was  first  to  see  all  ambassadors, 
and  all  despatches,  to  the  abuse  of  the  king  and 
council ;  the  licensing,  under  the  great  seal,  of  the 
exp(»lati<Hi  of  grain,  &c.  after  restraints,  but  for 
his  own  Ijucre ;  the  levying  charges  on  religious 
houses,  prevcaiting  them  from  their  accustomed 
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bosi^tality  and  alms ;  his  iaeolenoe  in  council ;  hie 
delays  of  justice;  extortion  against  the  ordinaries 
of  dioceses ;  false  reports  to  the  pope,  bjr  which 
many  good  religious  bouses  were  put  down ;  the 
reversing  of  legal  dedsions  of  the  courts,  by  pri- 
vate hearings  in  his  chamber ;  illc^  proceedings, 
1^  which  almost  the  whole  lands  of  England  were 
brought  into  Chancery ;  suspending  the  pope's  par- 
dons until  large  sums  were  paid  to  himself;  the 
visiting  and  robbing,  by  clerical  law,  the  religious 
houses,  tampering  with  judges,  and  ordering  Uie 
deferring  of  judgments ;  procuring  places  for  hia 
ill^timate  son.  Winter,  to  the  amount  of  £8700 
per  annum,  of  which  be  todi  to  himself  £SSOO, 
leaving  to  the  son  only  £200 ;  to  these  must  be 
added  his  ill^al  acts  under  the  l^antine  power, 
and  contrary  to  solenm  promise,  his  exciting  <^ 
discontent  against  the  nobility,  and  his  assumptJMi 
(d  royal  state  and  power,  in  r^;ard  to  purveyns, 
shops,  &c  &C. 

The  38th  article  <^  the  impeachment  accuses 
him  of  having  two  children  by  the  daughter  of 
one  Lack ;  and  in  the  flSth  we  find  specked  the 
appointments  to  his  natural  sob,  being  in  n^id 
Buccesaion,  a  deanery,  five  prebends,  an  arcfa-dea- 
coniy,  a  cfaancellorBhip,  a  provostship,  and  two 
rectories! 

Then  came  a  chai^  of  fiDrdng  Sir  John  Stan- 
ley, by  imprisonment,  to  give  np  his  eenvnit  seal 
of  tooiis  held  from  the  abbot  of  E^etn-,  to  one 
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l^rhe  of  AdEtngtod,  who  had  roamed  Ladi's 
daughter,  after  she  had  borne  two  children  to 
hhnsdf,  after  whidi,  Stanley,  in  a  fit  of  despair, 
becuu  a  mook  in  Weatminster  Abbey.  There 
were  other  charges  of  putting  ttie  eardinal'a  hat 
under  the  royal  arms  in  groats  coined  at  the  York 
mint ;  and  of  his  alwa^  writing  "  Ego  et  Rex 
meoB" — I  ood  the  kiDg-~in  despatefaes  to  Rome 
or  to  other  foreign  courts;  and  finally,  his  ae- 
eusers  called  upon  the  king  to  remove  the  Car- 
dinal, for  ever,  from  all  plaoe  and  power. 

In  this  wish  they  were  fully  gratified,  as  the 
snceeeding  pages  will  show ;  and,  for  the  pre- 
sent, hifi  enemies  were  sucoesaful  in  throwing  him 
into  a  yery  Berere  fit  of  illnees  which,  whether  at 
first  real  or  political  it  is  now  impossible  to  ascei^ 
tain,  increased  so  much  towards  Christmas,  that 
his  probable  demise  was  publicly  talked  of.  This 
came  to  the  king's  ears,  in  spite  oi  the  attempts 
of  Wolsey's  enemies  to  conceal  it,  and  it  made  a 
great  impression  upmi  his  majesty,  wlio  instantly 
sent  his  own  physician,  Dr.  Butts,  to  Esher, 
where  he  found  his  new  patient  apparently  very 
ill,  and  confined  to  his  bed.  When  Butts  retnmed 
to  eoart,  the  IHng  asked  him,  "  Have  you  seen 
yonder  man?"  to  which  the  physician  answering 
in  the  affirmative,  his  majesty  again  demanded, 
*•  How  do  yott  like  him  ?" — ■"  Sir,"  answered 
Butts,  "  if  you  will  have  him  dead,  I  will  warrant 
yo«  be  will  be  dead  within  these  four  days,  if  he 
K  K  2 
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receiTe  no  CMDfort  from  you  shortly."  "  Many, 
God  forbid!"  exdsimed  the  monardi,  "that  he 
Bhould  die,  for  I  would  not  lose  him  for  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  i  pray  you  go  to  him,  and  do 
your  care  to  him." 

To  this  the  doctor  bowed  submission ;  but 
added,  '*  Then  must  your  grace  send  him  some 
eomfortable  message" — the  king  paused  a  moment* 
and  then  answered — "So  I  will,  and  by  you: 
therefore  make  speed  to  him  again,  and  you  shall 
give  him  this  ring  from  me  fim:  a  token." 

He  then  pulled  off  the  ring  and  presented  it  to 
the  physidan,  who  observed  that  it  was  a  ruby 
with  the  king's  picture  engraven  on  it : — the  ummi- 
arch  then  added, "  This  ring  he  knoweth  well,  ior 
he  gave  me  the  same;  and  tell  him  that  I  am 
not  offended  with  him  in  my  heart  for  any  thing ; 
and  that  shall  be  known  shortly.  Thocfore  bad 
him  pluck  up  his  heart,  and  be  of  good  comfort ; 
and  I  charge  you  come  not  frtim  him  till  yon  have 
Inonght  him  out  of  the  danger  of  death,  if  it  be 
possible." 

It  appears  that  this  ctmference  took  place  to 
the  presence  of  the  Lady  Anne,  to  whom  the  king 
now  addressed  himself;  and  said,  "  Good  sweet- 
heart !  as  you  love  me,  send  the  Cardinal  a  token 
at  my  request,  and  in  so  doing  you  shall  deserve 
our  thanks  T  Struck  with  tbe  ^parent  tendcauy 
towards  reconciliation  <m  the  part  of  the  king, 
the  fftvourite  was,  for  a  moment,  at.  a  loss  bow 
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to  act ;  bat  she  prudently  acquiesced  in  the  de- 
mand, and  immediately  took  off  a  golden  tablet 
that  hung  at  her  side,  and  delivered  it  to  the 
doctor,  accompanied  by  a  friendly  message  to  his 
patiraat,  or  as  Cavendish  says,  **  with  very  gentle 
and  loving  words." 

Dr.  Butts  now  departed  to  visit  the  Cardinal ; 
but  BO  anxious  was  the  king,  and  so  warm  did 
he  feel  his  returning  favour  to  him,  that  he  in- 
stantly sent  three  physicians,  the  Drs.  Croin^, 
Clement,  and  Wotton,  to  assist  him  in  whatever 
ccmsultations  might  be  necessary. 

The  second  visit  of  Dr.  Butt  seems  to  have 
had  very  favourable  effects ;  for  no  sooner  did  he 
deliver  the  courtly  tokens,  together  with  the  flat- 
tering messages  accompanying  them,  tbaa  the 
Cardinal  raised  himself  in  his  bed,  "  and  received," 
8^8  Cavendish,  "the  tokens  very  joyfully,  giving 
him. many  thanks  for  his  paines  and  good  com- 
fort" 

Dr.  Butt  then  informed  his  patient,  that  he  had 
the  royal  orders  to  attend  upon  him ;  and,  having 
1^  this  time  received  intelligence  of  the  coming 
of  the  other  physicians,  he  informed  him  of  that 
also,  recommending  that  they  should  be  ddled  in, 
agreeable  to  the  king's  desire. 

To  aU  this  the  Cardinal  at  once  assented ;  the 
more  particularly  as  he  placed  great  confidence, 
greats,  indeed,  in  the  skill  of  Dr.  Cromer,  than 
of  all  the  others,  as  he  had  known  his  abilities  in 
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Paris ;  for  be  hitOBelf  had  Inrougiri;  hira  Into  S!ii|^ 
land}  a£ter  his  studies  were  finiahed,  during  wliid 
time  the  Cardinal  had  in  a  great  measure  mpr 
ported  him  out  of  his  privy-purse. 

His  reoorery  was  now  n^id ;  for,  **  in  foure 
dayea  they  sette  him  again  upon  his  feete,  and 
hee  had  gotten  him  a  good  sbnnadEe  to  meate" — 
when  the  learned  doctors,  no  doidit  surprised  at 
their  own  skill  in  tiiis  suddoi  cure,  took  leave  and 
departed. 

The  Cardinal  wished  to  have  paid  them  a 
handsome  fee ;  but  they  all  refused,  assuring  him* 
that  they  had  it  in  positive  command  frcnn  the 
king  himself  not  to  redve  any  reward,  as  his  ma- 
jesty would  remunerate  them  himself  agreeable  to 
their  deserts. 

Wolsey  having  passed  his  winter  at  Esher,  the 
£aa8t  of  Candlemas  was  new  ai^roaching,  about 
which  time  the  king  b^an  to  think  <^  adding  to 
the  comforts  of  his  old  Mend ;  accordingly,  he 
caused  to  be  sent  to  him  three  or  four  waggons 
loaded  with  household  goods,  including  bot^  for 
the  kitchen  and  bed-fhambers,  and  containing 
plate  and  rich  hangings,  besides  chapel  fomiturei 
all  which  his  majesty  is  stated  to  have  done  with- 
out either  the  advice  oo'  knowledge  of  the  kwda 
.of  the  council.  Emboldemed  by  this  unexpected 
favour,  the  Cardinal  net  only  seat  back  to  the 
long  his  "most  hmnUe  and  hearty  thaaks,"  but 
he  alao  ventured,  privately,  to  request  tliat  he 

D,q,i,.cdb.GooyIc 


AND  HIS  TIHBS.  SOU 

migbt  cbaoge  his  reddence  from  Ether  to  the 
hoiue  at  Richmoad,  which  he  had  fitted  up  at 
his  own  espense,  and  at  great  coet,  when  his  ma- 
jesty gave  it  to  him  in  exchange  for  Hamptonr 
Court. 

S(xm  after  this,  the  Cardinal  obtained  the  king's 
leave  to  remore  to  Ridimond,  for  the  benefit  of 
a  change  of  air ;  but  even  this  favour,  though  so 
tnfling  in  itself  was  (q>p06ed  by  the  Duln  of 
Norft^  and  by  stnne  others,  whose  avowed  ob- 
ject was  to  have  him  removed,  or  rather  banished, 
to  Yoric 

The  Cardinal,  however,  succeeded  so  far  in 
(^position  to  his  enemies,  as  to  leave  Esher  for 
Richmond,  Ulough  not  ultimately  to  get  over  the 
proposed  journey  to  Yivk.  At  Richmond  be 
Btf^iped  fiu-  a  few  days  at  his  old  residence,  the 
lodge  in  the  old  or  great  park ;  but  soon  removed 
to  Uie  monastery  of  the  Carthusians  at  Shen^ 
wfaete  he  is  described  as  visiting  the  church  every 
morning,  lu^  spending  his  afternoons  in  con- 
fivence  with  those  monks  most  remarkable  for  their 
]Hety  and  theological  knowI^;e.  So  intent  was  he, 
'  indeed,  to  adopt,  or  to  appear  to  adopt,  a  life  of 
penitence  and  penance,  after  a  long  career  of  am- 
bition, and  worse  as  bis  enemies  asserted,  that  he 
put  on  a  hair  shirt,  and  also  conformed,  with  the 
utmost  staictness,  to  the  severest  rules  of  the  Car- 
thusian order. 

The  request  foor  change  of  air,  thou^  granted, 
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was  SO  without  being  BpeeifieaUykncnni  to  the  lorda 
of  the  council,  whose  policy  it  was  now  to  ke^ 
the  Cardinal  as  &r  from  the  king  as  poasiUe,  lest 
the  nearness  of  his  abode  mi^t  induce  his  ca- 
pricious majesty  to  pay  him  a  random  visit,  and 
perhaps  receive  him  again  into  &vour:  but  no 
Booner  did  his  enemies  in  the  council  ascertain 
what  was  going  on  than  they  again  moved  the 
king  that  the  Cardinal  should  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  York ;  where,  as  they  alleged,  his  pre- 
sence might  be  of  good  service  to  the  country. 
The  rejH'esentationB  of  the  council  appeared  wo 
reasonable,  and  it  was  so  proper  that  an  arch- 
bishop should  reside  within  his  own  province 
that  the  king  at  out^  adopted  thdr  su^estjon, 
and  gave  orders  accordin^y. 

During  all  this  period,  Cromwell  was  both 
active  and  attentive  in  his  duty  towards  hir 
master ;  for  though  he  resided  in  London  for  his 
parliamentary  duties,  yet  he  contrived  to  visit  Uie 
court  daily,  and  daily  to  make  a  report  to  Wolscy 
of  what  was  going  on  in  r^ard  to  him.  On  one 
of  these  visits,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  directed  him 
to  acquaint  the  Cardinal  t^at  he  must  go  home  to 
his  benefice ;  and  when  he  did  so,  Wolaey^s  reply 
was — "  Well  then,  Thomas,  we  will  go  to  V^n- 
cheeter ;"  which  Cromwell  promised  he  would  state 
to  the  duke  on  his  retnm  to  court  Having  done 
80,NorfDlk  exdaimed — "What  should  he  do  there? 
I^et  him  go  the  rich  Bishopric  of  Yoik,  where  his 
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greatest  honoar  and  diai^  lietli,  and  so  ehaw  i% 
tohint!" 

Wohefa  enemies  la  <  the  council  now  feared 
that  he  was  still  anxious  to  keep  near  to  the  king, 
and  therefore  to  check  his  desire  of  fixing  at  Win- 
diester,  whidi  he  held  in  commendam,  they  per- 
suaded Henry  to  give  him  a  pemion  of  4000  marks 
Mily  out  oS  that  bishopric  and  to  distribute  the 
remainder  of  the  annual  rerenuea  of  the  see 
amongst  the  nobility,  and  the  principal  servants 
of  the  royal  household.  The  king  was  also  fur- 
tJier  persuaded  to  seize  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
Abbey  of  St  Alban's,  and  to  divide  the  same 
amongst  the  courtiers,  some  of  whom  got  to  the 
amount  of  £200  per  annum. 

In  this  downfall  of  the  Cardinal's  property  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  revenues  of  his  two~ 
coll^fes  should  escape ;  accordingly  it  appears  that 
the  king  took  the  lands  belonging  to  Christ-Church, 
Oxford,  and  to  the  College  at  Ipswich,  into  his 
own  hands ;  and  as  Cromwell  had  for  some  time 
possessed  the  agency,  or  "  receit  and  gouvennoit,'' 
by  Wolsey's  assignment,  so  tlie  king  thought  it 
proper  that  he  should  retain  it — a  trust  whidi 
he  executed  so  honesUy  as  to  rise  mudi,  not 
<aily  in  public  estimation,  but  also  in  the  royal 
&vour. 

In  all  these  |HY>ceeding8  it  appears  tiiat  the 
principal  agents  were  anxious  to  preserve  the 
semblance  (^  law,  if  not  of  justice ;  and  on  the  7th 
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of  FelaiiAiy  1630,  we  find  a  iaaee  itf  Sir  Tfaomas 
More,  the  new  Chancellor,  deliTering  to  the  king, 
and  hia  hsirs  for  erer,  one  mesBuage,  two  gardens, 
and  three  acres  of  land,  filming  the  aite  of  tine 
archiepiMopal  residence,  then  called  York  Place : 
and  soon  after,  on  the  ISth,  was  pnawd  the  king's 
special  pardtsi*  to  the  Cardinal,  "  accused  and 
condemned  of  grave  contempts,  crimes,  excesses, 
KtonnitieH,  abases,  wickednesses ;"  the  preceding 
doctunNit,  of  the  SIst  of  NoTember,  being  tally  a 
grant  of  protection,  and  not  of  fiill  pardon :  this 
latter,  indeed,  not  only  freeing  Wodsejr  frvm  tfe 
effects  of  the  Pftamuuce,  bat  the  whole  dergjr  of 
the  realm. 

On  the  17th  of  Febnuiy  some  l^ality  of  ap- 
pearance was  given  to  the  stripping  of  the  Car- 
dinal of  Windittter  Sud  St  Albsa's,  by  en  in- 
diHituret  between  him  and  the  long,  in  which  he 
it  made  to  consent  to  what  is  therein  stated  to  be 
already  lost  to  him  by  his  conviction ;  and  Henry, 
now  fiilly  satiated  with  the  plunder  of  his  qw»- 
dam  faToorite,  seems  to  hare  been  anxious  to 
soften  his  difficulties  hy  sending  him  many  valn- 
aUe  presents,  as  an  earnest  of  future  friendship 
and  kindness. 

But  this  IdndneBH  a£  the  king  was  ranch 
thwarted  by  Wolsey's  enemies,  who  had  the  little- 
ness to  interfere  in  ngarA  to  the  thii^  sent, 

*  Rymer,  FcEd.  xiv.  366. 
t  RyiMT,  Fnd.  xiv.  374. 
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canBijig  them  to  be  selected  of  4  madi  infaior 
nature  from  whtit  the  long  intended*.  Wotoey* 
hoverer.  with  a  cautious  policy,  avoided  taf 
thing  like  complaint;  and,  when  the  packages 
were  c^iened,  merely  observed  to  his  hous^old, 
that  he  thought  the  ea-pply  mi^t  have  been  better 
8{>pointed,  "  But,  sira,"  continued  he,  "  he  that 
hath  nothing  is  glad  of  somewhat ;  and  al- 
though it  be  not  ia  compariww,  nor  yet  so  good 
in  value,  a»  wee  had  before,  yet  hereof  we  ei^oye 
more  than  we  did  before  of  all  the  great  abund- 
ance that  ve  had.  Let  us  then  give  the  king 
our  moat  humble  thanks,  trusting  after  this  to 
attain  to  more.  Therefore  let  ua  all  rejoice  and 
be  ^ad  that  God  and  the  king  have  so  graciously 
favoured  uf^to  restore  us  to  something  to  main- 
tain our  estate  like  a  noble  person." 

*  There  wbb  kd  apparent  inunificeiice  in  tlie  king's  inten- 
rioiu  on  tUi  occuioB,  wliich  nahu  the  aSur  worthy  of  ape- 
cifio  notiw  i  we  have  therefore  to  state,  that  the  awet  ui- 
poitant  part  of  the  donation  consisted  in  a  restoration  of 
every  thing  belonging  to  the  See  of  York,  witb  the  exception 
of  York  Place.  To  this  must  be  added,  money  to  the  amount 
of  £3000 — 9565  ounces  of  plate,  valued  at  £1753 — apparel, 
bedding,  napery,  &c.,  worth  £800— «ghty  horses  and  their 
tr^pii^,  ^boat  flSO^mnlee  for  caornge  nnd  raddle  to  the 
value  of  £iaO-^ng  Ash,  1000  in  aumber->800  cod  and 
haberdiue— S  waye  of  salt,  worth  £10 — kitchen  implements 
valued  at  £80 — 52  oxen,  worth  £50—60  muttons,  estimated 
at  £l2^togetheTwith  personal  apparel  for  the  Cardinal  him- 
self, worth  £800— the  wh<4e  being  estiinfited  «t  the  earn  of 
£«374. 
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Such  is  often  the  curious  turn  of  affairs,  that 
many  of  Wolsey'a  enemies,  who  before  longed  fbr 
bis  death,  were  now  as  anxious  that  he  should 
live;  for  having  received  from  the  king  either 
annuities  or  fees  for  term  of  life,  or  grants  by  pa- 
tent, out  of  the  Cardinal's  lauds  forfeited  under 
the  premunire,  they  began  to  recollect  that  the 
Idng^B  power  to  grant  could  not  go  beyond  the 
terms  of  that  premunire,  and  of  course  they  held 
their  grants  by  a  very  uncertain  tenure.  Accord- 
mgly,  after  the  best  l^al  advice,  they  felt  that 
to  make  their  hold  on  these  lands  good  and  suf- 
ficient there  was  no  other  way  left  for  them  but 
to  prevail  upon  Wolsey  to  confirm  their  patents, 
^or  this  purpose  they  selected  Cromwell  as  their 
fittest  ageut,  who  actually  undertook  Ae  task,  and 
succeeded  in  it — **  and  to  bring  tlua  about,  there 
was  no  other  meanea  but  by  Master  Cromwell, 
who  was  thought  the  fittest  instrument  for  this 
purpose,  and  for  his  paines  therein  he  was  wor- 
thily t^warded ;  and  his  demeanour,  his  honesty, 
and  wisedom  was  such,  that  the  king  took  great 
notice  of  him." 

When  this  affair  was  arranged,  and  certainly 
one  of  the  secret  springs  of  which,  on  the  Car- 
dinal's part,  seons  very  little  to  be  known,  the 
lords  of  the  coundl  again  began  to  concert  mea- 
sures for  his  removal  to  York,  and  the  Duke  (tf 
Norfi^  todE  upon  him  to  be  the  active  man  upon 
this  occasian,  saying  to  Cromwell — "Masta-  Grom- 
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wetU  methinks  the  Cardinal,  thy  master,  makes  no 
haste  to  go  northwards.  Tell  him,  I  will  tear  him 
with  my  teeth :  therefore  I  would  advise  him  to 
pr^Mre  away  with  speed,  or  else  Z  will  set  him 
forwards." 

CromweU  to(^  an  early  opptutunity  of  repairing 
to  Richmond,  to  acquaint  the  Cardinal  with  thra 
message ;  and  in  the  evening  of  that  day  a  curious 
drcnmstance  happened,  which  we  shall  give  nearly 
in  Cavendish's  own  words.  He  says — "  My  lord 
being  accustomed  to  walke  in  the  gardrai,  and  I 
being  witb  him  standing  in  an  alley,  I  espied  cer- 
tiune  images  c^  beasts  counterfeited  in  timber, 
which  I  went  nearer  to  take  the  better  view  of 
them,  among  whom  I  there  sow  stand  a  dimne 
oow,  whereat  I  most  mused  of  all  those  beasts. 
My  lord  then  suddenly  came  upon  me  unawares, 
and  speaking  to  me  said,  What  have  you  spied 
there  whereat  you  look  so  earnestly?  Forsooth, 
quoth  I,  if  it  please  your  grace,  I  here  behold 
those  images  which  I  suppose  were  ordained  to 
be  set  iq>  in  the  king's  palace ;  -but  amongst  them 
all  I  have  most  considered  this  ccaXf  which  seems 
to  me  the  artificer's  master-piece.  Yea!  marry, 
quoth  my  lord,  upon  this  cowe  hangs  a  certain 
prophesie,  which  perhaps  you  never  heard  of.  t 
will  show  you.    There  is  a  saying — 

fFhm  the  cow  doth  ride  the  Avfl, 
Then  priett  beware  thy  tcuU  f 
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Whic^  saying  neitfaer  my  lord  that  declared  it, 
nor  I  tiiat  beard  it,  understood  the  effect,  although 
the  coonpasse  thoreof  vaa  woridngi  and  then  like 
to  bee  brought  to  passe.  This  cowe  the  king  gave, 
b^  reason  of  the  earledome  of  Richmond,  which 
was  his  inheritance.  This  tH^x^f^wsle  vas  afber- 
Vards  expounded  in  this  manner: — ^The  dunne 
cow^  because  it  is  the  king's  beast,  betokens  the 
king;  and  the  buU  betokens  Mistris  Anne  Bul- 
loigne^  who  after  was  queene.  Her  fatbra*  gave 
the  black  bull's  bead  in  his  cognizance,  and  (it) 
was  his  beast ;  so  that  when  the  king  had  ntanyed 
Queene  Anne^  it  was  thought  a(  all  men  to  be  ful- 
filled ;  for  what  a  number  of  {nHests,  religious  and 
aeenlar,  lost  their  iMedsfiH- offending  of  those  hws 
made  to  bring  this  matter  to  passe,  is  not  bb- 
known  to  all  the  world ;  thCTefbre  it  may  wdl  be 
judged  that  tbJs  prophesie  is  fulfilled." 

We  have  abeady  mentiiHied  tlie  Cardinal's  re- 
aoive,  as  uiged  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  to  obey  Ms 
■nicety's  comsnnds  ^out  retirli^  to  his  art^ 
Irishcprie  cf  YoA ;  and  it  is  further  to  be  stated, 
that  he  wished  the  long  to  know  tiiat  he  was  only 
prevented  from  imt^  so  through  want  of  money. 
He^  tbefefercv  requested  Cremwell  would  go  to 
court,  aoA  desire  the  king  to  send  Ilim  seme,  for 
the  last  tliat  he  had  from  him  was  iamifflcient  to 
pay  his  debts,  and  that  now  to  compel  him  to  pay 
all  his  debts  would  be  requiring  too  much,  since 
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all  hb  goods  wen  taken  fiwn  him.  He  b^^;ed 
him  abo  fiilly  to  explain  to  the  Dake  of  Norfolk, 
and  to  the  other  lords  of  the  council,  that  he 
vould  depart,  if  he  had  mone^  to  enable  him  so 
to  do.  This  Cromwell  promised  faithfully  to  exe- 
cute ;  and  went  to  London,  and  soon  after  suc- 
ceeded BO  &r  in  his  embassy  to  conrt,  that  the 
lords  of  the  council  agreed  the  Cardinal  should 
hare  one  thousand  marks  pension  out  of  the  tem- 
poralities of  Winchester  see,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  northern  journey;  and  bo  anxious  was 
the  king  for  his  departure,  or  perhaps  Unmi  kind- 
ness to  his  quondam  ferourite,  that  he  ord^^d 
the  money  to  be  paid  immediately  to  Cromwell, 
directing  the  secretary  to  attend  him  as  soon  as 
the  money  should  be  paid.  When  Cnnuw^  waited 
upon  his  majesty,  Henry  said — **  %ow  yonr  lord 
that  I  have  sent  him  ten  thousand  pounds  of  my 
benevolence,  and  tell  him  he  shall  not  lacke.  Bid 
Mm  be  of  good  comfort."  For  this  show  o(  fa- 
rour  the  secretary  returned  many  thanks,  and  in- 
stantly set  off  for  Richmond,  where  the  money, 
and  the  king's  forourable  expressions,  are  stated 
to  hare  rejoiced  the  Cardinal  much. 

Great  preparatiims  were  now  made  for  the 
journey,  and  the  Cardinal,  with  something  like 
hia  former  pomp,  set  out  just  before  the  Passion 
week  for  York»  with  a  train  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  persons,  besides  twelve  carts  loaded  with 
goods,  whidi  he  had  sent  for  frcnn  the  college  of 
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Christ  Church,  and  others  for  the  cairi^e  of  ar- 
ticles for  daily  use  *. 

The  day  of  departure  being  arrived,  the  Car^ 
dinal  set  off  irt  an  early  hour,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  Hendon,  lodging  for  the  night  at  the  house  of 
the  Abbot  of  WestmiuBter :  and  the  next  day  pur- 
suing his  journey  by  the  way  of  Peterbcffoufj^^" 
where  he  Icept  the  feast  oi  £aster  in  the  most 
solemn  manner;  going  in  procession  with  the 
moidcs  on  Palm  Sunday,  and  bearing  his  palm 
with  all  the  apparent  himiility  of  the  lowest  in 
rank  of  his  companions. 

On  Maundy  Thursday  he  also  ccmf ormed  strictly 
to  all  the  injunctions  of  the  churdi,  having  fifty- 
nine  poor  people  collected,  whose  feet  he  washed 
and  kissed,  after  having  dried  them,  giving  to 
each  twelve-pence,  and  three  ells  of  good  canvas 
for  shirts ;  to  each  he  also  gave  a  pair  of  shoea^ 
and  a  cask  of  red  herrings.  On  Easter  day  also 
he  rose  early  to  asast  in  the  ceremony  of  the 

*  A  domestic  anecdote  la  related  by  CaTendiah,  in  regard 
to  this  joDrney,  which  deserves  notice.  He  says,  that  pre- 
paratory to  his  departnre,  Woleey  sent  to  London  for  liTery 
Goata  for  those  sarrwita  dud  should  accoropuiy  him  to  the 
north;  but  some  he  reAised,  soch  as  he  thought  wa«  not 
likely  to  be  nsefal,  wlulst  "  some  againe,  oi  their  own  minde, 
desired  his  honour  to  tarie  still  in  the  sonth,  being  rerie  lothe 
to  forsake  their  nati/i  eountrye,  their  parentes,  wives,  and 
children,  wbome  hee  righte  gladlie  and  with  his  good  wilt 
licensed  so  to  do,  and  rendered  nnto  them  his  thanks  for  tiisir 
loBge  tarisnce  with  biro  in  his  trouble." 
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remama^m ;  and  on  tbat  holy  day  "  he  vent  in 
{ffocesdon  in  his  Cardinal's  Testments,  and  having 
his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  sung  the  high  masse 
-time  himselifb  sotennlie ;  after  his  masse,  he  gave 
his  benediction  to  ali  ibe  hearers,  with  cletme  r&- 


During  his  st^  at  Peterborough,  Wolsey  Celt  a 
wish  to  pass  same  tUne  at  the  house  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fitewilliam,  an  old  friend,  about  four  miles  ' 
distant  from  Peterborough ;  and  to  bring  it  about, 
ordered  his  gentleman-lusher  to  ride  thither,  and 
to  procure  him  a  lodging  for  three  or  four  days, 
on  his  journey  northwards.  CaTcndish  declares, 
that  on  deliverii^f  his  taessage.  Sir  WiUia^  ap- 
peared the  gladdest  man  aliye,  both  by  his  words 
and  deeds,  that  the  Cardinal  would  so  lovin^y 
take  his  house  in  his  way ;  saying  that  he  should 
be  the  heartiest  welcome  of  any  man  alive,  the 
king  his  sovereign  excepted ;  adding  that  the  Car- 
dinal woidd  have  no  occasion  to  unload  any  part 
of  his  furniture  for  his  own  use,  during  his  abode 
there,  but  should  have  "  all  necessarie  stnffe  of  his 
owne  to  occnpie,  nnlesse  it  were  my  lorde's  bedd 
for  his  own  person.  Thus  upon  reporte  ma^e  to 
mylorde,  at  my  retume,  he  rejoyced  not  a  little, and 
cconmanded  me,"  says  Cavendish,  "  to  give  warn- 
ing unto  all  his  officers  and  servaunts,  to  prepare 
than  to  remove  from  Peterborough  upon  Thurs- 
day next,  which  was  in  Easter  week.  Then  made 
every  man  all  things  in  such  readines  as  was  oon> 

L  L 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


ai4  WOLSBY,  THE  CARDINAL, 

venient,  pajdng  In  the  tovne  for  all  mtdx  tfaingis 
as  thof  had  taken;  for  whkh  canae  mf  lorde  or- 
dered a  proclamation  to  be  made  in  the  toTne^ 
that  if  any  pMBon  or  persons  wexe  grevedl^anie 
<d  his  eervaimts,  they  should  resort  to  hia  i^cers, 
and  there  thqr  should  be  answered  and  have  due 
remedy." 

This  is  not  only  a  curious  picture  of  the  man- 
ners of  that  day*  in  regard  to  travellii^,  but  also 
of  the  state  of  property  and  of  ptdice  in  those 
**  good  old  times  T 

In  pursnance  of  his  plan,  the  Cardinal  set  off  on 
the  day  appointed  for  Sir  William  FitEWiUiam's 
maosiont  where  he  was  received  with  great  hos- 
pitali^,  "  and  had  worthie  and  honouraUe  enter- 
t^nement,  at  the  aaly  costs  and  charges  of  the 
saide  Mr.  Fitzwilliams,  all  the  time  of  my  lordes 
being  there  with  hym.  The  occasion  that  Mr. 
Fitzwilliams  (was)  thua  frendly  to  do  was  this: 
he  was  some  time  a  merchant  of  London,  and 
sheriff  thereof,  and  bare  the  chai^ea  of  the  same 
in  the  said  city;  and  after  there  fell  a  gteate  de- 
bate and  grudge  betwene  the  bendie  of  aldermen 
and  the  said  Sir  William^  for  that  he  would  have 
a  new  corporation  of  merdiaunte  taylors,  contrary 
to  the  order  of  the  city.  The  which  caused  him 
to  snrrendre  up  his  cloak  and  gone  over  the  free- 
dom of  the  city,  againste  whose  malyce  my  Iwde 
bare  him  much,  and  after  received  him  into  his 
service  whcon  he  made  his  treasurer,  and  after 
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that  his  highe  cfaamberiin ;  and  in  conclusion,  for 
his  wyaedome,  graritie,  eloquence,  and  porte,  being 
a  otHnelj  gentleman,  my  lord  made  him  one  of  the 
Idnge'B  counsaile,  who  so  contyuewed  during  all 
hie  \yfe  after.  And  for  the  e^pedall  goodnes  he 
alwaies  fbunde  in  my  lorde,  during  his  trohle  with 
the  city,  like  a  faithefuU  serraunte,  he  waa  readie 
tiien  most  joyously  to  requite  him  with  the  sem- 
Uable,  and  graunted  to  ghewe  him  any  pleasure 
that  lay  in  him  to  do." 

Whilst  relating  his  stay  here,  Cavendish  adds, 
**  I  camiot  choose  but  declare  unto  you  a  notable 
ccammmication  had  at  Mr.  Fitzwi^iam's  house 
between  my  lorde  and  me^  which  was  this.  My 
lorde  walking  in  the  garden  at  Mr.  Fitzwilliam's, 
saieing  his  even  songe  with  his  chaplaine,  and  I 
beiiig  there  attendant  upon  him,  afiter  he  had 
finished  his  jmijerB,  he  commanded  his  chaplaine 
that  bore  up  the  gowne  traine  to  deliver  the  same 
to  me,  and  to  go  aside.  And  after  bis  chaplaine 
was  gone,  he  spake  to  me  in  this  wyse,  calling  me 
fay  my  name:  Ye  have  bene  latdy  at  London, 
quothe  he.  Forsoothe,  my  lord,  quoth  I,  not  since 
I  was  there  to  hare  the  liveries  for  your  servauntes. 
And  what  newes  was  there  then  7  quoth  he ;  heard 
ye  no  communication  of  me?  I  pray  you  tell 
me! 

"  Then  perceivinge  that  I  had  a  good  occasion 
to  speake  my  mynde  unto  him,  1  said,  Sir,  if  it 
^easi  yoor  Ch-aoe,  it  waa  my  chance  to  be  at 
L  I.  S 
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djoiner  in  a  certein  place,  wbere  I  ateo  supped, 
and  manie  honeste  and  worshipful  gentleiaeo,  who 
were  for  the  most  parte  of  mine  old  acquaintance, 
and  therefore  durst  the  boldlier  participate  with 
me  in  communication  of  your  Grace,  knowinge 
tiiat  I  was  still  your  servaunte,  and  askinge  of  me 
how  you  did,  and  how  you  accepted  your  adversitie 
and  trouble,  I  answered  that  ye  did  well,  and  ac- 
cepted all  thihge  in  good  parte :  and  as  it  seemed 
to  me  they  were  your  indifferent  irendes  of  whcnn 
they  said  none  evill,  but  lamented  your  decaie  and 
downfall  verye  sore,  doubting  much  the  sequele 
not  to  be  gogd  for  the  comonwelthe.  Also  they 
mervailed  muche  that  ye  being  of  so  ezcellmt  wit, 
and  of  such  discretion,  woulde  so  simplie  con&sse 
youtBelfe  guiltye  unto  the  king,  as  ye  did,  for  (as 
they  underBtood  by  reporte  of  some  of  the  kinge'a 
councell)  your  case  being  weU  considered,  ye  had 
great  wronge,  to  the  which  I  could  make  no  direct 
answere. 

"  Is  this,  quoth  he,  the  opinion  of  wise  men? 

"  Yes,  forsoothe,  my  lord,  quoth  I,  and  com- 
monly of  all  men. 

"  Well  then,  quoth  he,  for  all  their  wisdom, 
they  perceived  not  so  much  as  I ;  fiff  I  considered 
that  my  enemies  had  broughte  the  matter  so  to 
passe  against  me,  that  they  conveyed  and  made 
it  the  king's  matter  and  case,  and  caused  Uie  king 
to  take  the  matter  into  bis  own  hands :  an^  alter 
he  had  once  &e  possession  of  all  my  goodes,  being 
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the  ktoge's  onlie  ease,  he,  rather  than  he  would 
hare  delivered  me  my  goodes  againe,  aad  taken  a 
foyle  or  ovcrthrowe  therein  at  my  handes,  with- 
onte  a  double  he  would  not  have  miate  (by  the 
settinge  fborthe  aad  procurement  of  my  evill 
wiUers)  to  have  imagined  my  undoing  and  destruc- 
tion therein,  whereof  the  best  had  beeai  perpetual 
impiiBonment,  or  the  daunger  of  my  lyfe.  I  had 
rather  confesse  the  matter  as  I  did,  and  tp  Uve  at 
lai^  like  a  poor  vicare,  than  to  lye  in  prison  with 
all  Uie  goodes  and  honour  I  then  had ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  for  me  the  better  way  to  yelde  me  unto 
the  kinge's  mercie  and  clemencie  than  to  stand 
Btifie  againste  him  in  tryall  of  the  wronge  whiche 
I  Busteyned,  wherein  the  Idnge  would  have  been 
lotfae  to  have  been  worsted.  And  in  my  submis- 
Hon,  the  Mnge,  I  doubte  not,  had  a  conscience, 
wherein  he  woulde  rather  pitie  me  than  maligne 
me;  and  also  there  was  the  nighte  crowe*,  that 
ever  cried  in  his  eare  againste  me ;  and  if  she 
mighte  have  perceived  any  obetinade  in  me,  she 
would  not  have  fayled  to  have  set  it  fourthe  with 
such  vehemencie  that  I  ehoulde  rather  have  ob- 
teyned  the  kinge'a  indigoatioo  than  his  lawfuU 
&voure.  And  his  favoure  once  loate  (  as  I  then 
knewe  that  I  had  done),  woulde  never  have  beene 
by  me  recovered.  Therefore  I  thoughte  it  better 
to  keep  still  his  favoure  with  losse  of  goodes  and 
dignities,  than  to  rayne  his  indignation  with  all 
*  Evidently  oltatUng  to  Apne  Boleyn. 
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my  witt,  trowtfa,  and  pollide ;  and  this  wbb  the 
cause,  whiche  all  men  knowe  not,'  that  1  yelded 
-  mj^elfe  bo  sonegiHey  to  the  premtmiK,  wherein 
the  Vi'ng  hath  since  conceyred  a  oonacicnce,  for  he 
knowetfa,  and  alwaies  did  know,  more  the  efiiecte 
tho'eof  than  any  othCT  person  living.  And  whe- 
ther I  offraided  him  therein  or  no,  I  whtdie  leave 
to  hffi  conBcietice,  conunittingc  to  him  the  trowdw 
of  my  cause." 

Circumstanced  as  Wolsey  was,  and  hoping  still 
to  regain  the  royal  favour,  it  was  tiie  most  courtly 
policy  thua  to  yield  to  the  stoirm  imtil  it  should 
blow-  over — ^yet  the  part  he  played  woold  have 
been  a  difficult  one  for  a  strictly  honest  man :  but 
this  speech,  besides  acting  as  his  justificaticHi,  is 
also  extremely  curious  as  showing  the  real  state 
a!  personal  security  in  those  "  good  old  times"  so 
much  boasted  of, — times  when  a  man  must  be 
contttit  to  yield  up  all  his  property,  in  order  to 
save  his  head ! 

Wolsey  having  proceeded  from  Sir  William 
Fitzwilliam's  mansion  to  Newark,  took  np  his 
lodgings  in  the  castle,  then  in  a  habitable  st^e 
of  repair,  from  whence  he  set  off  for  SouUiwdl, 
where  was  an  archlepiBcopal  residence ;  hat  it  was 
in  such  a  dilajHdated  state,  that  when  he  arrived 
there  at  supper-time,  he  found  it  necessary  to  take 
up  his  lodgings  in  the  prebendary's  house  opposite 
to  it,  where  he  remained  until  Whitsuntide,  when, 
the  palace  being  set  in  a  habitable  state,  he  took 
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up  Us  abode  in  it,  keqang  open  bouse  during  the 
remainder  of  the  summer,  which  was  resorted  to 
"  by  the  ipoet  worBhipfuU  of  the  country." 

Cavendish  also  states,  that  "  diverse  noblemen 
(faaviogeoocasifxi  to  repaire  into  the  conntrey  there) 
thcu^te  it  goode  to  visit  my  l<Hde  as  they  tra» 
veiled  thron^e  the  countrye,  of  whome  they  wtre 
most  gladlie  enterteyned,  and  had  ri^^te  good 
diere,  whose  noUe  and  gentle  bdiaviour  caused 
him  to  have  muche  love  in  the  countrye  of  all 
kinds  of  people.  He  kept  there  a  noble  hoose, 
where  was  both  plentie  of  meate  and  drinke  for 
all  commers,  and  also  muche  almes  geven  at  his 
gate  unto  the  poore  of  the  towne  and  countrye. 
He  used  muche  charitie  and  demencie  amonge  his 
tamauntes  and  others  of  the  kinge's  subjectes, 
altfaooj^  the  hearinge  thereof  were  not  pleasaunte 
in  the  eares  of  suche  as  bare  him  no  goode  wille : 
yet  the  countrye  and  comoo  people  will  saye  as 
they  finde  cause;  for  nowe  he  was  very  muche 
fitfniliaT  amonge  all  persons  who  then  accustom- 
ablie  kept  him  companie ;  and,  glad  at  anie  time 
when  he  mighte  do  them  anye  good,  he  made 
manie  agreements  and  Concordes  between  gentle- 
man and  gentleman,  and  between  some  gentlemen 
and  their  wives,  and  other  meane  persons,  the 
whiehe  had  bene  longe  before  asonder  and  in 
greate  troble;  makinge  for  everie  of  them  (as 
occasifMi  did  serve)  greate  assemblies  and  feastcs, 
not  sparing  his  purse  where  he  might  make  a 
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peace  and  amitie ;  which  gave  him  mudi  love  and 

friendsdiip  in  the  countxye." 

During  Wc^aBfa  stay  at  Southwell,  an  isstru- 
ment  was  brought  to  him  from  the  Idng  for  lig- 
natuie,  the  nature  of  which  does  not  appear ;  bat 
the  hurried  maimer  in  which  it  wag  forced  iqxxi 
him,  in  the  middle  of  the  niglU  and  joet  roused 
from  sleep,  forms  pretty  good  evidence  of  its 
having  been  such  a  document  an  either  the  king, 
or  his  enemies,  were  a&aid  he  would  refuse  his 
signature  to,  under  other  circumstenoes. 

The  affair  took  place  upon  Corpus  Christi  £ve^ 
cm  whidi  occasion  the  Cardinal  had  given  fflders 
to  his  household  to  prepare  for  the  singing  c^ 
high  mass  in  the  morning ;  and  scarcely  had  Uie 
household  retired  to  rest,  when  two  gentlemen 
arrived  at  the  gat^  and  demanded  instant  admis- 
sion. His  gentleman  usfaer  being  called,  he  went 
to  the  gate  to  inquire  who  they  were,  when  th^ 
declared  themselves  to  be  Mr.  Brereton,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  king's  privy  chamber,  and  a  Mr. 
Wrotherly,  who  had  come  poet  from  court  to 
speak  with  the  Cardinal.  On  this  being  known, 
they  were  instantly  admitted  into  the  porter's 
lodge,  when  they  desired  Cavendish  to  make  ar^ 
rangements,  without  delay,  for  their  interview 
with  the  Cardinal ;  on  which  he  gave  instant  iib> 
formation  to  him  of  their  arrival,  of  their  wish 
for  an  immediate  interview,  and  of  tiieir  intaiticm 
to  depart  without  any  further  delay. 
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Id  conseqiunce  of  this,  Wolsey  gave  directions 
£ar  their  being  admitted  into  the  next  chamber, 
whare  he  received  them  in  his  night  drees,  in  ma- 
nifestation of  his  read^  oomplianoe  with  the  royal 
ordfo^;  there  th^  did  him  due  reverence,  after 
which  he  shook  titem  heartily  by  the  hand,  and 
asked  how  his  sovereign  kird,  the  Idng,  did? 

"  Sir,"  said  they,  "  righte  well  and  merie ; 
thankee  be  geven  to  Ciod !" — adding,  "  Sir,  we 
mu^  desire  you  to  talke  with  you  apart." 

"  WiQi  a  righte  good  will,"  replied  the  Car- 
dinal. 

On  this  they  retired  to  the  recess  of  a  great 
window,  wh«)  a  long  conversation  took  place; 
after  which  the  messengers  produced  what  Caven- 
dish calls  "  a  little  mall,  a  close  thing  in  manner 
of  a  little  co£fre  covered  with  greene  velvet,  and 
bound  with  barres  of  silver  and  gilte,  with  a  lodce 
on  the  same  havinge  a  gilte  key,  with  the  whiche 
they  opened  the  cheat,  out  of  the  whiche  cheste 
they  took  an  iostrumente  or  writinge  conteyninge 
more  than  a  skynne  of  greate  parchmente,  havinge 
manie  scales  hanginge  to  the  same,  whereunto 
Uiey  put  more  wax  for  my  lorde's  seal,  to  the 
whiche  my  lord  sealed  and  subscribed  his  name 
with  his  owne  hande,  and  delivered  the  same 
againe  unto  them ;  desiringe  them,  forasmuch  as 
they  made  haste  to  departe,  to  tone  and  take  a 
bed,  for  it  was  verie  late,  aboute  miduighte,  or 
Bomethinge  paste.  They  thanked  him,  and  saide 
they  mighte  in  no  wise  tarie;  but  saide  they 
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woulde  Btraite  waie  lyde  to  the  Earie  of  ffiuews- 
buiie,  and  do  as  mucbe  as  tfiey  coulde  to  be  then 
before  he  sfaonlde  be  stirringe.  And  n^  lorde, 
ceemge  their  apeedie  haste,  caused  tbem  to  eate 
sadie  colde  meate  as  there  was  readie  in  the  hoiue, 
and  to  drinke  a  boll  or  two  of  wyne :  and  Chat 
done,%e  gave  eche  of  them  fowre  olde  soveraigoes 
of  fine  golde,  desyringe  them  to  take  it  in  grace, 
sainge  that  if  he  had  ben  of  greater  habilitie,  he 
would  have  geven  them  a  better  rewarde ;  and  so 
taldnge  tiieir  leave  they  departed." 

CaTendish,  who  seems  to  revel  in  this  kind  of 
gossip,  relates  that  after  they  were  gone  he  heard 
it  said  they  expressed  themselves  discontented  with 
the  sums  given  to  them  by  the  Cardinal ;  but  then 
be  observes  that  they  were  none  of  his  indifferent 
friends,  which  induced  them  to  accept  the  offinred 
reward  so  disdainfully;  yet  if  they  had  known 
how  straitened  he  was  for  casb  at  that  time,  had 
they  been  his  friends,  they  would  have  made  every 
allowance  for  him ;  "  but  nothinge  is  more  loste 
car  caste  away  than  suche  thingee  as  be  geven  to 
snche  persons." 

80  secret  were  the  messengers  upon  thia  occa- 
sion, and  such  was  the  secreey,  whether  ordered 
or  not  does  not  appear,  with  which  the  visit  was 
kept,  that  Cavendish  observes  there  were  few  or 
none  of  all  the  household,  besides  himself  and  the 
porter,  that  knew  of  the  affair,  "  and  yet  there 
laye  in  the  house  manie  strangera  and  wordiipfuU 
gentlemen  of  the  shire." 
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It  is  probable  that  this  transactioii  may  hare 
had  Bome  reference  to  a  proceeding  in  London  on 
the  14th  of  July,  when  a  writ  was  issued  to  the 
lord  mayor,  certain  citizens  of  London  and  othera, 
to  inquire  into  what  manors,  lands,  &c.  Sec.  were 
then  posseted  by  Wolsey,  or  had  come  into  his 
posseseiou  since  the  SSth  of  August,  1323.' 

The  object  of  this  investigation  does  not  clearly 
appear,  nor  do  we  find  its  result  recorded:  we 
must  leave  it  therefore  in  the  same  obscurity  as 
the  document  whose  forced  signature  has  just  been 
stated. 

The  MS.  so  often  quoted  next  informs  us  that 
the  Cardinal  remained  at  Southwell,  "  untill  aboute 
the  latter  ende  of  grasse  time,"  when  he  resolved 
to  remove  to  Scroby,  where  then  stood  a  mamion 
belonging  to  the  archbishopric:  but  no  sooner  bad 
he  given  orders  to  prepare  for  that  removal  than 
the  news  spread  like  wildfire,  to  the  great  sorrow 
of  that  vicinity;  or,  as  Cavendish  describes  It, 
**  which  was  not  so  muche  sorrowe  to  all  his 
neighbours  there  aboute  Southwell,  but  it  was  as 
joyfiill  to  all  the  oountrey  about  ScroWe." 
-  On  the  Sunday  before  the  CardlnaTs  departure 
tor  Scroby,  all  the  knights  and  other  worshipful 
gentlemen  (as  they  were  called  in  the  dialect  of 
that  age),  of  that  part  of  Nottinghamshire,  as- 
sembled at  Southwell  to  a  parting  dinner,  and  to 
sleep  there,  so  as  they  might  accompany  him  on 
his  journey  through  t^t  part  <tf  the  then  ex- 
tensive forest  of  Sherwood.     But  Wolsey  being 
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infimned  Uiat  it  was  their  intention  to  have  a 
great  Btag  lodged  by  the  way,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  him  all  the  sport  they  could,  felt  it  prudent 
to  avoid  such  an  exhibition,  "  not  knowinge  howe 
the  kinge  would  take  it ;  being  also  well  assured 
howe  his  enemies  would  much  rejoyce  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  take  upon  him  such  pre- 
sumption, whereby  they  mighte  fiude  occasion  to 
persuade  with  the  kinge,  how  sumptuous  he  was, 
Qotwithstandinge  his  adversitie  and  displeasiuv, 
and  so  to  hringe  the  kinge  into  perfect  ill  opini«i 
of  him,  and  thereby  breede  small  hope  of  recon- 
dljation,  but  rather  to  informe  the  kinge  that  he 
soughte  a  meane  to  obtaine  the  fiftvour  of  the 
countrey  Uian  of  him,  with  diverse  suche  imagina- 
tions, wherein  he  mi^t  rather  obteyne  displea- 
*  sure  than  honor;"  and  being  unwilling  also  to  state 
these  reasons  to  the  gentlemen  assembled,  as  a 
cause  for  declining  their  kind  intentions,  lest  they 
should  take  it  into  their  heads  that  to  visit  him 
was  not  to  pay  court  to  the  monardi,  he  contrived 
a  plan  which  he  meant,  when  once  secretly  exe- 
cuted, should  pass  off  for  a  good  joke  upon  his 
visitors.  For  this  purpose  he  gave  secret  direc- 
tions, on  the  Sunday  evening,  to  his  genUnnan 
usher,  to  have  six  or  seven  horaes,  besides  his  own 
mule,  ready  for  departure  by  break  of  day,  to- 
gether witli  a  c^laiu  number  <^  persons  who  were 
to  accompany  him  to  a  neighbouring  abbey,  wbere 
he  intended  to  lodge  in  his  way  to  Scroby ;  desiring 
Cavendish  also  to  be  ready  to  ride  with  him,  and 
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to  call  him  bo  early,  that  he  might  hear  mass  he- 
fore  he  should  set  off,  yet  still  be  on  horseback  by 
break  of  day. 

These  directions  being  strictly  complied  with, 
the  Cardinal  set  off  in  due  time  upon  his  mule, 
with  his  appointed  attendants,  for  the  abbey,  which 
was  about  sixteen  miles  distant,  where  he  arriyed 
as  early  as  six  in  the  morning,  going  instantly  to 
bed,  whilst  his  household  and  all  the  gentlemen  at 
Southwell  were  thet  ^elTCfl  still  in  their  beds,  not 
ezpectiog  that  he  would  set  off  before  eight  o'clock. 
At  that  hour  the  joke  was  partly  found  out ;  wbtn 
all  the  party  mounted  on  horseback,  setting  off  at 
full  gallop  in  hopes  of  oTertaking  him ;  in  which, 
however,  they  were  disappointed,  as  well  as  in 
their  proposed  chase  of  the  great  stag,  which  they 
thus  left  b^nd  them  in  the  forest ;  but  at  dinner, 
as  Cavendish  reports,  "  the  matter  was  laughed 
at,  and  ao'meetly  jested  onto,  that  all  the  matt» 
was  well  taken." 

Hunting,  indeed,  seems  in  that  vicinity  to  have 
been  the  order  of  tiie  day,  for  in  the  afternoon 
Wolsey  was  waited  on  by  several  of  the  Earl  o^ 
Shrewsbury's  gentlemen  and  game-keepers,  with 
their  lard's  request  that  he  would  indulge  hinffielf 
by  hunting  in  Worksop  park ;  which,  as  they  as- 
sured him,  was  the  nearest  and  best  way  for  him 
to  travel  throng  on  his  journey,  and  where  he 
would  find  jdenty  of  game  laid  in  readiness  for 
him  to  himt :  but  to  this  polite  message  the  Car- 
dinal replied,  that  he  thanked  Loid  Shrewsbury 
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**  for  liiB  genUenw,  and  them  for  their  pauu," 
adding  that  he  was  "  a  n^  not  meete  to  retaine 
anie  Buche  pleasure ;  for  such  pastioie  was  meete 
Smr  men  of  honour,  that  delighted  themsdvea 
therein,  fiw  whom  he  sayde  it  was  more  cm- 
Tenient  than  for  bim.  NeTerthelease  he  could 
doo  no  lease  than  thinke  my  Lorde  of  Shrewebune 
to  be  mudie  hia  freind,  in  whom  he  found  sudw 
gentlenea  and  courteous  offer,  and  rendered  abo 
to  him  bis  most  lowlye  thankee  frran  the  rerie 
bottome  of  his  heart ;  but  in  no  wise  could  th^ 
intreate  him  to  hunt,  althoughe  the  wisahipfull 
tOBU  in  big  companie  did  muche  nrovdEe  biw 
hereto ;  yet  he  would  not  consent,  desjring  them 
to  be  contented,  saieuge  that  he  came  not  into  the 
oonntrye  to  frequent  or  fcdlowe  anie  suche  plea- 
sures or  pastimes,  but  rather  to  attend  to  a  greater 
cure  that  he  had  in  hande,  which  was  both  his 
ftndye  and  pleasure." 

With  thie  kind  of  apologj^  he  attempted  to  pa- 
cify them  for  the  time ;  y«t  when  he  rode  through 
the  park,  on  the  ensuing  day,  not  only  Lewd 
Shrewsbury's  pe<^le,  but  also  the  gentry  who  ac- 
companied him,  urged  him  again  to  the  tdiase, 
especially  as  the  deer  lay  very  fou-  for  the  sport ; 
but  he  was  not  to  be  persuade^  to  hreak.  his  reao- 
hitioa :  and  therefore  he  rode  thnn^h  tbe  park 
with  all  possible  q>eed,  until  he  came  to  ita  Tcrgc; 
when  he  called  the  earl's  keepers,  gave  them  his 
beet  thanks  to  carry  to  their  master,  with  a  jbo- 
mise  shortly  to  visit  him,  also  ten  pomids  fat 
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tbomdveB,  as  ti»ir  **  reward"  for  conducting  him 
through  the  paric;  md  then  pursued  his  course 
tat  Rnff(nd  Abbey,  -whexe  he  dhied,  pndiing  on 
far  the  abbey  at  Bljrthe,  where  he  slept,  and 
readied  Booby  on  the  ensuing  day. 

At  this  axchiquseopal  residence,  Wolsey  re- 
mained until  after  Michaelmas,  evidently  fishing 
&xt  popularity,  in  a  manner  which  he  had  never 
attempted  be£u« :  for  now  we  hear  of  his  ezer- 
dsing  many  deeds  of  charity,  whilst  on  every 
Sabbath  di^,  that  the  weather  permitted  him,  he 
wait  to  some  poor  parish  cfaurdi  in  the  vicinity, 
where  be  performed  the  mass,  causing  one  of  his 
attendant  chaplains  to  [veadi,  and  then  Hining 
bumbly  at  some  house  in  the  village,  ordering  Vic- 
tuals and  drink  to  be  supplied  to  the  poor,  and 
practtsiug  all  such  actions  as  were  most  likely  to 
gain  the  affections  of  the  people. 

The  winter  advancing,  it  became  necessary  to 
hasten  his  journey  towards  York ;  therefore,  leav- 
ing Scroby  lor  Cawood-Castl^  Wolsey  stopped  two 
ni^ts  and  a  day  at  St  Oswald's  Abbey,  where 
he  confirmed  the  children  of  ibe  viduity  in  the 
diurch,  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  noon; 
and  then,  so  intent  was  he  on  this  holy  work,  that 
after  a  abort  dinner,  he  began  again  a  littie  after 
Mie,  until  at  length  he  became  so  &tigued  as  to 
find  it  necessary  to  call  ffH*  a  chair ;  yet  he  would 
not  desist,  but  proceeded  until  six  in  the  evening, 
before  he  oould  complete  the  duty,  so  many  appli- 
cants were  there  for  this  solemnity. 
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On  the  enmiing  day,  wfaUst  travdlii^  bnrards 
Cawood,  he  stopped  at  every  churdi  in  his  vajr, 
ooufimung  nearly  one  hundred  childrm  on  that 
day  alone,  even  before  he  reached  Ferrylnidge ; 
where,  on  an  extennve  plain,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  town,  there  assembled  upwaids  of 
&ve  hundred  children,  round  a  great  stone  cron. 
The  Cardinal  immediately  alighted,  and  omficmcd 
them  all  before  he  would  leave  the  jdace,  so  that 
he  did  not  arrive  at  Cawood  until  a  late  hour. 

Cawood-Castle,  or  palace,  is  about  seven  miks 
distant  from  York, 
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voA  faefe  lie  resided  for  some  time,  in  alt  Uie  stat^ 
-batting  his  h^h  dignity,  keeping  open  house,  aii4 
Tecdving  the  compHments  of  all  the  nobility  aiid 
gently  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Poor  as  he  had  described  himsdf  to  be,  he  now 
found  means  to  repair  the  castle  up«i  a  very  ex- 
toisire  scale,  adding  several  new  buildings  to  i^ 
and  keeping  upwards  of  three  hundred  workmen 
daily  onployed  upon  it. 

As  it  Was  generally  kbown  that  Wolsey  was 
now  out  oi  favour  with  the  king,  there  seem  at 
first  to  have  been  some  doubts,  amongst  the  prin- 
cipal clergy,  how  they  should  behave  towards  him 
in  their  corporate  c^iacity.  At  length,  all  the 
.doctors  and  prebendaries  of  the  cathedral  resolved 
to  wait  upon  Mm  as  their  chief  head,  and  as  the 
patron  and  father  of  their  spiritual  dignities.  F<nr 
this  purpose  they  repaired  in  a  body  to  Cawood, 
most  joyfully  welcoming  idm  into  those  parts,  and 
assuring  him  that  it  was  no  small  comfort  to  them 
to  see  their  bead  amongst  them,  who  had  been  so 
k>ng  absent  from  them ;  that  they  were  like  unto 
iatherless  and  comfiortiess  children,  for  want  of  his 
presence ;  and  expressing  a  hope  that  they  would 
shortly  see  him  amongst  them  in  his  own  church, 
the  cathedral  of  York.  Wolsey  assured  them  that 
to  do  so  was  the  most  especial  cause  <^  his  coming, 
that  he  might  be  amongst  them  as  a  father  and  a 
natural  txtither ;  but  they  informed  him  that  his 
installation  must  first  take  place,  for  by  the  ancient 
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laws  and  custonw  of  that  catliednil,  eren  he,  i^o 
was  the  head  i»-elate  and  pastor,  could  not  be  pav 
initted  to  go  above  the  choir  door,  until  that  cere- 
mony was  performed.  Nay,  they  farther  infcKined 
him,  that  if  he  were  to  die  previous  to  installation, 
he  could  not  be  buried  above  in  the  dioir,  but  is 
the  loww  part  of  the  church.  Wherefore  tliey 
cxinressed  their  strong  desire  that  he  should  be 
installed  finthwith ;  at  the  same  time  beeeediii^ 
him  that  he  would'not  break  the  laudable  customs 
of  that  cathedral,  **  to  the  which,"  added  they, 
"  we  are  obliged  by  oath,  at  our  first  admittance, 
to  observe  that  and  divers  others,  whiph  in  our 
chapter  do  remain  upon  record." — "  Tbeae  re- 
cords," relied  the  Cardinal,  "  would  I  fsin  see, 
and  then  you  shall  know  further  of  mine  adviae 
and  mind  in  this  business." 

On  a  day  aj^inted,  the  great  body  of  the  clergy 
waited  upon  him  with  these  records,  whit^  he 
examined  minntdy,  and  then  declared  his  imbm- 
tion  of  going  through  the  ceremony  of  inatall^ion 
upon  the  next  Monday  after  All  Hallows'  Tide, 
directing  that  due  preparation  shonld  be  made  fin- 
tiie  same ;  not,  indeed,  in  such  sumptuous  manner 
as  had  been  observed  hy  his  predecessors,  but  with 
all  due  solemnity,  and  with  such  modest  pomp,  as 
might  be  not  xmworthy  of  that  ancient  clerical 
establishment. 

Whilst  things  were  in  a  state  of  preparatirai, 
the  Cardinal  did  not  fail  to  pay  dud  att^ti<Hi  to 
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all  ike  membecB  t^  the  diurdi;  and  upon  All 
Hallows'  day,  one  of  the  prmc^  officers  of  tiM 
cathedrsl,  and  wlio  had  the  general  r^tiktion  of 
the  ceremonieB  at  the  installation,  beiu^  at  dumer 
with  him  at  Cawood,  the  conversation  turned  upon 
the  order  and  ceremony  to  be  obserred ;  when  tha 
t^xet  stated  that  tiie  archbishop,  on.  the  day  oi 
his  installation,  was  to  proceed  from  the  ch^Ml  of 
St.  James,  which  stood  outside  of  the  city  gates* 
to  the  Minster  on  foot,  wallqng  upon  doth,  which 
was  afterwards  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor.  To 
this  Wolsey  answered,  that  although  Us  {vede* 
cessors  had  walked  txpcuk  cloth,  yet  he  intended  to 
go  on  foot,  without  any  such  pon^  <»:  glory,  and 
"  in  the  vampes  of  our  bosen."  He  accordingly 
gave  orders  to  all  his  eervanta  to  attend  the  eere- 
SBony  as  humbly  dressed  as  might  be,  and  without 
imy  sumptoinis  ai^^arel ;  and  he  then  gave  due 
informatioo,  that  on  the  ensuing  Sonday  Im  would 
proceed  to  Yiurk,  to  be  there  installed,  making  but 
one  great  dinner  for  all  the  t^Mrcbmeu  at  the 
cjoge,  and  Aining  the  next  day  with  the  mayor, 
afbu  which  he  would  x«tam  to  his  residence  at 
Cawood. 

This  determination  was  no  sooner  gaierallj 
icnowsi  than  the  gentry,  abbots,  and  priors,  in  Hut  ^ 
vicinity,  eent  in  great  store  c£  all  proTiskas; 
wiulA  the  common  people,  with  wh(Hn  the  Cas- 
dinal  was  now  a  great  favourite,  looked  forward 
■wiih  eager  expectatko. 
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AmM^t  the  Tarious  Inddents  that  took  place 
dnring  Wolse^B  short  abode  at  Cawood,  there  was 
one  that  deaerres  particular  notice,  as  markiiif 
the  unsettled  state  of  society,  in  those  "  good  old 
times."  He  had  not  been  long  there,  when  he  be- 
came acquainted  that  ihere  was  a  very  serious 
dispute  between  Kr  Richard  Tempest,  Knt.  and 
a  Mr.  Brian  HastingB,  then  ranking  only  as  an 
eaquir^  between  wfa<«n  it  was  sui^msed  that  a  duel, 
or  even  murder,  must  ensue,  unless  some  means 
eould  be  found  of  bringing  them  to  an  accommo- 
dation ;  an  affair  in  which  the  genfary  of  the  counQr 
felt  themselvee  much  interested. 

The  Cardinal  instantly  took  the  matter  up, 
writing  to  them  both  on  the  sul^ect;  and  at 
length  80  far  succeeded*  that  each  agreed  to  attend 
at  Cawood  on  a  certain  day,  and  there  to  hear 
and  fiilfil  hia  award,  after  a  due  investigatitHL  In 
onuequence  (^  this  a  day  of  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed, on  whidi  they  both  attended,  but  eadi 
with  s  great  number  of  friends  and  fiidlowen. 
Wolsey  had  receired  infcvmiUion  that  this  would 
be  the  case,  and*  therefore,  he  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution of  requesting,  and  indeed  requiring,  a  large 
party  of  the  geatiy  to  come  to  Cawood  on  that 
day,  to  assist  not  only  m  bringing  these  two  dis- 
putants to  terms  of  friendahip,  but  also  in  pre- 
serving  the  peao^  which  otherwise  might  be  in- 
fringed upon  l^  the  "  deadly  fisud." 
To  guard  even  more  cautious^  against  a  breadi 
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of  the  peace,  the  Cardinal  gave  strict  orders  that 
no  more  of  the  suite  of  each  gentleman  than  six 
menial  sorants  should  enter  the  castle,  all  the 
rest  remunii^  in  the  town,  or  wherever  they 
might  choose  to  repiur ;  and  he  himself,  so  anxious 
was  he  on  the  subject,  went  outside  the  gates* 
where  he  assembled  the  partizans  of  both  sides, 
most  strictly  charging  diem  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lie  tranquillity,  upon  their  perils,  and  to  avoid,  all 
bragging  or  quarrelling  with  eadi  other ;  after 
which  he  ordered  both  beer  and  wine  to  be  sent 
to  their  quarters  in  the  town,  and  Uien  returned 
into  the  castle. 

The  time  was  nowabont  nine  in  the  morning;  and 
as  it  was  his  intention  to  have  both  the  disputants 
to  dine  with  him,  at  his  own  t^le,  he  thought  it 
would  be  best,  if  possible,  to  have  the  matter 
settled  amicably  before  dinner.  Accordin^y  he 
sent  fiir  them  into  tiie  chi^l ;  and  tha*e,  in  pre« 
sence  of  the  gentry  whom  he  had  previously  in- 
vited, he  commenced  an  examinatioD  into  their 
causes  of  quarrel,  at  the  same  time  pointing  out 
to  them  the  dangers  that  might  possibly  ensue 
from  wilfulness  and  obstinacy,  and  giving  "good 
and  wholesome  exhortations." 

Notwithstanding  this  sage  and  friendly  advice, 
both  Tempest  and  Hastings  brought  forward 
many  things  in  very  strong  language  in  ^eir  de- 
fence ;  and  sometimes  used  very  harsh  language 
towards  eadi  other,  which  it  required  all  the  aldlt 
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of  the  Cardinal  and  liis  Mends  to  qualify ;  bat 
they  did  not  give  up  the  work  of  peace-making  in 
decipair,  the  Cardinal,  in  particular,  urging  very 
strong  arguments,  eren  until  four  o'clock  in  Uie 
afternoon,  "  when  my  lorde  thought  them  to  a 
finall  Concorde  and  peace,  concluding  a  certaine 
determinde  ende  betvene  them,  and  ao  made  them 
firendea :  and,  aa  it  seemed,  th^  wraie  bothe  con- 
tented therewith,  and  very  joyous  of  the  same. 
And  then  my  lorde  caused  them,  after  they  had 
shaken  hands  together,  to  go  arme  m  arme  to 
dyuer ;  the  sight  whereof  pleased  much  the  be* 
holders,  and  so  went  to  dyner,  althou^e,"  obeerrefi 
Cavendish  with  something  like  simplicdty,  "it 
were  to  late  to  dyne."  We  may  preeume.that  the 
party  who  had  waited  so  long  for  a  meal,  whidi 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  eating  at  noon,  were  not 
exactly  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  g^itteAuui 
udier,  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  time ;  accordingly 
they  all  sat  down  at  the  Cardinal's  table,  when  in 
the  course  of  the  r^»st  the  reconciled  disputants 
drank  to  each  other  with  every  ^pearauce  of 
friendship  and  good  wilL 

Dinner  over,  Widsey  persuaded  than  to  send 
home  their  followers,  then  distributed  in  the  town, 
and  to  retain  no  more  than  th^  customary  riding 
attendants ;  he  also  kept  them  at  his  residence  all 
night,  along  widi  his  own  invited  friends,  and  en- 
tertained than  with  such  jollity  and  good  will, 
that  they  became  his  fiuA  fri«ids;  whiA  th^ 
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maiufasted  aftenrardfi  at  the  preparadona  fw  his 
instaUataon  into  the  archiepiscc^iAl  chair. 

It  may  be  remariied  as  a  curiouB  fact,  that 
Wolsef,  now  on  the  poiitt  of  being  installed  in 
York,  hod  never  been  at  that  city,  even  in  his 
northern  progresses.  Indeed  it  was  a  prophecy 
of  Mother  Ku}>ton,  estenned  as  a  witch  in  those 
days,  that  fae  should  see  York,  but  never  come  at 
it  Nor  does  he  seem  to  have  been  'anzious  to 
Tisit  it,  preferring  his  own  residence  at.Cawood, 
whiKle  he  is  said  to  have  received  several  persua- 
sions and  threatenings  to  make  him  conclude  the 
affair  of  the  divorce,  without  r^ard  to  the  ordera 
from  Rome.  On  this  point,  however,  he  was  in- 
flexible ;  and  it  is  stated  by  one  historian,  that 
not  till  then  did  the  king  determine  upon  his 
ruin :  whilfet  another  soys,  that  "  the  king  all  this 
jeeir  dissembled  the  matter  to  see  what  he  would 
do  at  length,  till  that  he  saw  his  proud  heart  so 
hi^ily  exalted,  that  fae  would  be  ao  triumphantly 
installed  without  making  the  king  -privy — ^yea, 
siod  in  manner  of  disdayne  of  the  king,  thought  it 
not  mete  any  longer  to  suffer  hiiti  to  ointinue." 

How  far  this  is  correct,  it  is  now  difficult  to 
judge ;  but  we  may  observe  that  Wolsey  appears 
not  to  have  been  exactly  aware  of  the  ezteot 
of 'malice  at  work  against  him:  for  it  is  a  fatt 
that  whilst  thus  endeavouring  to  gain  jk^ularity 
at  York,  he  was  declining  rapidly  in  &vDur  at 
court;   wh»e  his  enemies,  'still  fearful  that  his 
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^^rarent  moderttion  might  tend  mudi  to  revivr 
the  king's  confidraioe  towards  him,  were  again 
busily  engaged  in  f^ts  to  ensure  his  ruin.  In 
this  th^  at  length  aucoeeded  so  for  as  to  ex- 
cite the  strongest  irritation  against  faun  in  the 
king*s  breast,  wfao  now  yielded  to  their  soggestioDB- 
tiiat  the  Cardinal  should  be  tried  for  high  treason ; 
but  th^  were  not  so  well  pleased  with  the  rt^al 
determinatiMi  that  he  should  return  to  Ixmdon, 
and  stand  to  the  trial  in  his  own  person ;  for  thiy 
still  feared  his  influence  with  Henry,  should  tbr 
old  friends  again  meet. 

To  this,  however,  they  dared  not  make  any 
open  objection,  and  accordingly  it  was  arranged 
that  Sir  Walter  Welch,  a  gentleman  of  the  king's 
privy  cbamb^,  tog^er  with  the  Earl  of  North- 
umberland, should  form  the  oommisnon  for  his 
arrest.  The  Earl  oi  Northumberiand  was  then 
residing  at  his  castle  in  the  north,  and  Sir  Walter 
set  off  on  All  Hallows,  Ist  of  November,  the  d^ 
on  whidi,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  the  Car- 
dinal had  a  party  of  the  Yoric  clergy  to  dine  with 
him  at  the  Castle  of  Cawood.  On  that  day  his 
chaplains  sat  et  his  own  hoard  end,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  dinner,  the  great  archiepiacopil 
cross,'  which  stood  by,  fell  down,  and  broke 
Dr.  (afterwards  Bishop)  Bonner's  head,  cavsing 
the  Uood  to  flow  plentifully.  The  Cardinal  ob- 
serving the  fall  of  the. cross,  and  the  state  of 
amazonent  into  which  it  had  struck  those  who 
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weie  praent,  mqnired  the  eatne  of  thdr  ap- 
■peremt  ezbraordinary  alann,  'wlien  his  gentleman 
luher  entered  upon  a  detail  of  the  affiurs.  Wolsey 
then  aaksd  if  blood  had  been  drawn,  and  being 
ansvered  in  the  affirmative,  he  turned  his  head 
amde,  repeating  in  an  under  tone  (malum  ranen), 
"a  ^a  omen." 

Indeed  it  seema  to  have  afiected  him  mnch,  ac- 
oor^ng  to  the  superstitions  of  those  times ;  for 
he  suddenly  repeated  the  o&bt  grace,  and  rising 
from  table,  retired  to  his  bed-diamber.  Not  had 
it  less  effect  upon  the  rest  of  the  company,  who 
all  considered  it  as  (miinous  of  miafortune,  thon^ 
th^  knew  not  how ;  but  Wola^  afterwards  gave 
his  interpretation  to  Cavendish  that  Uie  archi- 
e|ifscopal  cross  was  a  type  of  himself,  and  that  its. 
being  thrown  down  by  Dr.  Austen,  his  phyeddan, 
was  emMamatic  of  that  person  betraying  his  con-: 
fidence,  as  he  really  did,  to  the  Cardinal's  ene- 
mies; whilst  its  falling  on  Bonner's  head  arose 
from  that  priest  bedding  at  the  time  the  office  of 
master  of  the  &culties,  and  of  the  spiritual  juris- 
diction in  his  wchlnshopric ;  as  for  the  blood,  he 
considered  as  a  sign  of  speedy  death,  probcddy 
nlliuliitg  iji  his  own  mind  to  a  scaffold  on  Tower- 
hill,  rather  than  to  a  quiet  demise  in  his  bed. 

Sir  Walter  Weldi,  in  the  mean  time,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  castle  of  the  Earl  of  Nor&umber- 
land,  who  readily  undertook  his  share  of  the  com- 
mission, ordered  a  number  of  the  gentlemen  of 
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hm  hotuehoU  to  attend  liiid  cm  a  joornej,  and  di- 
rected that  a  long  lilt  of  the  gentry  of  the  Tidnity 
Bhould  be  Bummaiied  also  in  the  king's  name  to 
aeoompauf  him  on  a  special  but  secret  e^)edili(Hi. 
Such  haste  was  made  in  this  business  tiiat,  on  die 
Friday  previous  to  the  pn^ioeed  installation  in 
York  minster,  winch  was  to  have  tiiken  place  on 
the  Monday,  the  commissioners  arrived  at  Ca- 
wood,  whilst  the  Cardinal  in  his  private  apart- 
ment,  and  the  housdiold  in  ttie  hall  were  at  din- 
ner ;  to  the  anrprise  of  all,  and  evidently,  as  it  ap- 
peared afterwards,  to  tlie  great  discomfiart  of 
Wolsey  himsel£ 

The  earl  no  sotmer  entered  the  hall  than,  as 
Cavendish  states,  "he  set  it  in  order,"  and  then 
directjng  the  porter  to  deliver  the  keys,  in  the 
king's  name,  to  one  of  his  servants,  the  porter 
stoutly  refused,  saying  that  the  keys  were  given 
in  diarge  to  him  by  his  own  lord  and  master,  the 
Cardinal,  both  upon  oath,  and  l^  verbal  orders, 
and  therefore  he  would  yield  them  up  to  no  other 
peiraon. 

Some  of  the  Cardinal's  gentlemen^  who  wen 
standing  by,  now  stepped  up  in  order  to  preserve 
tranquilU^,  if  possible,  and  observed  to  the  earl 
that  the  porter  showed  himself  to  be  a  good  feUow 
and  a  Mthful  servant,  speaking  Uke  an  honest 
man ;  "  therefore,"  said  tiiey,  "  g^ve  him  your 
diaige,  and  let  him  keep  the  keys  still."  Hie 
eari  was  so  satisfied  with  the  rcmonstranoe,  that 
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hie  said  .to  tbe  pinrter — **  Thou  «hidt  well  and 
truly  keep  the  heiys  to  the  xae  of'  our  sorereiga 
lord  the  king,  and  you  shall  let  mme  pase  in  nor 
out  of  the  gates  but  suoh  as  from  time  to  time 
7<ni  diall  be  commanded  1^  us,  being  the  king's 
comniissi<mers,  during  our  stay  here."  This  was 
eonndered  as  an  oath,  fax  the  keys  having,  in  the 
interim,  been  taken  from  the  porter  by  force,  they 
were  now  redelivered  to  him  by  Sir  Walter 
Wddi,  the  other  commissioner. 

Hitherto,  Wolsey  was  ignorant  of  the  natuvs 
of  these  violent  proceedings,  sb  none  were  allowed 
to  leave  the  hall ;  and  those  smt  down  l^  him,  to 
make  inquiry,  were  prevented  from  returning. 
At  length  <me  of  the  hous^old  contrived  to  evade 
the  vigihtnce  ci  the  commissioners*  mrai,  and  to 
inform  the  Cardhial  of  what  had  taken  place 
bdow ;  but  Wdaey,  at  first  apparently  lost  in 
astonnhment,  refbsed  to  believe  it,  until  it  was 
confirmed  by  another  person.  He  then  resumed 
his  wonted  placidity  of  outward  demeanour,  and 
merely  observed — "  Then  I  am  sorry  we  haw 
dined,  for  I  fear  our  t^Bcers  have  not  provided 
fish  enough  (being  a  meagre  day)  for  the  esiterw. 
taimnent  of  him,  with  some  honouraUie  dieer 
fitting  his  hi^  estate  and  dignity."  He  then 
rose  from  table,  and,  as  if  to  show  how  little  he 
was  affected  by  the  unexpected  drcnmstaace,  di- 
rected  that  the  cloth  should  remain  as  it  was, 
in  order  to  show  Lord  Northumberland  how  far 
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Gtey  bad  proceeded  with  dieir  dinner.  Una 
done,  he  wsllced  towardB  the  staircase,  on  wfaidi 
be  was  met  bf  the  earl*,  to  whom  he  said,  "  Yon 
are  heartily  welcrane,  ray  lord;"  after  idiicb  they 
embraced.  Wolsey  next  observed,  **  If  you  had 
toved  me,  you  would  have  aent  me  wwd  of  your 
eoming,  Uiat  I  mi^t  have  entertained  you  with 
honour.  Notwithstanding,  you  shall  have  sodi 
cheer  as  I  can  make  yon  for  the  iKcsent,  witk  a 
right  good  will ;  trusting  you  will  accept  thoeof 
in  good  part,  hoping  hereafter  to  see  yon  oftener, 
iriien  X  shall  be  more  able  to  entertain  yon." 
'  That  Wolsey  was  sincere  hi  these  cimiplinients, 
and  without  any  alarm  on  the  subject  of  this  un- 
expected and  evidently  hostile  visit,  can  scsroriy 
be  supposed ;  he  carried  it  off  well,  however,  and 
with  decent  fortitude,  fix  he  took  I<ord  Nmth- 
umberland  by  ihe  hand  and  led  him  to  his  diam- 
ber,  followed  by  all  the  earl's  servants,  who  were 
stopped  at  the  door  by  the  gentleman  usfa«r,  so 
that  the  Cardinal  and  the  commissioners  were 
left  alone,  with  the  exception  of  Cavendish,  n^ 
reports  the  conversation  that  took  place  between 
them. 

The  bow  or  bay  windows  of  the  apartments  of 
that  day  seem  to  have  bera  the  general  retirii^ 
place  for  ccnfidential  conversation;  and  at  one 
4rf  these  they  stationed  themselves,  but  not  out  of 

*  This  waa  he  who,  when  Lord  Percy,  had  been  prevented 
from  uarrying  the  Lady  Anne  Boleyn. 
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hearing'  of  the  gentlemaa  naher.  Cav^dish  as^ 
serte  that  Northumberland  trembled,  but  at  length 
said,  "  I  arrest  you  of  hi^  treafion !"  At  this 
diarge  the  Cardinal  "  was  well  nigh  astmiBhed," 
and  he  paused  for  some  time  before  he  ventured 
on  an  aasw^.  At  length^he  demanded  "  what 
attthoiity  have  you  to  arrest  me?"  To  whieh 
Nraihnmbeidand  replied,  "  I  have  a  commifiaion 
80  to  do." — **  Show  it  me,"  said  Wolsey,  "that  I 
may  see  the  contents  thereof." — "  Nay,  sir,  that 
you  may  not !"  was  the  reply.  "  Then,"  r^oined' 
the  Cardinal,  **  hold  you  contented,  for  I  will  not 
obey  your  arrest :  fbr  there  hath  been,  between 
your  ancestors  and  ray  predecessors,  gkeat  conten- 
tions and  debate ;  uid  ti^r^ote  unksa  I  see  your 
authority  I  will  not  obey  you  T 

Whilst  this  matter  was  in  debate  between  the 
Cardinal  and  earl,  Welch,  the  other  commissioner, 
was  engaged  in  arresting  Dr.  Audten,  which  he 
did  at  the  door  of  the  Cardinal's  chamber,  saying 
to  him,  "  Qo  in,  thou  traitor,  or  I  shall  make 
thee  r  Alarmed  at  this  hubbub.  Cavendish  apeaei 
the  door,  when  Wdch  thiTost  in  the  doctor,  with 
■considerable  Tiolence,  himself  following  with  as 
iittte  ceremony.  No  sooner  had  Welch  entered 
ihe  Cardinal's  chamber  than  he  plucked  off  his 
hood,  which  was  of  the  same  stuff  as  his  doel^ 
-and  worn  as  a  disguise ;  he  then'knelt  down  to 
'the  Cardinal,  who  said  to  him  calmly,  "  Come 
Mtfaer,  gentleman;  rise,  and  let  me  speak  with 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


MS  WOLSBY,  THB  CABinHAL, 

yam."  Wddi  having  ziantfittmlus  knees,  Wobe^ 
continued — "  M.y  lord  of  Nortluuiberluid  hath  ar- 
TCBted  me,  but  hy  what  authority  I  Imov  not.  If 
you  be  i^vy  thereunto,  or  joined  with  him  tbcnia, 
I  jway  you  show  me !"  But  Wddi  r^ied — *•  la- 
deed,  my  lord,  if  it  pleaae  your  grace,  Z  ^syhave 
me  excused;  for  there  are  asDazed  to  oar  con- 
miiaoii  certain  inatmcticaia,  as  yoa  may  mat  see, 
nor  be  privy  to." 

Wolsey  now  asked, "  Why  be  yonr  instmctioM 
sueh  as  I  may  not  see,  ncnr  be  privy  to?" — then 
ftin-iftg  a  mMuent,  he  added — "  Yet  peradventnra 
if  I  be  privy  nnto  them,  I  may  help  you  the  betlO' 
to  perform  ^em ;  for  it  is  not  unknown  to  jaa 
tiut  I  have  been  of  counsel  in  as  weighty  matters 
as  these  are ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  I  shall  <b  wdl 
enough  for  my  part— ^irove  myself  a  true  man 
s^ainst  the  e^Kctatixm  of  my  cruel  wwjoics.  I 
ate  the  matter  whereiQK»i  it  groweth !  well!  tlisre 
is  no  mose  to  do,  I  trowe.  You  are  of  the  privy- 
chamber;  your  name  is  Master  Weldi;  lamcon- 
tei^»d  to  yield  to  you,  but  not  to  the  earl  without 
I  see  his  commission ;  and  also  you  arc  a  ai^kieBt 
oommissioBBr  in  this  behalf  beis^  one  sf  the 
Itrivy-duunber.  Thenion  put  your  (ocnmissioB 
in  execution !  Spare  me  not !  I  will  diey  yam 
and  the  ki^,  for  I  ftar  not  the  crud^  of  mine 
enemies,  no  more  than  I  do  the  truUi  «f  my  at 
legiance ;  wherein,  I  ta^  God  to  wit2ifl8B,  I  never 
offended  his  majeaty  in  word  or  deed ;  and  theceiB 
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I  date  stand  hee  to  &oe  with  any,  having  a  difisr- 
eaace  withaat  partdality." 

The  Cardinal  now  bowed  to  .the  conuninion, 
'  when  the  earl  walked  up  to  Carendish,  and  or- 
dered him  to  quit  the  apartment ;  but  the  faithfid 
gentlenian-usher,  being  unwilUng  to  leave  his  litfd 
aliAi^  and  in  the  bands  of  his  enemies,  held  his 
atation,.and  did  not  move.  The  earl  then  repmted 
to  him  the  order  to  depart,  adding  that  thae  wob 
no  remedy,  he  must  obey.  Cav^dish,  faowerer, 
still  1ing»ed,  and  looked  towards  the  Cardinal,  as 
if  asking  him  whether  he  should  obey  the  pidsr 
or  not ;  but  receiving  no  encouragement  from  his 
master's ,  looks,  he  retired  to  auotbe;  apartment, 
where  many  of  the  gentlemen  and  honsehold  were 
assembled  to  hear  news,  and  to  whom  he  repeated 
what  had  passed,  evidently  to  their  great  sorrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
called  into  the  chamber,  wfaexe  the  Cardinal  was, 
aereral  of  his  own  servants,  and  of  his  gentl^nen, 
to  five  of  whom  he  gave  the  Cardinal  in  eustudy, 
he  and  Welch  first  taking  posseseion  of  their  pri-' 
scmer's  keys.  This  being  done,  the  commissioners 
walked  through  the  castle,  and  saw  all  things  pot 
in  order,  iT4^^"'i^"g  to  depart  for  London  on  the 
msuiug  day,  to  niake  a  report  of  what  tluy  bad 
-done. 

As  tcfc  Dr.  Ansten,  they  determined  to  send 
faim  iq>  to  town  with  all  poBsiUe  speed ;  aadt  ac- 
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«(viltB^y,  directhig  him  to  be  boand  to  his  hone 
like  a  traitor,  they  gave  him  in  charge  to  a  sot 
fidoit  gnard;  with  orders  to  lose  no  time  on  their 
janroey.  Time  had  passed  on  rapidljr,  and  it  was 
near  night  before  Austen  was  sent  off,  after  whid 
the  cranmissionen  gave  pamisuon  for  two  of  the 
Cardinal's  gnxnns  to  attend  l»i»w  in  his  AsdAb, 
whcR  be  Uy  all  night ;  bat  a  nmnbo-  trf^  Ncotii- 
nmberiand's  men  watched  in  the  duunber  abo: 
the  castle  badgoards  likewise  placed  in  all  dine- 
tM08  i^iere  an  escape  mi^it  be  made,  and  the 
gates  were  so  strictly  iapt,  that  not  an  indiTidiBl 
could  pass  them  before  the  next  monung. 

Elarly  on  the  following  day,  NcwUiumberiaDd 
sent  ftw  Cavendish,  mul  cnnmanded  him  tio  allniit 
upon  the  Cardinal ;  bat  jmt  as  he  was  leaviag 
the  earPs  presoiee,  he  met  the  other  commw- 
aiono',  who  called  him  on  one  side,  and  ttdd  him 
that  tbe  king  bore  towards  him  (Cavendiab)  moat 
qiedal  forour,  for  the  love  and  diligent  serrice 
that  he  had  invariaUy  ^own  towards  hia  had; 
and  he  then  infonned  him  that  it  was  lus  ma- 
jest's  pleamre  that  he  should  be  placed  as  the 
xhief  of  those  who  were  to  attend  upon  tbe  Car- 
dinal ;  as  office  whidi  was  bestowed  xspoa  him,  tm 
account  of  the  great  nrnifidHice  and  trust  wtaik 
the  king  rqiosed  on  his  fiddity.  Wddi  thai  pre- 
sented him  with  a  copy  of  the  artides,  by  whidi 
he  was  to  be  bound,  whidi  CsrendiBh  read,  aad 
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now  replied,  that  he  w&s  coDtent  to  obey  his  ma- 
jesty's pleasure,  and  was  ready  to  take  the  oatb 
necessary  for  the  office. 

The  oath  was  next  administered  by  Wdch; 
after  which  Cavendish  repaired  to  the  Cardinal's 
diamber,  whom  he  describes  as  "  sitting  in  a  chflure, 
his  table  being  spread,  ready  for  him  to  go  to  din- 
ner ;"  but,  as  soon  as  he  perceived  hie  udier,  "  he 
fdl  into  Buehe  a  woiidl  lamentation,  with  suche 
rueful  termes  and  waterie  eyes,  that  it  would  have 
caused  a  flinte  hearte  to  mome  with  him.  And 
as  I  could,  I  with  others  comforted  him ;  but  it 
would  not  be." 

At  last  Wolsey  said — "  Now  I  lament,  that  I 
see  this  gentleman,"  alluding  to  Cavendish,  "  &ow. 
fiutbfol,  how  diligent,  and  painefiill,  he  hath  saved 
me ;  abandoning  his  own  coimtcy,  wife,  and  diii- 
dren,  his  bouse  and  &mily,  bis  rest  and  quietness, 
only  to  serve  me ;  and  now  have  nothing  to  re- 
ward him  for  his  high  merits :  and  also  tiie  sight 
of  bim  causetb  me  to  call  to  my  remembrance  the 
.number  of  faithful  servants  liiat  I  have  here  with 
me,  whom  I  did  intend  to  prefer  and  advance  to 
tbe  best  of  my  power  from  time  to  time,  as  oc- 
casion should  serve.  But  now,  alas !  I  am  pre- 
vented, and  have  nothing  now  to  reward  them. 
All  is  deprived  me ;  and  I  am  left  here  their  mi- 
serable, wretched  master." 

Then  addressing  himself  more  particularly  to 
his  usher,  and  calling  him  by  name,  he  ^added. 
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**  Howbeit,  I  am  a  true  man ;  and  yeu  shall  never 
kavB  Bbame  of  me  for  your  Bervice." 

"  Sir,"  replied  Cavendish,  "  I  do  nothing  mi*, 
trust  yaui  truth ;  and  fin-  the  same  I  will  dcpoee, 
both  before  die  king  and  his  honoorable  coondl ; 
wherefore,  eir,"  (tbsa  kneeling  npon  his  knee), 
**  c(»nfort  }^ourBelf,  and  be  of  good  dwer ;  the  ma- 
Boe  (^  your  ungodly  eaemies  can  ne  Aall  not 
prevail,  I  doubt  not :  but  coming  to  your  answer, 
my'heart  is  sudi,  that  ye  shall  dearly  acquit  yom^ 
8df  aa  to  your  oommeodation  and  tovth,  as  that 
I  tmst  it  shall  be  much  to  your  great  howmr,  and 
restitution  to  your  fonuer  estate." 

"  Yea,"  rejoined  the  Cardinal,  "  if  I  may  oome 
to  the  answer,  I  fcar  no  man  alive ;  for  he  liveth 
not  that  shall  look  on  this  face,"  (pointing  to  his 
.own),  "that  shall  be  able  to  accuse  me  of  anyn»- 
tmth,  and  that  do  my  enemies  know  wdl ;  whidi 
win  be  an  occasion,  that  they  will  not  sufler  me 
to  have  inditi^«nt  ****,  but  seek  some  sinistw 
means  to  despatch  me." 

To  this  Cavendish  answered — "  Sir,  ye  need  net 
therein  to  doubt  the  king,  being  so  modi  your 
good  lord,  as  he  hath  always  showed  himsdf  to  be 
hi  an  your  troubles." — **  With  that,"  as  the  usher 
describes  It,  "  up  came  my  lorde'a  meat,  and  so'we 
loste  our  fbrmer  communication ;  end  I  gave  my 
lorde  water,  and  set  him  downe  to  dyner,  who  did 
eate  verie  little  meate,  but  Tery  manie  thnes  sud- 
denly he  would  burste  out  in  teares,  with  the  most 
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SoiTowfal  vordes,  tihat  have  been  heard  of  any 
wofiil  creature.  And  at  the  Isste  he  fetched  a 
great  eigbe,  and  said  this  text  of  Scriptnre  in  this 
wise— O !  ConBtantia  ?  martyrmn  laadabilifl !  O ! 
Charitas  inextmguibilH !  O !  Patientia  inviuci^tiB ! 
qiUB  licet  inter  preeauras  perseqiieuthun  visa  sit 
(tespicabiliB,  invmietur  in  laudem,  et  gioriaHi,  el 
konorem  in  tempore  trifaalati(mi»~-and  thus  passed 
he  forthe  fan  djnor  bi  ^eate  lamentation  and 
keavines,  who  wua  fedd  more  with  weeping  touree 
than  with  any  delicate  maOm,  tiiat  were  thevebs^ 
fore  him.  I  enppose'tltere  me  not  a  daya  eye 
amonge  aU  tlie  geHtJtenen  thai  wets  thmc  fttteBd- 
ing  upon  him."  ■  ■  ■    - 

The  .oomniisiritHiarB  -who  arrested  the  Oardhml 
seem,  upon  this  occasion^'  to  hare  tnated  hun  Terf 
caTalierly,  ke^ng  him  in  entire  ign<nriiDoe  of  their 
Intentions  with  regard  to  hia  futare.  moliens':  w 
that  although,  m  so«n  as  hi»  taMe  wat  taken 
awajr,  he  had  eVerjr  reosoa  t»  heliere  that  he 
would  have  to  set  oat  (Wi  his  joomey,  until  night 
^  last  came  on,  yet  it  was  not  nstil  then  tliat  he 
was  informed  that  his  departure  miist  be  post- 
poned until  &e  iDMniag,.wheii  "  bf  6o^»  gnon," 
as  the  raessengor  expressed  himself  he  should  e«p. 
tainly  d^iiart  "  Amen !"  reined  the  Gardinalt 
with  opfBteBt  resigaation,  **  when  my  Lorim  ef 
Kerthomberhind  Aall  be  pleased." 

Hie  MS.,  so  often  quoted  h«re,  states,  that  npm 
this  answer  it  was  cfdmfcd  that  he  aboabl  m* 

N  N  2 

D,q,i,.cdb.GooyIc 


548  WOLSBY.  THE  CARDINAL, 

main  during  that  night ;  and  the  next  day  being 
Sunday,  he  rose  at  an  early  hour,  and  prepared 
for  the  journey :  but  first  he  went  to  mass,  and 
that  was  not  over  until  dimira-tiine ;  after  which 
repast,  Lord  Nmrthomberlaud  directed  how  all' 
tbii^  fihoutd  be  arranged.  But  night  had  nearly 
arrived  before  aU  this  waa  settled,  when  he  was 
Inibrmed  who  and  how  many  were  appunted  to 
Wait  upon  him,  amongst  whom  were  four  of  his 
own  s^rants,  in  addition  to  his  graitl^an  usbw. 
These,  of  bis  own  att^idants,  were  a  diaptoin, 
two  grooms,  and  his  barber. 

On  going  down  out  of  the  great  ehamber,  there 
being  no  attendants  in  readiness  in  the'ante-roMi^ 
ttr  on  the  staircase,  the  Caxdinal  asked  where  were 
all  hia  servants?  when  he  was  giten  to  under' 
stand  that  the  c(HnniisBiQnerB  had  locked  them  all- 
up  in  tile  chapel,  under  the  pretence  that  they 
might  not  interrupt  him  in  passing  at  his  de^ 
parture !  But  Wolsey  at  once  revised  to  go  dowir 
until  he  should  see  his  servants.  He  Was  then 
told  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  see  then^— 
^  Why  Bo?"  replied  he,  "  I  will  not  out  of  this 
house,  but  I  will  see  my  servants,  and  take  my 
leave  of  them  before  I  go  any  further."  The  ser- 
vants also  being  informed  ^at  their  master  wte 
'departmg,  whilst  they  were  locked  up  in  the 
ch^>el,  in  order  to  incvent  their  seeing  him,  and 
manifesting  their  respect  towards  him,  began  to 
lament,  and  to  "grudge^  and  to  make  siidt  a  leifth 
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fliU  Doys^"  that  Northmnberlsnd,  and  his  coad- 
jutor Welch,  began  to  fear  Bome  tumultuous  pro- 
ceedings. They  were  therefore  released,  and  suf- 
fered to  present  tiiemselvea  1)efore  the  Cardinal  in 
the  great  chamber,  wbexe  they  knelt  down  before 
him,  all  in  tears,  and  bitterly  lamenttog  his  foil 
and  misfortunes. 

At  first,  Wolsey  appeared  to  suffer  much  during 
tliis  Bceae ;  but  after  some  pause,  he  gave  to  them 
"  comfortable  wordes,  and  woorthye  praises,  for 
their  diligence,  faonestie,  and  trewth^  showed  to 
him  heretofore ;  assuring  &em  that  what  chaunce 
soever  shoulde  happrai  him,  he  waa  a  verie  trewe 
and  faitheflill  man  to  his  soveraigne  lorde:  and 
thus,  with  a  lamentable  manner,  shaked  ererie  of 
them  by  the  hande."  .' 

But  ni^t  now  sqpproached  so  r^)id!y,  that 
longer  delay  was  inezrpedient;  and,  accordingly, 
he  was  farced  to  proceed  to  the  inner  court,  where 
the  horses  wore  ptepaxed  for  himself  and  attend- 
ants ;  there  th^  mounted,  and  proceeding  towards 
the  gate,  ready  to  ride  out,  tlie  porter  had  no  sooner 
opened  the  same,  than  they  saw  on  the  outside  a 
great  number  of  gentlemrai  and  their  servants,  sudh 
as  the  Elarl  of  Northumberland  had  appointed  to 
that  service,  in  order  to  attoid  and  conduct  the 
jnisoner  as  far  as  Pontefract  that  night.  But 
these  were  not  the  sole  attendants  at  the  gate, 
there  being  upwards  of  three  thousand  people  of 
Cawood  and  its  vidnity  there  assembled,  all  of 
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wfaom,  as  soon  m  tb9  ipBte  ^niat>paied  sow  they 
cdhM  see  the  Corduul,  real  the  »r  with  loud  ^ 
calatlons  <rf  "  Gad  «tve  yew  grace !  God  save 
jniuT  -ffmix !  The  fenl  evil  tilce  tiieiB  tikat  have 
tidcm  you  frran  Hs !  Wepc^Ood-Uiat  T«r^esiiee 
may  U^t  upon  theio." 

With  such  vociferations  the  poor  peojde  fsA- 
lowed  the  eavalcade  thron^iout  the  town  of  Ca- 
wood,  where  the  Cardinid  had  already  succeeded 
in  gaioii^  the  love  both  of  rich  and  pow. 

It  may  hece  be  vordi  aotidng,  that  aUiioi^ 
the  'teiu^  oiWoiaefa  conduct  during  his  Yoric- 
shire  journey  evinced  a  strong  desire  oi  gaining 
popularity*  aai  in  a  style  and  manner  very  dif- 
flnrCnt  firom  his  farmer  haughty  and  supBrdlions 
bearing,  yet  throughout  the  wbole  account  of  hk 
proceedings,  as  given  by  Cavevttdi,  we  find  no 
ntentjon  made  of  any  sinister  attempts  cm  the  past 
ef  the  Cardinal  to  eonttavene  the  Idsg^  candnct 
towards  hka;  bid  a  heavy  dmrge  ia  brought 
against  him  by  Hall,  who  says,  liiat  being  in  bis 
diooGM,  gru^^ing  at  his  fan,  and  not  Tsmembering 
the  king's  Idndnees  shown  to  him,  he  wrote  to  the 
court  of  Rfflse,  and  to  ilivers  otiier  prinocB,  iktten 
in  r^RToach  of  the  king-;  and  as  much  as  in  him 
lay,  he  stirred  them  to  revenge  his  canee  against 
his  sovereign  and  his  realm.  Theae  icpresent** 
tions  are  said  to  have  had  such  aa  eSect  at  the 
court  of  Rt^w,  that  some  very  (qiprobrions  words 
were  sptAsesi  tbere  against  Hairy,  and  addrased 
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by  those  in  power  to  Dr.  Edvard  Keene,  then 
the  Idng'g  orator  at  that  court ;  and  he  was  fur- 
ther ajHored,  that  for  the  Cardinal's  sake,  the  king 
should  have  the  wmve  speed  in  the  afiair  of  the 
diroroe. 

All  this,  if  true,  could  not  fail  to  irritate  an  ir- 
ritable monarch ;  especially  when  he  was  told  that 
Wolsey-  was  now  speaking  fair  to  the  people,  to 
win  their  hearts ;  always  dedariog  that  he  was 
unjustly  treated,  and  upon  ialse  grounds. 

That  these  charges  may  have  been  true,  cannot 
weU  be  denied ;  but  public  report  must  have  gone 
-beyond  the  truth,  when  it  was  said,  that  his  pro- 
posed inthnndzation  at  York  was  to  gain  more 
reputation  unongst  the  people,  and  that  he  had 
caused  a,  throne  to  be  erected  in  the  cathedral,  of 
audi  an  height  and  fashion  as  was  never  seen: 
lor  Uie  C8rem<Hiy  itself  was  nothing  more  than  a 
italfitanent  of  ecdesiastical  forms,  and  one  which 
was  strictly  essaitia],  fiOiee  by  proxy  or  in  peraon, 
ior  the  {fft^er  dischai^  of  archiepiscopal  duties. 
HadWfdseyramained  at  court,  his  inthronization 
by  pro^,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  diurch  cf 
Romei,  would  have'been  sufficient  to  legalise  his 
exerdse  of  the  functions  attached  to  his  high  sta- 
tBon ;  but  to  exercise  these  in  person  on  tlie  spot, 
witlwut  the  previous  fulfilment  of  all  personal 
ceremonies,  wovld  have  been  ocHitrary  to  the  rules 
oC  the  diapter.  If  then  any  diaige  can  be  made 
out  against  the  Cardinal  upon  this  score,  it  must 
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be  a  disrge  of  imprndoiioe  ratfaer  than  of  ambi- 
titn ;  ibr  he  mnst  have  known  that  sadi  a  cera- 
monj,  thon^  it  mi^t  hare  ponacd  aB  matter  «f 
coune  under  other  drcunutancea,  would  now  be 
seized  upon  as  a  subject  for  miarepresentatim  by 
his  ennnieB,  whilst  delay  could  have  no  poinUe 


The  cavalcade,  leaving  Cawood,  proceeded  bat 
alowly ;  pertl)r  owing  to  the  cxHiditiaD  <tf  the  roads 
at  that  season  of  the  year,  and  partly  on  account 
of  Wolsey'a  infina  state  of  health ;  and  th^  had 
ridden  some  miles,  when  the  Cardinal  called  Ca- 
vendish to  apiHToach,  asking  him  if  he  had  ac- 
quaintance with  any  of  the  gratlemen  that  rode 
with  them ;  to  which  the  usher  answered  in  tbe 
affirnutive,  at  the  same  time  inquiring  what  might 
be  his  pleasure? 

"  Marie,"  replied  the  Cardinal,  "  I  have  left  a 
thing  behind  me  that  I  would  fein  have;  tbe 
whidi  I  would  most  0adly  send  tor." 

**  If  I  knew,"  replied  the  obsequious  attmdaD^ 
"  what  it  were,  J  should  seod  one  incimtiiient  huk 
again  far  it." 

"Then,"  said  Wolsey,  "let  the  messenger  go  to 
my  hoxd  of  Ncvthumberiand,  and  desire  him  to 
■end  me  the  red  buckram  ba^;,  lying  in  mine 
almcHiry,  in  my  chamber,  sealed  with  my  seaL" 

On  this  Cavendish  immediately  ^iplied  to  & 
Roger  LasceUes,  KnL,  and  steward  to  the  Eari  of 
Nortbumberiand,  desiring  him  to  Ut  some  one  of 
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Ids  servants  return  to  that  noUeman  for  Ae  pur- 
pose required.  This  was  instantly  cmnplied  widi, 
the  knight  despatching  one  of  his  most  trusty  ser- 
vanta  back  in  all  haste  to  Cawood,  "  who  did  so 
honeetlie  his  message,  that  he  brought  the  same 
unto  my  lorde  shortlie  after  he  was  in  his  chamber 
at  the  abbey  of  Pom&et,  where  be  laid  all  nyghte. 
In  whiche  be^e  was  no  other  thing  indosed  but 
three  shirtea  of  heare  (hair?)  which  he  delivered 
imto  his  chappeline  and  ghostlie  father  secretly." 

During  the  ride  to  Fomfret,a  distance  of  twenty- 
two  miles,  Wolsey  seems  to  hare  felt  «Hisiderable 
uneasiness  as  to  the  ulterior  measures  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  his  own  destination,  for  he  put 
many  questions  to  Carendiah,  and  was,  in  fact, 
«vea  ignorant  of  wha«  he  was  to  stop  that  night ; 
a  subject  on  which  he  inquired  if  the  ndier  lud 
received  any  information. 

"  Marie,  sir,"  replied  Ids  attendant,  "  but  to 
Pomfret." 

**  Alas  .*"  exclaimed  the  Cardinal,  **  shall  I  go  to 
the  castle,  and  lie  there,  and  die  like  a  beast?" 

**  Sir,"  rejoined  the  other,  "  I  can  tell  you  no 
more  what  they  intend  to  do ;  but,  sir,  I  will  en- 
quire of  a  secret  fiiend  of  mine,  in  this  company, 
who  is  chief  of  their  counciL" 

On  this  he  again  addressed  Sir  Roger  Lascelles, 
desiring  him  most  earnestly  to  give  him  some  in- 
fOTmation  as  to  the  place  of  their  night*s  lodging ; 
to  which  Lascelles  reidied,  that  Wolaey  should 
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Mge  in  the  aiAey  of  pGBi£tet,  and  in  no  aOast 
fb>ee.  With,  this  joy&l  intelligence  Carraidiflh 
b— tened  back  to  hia  laaster,  who  was  hi^^ 
l^eeBed  wkh  it 

It  wu  so  late  whm  th^  arrived  at  Pomfire^ 
that  the  cavalcade  did  not  set  off  until  towards 
the  evening  oi  the  cnmiipg  day:  so  that  it  was 
dark  be&re  thejr  reached  Dmcaater,  whidi  they 
Wecre  obLiged  to  eoiter  hy  tordiJi|^t ;  and,  indeed, 
it.appean  that  Wola^  had  requested  Bome  dd^ 
on  this  point,  in  order  to  avoid  any  assemtdage  t£ 
the  peoide  bjr  day,  to  manifest  thdr  zeal  in  Ui 
cause,  being  now  anxioiu  to  avmd  evey  tiuog 
that  might  t»d  to  incceaoc  the  jealousy  of  hii 
royal  master,  by  repeals  of  hia  ertremepopularily. 

But  his  cauti(m  was  vain ;  fisr  tlie  pei^ple  ex- 
pected and  waited  far  him,  crying  out,  "  God  save 
your  grace !  God  save  your  grace !  my  good  Lord 
Cardinal  r  As  he  pvoceeded  through  die  tows, 
they  ran  before  him  with  candles  and  torches, 
which  induced  him  to  call  Cavendidi  to  ride  fay 
his  aide,  "toahadswehim  frim  thepet^;"  th^ 
still  recognised  him,  however,  and  loudly  laBOiaited 
his  misfortune^  cursing  his  accusers. 

In  this  unexpected,  at  least  nndesiFedpomm  he 
arrived  at.the  monasteiy  of  tlie  Kadc-fidoEB,  wIksc 
he  took  up  his  abode  for  the  ni^^ 

Leaving  D<uicafiter,  they  travelkd  v^fry  sknriy, 
so  that  it  was  not  until  the  third  day  of  their 
j<Himey  that  they  arrived  at  Steffidd-paik,  a  seat 
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of  the'Barl  of  %]?ewfilniry,  and  afterwards  one  of 
the  priwHis  of  the  ill'&ted  Maiy.  The  residoice, 
at  that  period,  was  mtrdy  a  lodge ;  Imt  the  earl 
and  cotuiteea  and  -a  tnin  of  gentlewomen^  witib 
all  the  gentiemen  of  f^e  household  and  servants, 
stood  without  the  gates  to  receive  and  give  Mm 
welcrane. 

On  fats  alighting  the  earl  jsaluted  ^'"i  in  the 
most  lespeetfal  'manner,  with  aU  the  customary 
facBOBiB  KjS  the.  etiquette  of  that  day,  emfaracing 
him,  and  saying, — "  My  Lord,  your  Grace  is  most 
htarlily  Welemne  unto  me ;  and  I  am  g^ad  to  see 
yva  here  in  my  poor  lodge,  where  I  hare  long  de- 
sired  to  see  yon ;  and  ntndi  more  gladder  if  you 
pad  come  after  another  sort" 

"  Ah !  my  gentle  Lord  of  Shrewsbuiy,"  rq>Ued 
the'Cardinal,'*'Iheart31ythankyon;  and  although 
I  hflfre  came  to  lament,'  yet  as  a  &ithfiil  faeart 
may,  J  rejoyoe  Aat  my  chanee  is  to  come  into  the 
CTSfeody  of  ^  noUe  a  paw»t,  whose  ^»proved  ho- 
noor  and  wisdom  hare  been  right  well  .known  to 
aUndble  estates.  And,  sir,  howsoeTcr  my  accnsas 
have  nsed  their  aoDotatioiH  against  me^  this  I 
know,  and  so  befinre  your  Lardsh^  and  all  the 
world'I  do  protest,  that  my  demeanour'  and  ei'- 
teedings  hare  always  been  faotih  just  and  loyal  to- 
wards my  sovereign  and  liege  I<Hil,'of  whose  usage 
in  his  Grace's  affairs,  yonr  Lorddup  hath  had 
nght  good  experience.  And  according  to  my 
truth,  so  I  beseech  God  to  help  me." 
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"  I  doubtnot,"  replied  the  earU  **  c£  your  tmtb; 
therefore,  my  brd,  be  of  good  cheer  and  fear  not; 
fin*  I  am  nothing  sorry  bat  that  I  have  not  where- 
with to  entertain  you  aceording  to  my  good  will, 
and  to  your  honour :  but  such  as  I  have  ye  shall 
be  welocKne  to  it,  for  I  will  not  recdve  you  as  a 
prisoner,  but  as  my  good  lord  and  the  king's  tzue 
and  faitfiful  subject" 

Then  turning  round  towards  the  countess,  his 
lordship  [voceeded  to  say, — "  and,  sir,  here  is  my 
wife  come  to  sahite  you." 

To  this  the  Cardinal  instantly  replied  by  an  act 
of  gallantry,  and  also  a  display  of  condesccDaon 
that  seemed  highly  agreeable  to  all  parties ;  for 
having  kissed  the  countess,  cap  in  hand,  and  bare- 
headed, he  next  saluted,  in  the  same  manna-,  all 
her  gentlewmnen ;  taking  afterwards  all  the  earl's 
servants  by  the  hand,  both  gentlemen  and  yeomcaL 

This  ceremony  gone  through  with  all  due 
fonn,  the  earl  and  Cardinal  walked  into  the  loi^ 
arm  in  arm,  when  Lord  Shrewslniry  omdncted 
his  guest  into  a  superb  gallery,  at  the  fiirthcr  eui 
of  which  was  "  a  goodlie  tower  with  lodginges," 
where  the  Cardinal  was  informed  he  should  hare 
his  abode ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  gallery  thoe 
was  also  "  a  travas  o£  sarcenet  drawn,"  so  that 
one  end  of  it  was  reserved  for  "Wt^Mey,  and  the 
other  for  his  noble  host. 

Considered  now  in  the  8a&  keeping  of  the  Eaii 
of  Shrewsbury,  the  gentleoKn  and  others  who  had 
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hitherto  attended  upon  him  vere  irithdrawn,  the 
C&rdinal  mddng  himsdf  as  comfortable  as  he 
couM  for  eighteen  Aayi.  To  render  him  bo  bs 
much  as  possible,  the  earl  appointed  "  diverse 
Torthye  gentlemen"  to  attend  upon  him  eontinu- 
aHy,  partly  for  hospitality,  but  partly  also  for  sdfe 
custody,  directing  that  hi?  guest  should  be  supplied 
with  all  he  wished  for,  and  ordering  that  the  Car- 
dinal, if  he  desired  it,  should  be  served  in  his  own- 
chamber  both  at  dinner  and  supper,  "  as  honour-i 
ably,  and  with  as  manie  daintie  dishes  as  he  had 
in  his  owne  bowse,  Comonlie  being  at  libertie." 

Once  every  day  also,  the  earl  r^>aiTed  to  him 
to  ccmverBe,  and  doubtless  to  ascertain  his  security, 
"  sitting  upon  a  bouthe,"  (perhaps  like  a  modem, 
sofa)  "  in  a  greate  windowe  in  the  gallerie." 

On  these  occasions  Lord  Shrewsbury  exerted 
himself  with  great  friendship  to  cheer  up  the 
spirits  of  his  prisoner,  yet  Wolsey  still  feared  the 
worst.  Cavendish  says  that  in  these  interviews 
he  would  "  lament  so  piteouslie  that  it  wolde 
make  my  Lorde  of  Shrewsbury  to  be  verie  heavie 
for  his  griefe." 

One  afternoon,  when  Wolsey  appeared  more 
cast  down  than  ordinarily,  "  Sir,"  said  the  earl, 
**  I  have,  and  do  daily  receive  letters  from  the 
king,  commanding  me  to  entertain  you  as  one 
that  he  highly  favoureth  and  lovetfa ;  whereby  X 
do  perceive  you  do  lament  more  than  ye  have 
cause  to  do:  and  though  ye  be  accused  (as  J 
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tmste)  WTODgfiiU^,  jet  the  Idng  can  do  no  less 
than  put  you  to  your  trial*  the  whidi  m  more  for 
Ike  Mtisfyjng  ai  some  pammM,  than  for  any  mis- 
tmat  that  he  haHi  of  yoiir  traittroaa  doinga." 

"  Alas !  my  lord,"  repUed  the  fidln  favpatitev 
"  18  it  not  a  piteoas  case  that  any  man  dMmld  so 
WTiHigfliUy  acenaa  me  to  tJie  king,  and  boC  to 
erane  to  my  aiwwer  hefm  his  Gface  ?  For  I  aa 
weH  assured,  my  lord,  that  there  is  no  man  afiw 
that  looketh  in  tiiiis  fact  ai  mine  who  is  aU»  to 
aocDse  me.  It  grieveth  me  very  mudk  Aat  ths 
king  should  have  any  such  o^oioa  of  me,  to  think 
that  I  would  be  felse,  or  ocHi^irB  any  evil  to  hit 
person,  who  may  wdl  oonsidCT  that  I  ban*  mo  »• 
sured  friend  iu  all  the  worid,  bat  only  his  Grace; 
80  that  if  I  should  go  about  to  betr»y  my  soTevei^ 
kird,  and  pryure  in  whom  is  afi  my  tnist  and 
confidence,  before  all  other,  all  men  nif^t  jnriS^ 
think  and  say,  that  I  laired  both  grace,  wit,  wtA 
discretion.  'Sscy !  na^,  my  lorde,  I  would  rather 
adrenture  to  shed  my  heart's  blood  in  his  defene^ 
as  I  am  Iwund,  both  for  my  aflegiance,  and  Isv 
my  safeguard ;  for  he  is  my  staff  that  soj^Mrted 
me,  and  the  wall  that  deftnded  me-  against  all 
those  my  com^)t  enemies,  and  atl  other,  who 
knows  me  and  ray  true  diligent  jmxxedings  modi 
better  than  any  of  them.  Therefor^  to  emcted^ 
k  is  not  to  be  thought  that  tfrtx  I  would  maSd- 
ously  or  traiterously  IraTail  or  wiiedi  any  bort  «r 
damage  to  hSe  royal  penon  or  iapteial  ^gnst^f ; 
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but,  M  I  said  heiare,  defiaid  it,  witb  tke  sheddis^ 
of  my  heart's  blood.:  and,  if  it  were  but  only  for 
mine  own  defienoe  to  jveflerre  mj  estate  and  simple 
"Me,  the  which  mine  enemies  do  think  I  do  s» 
mudi  esteem,  having  nime  other  refuge  to  flie  toy 
tar  protecti<Hi  and  defence,  but  only  under  thci 
flbadow  of  his  wing.  Alaat  my  lord,  I  wa»  kk 
good  estate  now  asd  fived  qtdotly,  being  xsg^fc 
wdl  contented  with  the  same;  bnt  mine  eatoiks, 
iriio  never  sleep,  but  oontinHally  study  both  akep^ 
ing  and  waking  to  rid  me  out  of  their  way,  per^ 
ceiving  tlte  coatentatum  of  my  mim^  doubted; 
that,  if  I  Hved,  tl^ir  malicioiis  and  mifel'  doolfng 
would  grow  at  length  to  their  dtame,  refaufae^  and 
(qiea  slander;  and  therefore  wouU  preveut  tint 
same  with  shedding  of  my  feiood.  But  from  Ood 
diat  knoweth  the  secrets  of  thdr  hearts,  and  all 
others,  it  cannot  be  hid,  ne  yet  unrewarded,  when 
in  shall  see  opportunity.  And,  my  good  lord,  if 
you  would  show  yourself  so  much  my  good  frejnd 
as  to  require  the  king's  mi^esty  that  my  accosers 
m^  come  before  my  face  in  his  presence  and 
there  that  I  may  make  answer,  I  doubt  not  but 
ye  should  see  me  acquit  myself  of  all  their  ma- 
licious accusations,  raid  utterly  confinmd  them; 
for  they  shall  never  be  aUe  to  prove  by  any  due 
probation  that  ever  I  offended  the  king  in  thought, 
word,  or  deed.  Therefore  I  desire  you,  and  most 
heartily  require  yonr  good  lordahqi  to  be  amean 
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fin*  m^  that  I  may  aaawer  unto  my  aocosations 
befiare  the  king's  majeBty. 

"  The  case  is  his ;  and  if  their  aocusationB  were 
trn^  then  should  it  toudh  him  more  eamestly : 
wherefore  it  were  convenient  that  he  should  hear 
it  his  own  self.  But  I  fear  me  they  intend  to 
despatch  me  rather  than  I  should  come  before  his 
presence ;  for  they  be  well  assured,  and  very  cer- 
tain that  my  truth  should  vanquish  all  their  ac- 
cusations and  untrue  sumaises,  which  is  the  espe- 
eiai  cause  that  maketh  me  so  earnestly  desire  to 
make  my  answer  before  the  king's  majesty. 

**  The  loss  <^  goods,  the  slander  of  my  namcr 
ne  yet  all  my  trouble  grieveth  me  nothing,  so 
much  as  the  loss  of  the  king's  fovoiu:,  and  that  he 
Aould  have  in  me  such  an  opinion,  without  de- 
sert, of  untruth,  that  have  with  such  travail  and 
paine  served  the  king  so  justly,  so  painfully,  and 
with  so  good  an  heart  to  his  profit  and  honour  at 
all  times. 

"  And  against  the  truth  of  my  doings  thor  ac- 
cusations, proved  by  me  unjust,  should  do  me 
more  pleasure  and  good  than  the  obtaining  of 
much  Measure,  as  I  doubt  not  to  do,  if  the  case 
might  be  indifferently  heard.  Now,  my  good  lord, 
weigh  my  reasonable  request,  and  let  diarity  and 
truth  move  your  heart  mth  pity  to  help  me  in  all 
this  my  trouble,  wherein  ye  shall  take  no  manner 
of  rebuke  or  slander,  by  the  grace  of  Ood !" 
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To  this  nrgest  remonstrance,  eridently  prepared 
with  great  pains  and  skill  beforehand,  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  gave  a  very  patient  hearing;  and, 
m  reply,  said— 

"  I  will  write  to  the  king  in  your  behalf,  de- 
claring to  him,  hy  my  letters,  how  ye  lament  his 
indignation  and  displeaanre ;  and  also  what  re- 
quest ye  make  for  the  trial  of  your  truth  towards 
his  highness." 

A  fortnight  passed  after  this  conference,  during 
which  period  Lord  Shrewsbury  used  every  means 
in  his  power  to  make  his  prisoner  forget  that  he 
was  in  confinement.  He  repeatedly  requested  the 
Cardinal  to  kill  a  hart  or  a  doe  in  the  park ;  but 
tibe  latter  always  refused  to  partake  of  any  plea^ 
sures  or  amusements,  spending  the  greatest  part 
of  his  time  at  prayer,  or  other  acts  of  devotion. 

It  was  during  this  residence  at  Sheffield  park, 
that  Wolsey  first  evinced  symptoms  of  the  disease 
which,  apparently,  carried  him  off;  and  as  Caven- 
dish, or  rather  those  who  have  interpolated  his 
"MSS.  at  a  subsequent  period  of  his  illness,  throws 
out  an  obscure  hint  about  poison,  it  may  be  per- 
tinent to  the  subject  to  relate  the  circumstance 
nearly  in  the  writer's  own  words,  but  dropping 
that  indelicacy  of  statement,  whidi,  however,  was 
at  that  day  almost  as  customary  in  speaking  as  in 
writing. 

He  says,  that  it  came  to  pass  at  a  certain  time 
as  the  Cttrdinal  sat  at  dinner  in  his  own  chamber,' 
o  o 
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having  at  hia  bcNird's  end  the  same  day,  n  he 
customably  had  every  day,  a  masB  of  gesatlem^i 
and  chaplains  to  keep  him  company,  tcnmrds  the 
end  of  his  dinner,  when  he  was  come  to  eating  cf 
his  fruit,  the  usher  perceived  hk  colour  often  to 
change,  wherefore  be  judged  him  to  be  nnirelL 
Cavendish  states  that  he  then  leaned  ova  tfae 
taUe,  and  speaking  softly  to  him,  said,  "  Sir,  me 
seems  your  Grace  is  not  well  at  ease ;"  to  which 
the  Cardinal  answered  with  a  knid  voice — "  Fw- 
sooth,  no  more  I  am,  for  I  am  taken  aoddeidy 
with  a  thing  about  my  stomach,  that  lieth  thoc 
along  as  cold  as  a  whetstone,  which  is  no  more 
but  wind.  Therefore  I  prtxy  you  take  op  tfae 
table  and  make  a  short  dinner,  and  that  done, 
resort  hither  again." 

The  meat  was  now  carried  oat  of  the  diamber 
into  the  gallery,  where,  such  was  the  fashioB  of 
the  time,  all  those  who  waited  at  the  table,  whe- 
ther gentle  or  menial  appears  here  to  have  made  no 
difference,  sat  down  to  their  ineal  cm  tfae  cold  and 
In^en  victuals ;  but  Cavendish,  who  really  seam 
to  have  been  anxious  for  his  master,  soon  rose  up, 
and  as  he  describes  it,  forsook  his  dinner  and  went 
into  the  inner  chamber,  whov  he  found  the  Car- 
'  dinal  still  sitting  very  ill  at  ease,  notwithstanding 
which,  he  was  in  general  conversation  with  those 
who  had  formed  his  dinner  party.  These  gaitlfr- 
men  wen  at  first  about  to  retire:  but  Walsey 
requested  them  to  stop ;  and,  as  soon  as  his  usher 
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taateteA  the  dttamber,  desired  the  latter  to  go  to 
the  "  potecarie,"  and  inquire  of  him  if  he  had  any 
thing  that  would  afford  relief  io  the  present  case, 
apparently  wishing  for  a  carminative  dose.  Ca- 
rendiah  then  retired ;  bat,  instead  of  applying  first 
to  the  apothecary,  he  went  to  Lord  Shre^rabury, 
and  informed  him  of  the  Cardinal's  illness  and  of 
its  .nature ;  when  the  earl  instantly  ordered  the 
apothecary  to  be  sent  for,  evidently  the  apothecary 
of  his  own  household. 

When  the  medical  attendant  made  his  appear- 
ance, the  earl  inquired  if  he  had  any  thing  that  . 
would  act  as  a  carminative ;  and  the  apothecary 
replied,  "  that  he  had  such  geare." — "  Then," 
quoth  the  earl,  "  fetch  me  some."  "  Then  departed 
the  potecarie,  and  brought  with  him  a  white  con- 
fection in  a  &ire  paper,  and.  shewed  it  unto  my 
lorde,  who  commanded  me  to  give  him  the  sale 
(assay,  or  tasting)  tho-eof  before  him,  and  so  I 
did ;  and  I  tooke  the  same  and  broughte  it  to  my 
lord,  where  /  also  tooke  the  sale  myself,  and  then 
delivered  it  to  my  lorde,  who  received  it  up  all  at 
once  into  his  mouth." 

This  extreme  caution  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Shrewsbury,  in  making  the  apothecary  taste  the 
medicine,  before  it  should  be  administered  to  the 
patient,  evinces  either  a  strong  desire  on  his  part 
to  guard  against  suspicion  of  un&ir  dealing,  j^it 
else  a  suspicion  that  &e  Cardinal's  enemies  might 
be  at  wcH-k  even  in  his  own  household.  Cavenduh 
o  o  2 
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having  also  tasted  it  before  the  Cardinal,  evinces 
clearly  that  the  medicine  oould  not  have  been 
deleterious.  Indeed  it  seems  to  have  been  very 
efficacious,  by  his  account;  for  Wolsey,  immediately 
after  taking  it,  found  relief  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  was  able  to  go  to  afternoon  prayers,  according 
to  his  custom  every  day  after  dinner,  though  he 
was  seized  with  a  Inlious  attack  in  the  evening. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Ix>rd  Shrews- 
bury sent  for  Cavendish,  to  whmn  he  said  that 
knowing  him  to  be  quite  in  the  Cardinal's  con- 
fidence, and  to  be  worthy  of  trust,  he  had  to  in- 
form him  that  Wolsey,  since  his  arrival  at  Shef- 
field Park,  had  often  requested  him  to  write  to 
the  king,  to  beg  that  he  might  be  permitted  per- 
sonally to  answer  all  accusations  against  him,  in 
tiie  face  of  his  enemies.  "  Now,  this  day,"  con- 
tinued his  lordship,  "  I  hare  received  letters  frc«B 
his  majesty,  by  Sir  William  Kingston,  whereby  I 
perceive  that  the  king  hath  him  in  good  opinion ; 
and,  at  my  request,  hath  sent  for  him  by  the  said 
Sir  William."  The  earl  then,  with  great  consi- 
deration for  the  fallen  favourite,  added — "  There- 
fore now  I  should  have  you  play  your  part  wisely 
with  him  in  such  sort  as  he  may  take  it  quietly, 
and  in  good  part ;  for  he  is  always  full  of  sorrow 
and  niuch  heaviness  at  my  being  with  him,  that 
I  fear  he  would  take  it  ill,  if  I  bring  him  tidings 
thereof:  and  therein  doth  he  not  well,  for  I  assure 
you  that  the  king  is  his  very  good  lord,  and  hath 
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given  me  most  hearty  tlianks  for  his  entertain- 
meat :  therefore  prithee  go  your  way  to  him,  end 
perswade  him  I  may  find  him  in  quiet  at  my 
coming,  for  I  will  not  tarry  long  after  you." 

'  To  this  considerate  address.  Cavendish  replied  ' 
that  he  would  fulfil  his  lordshipfs  wishes  to  the 
best  of  his  power ;  but  he  doubted  that  when  he 
came  to  name  this  Sir  William  Kingston,  the 
Cardinal  would  fear  some  evil,  as  Kingston  was 
not  only  Constable  of  the  Tower,  but  also  Captain 
of  the  guard,  of  whom  he  had  four  and  twenty 
actually  along  with  him ;  to  which  Lord  Shrews- 
bury hastily  rejoined — "  That  is  nothing !  what 
if  he  be  Constable  of  the  Tower,  and  Captain  of 
the  guard  ?  He  is  the  fittest  man  for  his  wisdom 
and  discretion  to  be  sent  about  such  a  business ; 
and,  for  the  guard,  it  is  only  to  defend  him  firom 
those  that  might  intend  him  any  ill.  Besides  that, 
the  guard 'are,  for  the  most  part,  such  of  his  old 
servants  as  the  king  hath  took  into  his  service  to 
attend  him  most  Justly  *." 

To  tills.  Cavendish  merely  answered  that  be 

*  It  is  said  that  Wolsey,  who  believed  in  astrology,  agree- 
tbh  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  was  once  toid  by  fortune- 
tellers, that  he  shoDld  have  bia  end  at  KtngstoD.  This  his 
credality  interpreted  to  meftn  the  town  of  Kin^toD-upon- 
Tharaes,  which  made  bim  always  avoid  riding  tlirough  that 
place,  either  on  his  Hamptoa-Court  joorneya,  or  any  othy 
specific  occasion :  but,  as  the  story  goes,  he  saw  his  errur 
when  he  found  himBelf  a  8tate-|Hisoner,  in  castody  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Kingston ! 
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would  do  what  he  could,  and  then  went  to  join 
the  Cardinal,  whom  he  met  in  the  gallery  with 
his  staff  and  beads  in  his  hands,  aa  if  at  prayer; 
but  Wolsey  no  sooner  saw  him,  than,  as  if  sus- 
pecting eTil,  he  suddenly  inquired,  "What  news?" 
to  which  the  usher  replied,  "  Forsooth  the  best 
that  ever  you  heard,  if  you  can  take  tt  weU  V  "I 
pray  God,  it  be  true  then,"  said  Wolsey ;  when  the 
other  informed  him  that  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
whom  he  believed  to  have  the  most  friendly  itt- 
teutions,  had  so  provided,  hy  his  tetters  to  the 
king,  that  his  majesty  bad  sent  for  him  1^  Sir 
William  Kingston,  with  twenty-four  of  the  guard 
to  conduct  him  to  his  highness.  At  ihe  name 
of  Kingston  the  Cardinal  seemed  thunderstrud^ 
without  power  to  say  more  than  repeat  his  name 
with  a  deep  sigh,  striking  his  thigh  at  the  same 
time,  as  if  with  an  expression  of  the  certainty  of 
downfall,  perhaps  of  the  loss  of  life. 

That  Henry's  determination  was,  however,  even 
then  80  desperate,  is  not  certain ;  at  least  Caven- 
dish, whether  speaking  merely  from  his  own 
wishes,  or  fiilly  believing  Lord  Shrewsbury's  fa- 
vourable interpretation  of  the  affair,  seems  anxious 
to  impress  upon  his  master's  mind  that  any  cause 
of  alarm  was  unfoimded.  His  own  answer,  as  he 
states  it  himself,  was — "  May  it  please  your  grace, 
r  would  you  would  take  all  things  well ;  it  would 
be  much  better  for  you.  Content  yourself  fcv 
God's  sake,  and  think  that  Crod  and  your  good 
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frieDds  have  wrought  for  you.  accorduig  to  your 
own  desires ;  and,  as  I  conceive,  you  have  much 
more  cause  to  rejoice  than  to  lament  or  miBtrust 
the  matter ;  for  I  assure  you  that  your  friends  are 
more  a6^d  of  you  than  you  need  be  of  than. 
His  majesty^  to  show  his  lore  to  you,  hath  sent 
Master  Kingston  to  honour  you,  with  as  much 
honour  as  is  your  grace's  due,  and  to  convey  you 
in  such  easy  Journeys  as  is  fitting  for  you,  and 
you  shall  conunand  him  to  do ;  and  that  you  shall 
have  your  request.  Therefore  I  humbly  entreat 
you  to  imprint  this  my  persuasion  in  your  high- 
ness' discretion  and  to  be  of  good  cheer ;  where- 
with you  shall  comfort  yourself,  and  give  your 
friends  and  poor  servants  great  comfort  and  . 
content." 

To  all  this  flattering  statement  of  the  honest 
usher,  Wolsey  appears  to  have  paid  but  little  at- 
tention, for  his  answer  was  very  brief — "  Well !  I 
perceive  more  than  you  can  imagine,  or  do  know." 
Soon  after  wbidi  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  came  in 
to  repeat  and  to  confirm  what  Cavendish  had  so 
fully  stated :  and  the  Cardinal  appeared  silently 
to  acquiesce  in  their  opinions,  thanking  the  earl 
for  his  great  love,  and  desiring  that  Kingston 
might  be  ifttroduced.  Sir  William  entered  the 
apartment  presently,  knelt  to  the  Cardinal,  and 
saluted  him  in  the  royal  behalf;  when  Wolsey, 
bare-headed  to  the  king's  representative,  ofiered 
to  raise  him ;  but  the  knight  still  preserving  hi« 
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posture  c^  obeisance,  the  Innken-liearted  &vonrite, 
with  a  bitterness  of  anguish  which  he  could  not 
repress,  said  to  him,  "  Master  KingstMi !  I  pray 
70U  stand  up,  and  leave  off  your  kneeling  to 
me,  for  I  am  a  wretdi  replete  with  misoy,  not 
esteeming  tnyself  but  as  a  meer  object  utterly  cast 
away ;  but  without  desert,  God  he  knows :  there- 
fore, good  Master  Kingston,  stand  up !" 

Sir  William  rising  up,  replied — "The  Icing's 
maj^ty  hath  him  omunended  unto  you."  "I 
thank  his  highness,"  said  Wolsey  \  "  I  hope  be  is 
in  good  health."  "  Yea,"  was  the  answer,  "  and 
he  hath  him  commended  unto  you ;  and  com- 
manded me  to  bid  you  be  of  good  cheer,  for  he 
beareth  you  as  much  good  will  as  ever  he  did ; 
and  whereas  report  hath  been  made  unto  him 
that  you  should  commit  against  his  majes^  cer- 
tain heinous  crimes  which  he  thinlKth  not  to  be, 
but  yet  he  for  ministration  of  justice,  in  such  cases 
requite,  could  do  no  less  than  send  for  yaa  that 
you  might  have  your  trial,  mistrusting  nothing 
your  truth  and  wisdom,  but  that  you  shall  be 
able  to  acquit  yourself  of  all  complaints  and  ac- 
cusations extended  against  you:  and  you  may 
take  your  journey  to  him  at  your  pleasure,  com- 
manding me  to  attend  you." 

This  speedi  was  so  fiilly  in  unison  with  the 
previous  reports  to  the  Cardinal,  that  his  spirits 
appeared  to  revive  a  little,  and  he  replied  to  his 
new  visitor — "  Master  Kingston,  I  thank  you  Cor 
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your  good  news ;  and,  sir,  hereof  assure  yoors^, 
if  I  were  as  lusty  and  able  as  ever  I  was  to  ride, 
I  would  go  with  you,  post :  but  alas !  I  am  a  dis- 
eased man,  having  a  fluz  (at  which  time  it  was 
apparent  that  he  had  poisoned  himselfj,  as  hath 
made  me  very  weak ;  but  the  comfortable  news 
you  bring  is  of  purpose,  I  doubt,  to  bring  me 
into  a  fool's  paradise,  for  I  know  what  is  provided 
for  me !  Notwithstanding,  I  thank  you  for  your 
good  will,  and  pains  taking  about  me :  and  I 
shall  with  speed  make  ready  to  ride  with  you." 

He  then  gave  orders  to  Cavendish  to  have  all 
things  in  readiness  for  departure  on  the  morrow ; 
but  it  is  strange  to  say  that  the  suspicion  thrown 
out  by  the  usher,  in  r^;ard  to  poison,  does  not 
seem  to  hare  been  taken  up  in  any  way  as  to  the 
administration  of  antidotes,  nor  does  the  supposi- 
tion appear  to  rest  upon  any  rational  foundation ; 
especially  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  man  de- 
termined on  self-destruction  would  have  had  re- 
course to  a  slow  poison,  thus  ensuring  to  himself 
a  lingering  death  with  days  and  nights  of  torture, 
both  bodily  and  inental.  Indeed  from  Cavendish's 
own  report  of  his  illness  that  night  after  retiring 
to  bed,  we  may  rather  suspect  that  his  complaint 
was  similar  to  the  modem  cholera  morbus,  which 
the  physicians  seemed  to  know  very  little  about, 
making  great  use  of  the  word  "adustine,"  and 
giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  he  had  but  four  or 
five  days  to  Kve. 
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It  must  be  cm&ssed*  howeTer,  that  the  oliBti- 
liate  careleasnesB  of  the  Cardinal  in  regard  to  his 
health,  and  his  difin^ard  to  the  opinions  of  the 
phyaidaus,  may  justify  the  BUpp(HJti<Hi«  that  in  a 
kind  of  despair,  he  now  placed  no  value  upon  life ; 
for  he  would  have  set  off  with  Sir  William  the 
next  morning,  notwithstanding  his  nocturnal  suf- 
ferings, had  not  Lord  Shrewsbury  strongly  ntgad 
him  to  the  contrary. 

But  on  the  day  following  he  refused  to  wait 
any  longer,  setting  off  with  Sir  William  and  the 
guard';  most  of  whom,  having  berai  his  own  old 
servants,  could  not  refrain  from  weeping  at  seeing 
their  old  master  thus  fallen  from  his  high  estate. 
Wolsey  appean  to  have  been  sensible  of  their 
kindness,  for  be  took  them  severally  by  the  hand, 
ridjqg  sometimes  with  one,  sometimes  with  an- 
other, in  the  course  of  the  day's  journey,  which 
ended  at  Hardwick  Hall,  another  seat  of  the  Evl 
of  Shrewsbury,  afterwards  famous  in  the  histray 
<tf  the  unbaj^  Mary ;  but  previous  to  h^  con- 
finement at  Hardwidc  Hall  in  Derbyshire :  for 
this,  though  not  many  miles  distant  frrafi  the 
other,  was  in  Nottinghamshire,  between  Mans- 
field and  Annesley  Woodhouse,  but  now  in  decay, 
and  little  known. 

The  second  day's  journey  brought  thanto  Not* 
tingham ;  and  on  the  third  they  proceeded  fw  the 
abbey  at  Lelcest^ :  but  on  ihat  day  Wolsey  was 
so  ill,  that  be  bad  nearly  fallen  from  his  horse,  and 
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it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  at  a  late  honr  they 
were  able  to  readi  the  abbey*.  Informatioii  of 
his  approach  bad  preceded  him,  so  that  on  bu 
arrival  the  abbot,  attended  1^  all  his  monks,  was 
ready  to  receive  him  at  the  gate,  amidst  a  Maze  of 
lighted  tordies ;  each  endeavouring  to  aalute  him 
with  the  most  solemn  marks  of  reverence,  and  to 
hail  his  coming  with  the  utmost  demonstrations 
of  honour  and  respect. 

On  reaching  the  gate,  the  &llen  Cardinal  ex- 
clumed,  "  Father  Abbot !  I  am  come  to  lay  my 
bones  amongst  you ;"  an  expression  that  certainly 
implied  a  consciousness  of  approaching  death* 
though  it  by  no  means  justifies  the  charge  of  in- 
tended self-destniction.   Feeling  himself  too  ill  to 

*  Thie  abbey  wu  so  nch,  and  on  aoph  an  extenBive  acale, 
that  the  arrival  of  Wotsey,  with  his  small  party,  was  a  mstter 
of  little  import,  in  r^;«rd  to  reception.  Throsby,  in  his  Hi- 
story of  Ldcester,  says  that  it  supported  almost  the  whole 
poor  of  Leicester  and  its  yicinity;  for  which  it  was  well  pre- 
pared,  with  a  revenae  of  £1062  per  annnin.  It  was,  besides, 
on  all  pressing  occasiooB,  subsidiary  to  the  king,  and  ho- 
spitable to  travellers,  who  wetp  both  fed  and  lodged  there  on 
their  journeys.  It  had  repeatedly  been  a  hoose  of  reception 
for  various  Irioga  on  their  northern  journey s  ;  bnt  its  greatest 
boast  on  that  head  was  when  Richard  II.  and  his  qnean,  with 
their  retinue,  amongst  whom  were  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  numerous 
other  great  personages,  were  entertained  and  lodged  theie  in 
the  most  sumptuons  style  of  that  period.  The  abbey  was 
afterwards  granted  to  Cavendish,  from  whom  it  passed  into 
varions  hands,  but  was  burnt  daring  the  dvil  wars. 
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walk  any  distance,  he  rode  on  his  mule  across  the 
court,  tintil  he  came  to  the  door  which  led  to  his 
apartments ;  bnt,  on  his  alighting,  he  was  so  weak 
as  to  require  the  assistance  of  Sir  William  King- 
ston  in  ascending  the  staircase,  who  observed  after- 
wards to  Cavendish,  that  he  had  nev^  felt  so 
heavy  a  burden  in  all  his  life. 

This  was  on  Saturday  evening ;  and  the  Car- 
dinal having  instantly  retired  to  rest,  he  remained 
in  bed  until  the  Monday  ensuing ;  when,  about 
ei^t  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  his  faithful  gen- 
tleman-usher stood  1^  his  bed-eide,  with  the  win- 
dows of  the  apartment  close  shut,  but  wa:i-ligbta 
burning  upon  the  cup-board,  the  latter  Uiou^ 
he  perceived  him  drawing  towards  death,  as  he 
describes  it.  The  Cardinal  noticing  Cavendish's 
shadow  upon  the  bed-side,  asked  "  Who  is  there  7" 

"  Sir,"  replied  his  attendant,  "  'tis  I." — "  How 
do  you  do  ?"  rejoined  the  dying  man.  "  Well, 
sir,"  said  the  usher,  "  if  I  might  see  your  grace 
well." 

After  a  pause  the  Cardinal  inquired  the  hour, 
and  when  it  was  told  him  he  repeated  several 
times,  "  Eight  o'clock  !  eight  o'clock  !  Nay,  that 
cannot  be,  for  at  eight  of  the  clock  you  shall  see 
your  master's  time  draw  near  that  I  must  depart 
this  world  T 

In  the  apartment,  at  this  period,  was  Dr.  Pal- 
mer, whom  Cavendish  describes  as  "  a  worthy 
gentleman  ;"  and*  he  desired  the  latter  to  ask  the 
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Cardinal  if  he  would  be  shriven,  to  make  him 
ready  for  Grod,  whatever  chanced  to  fall  out.  This 
Cavendish  did ;  but  he  adds,  "  He  was  very  angry 
with  me,  and  asked  me  what  I  had  to  doe  to  aske 
him  such  a  question?  till,  at  the  last.  Master 
Doctor  took  my  part,  and  talked  with  him  in 
Latin,  and  pacified  him." 

The  remainder  of  this  melancholy  scene  is  so 
minutely  told  by  Cavendish,  that  we  shall  relate 
it  nearly  in  his  own  words,  as  the  last  memorial 
of  an  unhqipy  man,  who  had  acted  so  oonspicuouB 
a  pat,  both  in  foreign  and  domestic  politics,  clad 
in  all  papal  power  short  of  the  popedom,  and  the 
ruler  of  England,  as  he  may  be  called,  whilst  he 
was  the  royal  favourite. 

Soon  after  dinner,  on  that  day.  Sir  William 
Kingston  sent  for  Caveodisb,  saying,  "  Sir,  the 
king  hath  sent  unto  me  letters  by  Mr.  Vincent, 
our  old  companion,  who  hath  been  in  trouble  in 
the  Tower,  for  money  that  my  lord  should  have 
at  his  departure ;  a  great  part  of  which  money 
cannot  be  found :  wherefore  the  Icing,  at  Master 
Vincent's  request,  for  Uie  declaration  of  the  truth, 
bath  sent  him  hither  with  his  grace's  letters,  that 
Z  should  examine  my  lord,  and  have  your  counsel 
therein,  that  he  may  take  it  well  and  in  good  part : 
and  this  is  the  cause  of  my  sending  for  you,  there- 
fore I  desire  your  counsel  therein,  for  acquittal  of 
this  poor  gentleman,  Master  Vincent." 

To  this  Cavendish  replied — "  Sir.  according  to 
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my  duty  you  shall ;  and  by  my  advice  joa  AsH. 
resort  unto  him  in  your  own  person  to  visit  him, 
and  in  otHnmunication  break  the  matter  onto  him ; 
and  if  he  will  not  tell  you  the  truth  therein,  then 
may  you  ccxtiiy  the  king  thereof:  but  in  any  case 
name  not,  nor  speak  o^  my  fellow  Vinooit.  Abo, 
I  would  not  have  you  protract  the  time ;  for  he  is 
very  sick,  and  I  fiear  that  he  will  not  live  pest  a 
day  or  two !"  On  this  reply,  which  shows,  indeed, 
how  Wolsey  was  &llen,  even  in  the  respectful  de- 
ference due  by  his  own  servants,  Kingstcm  went 
into  the  sick  man's  chunber,  and  demanded  the 
mon^,  asserting  that  the  Bail  of  Nortihumberiand 
had  found  a  book  at  Cawood-Castle,  proving  that 
the  Cardinal  had  very  recently  borrowed  £1000, 
and  yet  there  was  not  one  pomy  now  to  be  found. 
He  further  informed  the  Cardinal,  that  Northum- 
berland had  seilt  information  to  that  effect  to  the 
king,  in  consequence  of  whidi  his  m^esty  had 
BOW  written  to  him  (Kingston)  to  inquire  what 
was  become  of  this  money,  "  for  it  were  ^tty," 
added  be,  "  that  it  should  bee  holden  firom  you 
both.  Therefore^  I  require  yon,  in  the  king's 
name,  to  tdl  me  the  truth,  that  I  may  make  a  just 
report  thereof  to  his  majesty  of  your  anewa." 

To  this  demand  Wolsey  replied,  "  Oh !  good 
Jjord,  how  much  doth  it  grieve  me  that  the  king 
should  think  any  such  thing  in  me,  that  I  ^onM 
deceive  him  of  one  penny,  seeing  that  I  have  no- 
thing, nor  ever  had,  God  be  my  judge,  that  I  ever 
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esteemed  so  much  mine  ovne  as  hia  majesty's ; 
having  but  the  bare  use  of  it  during  my  life,  and 
after  my  death  to  leave  it  wholly  to  him ;  wherdn 
his  majesty  hath  prevented  me.  But  for  this 
money  that  you  demand  cf  me,  I  assure  you  it  is 
nooe  of  my  own,  for  I  borrowed  it  of  divers  of 
my  friends  to  bury  me,  and  to  bestow  amongst 
ray  servants,  who  have  taken  great  pains  about 
me:  notwithstanding,  if  it  be  your  pleasure  to 
know,  I  myst  be  content ;  yet  I  beseech  his  ma- 
jesty to  see  it  satisfied,  for  the  discharge  of  my 
eoDScience,  to  them  that  I  owed  it  to." — "  Who  be 
they?"  asked  his  majesty's  representative.  "  That 
shall  I  tell  you,"  [OTomptly  replied  the  Cardinal. 
"  I  borrowed  two  hundred  pounds  of  John  Allen, 
of  London ;  the  same  sum  of  Sir  Richard  Qra- 
ham ;  two  hundred  pounds  of  the  master  of  the 
8avoy)  another  two  hundred  of  Dr.  Higden^  dean 
of  my  college ;  two  hundred  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  church ;  and  two  hundred  of  Master  Ellis,  my 
chaplain ;  and  another  two  hundred  pound  of  a 
priest.  I  hope  the  king  will  restore  it  again,  for^ 
asmuch  as  it  is  none  of  mine." 

A  close  game  seems  now  to  have  been  played 
between  the  Cknutable  of  the  Tower  and  the 
dying  Cardfaial ;  for  tbe  foiteer  having  said,  "  Sir, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  the  king,  whom  you  need  not 
'  distmst :"  added,  "  bat,  sir,  I  pray  you,  wh^e  is 
the  aioatjt/  f".^"  1  will  not  conceal  it,  I  warrant 
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you,"  lulled  Wolsey ;  "  but  I  will  declare  it  unto 
you  before  I  die,  by  the  grace  of  God;  Have  a 
little  patience  with  me,  I  pray  you,  for  the  money 
is  safe  enough  in  an  honest  man'e  hands,  who  will 
not  keep  one  penny  thereof  frran  the  long." 

Thus  foiled  for  tiie  time,  Kingston  retired,  as 
the  CardiBal  t^ipeared  very  weak ;  yet,  ill  ae  he 
was,  when  Cavendish,  the  next  morning,  about 
four  o'clock,  asked  him  how  he  did  ?  "  Well,"  re- 
plied Wolsey,  **  if  I  had  any  meat  X  pray  give 
me  some."  The  usher  having  informed  him  that 
there  was  ncoie  ready,  he  rebuked  him  for  not 
having  some  always  in  readiness,  that  he  might 
,  take  it  when  his  stomadi  required  it,  adding,  "  I 
pray  you  get  some  ready  for  me ;  for  I  mean  to 
make  myself  strong  to-day,  to  the  intent  I  may 
go  to  confession,  and  make  me  ready  for  GodT 
To  this  the  usher  replied,  "I  will  call  up  the 
cooks  to  prepare  some  meat ;  and  also  I  will  call 
Master  Palmer,  that  he  may  discourse  with  you 
till  your  meat  be  ready."—"  With  a  good  will," 
was  the  Cardinal's  answer ;  and  Palmer  was  ac- 
cordingly sent  to  him. 

Cavendish  next  went  to  inform  Kingston  that 
hi  master  was  very  sick,  and  not  like  to  live; 
but  Kingston  accused  him  of  making  his  Icnxl  be- 
lieve that  he  was  worse  than  in  reality :  he  went, 
however,  to  Wtdsey's  apartment ;  but  the  latter, 
having  eaten  some  chicken  broth,  was  then  oi- 
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gi^ed  in  oon&ssion,  which  lasted  for  an  hour. 
ConfessioD  *  over,  Kingston  entered  the  dtiEunber, 
bade  good  morrow  to  his  prisoner,  and  inquired 
after  his  health ;  to  which  Wolsey-  relied — "  Sir, 
i  WBtoh  but  Ood's  pleasure  to  render  up  my  poor 
soul  to  him.  I  pray  you  have  me  heartily  com- 
mended unto  his  royal  majesty,  and  beseedi  him 
on  my  behalf  to  call  to  his  princely  remembrance 
all  matters  that  have  been  betw^een  us  £nxa  the 
beginning  and  the  progress ;  and  especially  be- 
tween the  good  Queesi  Katharine  and  him:  and 
then  shall  his  grace's  conscience  know  whether  I 
have  offended  him  or  not.  He  is  a  prince  of  a 
most  royal  carriage,  and  hath  a  princdy  heart ; 
and  rather  than  he  will  miss  or  want  any  part  of 
his  will,  he  wULendanger  the  one  half  of  his  king- 
dom. I  do  assure  you  I  have  often  kneeled  before 
him,  sometimes  three  hours  together,  to  persuade 
him  from  his  will  and  appetite,  but  could  not  pre- 
v^ ;  and.  Master  Kingston,  had  I  but  served  God 
as  diligently  as  I  have  served  the  king,  he  would 

*  It  is  cnriona  to  observe  how  even  in  the  momeDt  ot 
danger,  nnd  the  expectation  of  certain  death,  the  mind  of  the 
Cardinal  waa  impressed  trith  the  triSing  points  of  his  faith  j 
for  no  sooner  hod  he  taken  the  refreshment,  than  he  asked 
what  it  was  made  of,  and  when  informed  by  Cavendish  that  it 
was  made  of  a  chicken — "  Why,"  said  the  dying  man,  "  it  is 
fasting  dsy,  b^ng  St.  Andrew's  even." — "  What  though  it 
be,"  rq>lied  the  less  scrapnlons  doctor,  "  ye  be  excnaed  by 
reason  of  yow  sickness." — "  Yea,"  said  Wolsey,  '*  what 
tbough?  I  will  eat  no  more!" 

P  P 
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not  luiTe  given  me  over  in  my  grey  hain.  But 
tiiM  is  the  just  reward  OuA  I  mmt  reoedve  for  my 
diligent  pum  and  atndyt  not  regarding  my  Berriot 
to  QoA,  but  tMily  to  my  prince*  Therefbra  let  ma 
adTtoe  you,  if  you  be  one  a£  the  fnTy  coundl,  ai 
hy  your  wisdon  yun  are  fit,  take  heed  what  yon 
put  in  tiie  Idng^  h«^.  for  you  can  never  put  it 
outagaui" 

In  thb  last  ofaMrratioB,  Wok^  evidently  bad 
refbreibce  to  his  own  case,  in  nrgiag  the  king  to 
feligioua  doubts  rcfpectisg  his  narri^e  with  Ke- 
diarine,  in  wder  to  Ittteg  aboi^  n  con^uDtal 
match,  which  would  have  strei^tihttMd  his  own 
idteieit  in  r^iord  to  the  yaapsi  suoceHion ;  a  Bie»- 
sure^  however,  in  whitA  he  was  disappointed,  as 
tke  ia.Bg,  on  this  ptea,  founded  his  hopes  of  mar- 
riage with  the  Lady  Anne  Boleyn— hi  matidi  whicii 
Ae  Cardinal  foresaw  would  give  new  StreiDgth  to 
the  rising  {Hinciple  of  refbntaatigii  in  the  diurch. 
That  such  were  hto  r^ecti(As  is,  indeed,  evidrat 
from  what  he  next  said—"  And  I  desire  you  for- 
ther  to  request  his  grace,  in  God's  name,  that  he 
have  a  vigilant  eye  to  suppress  the  hellish  Lu- 
tkeraiis,  that  they  increase  not  through  his  great 
iiegUgence,  in  such  a  sort  as  he  be  compelled  to 
take  1^  arms  to  subdue  them;  as  the  King  of 
Bohemia  was,  whose  Commons  being  infected  with 
Wickliffe  heresies,  the  king  was  enforced  to  take 
that  course.  Let  him  consider  the  story  of  King 
Richard  II.  son  of  his  pr(^;emtor,  who  lived  in 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  579 

Uie  time  of  Wickliffe's  aeditioiiB  and  ha:«sie8 !  Did 
not  the  CoQunwiB,  I  pray  you,  in  his  time  rise 
againflt  the  nobility  and  diief  govemtHS  of  this 
realm,  and  at  the  last  some  of  them  were  put  to 
death,  without  justice  or  mercy ;  and,  und^  pre- 
tence of  harhig  all  things  conmiou,  did  they  not 
filU  to  spoiling  and  robbing,  and  at  last  took  the 
king's  penoD,  and  carried  him  about  the  city, 
making  him  obedient  to  their  proclamati(His  ?" 

With  an  energy  beyond  faia  apparent  strength, 
he  still  went  on,  saying,  "  Did  not  the  traiteroiu 
heretics.  Sir  John  OldcasUe  and  Lord  Cobham, 
I^tch  a  fitiA  with  heretics  against  King  Henry  IV. 
whore  the  king  was  in  person,  and  fought  against 
tbem,  to  whom  Gk>d  gave  the  victory  ?  Alas !  if 
these  be  not  plain  precedents,  and  sufficient  per- 
suasion to  admonish  a  prince,  then  God  will  take' 
away  from  us  our  prudent  rulers,  and  leave  us  to 
the  hands  of  our  enemies ;  and  then  will  ensue 
mischief  upon  mischief,  inconveniences,  barren- 
ness, and  scarcity,  for  want  of  good  orders  in  the 
commonwealth ;  from  which  God  of  his  tender 
mercy  defend  us !" 

He  paused — and  then  with  difficulty  added, 
"  Master  Kingston,  farewell !  I  wish  all  things 
may  have  good  success !  my  time  draws  on ;  I 
may  not  tarry  with  you.  I  pray  you  remember 
my  words !" 

The  iinh^»py  Cardinal  was  right  in  his  con-*    . 
jecture ;  for,  as  Carendisb  eays,^ — "  now .  began 
p  P  2 
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the  time  to  drew  neare ;  for  hee  drew  his  Bfteedl 
at  length,  and  his  tongue  hegan  to  faile  him ;  his 
eyes  perfectly  set  in  his  head,  his  si^t  failed  hiiQ; 
Tlien  wee  b^an  to  put  him  in  mind  of  Christ's 
Passion ;  and  caused  the  yeoman  of  the  guard  to 
stand  by  privately  to  see  hiro  dye,  and  beare  wit- 
nesse  ot  his  words  and  his  departure,  who  heard 
all  his  communications.  And  then  presentUe  the 
clocke  strooke  eight,  at  which  time  he  gave  up 
the  ghost,  and  thus  departed  this  life,  aged  fifty- 
nine  years  and  eight  months,  one  of  us  lofddng 
upon  another,  supposing  he  {n*opbesied  of  hie  de- 
parture. We  sent  for  the  abbot  of  the  house  to 
annoint  him,  who  speedily  came  as  hee  was  aiding 
his  life,  who  said  certaiue  praiers  before  that  the 
life  was  out  of  his  bodie  *." 

*  Storer,  his  poetical  biogTapber  in  1599,  thns  spealu  of 
this  bat  scene,  making  the  Cardinal  say, — 

"  All  as  m;  chrysom,  so  ny  winding  Bheete 
None  jof'de  my  birtb.  none  mouni'd  my  death  to  see: 
The  short  parenthesiB  of  life  was  sweet, 
Bnt  short ;  witat  was  before  nnknowoe  to  rae. 
And  whftt  must  follow  it  the  Lord's  decree. 
The  period  of  my  glory  is  exprest; 
Nowof  jny  death;  and  then  my  mnse  take  rest." 

The  poet  then  attempts  to  -show  that  Wobey  was  really, 
OD  his  downfall,  more  actnated  by  real  contrition  tha.ii  by  af- 
fectation, in  the  modesty  which  he  displayed  in  regard  to  hia 
proposed  installation  at  York,  and  in  his  general  dUr^ard  of 
the  splendour  of  homan  graudenr,  for  some  time  bttfore  hia 
death.     He  makes  the  expiring  Cardinal  to  lay, — 


,.cdb.GooyIc 


AND  HIS  TIMES.  SAl 

The  wishes  of  hia  enenues  were  now  accom- 
pliahed.  The  course  of  nature,  or  hia  own  error, 
if  it  be  true  that  he  really  took  poison,  had  now 
done  more  for  ^iheni  than  their  warmest  hopes  bad 
dared  to  look  forward  to,  if  his  fate  had  depended 
upon  tfae  king. 

With  respect  to  his  remsdns,  neither  fiiends  uor 
enemies  seemed  to  pay  much  attention.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Kingston  indeed  sent  off  one  of  the  guard 
express  to  court  with  the  news ;  but  he  appeared 
to-feel  himself  perfectly  at  liberty  as  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  body,  which  he  directed  to  be  pre- 
pared for  interment,  <m  the  ensuing  day,  aiter 
holding  a  consultation  with  the  father  abbot  of 
the  monastery.  It  was  feared,  however,  that 
reports  might  spread  that  he  was  stilt  alive; 
and  therefore  it  was  thought  necessary  that  he 

"  I  did  not  mean  with  predeceisOT'i  pride. 
To  wallce  in  cloth,  aa  cnetome  did  requirej 
More  &t  that  cloth  were  hung  on  either  side 
In  monming  wUe,  or  make  the  poor  attire: 
More  fit  the  dirige  of  a  mournful  quire 
Id  dull  tuA  notes  all  sorrowes'to  exceede. 
For  bim  in  whom  the  prince's  love  is  dead. 
,  "  I  am- the  tombe  where  that  affsdion  ties. 
That  was  the  closet  where  it  living  kept; 
Yet  wise  men  say,  affection  never  dies.— 
No  !  bnt  it  tvrnesi  and  when  it  long  hath  slept, 
Looks  heavy,  like  the  eie  that  long  hath  wept. 
Oh!  Goold  it  die,  that  were  a  restfull  state} 
Bat  liTingi  it  conrerts  to  deadly  hate." 
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should  be  seen  t^  the  maytx  and  txarparaixoia  of 
Leicester,  who  aniTed  at  th«  monaBtery  after  he 
had  been  deposited  iu  the  ooSn,  into  which  also 
were  put  his  hair  shirt  viih  his  "  over  shirt"  of 
fine  holland,  together  with  all  the  ornaments  di&- 
racteristic  of  bis  archiepiscopat  dignitjr,  sodi  m 
Uie  mitre,  cross,  ring,  and  pell.  In  this  state  he 
was  exposed,  barefiuied,  to  ^e  view  of  all  who 
chose  to  Bee  him,  until  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  funeral  service  was  performed  fay 
the  abbot  with  every  solemnity,  the  OOTpae,  in  the 
mean  ,while,  being  set  in  the  Lady's  Ch^pd,  muv 
rounded  by  numerous  wax  tt^ers,  and  attended 
by  a  number  of  poor  men  bearing  twdiea.  Those 
persons  remained  with  the  corpae  throngfa  liie 
night,  during  vrioA  the  requiem  was  sung  by  the 
canons,  aim  dii^^  and  orisons  at  four  in  the 
morning,  at  which  Sir  William  Kingston,  attended 
1^  all  the  late  Cardinal's  servants,  entered  the 
church  to  perform  certuu  ceremonies,  which,  as 
Cavendish  states,  were  then  usual  at  the  inter- 
ment of  bishops.  Fart  of  iheae  ceremonies  was 
the  celebration  of  high  mass,  when  the  abbot  and 
others  made  ofierings ;  and  when  all  was  ended, 
a  grave  having  already  been  made  in  the  centre 
of  the  Lady's  Che^U  the  body  was  there  interred 
on  St  Andrew's  day,  80th  of  November,  1530,  at 
six  in  the  morning  *. 

*  Throsbf  states,  in  his  U'latory  of  the  Abbey,  tiut  the 
resBou  of  his  upeatly  iBtenrant  wu  the  very  putrid  uid  of- 
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No  sotmer  was  the  imfaappy^  Wblsejr  laid  in  the 
earth  than  his  Mends  and  Mlowen  set  off  fer 


feniive  atste  of  the  corpse.  He  further  sUtes  that  it  wu 
placed  in  «  [dain  wooden  ahcll,  bnt  with  tiie  aqoerdotsl  onw- 
neuti  idrendf  nte&tiooedj  from  trhence  it  has  long  beeo  a 
received  opinion  in  Ldcester  that  there  was  bnried  with  him 
a  considerable  quantity  of  richesj  which  has  iodnced  many 
people,  at  varions  times,  to  dig  for  the  supposed  treaanre. 
Bnt  the  bets  already  reoorded  of  Henry'*  demanda  respei^ag 
coauealed  treainrv,  previous  to  his  d«ath,  deBoiutrate  an^ 
fidently  the  abaardity  of  this  suppoaitioDi  even  if  coninon 
sense  did  not  militate  against  it. 

CiU'iosity  may  indnce  many  to  seek  for  his  grave,  we  there* 
fore  quote  from  Throsby  a  statement  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Carte, 
who  says, — "  As  to  the  great  Cardinal  Wolsey'a  sepnlehre, 
the  beat  acconnt  whidi  1  hare  met  with  ia  from  tfoa  Mr.  J«hv 
Halloe,  whaM  grandititber,  Arthur  Barefeotj  was  ^aidener  %o 
the  Conntess  of  Devonshire,  who  lived  in  the  abbey  before 
the  civil  war.  He  tells  me  that  the  chnrch  stood,  part  of  it, 
in  what  is  now  a  little  gardeo,  at  {he  east  end  of  it,  in  the  . 
ordiard  (which  was  formerly  called  the  new  garden),  where 
\i»  grandfather,  with  others  digging,  fonnd  levaral  rtone 
cottna,  the  cavitiM  of  which  did  not  lie  n^rarmoat,  but  were 
inverted  over  the  bodies.  Tiiat  one  of  these  was  taken  i^, 
about  six  feet,  one  inch,  long,  and  fonr  widci  and  a  foot  deep : 
that  it  seemed  very  sound  at  first,  bnt  when  it  was  exposed 
to  the  air,  soon  mouldered  away :  that  he  observed  that  all 
of  them  had  a  round  hole  about  the  middle  of  them  near  Ave 
inches  diameter,  bat  for  what  end  he  could  not  tell.  That 
among  them  he  discovered  Cardinal  Wolaey's  (Mr.  Hasloa 
forgnts  by  what  means  he  knew  it),  which  the  countess  wonld 
not  anffer  to  be  stirred,  but  ordered  it  to  be  covered  again."'— 

It  is  scarcely  credible,  bowerer,  that  tbs  conjecture  nbovt 
Wolsey  can  be  correct,  nnlese  indeed  after  the  cc^n  was  put 
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court,  and  on-their  arrival  ytere  preaented  to  the 
kmg,  who  Bent  for  CaTendish  on  the  foUowmg 
day  to  an  interview,  whidi  we  shall  describe  nearly 
in  his  own  words. 

He  says,  that  he  waa  conducted  to  the  king, 
who  was  in  a  night-gown  of  Rodiett  velvet, 
fiinted  with  sables,  before  whom  he  knelt  for  the 
space  of  an  hour,  during  whidi  time  Henry  was 
particularly  inquisitive  in  regard  to  his  old  friend, 
«aying  that  he  would  rather  than  twen^  thousand 
pounds  he  had  lived :  but  he  did  not  forget  also 
to  ask  about  the  fifteen  hundred  pounds  respecting 
which  Sir  William  Kingston  had  questioned  the 
Cardinal  on  the  day  of  his  death,  "  I  tbinlf  I  can 
perfectly  tell  your  Grace,"  said  the  usher,  "  where 
it  is,  and  who  hath  it"  At  this  Henry  pridced 
up  his  ears,  and,  appearing  to  know  his  man,  said, 
**  I  pray  you  tell  me,  and  you  shall  not  be  un- 
rewfmled."  On  which  Master  Cavendish,  ap- 
parently forgetful  of  his  duty  to,  and  the  wishes 
of  his  deceased  master,  at  once  said, — "  Sir,  after 
the  departure  of  Master  Vincent  from  my  lord  at 

iDto  the  ground  k  stone  coffis  vu  ioTcrted  over  it.  It  nay 
be  urged  that  the  sacerdotal  omameDts  bttried  mth  the  corpse 
may  faaVe  led  to  tbe  recognition;  bat  if  we  read  attentirelj 
Cavendish's  acconnt,  as  we  have  stated  it,  there  n  no  proof 
that  these,  thoogh  carried  in  procession,  were  mterrtd  with 
the  body,  llie  6urial  tervke  was  read  in  the  erening,  bot  the 
body  was  not  interred  until  the  morning;  and  therefore  be 
may  be  said  to  have  been  iuried  tmfA  them,  though  they  were 
not  actnally  deposited  in  bis  gmve. 
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SdxAjy,  who  had  .the  custody  thereof,  leaving  it 
witli  my  lord  in  dirers  bags,  he  ddivered  it  to'a 
certain'  priest  safeLy  to  be  kept  to  hia  use."  "  Is 
tiiis  time  ?"  exclaim^  the  monarch. — "  Yea !"  said 
the  usher,  "  without  doubt,  the  priest  will  not 
deny  it  be£)re  me,  for  I  was  at  the  delivery 
thereof,  who  iiath  gotten  divras  other  ridi  orna- 
ments, which  are  not  registered  in  ,tiie  book  of  my 
hird's  inventory  or  other  writings,  whereby  any 
mania  able  bo'charge  him  therewith  by  myself.". 

"  ThEo,"  replied  his  majesty,  "  let  me  alone  for 
keeping  this  secret  between  me  and  you.  How- 
beit  three  may  ke^p  counsel  if  two  be  aWay ;  and 
if  I  knew  my  cap  were  privy  to  my  counsel,  I 
would  cast  it  into  the  fire  ^d  bum  it :  anA  for 
yolir  honesty  and  truth,  you  shall  he  our  servaiit 
in  our  chamber,  as  you  were  with  your  master. 
Therefore  gb  your  ways  to  Sir  John  Gfage,  our 
.vice-chamberiaiu,  to  whom  we  have  spoken  already 
to  admit  you  our  servant  in  our  chamber ;  and 
then  go  to  the  Lend  of  Norfolk,  and  he  shall  pay 
you  your  whole  year's  wages,  which  is  ten  pounds 
—is  it  not  so?" 

"  Yes,  forsooth,  and  if  it  pleaae  your  Grace," 
Said  the  accranmodating  gentleman  usher. — "  And 
withaU,"  added  his  majesty,  "  you  shall  receive  a 
reward  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk !"    « 

As  soon  as  Cavendish  left  the  royal  presence  be 
went  to  the  proper  office  to  take  the  oaths,  when 
he  chanced  to  meet  Sir  William  Kingston  just 
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come  from  the  ctntncfl  ^bmmhtr,  wlu  ( 
him  in  the  naaie  of  tbm  ooimeil  to  ippear  bifbrr 
them  immediately,  aa  he  vw  KUt  to  nek  him  for 
that  purpose.  Kingston  also  laid  to  him, — "  In 
any  wiae,  take  good  heed  c^  irtiat  yaa  aaj,  far  ye 
riiall  be  exanuned  of  colain  woidea  wpokea  hf 
my  kntdc^  jrour  master,  at  his  departure,  which  ye 
Imoir  well ;  and  if  ye  tell  them  the  truth,"  added 
he,  "  what  he  said,  ye  shall  nado  yoniBcl^  for  in 
any  wise  they  may  not  know  of  it.  tliersAHe 
be  circumspect  what  [aaswer  ye  make  to  their 


**  Why,"  asked  Cavendish,  **  how  have  you  done 
therein  yourself?" 

"  Marry,"  said  Kingston, "  I  have  titteriy  de- 
nied that  I  heard  any  sudi  wcffds ;  and  he  ikmt 
aptneA  the  matt»  first  is  fled  for  fear,  idiieh  was 
the  yeoman  of  the  guard  that  rode  in  poet  from 
Leicester.  Therefore  go  yovr  ways,"  added  be, 
**  Ood  send  you  good  speed ;  and  when  you  have 
dme,  oMne  to  me  into  the  chamber  of  preeane^ 
where  I  will  tarry  to  see  how  you  speed,  and  to 
knowe  how  you  have  done  with  the  king."  Hefe 
their  conversation  dosed,  and  Cavendish  went 
directly  to  the  ootmcil  chamber  door,whne  his 
arrival  was  no  sooner  known  than  be  was  odled 
before  the^  council;  when  the  Duke  of  Ni»Adk 
accosted  him  very  civilly,  Udding  him  wdcmne  to 
the  court,  and  then  said, — **  My  lords,  this  gentle- 
man hath  served  the  Cardinal,  Us  master,  like  aa 
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iioDMt  true  num ;  thm«fore  I  doubt  not  but  of 
such  quesdoniiig  as  ye  rimll  demand  of  him  Iw 
will  mal^  a  joat  and  true  answer.  I  dare  be  his 
mixety.  How  say  yaia,  sir  T  addressing  hiimelf  to 
Carendish, — "  It  is  reported  that  your  nuHter 
spake  such  wratls,  and  such  eren  at  his  dqiarture 
from  his  life,  tlie  truth  whereof  I  doubt  not  bat 
ye  Icnow ;  and,  as  ye  know,  I  pray  you  repwt, 
and  fear  no  man.  It  shall  not  need  to  swear 
you ;  therefore  go  to :  how  say  you,  ia  this  true 
that  is  reported  ?" 

"  Forsooth*  my  lord,"  said  the  usher,  "  I  was  so 
diligent  about  him,  attending  the  preservation  of 
his  li£e,  (hat  I  mariced  not  every  word  that  he 
spake ;  and  as  for  my  own  part,  I  have  heard  bim 
talk  many  idle  words,  as  men  do  in  such  extremi- 
ties, the  which  I  do  not  now  remember.  If  it 
please  you  to  call  Mr.  Kingston  before  your  knrcU 
ships,  he  will  not  let  to  tell  you  the  truth." 

<*  Marry,  so  we  have  done  already,"  replied  one 
of  the  council,  "  who  hath  been  here  before  ns ; 
and  hath  denied  that  ever  yonr  master  spake  any 
such  worcb  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  at  any 
time  before." 

*'  Forsooth,  my  lords,"  rejomed  Cavendish, 
"  tiien  can  I  say  no  more ;  for  if  he  heard  them 
not,  I  could  not  hear  them ;  fw  he  hevd  as  much 
as  I,  and  I  as  much  as  he.  Therefore,  my  lords, 
it  wax  folly  to  say  a  thing  d  untruth^  which  I 
am  not  aUe  to  justify." 
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"  Lo  r  ezclainied  the  Dnke  of  Norffl&,  "  I  told 
you  before  that  he  was  a  troe  man,  Emd  would 
tell  the  truth.  Go  your  ways !  ye  be  diachaiged ; 
end  oome  to  my  chamber  jkn»i,  for  I  mast  talk 
with  you." 

'  Caveudiih,  glad  to  escape  from  such  an  ordeal, 
where  eroy  word  he  said  mi^^  have  been  misiu- 
terpretedandmiarepresented,  moetfaumbly  thanked 
their,  lordahipi  for  his  dismissal,  and  retired  as 
speedily  as  possiUe  to  the  presence  chamber  to 
seek  Sir  William  Kingston,  whom  he  found  stand- 
ing in  conversation  with  an  ancient  g^itleman, 
one  Mr.  RatcUffe,  gentleman  usher  of  the  king's 
privychamber.  As  eoon  as  tb^  met,  Sir  William 
inquired  as  to  What  had  taken  place,  when  the 
other  informed  him.  that  he  had  satisfied  thdr 
lordships'  minds  with  his  answer.  1^  William 
then  asked  him  how  he  had  sped  with  the  king, 
to  which  the  reply  was  a  detail  of  all  the  cmi- 
versation,  and  of  his  majesty's  benevolence  and 
princely  liberality  towands  him,  and  how  he  com- 
manded him  to  go  to  the  Buke  of  Norfolk ;  and 
whilst  they  were  thys  diseoorsing,  the  duke  came 
from  the  coimcil  into  the  presence  chamber,  when 
a' conversation  ensued  which  strongly  mariEs  the 
customary  style  of  intercoorse  at  Henry's  court 

Cavendish  states  that  as  soon  as  the  duke  espied 
him,  he  came  into  the  window  where  he  stood 
with  Kingston  and  Ratdiffe ;  and  when  be  told 
the  duke  the  king's  pleasure,  both  these  gentle- 
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men  made  iDterceseion  with  his  gtnte  to  be  good 
lord  to  him. 

"  Nny,"  said  the  duke,  "  I  will  be  better  untv 
hiro  than  be  weeneth,  for  if  I  could  have  spoken 
with  him  or  ever  he  came  to  theking,  I  would 
have  had  him  to  mjr  service,  and,  the  king'  ex- 
cepted, he  should  have  done  no  man  service  in 
all  England  but  me :  and  look,"  added  fais  Grace, 
"  what  I  may  do  for  you  I  will  do  it  with  ail  my 
heart" 

**  Sir,"  replied  the  usher,  "  th«i  my  desire  is 
that,  it  would  please  your  Grace  to  move  tiie' king 
to  be  so  much  my  good  lord  as  to  give  nie  one  of 
the  carts  and  horse  that  brought  my  stuff,  with 
my  lord's,  which  is  now  in  the  town,  to  carry  it 
home  into  ray  country." 

"  Yea !  marry  will  I,"  said  the  du^e,  and  so 
went  into  the  king's  chamber. 

Cavendish  still  remained  in  conversation  with 
Kingston,  waiting  the  duke's  return,  when  Mr. 
Ratcliffe  said,  "  I  will  go  in  and  help  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  in  your  suite  with  the  king ;"  but  the 
favour  was  granted  without  further  interference; 
for  the  duke  that  instant  came  out,  and  assured 
Cavendish  that  the  king  was  his  singular  good 
and  gracious  lord,  and  had  not  only  granted  his 
request  but  had  gone  much  beyond  it,  ordering 
that  he  should  have  not  only  ten  poimds  for  his 
wages,  but  also  twenty  ponnds  for  his  "  reward;" 
to  which  were  to  be  added  a  cart,  and  six  of  the 
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bnt  hones  wiikh  he  ooold  dioose  out  of  Aoce 
which  had  belonged  to  hit  deceased  master,  to- 
gether .with  fire  maiks  to  pay  the  expense  of  his 
jumay  hoPMWaida.— -^ 

TboB  termiitated  the  -power  and  ambitioD  of 
WOLSEY,  and  the  malice  of  his  enonies,  makkg 
way  for  a  milder  and  more  liberal  eyvHem,  both 
in  Politics  and  Religion;  under  whicb  ao^ces 
{nedom  of  thot^t  and  action  became  the  du- 
racteristics  of  the  Reformation,  affording  greata 
■tafaflity  to  the  crown,  checking  yet  ameliorating 
the  influence  of  the  aristocracy,  and  ftmnii^  a 
coDBtitutiinial  baiis  for 

PcBLic  Opinion. 
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